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Hearing on Temple Parking Lot
Application Postponed Again

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Last Thursday night, residents re-
turned to their homes, frustrated after
the Westfield Board of Adjustment
meeting, which was scheduled for
7:30 p.m., had been canceled at the
last minute.

The meeting was to be held to hear
the application being made by
Temple Emanu-El to construct a park-
ing lot on an adjacent East Broad
Street property, but was canceled due
to a notification error.

All regular meetings of the boards
are posted in Town Hall and The
Westfield Leader receives a list of all
of the meetings for the year. Because
this meeting was a special meeting,
two newspapers were to receive no-
tice, as well as every property owner
within 200 feet.

The property owners did receive
notice and a legal advertisement was
published in The Leader on February 6.

Though representatives from the
town and John Schmidt, the attorney
representing the temple, stated that
only one newspaper was noticed, a
reporter from The Record Press was at
Town Hall for the meeting.

When the Town was contacted and
questioned as to why the meeting was
canceled, The Leader was directed to
call Mr. Schmidt. He stated that it is
the “town’s responsibility” to notice
the newspapers.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren told
The Leader that notification of spe-

cial meetings is typically worked out
between the town and the applicant.

Fees for the Board of Adjustment
and Planning Board vary by appli-
cant. Those fees depend on how much
work goes into the application by
town professionals, according to
Norma Yuro, a representative of the
Department of Public Works.

According to Town Zoning Offi-
cial, Kathleen Neville, applicants
who request a special meeting are
charged approximately $1,000.

This is the second time the meeting
has been postponed. As of press time
no new date has been set for the meet-
ing.

Anne Riegel

Kimberly Rhodes

Three-Year Terms

Kenneth Sumner
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Beth Cassie
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Bruce Johnson

One-Year Terms

Gerald Fahrenthold

BOE Candidate
 Submission Invitation

Board of Education candidates
in Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Mountainside are invited to sub-
mit a letter to the editor or a press
release each week regarding their
platform for the editions of March
6 through April 3.

Submissions may include a
photo and should not exceed 250
words. They are subject to editing
as may be required for space and
style.

All letters and press releases
should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com by the Fri-
day previous to the date of publica-
tion.
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SCHOOL BD. PROPOSES 6.5 PERCENT TAX INCREASE

Westfield BOE Budget Includes
Eighth Grade Sports Programs
By CHARLOTTE LEDERMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

As Tuesday night’s meeting drew
to a close, the entire board of educa-
tion seemed to be in agreement over
the proposed budget for the 2003-04
school year.

Board Administrator and Secretary
Bob Berman halted the board’s ac-
ceptance of the finance committee’s
budget recommendations, however,
saying that voting had to be sus-
pended until the next meeting, when
he would present a formal resolution
for them to officially vote on. Despite
this delay, it appears that the pro-
posed budget will be finalized, as it
garnered praise from members of the
board and public alike. This success
was largely due to the fact that “this
year (it is) a little bit easier to fit
everything under the cap,” said Su-
perintendent of Schools, Dr. William
Foley.

The budget breakdown provided
by Mr. Berman reveals that a decrease
in the needs of the Special Education
Department, combined with an in-
creased enrollment in the district as a
whole, allows for such room. In the
2003-2004 proposed budget for
Westfield Public Schools, the maxi-
mum budget CAP is 5.7 percent, which
equals an estimated maximum bud-
get of $65,452,158. Mr. Berman

showed the sources of revenue, a three-
year state aid comparison, and a bud-
get summary of expected expendi-
tures by program.

The board then heard from Vice-
president Anne Riegel, who presented
the recommendations from the fi-
nance committee. With room for ne-
gotiation in this year’s budget, Ms.
Riegel proposed that it include a new
math teacher at Roosevelt, fund girl’s
Lacrosse, in addition to the ice hockey
coach, and all city transportation.

She went on to present the recom-
mendation that the budget fund
eighth grade sports. Many board

members relayed that this proposi-
tion was a direct result of the commu-
nity voicing their priorities. The board
also hoped that should such a direc-
tive go forward, a committee of prin-
ciples and athletic staff would look
into the program’s exact makeup.

Mr. Berman continued of 5.7 per-
cent proposed budget. The 2003-04
proposed tax levy increase, as a per-
cent, is 6.5. This translates in cents to
the proposed tax levy increase of
$0.19 per $100 of assessed property
value. By “eliminating redundan-
cies,” the board’s proposed budget is

Five Candidates to Vie
For Two Open Seats

On Mountainside BOE
By LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Mountainside Board of Education
members Frank Geiger and Mary Beth
Schaumberg will face Linda
Esemplare, Patricia Knodel and
Pauline Genakos in the April elec-
tions.

In 2000 Mrs. Esemplare, a 20-year
veteran of board service made a last
minute decision not to run again due
to family reasons and served as peti-
tioner for a previous 26-year board
member Patricia Knodel, who was
defeated in the 1999 election by John
Perrin and Peter Goggi.

A homemaker, Mrs. Knodel is the
widow of John Patrick Knodel. Their
eight children attended Deerfield
Elementary School.

Mr. Geiger has previously served
as the Mountainside representative
to Berkeley Heights. According to
the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion web site he currently serves as
the representative to Union County
Educational Services, the represen-
tative to the Parent Teacher Associa-
tion (PTA), as an alternate the New
Jersey School Boards and on the build-
ing and grounds committee.

Mrs. Schaumberg attended Lehigh
University in Pennsylvania, and is a
mother of three children ranging from
ages 5 to 13 years. Additionally, she
is a real estate broker with Caldwell
Banker in Summit.

As a native of Mountainside, Mrs.
Schaumberg is just completing her

Eight Candidates
Compete For Four

WF BOE Seats
By JENNIFER PINTO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Monday, February 24, was
the deadline for all inter-
ested candidates to file peti-
tions to run in this year’s
board election.

Eight Westfield candi-
dates are competing for a
chance at one of four seats.

The three-year terms up
for grabs currently belong to
Dr. Carol Molnar, Kimberly
Rhodes and Anne Riegel.
Vying for those three seats
are: Incumbents Mrs.
Rhodes, Mrs. Riegel and
Beth Cassie, who is currently
filling in for the un-expired
term of Lisa Alter.

Dr. Molnar is not running
for reelection. She has served
the community for 15 years as
a member of the school board.

However, joining the in-
cumbents for a chance at a
three-year term are candi-
dates Kenneth Sumner and
Bruce Regenstreich.

Candidates running to fill
the one-year un-expired
term of Mrs. Alter include
newcomers Gerald
Fahrenthold, Bruce Johnson
and Julia Burnett Walker.

Kimberly Rhodes, a resi-
dent of Westfield since 1995,
is vying for her second term
on the Board of Education.

The candidate has a son at
Roosevelt Intermediate
School and a daughter at
Franklin Elementary School.

Mrs. Rhodes worked for 11
years as a credit rating analyst.
During that time, she served
as a Senior Director where she
had the opportunity to chair
numerous municipal bond
rating committees, including
school district bonds.

She is the Treasurer of the
Junior League, Treasurer and
President Elect of the
Westfield Alumnae Chapter
of Kappa Alpha Theta,
former Treasurer of the Col-
lege Woman’s Club, former
Recording Secretary of the
Franklin Parent-Teacher Or-
ganization (PTO), and mem-
ber of the Optimist Club. She
also took part in the Westfield
Schools Strategic Plan and
worked on the 1998 bond
issue, which provided addi-
tional classrooms at the el-
ementary schools.

“Since joining the board
three years ago, I have served
on the Policy Committee,
the Town Liaison Commit-
tee, the Finance Committee,
and the Facilities Commit-
tee. I have been the chair-
man of the Facilities Com-
mittee for the past two years.
Each of these experiences
has increased my knowl-
edge of the challenges and
successes of our district. As I
have moved up the learning
curve, I feel I have become
more effective as a board

member and hope to have the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate this during

my second term.”
Anne Riegel, her husband

Robert and two daughters
have lived in Westfield for
almost 10 years.

She has a daughter in eighth
grade at Edison Intermediate
School and another daughter
in the fifth grade at Jefferson
Elementary School.

Mrs. Riegel earned a Bach-
elor of Science Degree from
the Wharton School at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and a
Masters of Business Adminis-
tration Degree from Columbia
University in finance and ac-
counting. Her work experience
includes financial analyst po-
sitions in mergers and acquisi-
tions at Citicorp Investment
Bank and bond investments at
Equitable Capital.

She has also served on the
Citizens Advisory Commit-
tee in 1998, which recom-
mended the successful bond
referendum for the Franklin
and McKinley additions. For
six years, she served on the
Board of Directors of the Jew-
ish Community Center of
Central New Jersey.

Currently, her responsibili-
ties on the school board in-
clude serving as the Board
Vice President and Chairper-
son of the Finance Commit-
tee as well as maintaining an
active role on the Curricu-
lum, Policy and Long Range
Planning Committees.

“If re-elected, I hope to con-
tinue making a positive im-
pact on the school district.
My effectiveness as a board
member is strengthened by
my volunteer experiences in
education and my back-
ground in finance, as well as
the knowledge gained from
three and half years on the
board,” she said.

“During my next term on
the board, I will continue
working towards excellence
in our school system. My
specific goals include main-
taining reasonable class sizes
despite enrollment growth,
meeting the needs of students
with varying abilities, effec-
tively using technology to
support instruction and de-
veloping fiscally-sound
budgets that reflect
Westfield’s educational pri-
orities,” she concluded.

Beth Cassie, who is run-
ning for her first three-year
term, was appointed to the
board in September to fill the
un-expired term of Mrs. Alter.

“Now having had the ex-
perience of being on the board
for close to six months, I am
much more aware of the mul-
titude of issues facing the
district. I hope to leverage
my knowledge gained and
continue to contribute to the

Westfield Town Council Weighs Requests,
Contents of 2003-2004 Municipal Budget

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

“It’s time to bring out the knives,”
Second Ward Republican Council-
man and Finance Committee Chair-
man Matthew Albano stated in regard
to saving funds in the budget.

The Westfield Town Council has
been laboring over the budget during
several public meetings the past week,
and will continue to until it is finalized.

In total operating expense re-
quests are up $692,285 or 12 per-
cent over 2002.

Operating expenses that are set to
increase in 2003 are the Rahway Val-
ley Sewage Authority fees which will
increase by $120,609 and health in-
surance costs which will rise $305,000
this year.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
requesting a $145,900 increase; the

Building Department is requesting a
$23,500 increase, which includes ve-
hicle requests and $55,000 for the
Department of Public Works, which
was already spent on the Presidents’
Day snow storm.

Salary and wage requests are up
$684,055 or 5.1 percent over 2002.
$320,000 of that tally is attributable
to the fire and police department, as
dictated by contract. The remainder

of that sum includes requests for a
$12,170 increase in Recreation De-
partment salaries, including a 10 per-
cent raise request for the Recreation
Director Bruce Kaufman, a $60,000
increase in overtime costs attributed
to the Presidents’ Day snowstorm; an
increase of $25,571 for Department
of Health salaries, which mostly rep-
resents extra per diem employees that
have already been approved and
implemented; a $30,679 increase for
the Municipal Court, which is offset
by revenue; a $15,231 increase for
the Finance Department and $37,404
represents increases for both union
and non-union staff.

The council spent time during their
meetings discussing the library bud-
get request, including a portion of
one meeting where Library Board
President Cindy Cockren and Direc-
tor Barbara Thiele were present.

The board is requesting salary in-
creases of five percent for all employ-
ees, including the part-time staff, with
the exceptions of the Assistant Direc-
tor, who the board is requesting an
eight percent increase for and a de-
partment head who was hired last
year and the board is requesting a
2.36 percent increase for.

Ms. Thiele stated that the New Jersey
State Library Association is recom-
mending a 4.5 percent increase in sala-
ries for 2003, and that they are asking
for five percent in order to remain com-
petitive for hiring purposes.

Included in the library’s operating
budget is the cost of replacing the
light bulbs on the second floor. Due to
the height of the ceiling, special scaf-
folding has to be constructed in order
to reach the lights. Because of these
factors all of the lights are replaced
every other year on the second floor.

They are also requesting a $10,000
line item to hire an interior design
consultant to make the library
“warmer,” according to Mrs. Cockren.

The library is also requesting
money from the capital budget for
new carpeting.

The council discussed their dis-
content with the library’s use of funds
for salary increases rather than pro-
gramming at each of the past week’s
budget meetings. A decision has yet
to made regarding the library’s bud-
get or capital projects requests.

The council’s finance committee
will be meeting with the library board.

Much time was also spent discuss-
ing vehicle purchases for various
departments including Police and
Recreation, but vehicle discussion
was tabled until Town Administrator
James Gildea could provide a list of
all the town vehicles to the council.

The Historic Preservation Commit-
tee is requesting $3,150 to hire a
consultant in order to make more
historical designations and to rewrite
the ordinance that created the com-
mittee.

Once again the council agreed to
commit the money collected through
parking permits to a fund for parking
improvements.

On Tuesday night the council at-
tacked the capital portion of the bud-
get. The council decided that they
deemed the town’s infrastructure and
public safety to be the most impor-
tant items for the capital budget.

$1.1 million is proposed to be spent
in 2003 on roads, sidewalks, and traf-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

DIGGING DEEP…Last week, Westfield firefighters spent three days following
the snow storm of last week shoveling out fire hydrants to ensure access in the event
of a fire.
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WF Council Approves
$1.1 Million Bond Sale

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s council meet-
ing, a special ordinance was passed
that allows the council to finance
$1.1 million in un-funded pension
liabilities through the sale of a re-
funding bond in cooperation with
the county. The bond is being pro-
cessed through the Union County
Improvement Authority.

The council then moved on to its
regular conference agenda, which
included a resolution to draw war-
rants for overpaid taxes for 2002 pur-
suant to a judgment.

Acting Mayor Matthew Albano
stated that the refund is the result of
a tax appeal to the county board of
taxation.

In other business, Town Attorney

Robert Cockren stated that the shoe-
horning ordinance needs to be re-
done.

The council previously discussed
the demolition of a home on Vernon
Terrace, voiced concern over subdi-
vision and the applicableness of the
shoe horning ordinance.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
stated at Tuesday’s meeting that the
subdivision of that lot has already
been approved by the Planning
Board. He stated the subdivision
fully conforms to zoning regula-
tions.

Mr. Cockren stated that if the sub-
division had not been approved, the
council could have denied the re-
quest for the home demolition, pend-
ing Planning Board approval. He said
the ordinance has been tested and
now needs to be updated.

Acting Mayor Albano stated the
ordinance should be referred to the
Laws and Rules Committee.

The council will also review a long-
term lease for the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC). The DWC has
proposed to lease office space in the
basement of the former Fleet Bank
building at East Broad and Elm
Streets, now occupied by The
Children’s Place, a children’s cloth-
ing store.

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
man Lawrence Goldman, who serves
as the Liaison to the DWC, stated that
the lease took a long time because of
the DWC’s relationship with the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce. He stated that the rent will be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

Paramedics 14 (first call); 5 (second call); 0 (third call) = 19
Genesis Eldercare  3 (first call); 4 (second call); 0 (third call) = 7
Senior Citizens Complex 3 (first call); 1 (second call); 0 (third call) = 4
Sunrise Assisted Living 1 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call) = 1
Out of Town Mutual Aid 2 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call) = 2
Non-Emergency Calls 3 (first call); 0 (second call); 0 (third call) = 3
Total Calls: 56

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for Week Ending Nov. 16, 2002Statistics for Weeks Ending February 15, 2003

Nature of Call:
Abd Injury Head/Neck Injury 4             2
Behavioral Disorder 1
Bleeding/Hemorrhage 1             1
Cardiac Arrest             1
Cardiac Related 1             1
Diabetic Related (Potential) 2             1
Gasro-Intestinal Distress 5             4         1
General Illness 6
OB/GYN 1
Other 3
Other Injury 2          1
Respiratory Distress 5              1
Seizure 1
Spinal Injury 1              1
Stroke/CVA 1
Suspected Fracture 3              1
Syncope 1              1
Unconscious 1

TOTALS 39              15         2

First Call:            Second Call: Third Call:

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7
• North Wickom Drive – Bedroom lock-

out with children inside.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8

• Springfield Avenue – Fire alarm acti-
vated unintentionally.

• South Chestnut Street – Flooded
basement.

• Hillside Avenue – House lockout with
children inside.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9
• East Broad Street – Animal rescue.
• Lamberts Mill Road – Malfunctioning

fire alarm.
• Wells Street – Unknown odor in a house.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10

• First Street – Malfunctioning fire alarm.
• Minisink Way – Carbon monoxide

alarm.
• West Dudley Avenue – Secured down

a telephone line.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11

• Harding Street – Furnace fire.
• Sandra Circle – Apartment lockout.
• Cumberland Street – Fire alarm acti-

vated unintentionally.
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12
• Lawrence Avenue – Furnace fire.
• Rahway Avenue – Telephone pole

snapped in half.
• Harding Street – Furnace fire.
• Springfield Avenue – Electrical fire.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

Erratum
In the February 20 edition of The

Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the article
about Jon Bramnick being chosen
for the Assembly seat, it stated that
Dan Gallic recently managed the
unsuccessful U.S. senate campaign
for Doug Forrester, when it should
have read consulted as opposed to
managed. The Leader/Times also
stated that John Sette was a Free-
holder, he is actually a Republican
Chairman. The article also did not
state that Attorney Michael Tripody,
Mayor of Kenilworth also served as
the official legal consul for the con-
vention.

In the same article it stated that
Union County started the night at 6
p.m. with 186 (delegates). It should
have read 196. The article also in-
cluded Kenilworth as part of Mr.
Bramnick’s district. Kenilworth is
not part of the 21st district. We
regret the errors.
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16
• Jeffrey S. Kempf, 44, of Princeton

Junction was arrested on Central Avenue
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. He was subsequently released to a
responsible party.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
• A Scotch Plains resident reported that

the left front tire on his motor vehicle was
flattened while the vehicle was parked in
the 400 block of East Broad Street.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20
• An Embree Crescent resident reported

the loss or theft of his wallet and the subse-
quent unauthorized use of his credit cards.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21
• Abdur Abdullah, 21, of Newark and

Jamil Tang, 23, of East Orange were ar-
rested at North and Central Avenues and
charged with theft of identity, theft by
deception and credit card theft.

The pair are suspected of having at-
tempted to purchase a new Mercedes Benz
from a Pennsylvania dealership through
the unauthorized use of a Westfield
resident’s financial information. It is be-
lieved they obtained the information after
the victim lost his wallet.

Bail was set at $100,000 for Abdullah,
who was also being held on a no-bail
Sheriff’s warrant out of Essex County and
numerous traffic warrants. Tang was be-
ing held on $75,000 bail, with a 10 percent
option.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
• A resident of the 100 block of West

Dudley Avenue reported an attempt at
identity theft. The victim said a credit card
company informed him that someone had
attempted to obtain a credit card in his name
but with a different address.

Police said the victim had also been
contacted by a computer company, inform-
ing him someone had tried to open up a line
of credit in his name. As of press time, no
one had been charged in connection with
the incidents.

• A resident of Highland Park reported
that someone entered his unlocked motor
vehicle on Central Avenue and removed
checks totaling $4,629.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
• After being stopped for motor vehicle

violations on Central Avenue, Stephen
Balla, 18, of Cranford and Andrew Heom,
19, of Warren were arrested on various
drug charges.

Each was charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana,
possession with intent to distribute sus-
pected marijuana and possession with in-
tent to distribute suspected marijuana near
a public park and public housing.

Balla and Heom were also charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia. Bail for

each was set at $25,000.
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24

• The manager of a South Avenue busi-
ness reported that a 1994 Honda that was
left running outside the establishment was
taken from the premises. It had not been
recovered as of press time.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Budget
an increase of only a penny more than
two years ago. The tax comparison
chart reveals that in 2001-02, the tax
levy increase equaled 4.1 percent, or
$0.18 per $100. In 2002-03, the tax
levy increase was 9.7 percent, or $0.27
per $100.

Mr. Berman will present a formal
resolution for the board to vote on
officially at next week’s meeting.
Before the board had embarked on a
discussion of the overall proposed
budget, though, the members heard
from Carol Swann-Daniels, Supervi-
sor of Instructional Technology. Ms.
Swann-Daniels went over the pro-
posed technology budget for 2003-
04. She sees the need for such things
as a new primary server at the high
school, an additional wireless lab at
Roosevelt, updating the elementary
infrastructure, as well as focusing on
help desk repair tracking and tech-
nology training. In a breakdown of
budget comparisons, Ms. Swann-
Daniels revealed that due to com-
puter leases and other factors, there is
actually a decrease in many expendi-
ture areas for the 2003-04 year. This
is largely in part to certified in-house
technicians and recycling units. Spe-
cifically, the proposed budget for
2003-04 shows a decrease of 1.17
percent from the 2002-03 period.

In other board business, board presi-
dent Arlene Gardner said she was
“pleased to announce that we have
eight Westfield residents who have
declared themselves as candidates for
the board of education, five have sub-
mitted petitions stating interest in serv-
ing a three year term.” The candidates
for the three-year term are current board
members Beth Cassie, Kimberly
Rhodes, and Anne Riegel. New to
board elections are candidates Bruce
Regenstreich and Kenneth Sumner.
Ms. Gardner continued, “three people
are interested in the one-year seat,
(and) include Julia Walker, Bruce
Johnson, and Gerald Fahrenthold.”

The board will reconvene on Tues-
day, March 4.

Westfield’s Kate Walsh
Named to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Fairfield Univer-

sity in Fairfield, Conn. has announced
that Kate Walsh of Westfield, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Walsh,
was named to the Dean’s List for the
fall 2002 semester.

Kate is majoring in communica-
tions at Fairfield. She is pursuing a
minor in Asian studies and music.

She is also active in the University
Symphonic Orchestra and Flute
Choir. Kate is currently spending the
spring semester studying abroad in
Beijing, China.

A graduate of Westfield High
School’s Class of 2000, Kate is plan-
ning a career in public relations.

To be selected for the Dean’s List,
Kate attained a grade point average
of at least 3.5, of a possible 4.0.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Eight Candidates Compete For Four Open
Positions on Westfield Board of Education

success of the board. I think my back-
ground and skills as a management
consultant are well suited to the needs
of the board,” she said.

Mrs. Cassie and her husband Scott
have two children, a second grader at
Franklin Elementary School, and a
preschooler.

She currently works at home as an
independent management consult-
ant to the healthcare industry and is
involved as a volunteer with both of
her children’s schools, Franklin and
Presbyterian Nursery School.

“We need a school system that pre-
pares our students not just for the
certain challenges of today but the
unforeseen challenges of five and ten
years from now. No one, I am sure,
would disagree with that as a goal.
However, we need to work toward this
goal in a tough financial environ-
ment. We face both increased enroll-
ment and decreased state funding.
We face tough choices on goals, pro-
grams, and funding. Therefore, it is a
time for all of the citizens of Westfield,
not just the Board of Education, to
look very keenly at the entire school
system, to volunteer, and to act to
make sure that our students get the
most benefit from what we can give
them,” she stated.

Kenneth Sumner, a resident of
Westfield for two years, moved to
Westfield because of the excellent
school system.

“I have three young boys (ages six,
four, and one) who will be enrolled in
the Westfield Public Schools for many
years,” he stated.

Mr. Sumner is a College Professor
and Deputy Chair of the Psychology
Department at Montclair State Uni-
versity where his major teaching du-
ties are focused on graduate level
education in industrial and organiza-
tional psychology, research methods,
and statistics.

He also serves on the Executive
Board of the McKinley School PTO
and has volunteered in many areas
with the school including fundraising,
cultural arts programming, and com-
munity outreach through “Lynne’s
Helping Hands.”

“As a college professor, I am in the
unique position to see the end prod-
uct of public education, and I look to
the opportunity on the Board of Edu-
cation as another way to facilitate
student success at an earlier level.
The opportunity to serve on the Board
of Education is not so much as to
provide leadership, but to provide a
service to the community. Making
schools strong makes the community
strong. Students in this age need not
only to be knowledgeable of the ba-
sics of reading, writing, math, and
science, but they also need to be
socially, emotionally, and culturally
competent,” he said.

“Training in the Arts allows stu-
dents to appreciate a broad range of
cultures,” he added. “Training in ath-
letics teaches students the importance
of being a good sport, regardless of
whether they are good athletes. These
areas need to be maintained and
strengthened in the school system
and I will work to maintain the posi-
tive educational experiences of all
students in the district.”

Bruce Regenstreich, a resident of
Westfield for five years, lives in town
with his wife, Merry, and three chil-
dren: a daughter who has success-
fully graduated college, and two sons
at Westfield High School, one in his
junior and the other is his senior year.

Along with his background in edu-
cation Mr. Regenstreich also attended
law school where he earned a Juris
Doctorate Degree.

“I have always understood the im-
portance of education having taught
elementary and middle school after
graduating from Brooklyn College

with a Bachelor of Arts Degree and a
Major in Education,” he said.

“I believe I have a great deal to offer
the families of Westfield. I am at a
stage in my life where I feel it is time
to give something back to the com-
munity that has helped make my chil-
dren better people, and I have time
and energy to undertake that effort.
My background in education, along
with the sound logic and reason a law
school education has provided, sea-
soned by the years of reality that only
someone who has raised children to
the ages of 24, 18 and 17 can under-
stand, I am more than ready for the
task,” he said.

“I have the added advantage of the
advice of my wife who holds a Mas-
ters Degree from NYU in Recreational
Therapy and a Master’s degree in
Education from the Bank Street Col-
lege of Education, in Special Educa-
tion,” he said.

“In a world that is becoming in-
creasingly more dangerous, and where
strong, intelligent, leadership can not
be taken for granted, I am prepared to
do what I can to help the Board of
Education help our schools educate
the leaders of tomorrow,” he con-
cluded.

Gerald Fahrenthold has lived in
Westfield since the summer of 2000.
He lived in England from 1998 to
2000. Prior to that, he lived in Hous-
ton, Tex., where he was born.

The candidate is a father to three
children who all currently attend
Westfield schools.

Mr. Fahrenthold works for AEGIS
Insurance Group in Jersey City where
he manages the Financial and Alter-
native Products team.

He volunteers at the “Night Place,”
and is also active in the youth minis-
try at the Westfield Presbyterian
Church where he teaches Sunday
School.

“I feel that I am both well qualified
and heavily vested in the success of
the Westfield school system. I taught
eighth grade Science and Mathemat-
ics in the Houston Independent
School District for two years so I
know firsthand the joys and pains of
teaching. I have three children, one
each in elementary, middle, and high
school. From this I have the parent’s
perspective of our schools. From my
work with the youth at my church, I
get another insight into our schools
as I hear from them the comments that
they do not always pass onto their
parents,” he said.

“As a homeowner and taxpayer, I
feel the pinch of higher taxes, but also
recognize that a successful, well-re-
garded school system attracts new
residents and supports higher home
values. My experience as a teacher, a
parent of three current students, an
advisor to other young people, and a
taxpayer enables me to recognize the
issues of the many parties that need to
work together to make the Westfield
school district the finest in New Jer-
sey,” he concluded.

Bruce Johnson and his wife, Molly
Adams, have lived in Westfield for
eight years and have two children.

His son, Sam, is in seventh grade at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, and
his daughter Melanie is in fourth
grade at Wilson Elementary School.

Dr. Johnson has been a research
scientist at Merck & Co., Inc. for the
past 15 years. An expert in the three-
dimensional structures of proteins,
the candidate currently specializes
in designing and developing com-
puter software to aid in the design of
new drugs. He has also worked as a
commercial fisherman and marine bi-
ologist.

Dr. Johnson received his Bachelor
of Science Degree in Zoology from
the University of Washington and a
Doctorate in Zoology from Duke

University. After receiving his Doc-
toral Degree, he did postdoctoral re-
search at the Yale University School
of Medicine.

The candidate has coached Desti-
nation Imagination teams for the past
five years. These teams have inte-
grated acting, art, music, robotics,
electronics and engineering in their
solutions for this creative, problem-
solving competition.

He has also had detailed involve-
ment in the planning and design of
multi-million dollar science facili-
ties.

“I’m running to help bring innova-
tion, a sense of community trust, and
excellence in responding to the di-
versity of students needs to the
Westfield school system,” he said.
“My background in science, tech-
nology, and working with students in
creative problem solving competi-
tions will provide a unique comple-
ment to the experience of existing
board members.”

Julia Burnett Walker moved to
Westfield in July 2001, and currently
has two children enrolled in the
Westfield school district: one in kin-
dergarten and one in the second grade.

She is actively involved in her
children’s school and her church. She
volunteers in each classroom and the
library. She is also the Art Apprecia-
tion Committee Co-Chairman at Wil-
son School. At St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, she serves as a member of the
hospitality committee, the flower
guild and teaches Sunday School.

“We moved to Westfield for several
reasons, the most important of which
was the wonderful school system. It is
obvious that there are a lot of very
able people working very hard to
make the Westfield schools the best
they can be,” she said. “I believe my
energy and enthusiasm would be a
positive addition to the mix. I prac-
ticed law for seven years; now I am a
stay-at-home mom. I bring a perspec-
tive that should serve the board well
in a time when questions about class-
room space and funding must be ad-
dressed.”

The public will be able to vote for
the following candidates on Tues-
day, April 15.

fic calming. Money is also being
considered for repairs to both
firehouses and the municipal build-
ing.

The council has yet to discuss all
of the vehicle requests or the capital
requests from the library. First Ward
Republican Councilman Sal
Caruana stated that with the
economy and the other increases
coming from the county and school
board, only the essentials should be
approved for this year’s municipal
budget.

At the close of Tuesday’s meeting
Third Ward Republican Councilman
Rafael Betancourt brought up the
issue of a proposed parking lot be-
hind the National Guard Armory on
Rahway Avenue. He cited that there
was a limited window of opportunity
to build a lot at that location due to
the fact that development is begin-
ning on Codding Road.

Also at issue was a recent letter to
the editor in The Westfield Leader by
Board of Education (BOE) President
Arlene Gardner, who offered alter-
nate solutions to the parking prob-
lem at Westfield High School.

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
man Lawrence Goldman stated that
other options should be considered
first and voiced his concern that the
town does not own the property. He
added that if the South Avenue park-
ing lot is developed the parking lot
on Watterson Street would be avail-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council Continues to Weigh
Requests, Contents of Budget

able for student use.
Councilman Goldman also stated

that he had conversed with Board of
Education President Arlene Gardner
and that the “portrait she paints” of
the council – BOE meetings are dif-
ferent from what Councilman
Betancourt reported to the council as
on of the liaisons.

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
woman Susan Jacobson stated that
she had been at two of the joint
meetings, and suggested that stu-
dents could park at Memorial Pool
and then be bused to the high
school.

Mr. Betancourt stated that the ideas
Mrs. Gardener articulated in the letter
to the editor were not articulated at
the meetings.

It was agreed that the discussion
should continue when the council
meets again tonight at 7:30 p.m. to
further discuss the budget.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

first 3-year term. She was elected as
a write in candidate, taking 813
votes.

According to the board’s web site
she is currently serving on the Policy,
Special Education and Enrichment
and the Technology Committees.

No information on Ms. Genakos
was available at press time.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Candidates

a “little higher.”
The DWC and the Chamber had

been sharing office space when con-
struction began on The Children’s
Place, causing both to move to the
Fleet Bank on Elm Street. The Cham-
ber will continue to be based at the
Fleet Bank.

Fourth Ward Democrat Council-
woman Susan Jacobson, Liaison to
the Chamber, stated that the DWC
will lose the money it was getting
from the Chamber’s sub-lease. She
stated that the discussion had be-
come “volatile” at times, but that
their decision to part ways was “mu-
tual.”

Town Administrator James Gildea
said the cost for the new lease is
included in the budget presented to
the council for 2003.

Mr. Gildea also stated that the final
stakeholder meeting was held for the
ShopRite grid, with Wilbur Smith
Associates addressing plans for traf-
fic calming.

Residents in that area of town re-
quested traffic calming measures due
to an increase in traffic due to the
ShopRite in Garwood. Wilbur Smith
has studied the area and will present
its final recommendations to the
council.

Third Ward Republican Council-
man and Chairman of the Transporta-
tion Parking and Traffic (TPT) Com-
mittee, Rafael Betancourt, stated that
the report should be in within a couple
of weeks.

He said this project was two years
in the making and that it takes time to
get these projects done.

The Westfield Leader a lso
learned that special police officer
John Morgan has been appointed
as the new parking director for the
town.

Mr. Gildea told The Leader that
parking management has been
shifted, whereby it is now under the
jurisdiction of the Westfield Police
Department. This change came after
a proposal was presented by Police
Chief Bernard Tracy. Mr. Gildea said
that this will be a “more efficient
management of parking.”

Mayor Gregory McDermott was
absent from the meeting.
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THE ROAD TO WASHINGTON…Kara Kaskiw a junior at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, was selected to attend the Presidential Classroom Media
& Democracy program in Washington, D.C. next month. Kara will be covering the
weeklong hands-on educational event as a special correspondent for The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. She is already scheduling interviews with elected state
officials and program personnel in New Jersey and DC. Presidential Classroom
Communications Director, Joseph Rosica, said, “Kara’s group will meet Elizabeth
Dole, Ralph Nader, Pentagon Officials, George Stephenopolis, Senator Lautenberg,
and Congressman Ferguson to name a few.” Pictured, left to right, are: Halina
Kaskiw, Kelli Kaskiw, Kara and Michael Kaskiw, as they examine the itinerary,
curriculum, and requirements around their kitchen table in preparation for
Kara’s assignment.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Congressman to Read at FW Library;
June Event Planned for Anniversary

By BILL SHEPPARD
Specially Written for The Times

Dan Weiss, Fanwood Memorial
Library Director, told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that the Li-
brary “has been lending books to the
public for 100 years, beginning in a
small room at the rear of the post
office on North Avenue.”

He reported, “The total inventory
of books at that time according to the
records was 156!”

“It has come a long way since then,”
said Mr. Weiss. “The location may have
moved only a few dozen yards to the
east (the new building was dedicated
on December 16, 1951 and added to in
1980), but the collection now features
over 40,000 items, plus audiovisual
materials, newspapers, and subscrip-
tions to more than 100 magazines.”

Recently, the library has joined
LMxAC (Libraries of Middlesex Auto-
mation Consortium), which encom-
passes 25 other area public libraries,
including the Plainfield Public Library
and the Kenilworth Public Library.

Fanwood Library cardholders may
use these other libraries freely and
now have easy access to the combined
holdings of all consortium members.

The library goes into the second
100 years, offering access to a wide
variety of electronic resources includ-
ing personal computers for public use
and high-speed access to the Internet.

The library also provides a wealth

of adult and children’s programming,
materials for young adults, an active
“Friends of the Library” organiza-
tion and supportive government.

Horace Corbin, Publisher of The
Times, will provide the library and the
Friends with CDs that contain the
complete copies of The Times for the
last five years.

Mr. Corbin said, “It makes perfect
sense for us to support and to encour-
age the library’s efforts. Our local
newspapers in concert with educa-
tors, parents, librarians, citizens,
along with the business community

Linda Nelson

Thomas Russo

Three-Year Terms

George Gowen

Betti Ann Woerner

BOE Candidate
 Submission Invitation

Board of Education candidates
in Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Mountainside are invited to sub-
mit a letter to the editor or a press
release each week regarding their
platform for the editions of March
6 through April 3.

Submissions may include a
photo and should not exceed 250
words. They are subject to editing
as may be required for space and
style.

All letters and press releases
should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com by the Fri-
day previous to the date of publica-
tion.

SP Planning Board Recommends
Change to Zoning Ordinance

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

As part of an effort to begin restrict-
ing excessive development in Scotch
Plains, the township’s Planning Board
is recommending that the Township
Council act to eliminate so-called
flag lots from the local zoning ordi-
nances.

At its meeting on Monday evening,
the board heard a report from Coun-
cilwoman Paulette Coronato concern-
ing a meeting two weeks ago of the
Planning Board’s zoning committee,
during which the issue of flag lots was
discussed in terms of their “possibly

being a contributor to the increase in
subdivision applications.”

Mrs. Coronato noted that flag lots
“developed as a response to develop-
ing rural areas. However, times and
development of our land has changed
dramatically,” making it necessary
for township officials to look at
whether development of flag lots
should continue. “If the allowance of
flag lots is to be left in our zoning
laws,” she said, “we will continue to
see more and more change in the
character of our older established ar-
eas.” Essentially, a flag lot is an over-
sized piece of property that is acces-
sible only via a narrow strip of road-
way or driveway. On a map, the prop-
erty resembles a pole with a flag at its
top.

Presently, the township has no re-
course, legally or via existing zoning
regulations, to deny applications re-
garding flag lot development. “If we
want to preserve the integrity and
character of Scotch Plains established
neighborhoods, we must take action
now and this may be the only way we
can have more control as a Planning
Board” in guiding the future devel-
opment of the township, Mrs.
Coronato said.

Planning Board Chairman Joseph
Doyle noted that this matter “has
been under discussion for a long time,”
and reminded his colleagues that sev-
eral years ago, the Zoning Board of
Adjustment had recommended a simi-
lar ordinance change, although the
Planning Board at that time didn’t
move forward on it.

Mayor Martin Marks, like Coun-
cilwoman Coronato a member of the
board, noted several potential down-
sides to an ordinance change, includ-

ing property owners’ rights. Some
homeowners, he said, might have
purchased their property as an invest-
ment and with a future subdivision in
mind. “We need to be cognizant of
this,” he said. There is also the ques-
tion of what would happen to subdi-
vision applications currently pend-
ing or being planned, although Board
attorney Daniel Bernstein said that
whatever ordinance is in effect at the
time of the application’s hearing takes
precedence. Another option is for the
Council to “grandfather” in those
applications that are currently pend-
ing so any amendments enacted don’t
affect them.

Despite his playing devil’s advo-
cate in questioning the potential prob-
lems with making such a change,
Mayor Marks also said that
homeowners’ investments were also

Group Petitions
Proper Burial

For 9/11 Victim
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

While plans are moving forward
to rebuild the site in lower Man-
hattan where the twin towers stood
until September 11, 2001, a local
group, with support from thousands
of persons around the world, feels
the priority should not be on re-
building but ensuring that the ashes
of their loved ones are properly
handled.

It’s been nearly 18 months since
the terrorist attacks in New York
and it may shock some to learn that
the ashen remains of many victims
of the terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center are still in the Fresh
Kills Landfill on Staten Island as
part of the ashes from the buildings
that were destroyed. Late last year,
a group was formed to push for the
removal of those remains from the
landfill and their return to the World
Trade Center site to be part of the
planned memorial. WTC Families
for Proper Burial is made up of
several dozen local residents—
those who have lost loved ones
and close friends as well as other
interested parties. In addition, a
number of people across the coun-
try provide the group with input,
advice and support.

Diane Horning of Scotch Plains,
along with her husband, Kurt,
helped found the group after meet-
ing Art Russo of Union at a support
group last year. Mrs. Horning’s son,
Matthew, a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, was
employed by Marsh McLennan
when he was lost on September 11.
Mr. Russo also lost his son on that
day. Several months ago, when they
met, they talked about their frus-
trations in trying to have the ashen
remains of the victims moved out
of the Fresh Kills Landfill, where
they have been intermingled with
the physical wreckage of the twin
towers.

Mrs. Horning told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood this week
that, at first, she had trusted au-
thorities “to get things done prop-
erly” as far as the proper disposi-
tion of the remains was concerned.
“Then I saw everything buried in
the landfill and I started to become
an activist alone.”

After meeting and hearing Mr.
Russo’s similar concerns, they de-
cided to join forces and form the
WTC Families for Proper Burial.

Four Candidates Compete
For Three SP-F BOE Seats

By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Times

Two incumbents and two new can-
didates filed petitions on Monday,
February 24, for their chance to rep-
resent Scotch Plains, on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education.

The four candidates will
vie for three seats (three-year
terms). Those candidates
include incumbents, Vice
President Linda Nelson,
who is up for her second term,
and Thomas Russo, who is
up for his third term. The
incumbents will face-off with
newcomers George Gowen
and Betti Ann Woerner.

After three terms, Board
member Theresa Larkin, de-
cided not to run again. Mrs.
Larkin told The Times, “It
has been a privilege to serve
this fine community.  But
after nine years it is time for
me to undertake new endeav-
ors.”

Board Vice President
Linda Nelson, a resident of
Scotch Plains for almost 20
years, has two sons who have
graduated from high school
and are currently attending
college.

Mrs. Nelson’s professional
field is school public rela-
tions, for which she has a
master’s degree from
Glassboro State College,
now Rowan University. Cur-
rently, she combines her
Board of Education service
with her freelance work as a
writer, editor and public re-
lations consultant.

Mrs. Nelson is a member
of Calvary Lutheran Church
in Cranford, where she serves as a lay
assistant, member of several commit-
tees and chair of the Memorials Com-
mittee.

Mrs. Nelson also served as presi-
dent of the women’s organization,
capital fund-raising drive chairper-
son, Sunday School teacher, and three-
year congregational president.

Before being elected to the Board
in 2000, Mrs. Nelson held the follow-
ing community roles: member of the
McGinn Elementary and Terrill
Middle School PTA Executive

Boards, member of the PTA Council,
member of the Terrill Music Boosters
and the High School Music Boosters
Association Executive Boards, Board
of Education liaison on behalf of the

McGinn PTA and the Music
Boosters Association, mem-
ber of the 1994 Board of
Education Facilities Task
Force, two-time Cub Scout
den mother.

“I made the commitment
when I was elected to my
first term on the Board to
continue my service if I was
able. The community ben-
efits when Board members
are able to invest time in
learning the role and respon-
sibilities, and continue serv-
ing for more than one term.
Most issues we deal with are
complex and require some-
one with experience as a
Board member, public
school parent and commu-
nity resident,” said Mrs.
Nelson.

Thomas Russo, who at-
tended SP-F schools, has
been a resident of Scotch
Plains since 1966.

Mr. Russo and his wife,
Marla, are parents to two
sons, one currently a junior
in high school and one an
eighth grader at Park
Middle.

Mr. Russo is a certified
criminal trial attorney with
Mueller, Russo and
Warmington, P.C., dividing
his time between offices in
Scotch Plains, Morristown
and Newton.

Mr. Russo received his
Bachelors of Arts degree in
Economics and Sociology

from the College of William and Mary
and received a Juris Doctorate in 1981
from the American University Wash-
ington College of Law.

Mr. Russo, who has served on the
Board of Education for the past six
years and is currently up for his third
term, has also served as a past Presi-
dent of the Fanwood Scotch Plains
Rotary Club and a past Vice-Presi-
dent of the Jaycees. Mr. Russo has
also been a Catechist at St.
Bartholomew’s Church for seven
years. He has volunteered as a coach

on the SPFHS mock trial team for
three years, served on various PTAs
and has been involved with the St.
Bart’s softball league for three years.

“Scotch Plains is my hometown. I
am very proud of our community and
our school district. I t has served me
well and I want to make sure that it
continues to serve our students well,
now and in the future. The state is
dumping most of its funding into the
failing ‘Abbott’ districts. As a result,
successful school districts like ours
face very serious financial challenges.
We have to fight to obtain our fair
share of state and federal aid. There is
no other way to maintain the quality
of our district without unfairly bur-
dening our taxpayers.”

George Gowen, a ten-year resident,
of Scotch Plains, lives in town with
his wife Jane and two sons, Zachary

FW Council Pans Commercial
Parking and Library Spending

By JAMES A. BRIDGE
Specially Written for The Times

There was plenty of “ugly” at the
Monday night Borough Council
meeting.

Trucks are littering the downtown
business district after hours, “caus-
ing an eyesore situation,” according
to Council President Joel Whitaker.

A resolution to amend the land use
ordinance to restrict commercial ve-
hicle parking crashed into a fog bank
of unclear language and scope. Coun-
cil President Joel Whitaker withdrew
his action as his proposed change
itself became too different to remain
for consideration.

Mr. Whitaker’s intent was to re-
strict business district commercial
parking in the historic downtown to
set hours. Today, at least one com-
pany there is leaving its vehicle parked
visibly, marring the view of the down-
town.

Borough Attorney Mark Peck
pointed out that the ordinance amend-
ment didn’t specify trucks.

“It could be a 10-speed parked in
front of a floral shop,” he said.

Mr. Peck also noted that the ordi-
nance didn’t delineate a clear scope
of geography to cover the entire bor-
ough. Mr. Whitaker though was ame-
nable to an amendment that would
shine the full effect of the restriction
down to the Sun Tavern on South
Avenue.

Councilman Andrew Calamaras
took issue with the vagaries of the
proposed amendment.

“I think we need to define commer-

cial vehicle,” he said. “I think its way
too broad.”

Councilman Michael Brennan said
that he didn’t want Fanwood busi-
ness that rely on their truck to have to
find, or pay for, alternative parking.
Mayor Louis Jung said that the mu-
nicipal parking lot could be avail-
able for such hardship cases. But
again, a lack of definition dogged the
discussion.

“It has to be defined, what over-
night means,” he said. “We are going
to say that you can use the municipal
lot during a certain time frame.”

Mr. Peck, though, winced at

thought of a municipal and commer-
cial parking lot, overnight. “I am not
comfortable...with actually codify-
ing that,” he said.

While the motion was ultimately
withdrawn, the amendment will be
recast with a definition of commer-
cial vehicle drawn from existing resi-
dential code. The new amendment
will also offer a time frame banning
commercial vehicles from the park-
ing before the downtown between
the hours of 10 p.m. and 8 a.m.

Council President Whitaker said
that this time was a good time to dust

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10Marks Calls Governor’s
Sprawl Plan ‘Dangerous’

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil passed a resolution on Tuesday
night expressing its concerns over
Governor James McGreevey’s recently
announced suburban sprawl efforts.

With the eastern part of New Jersey,
and Scotch Plains in particular, part of
the area of the state deemed by Tren-
ton to be suitable for further develop-
ment, the resolution urged the Gover-
nor and other state officials “to follow
through and deliver us additional le-
gal tools to curb unwise development;
fight, perhaps through constitutional
amendment, unfair and burdensome
Supreme Court decisions that have
led to additional development; and
reconsider the new State Map that
encourages additional development
for communities such as ours that are
fully developed and have correspond-
ingly burdened infrastructures, school
systems and municipal services.”

Mayor Martin Marks called the
sprawl plan “a dangerous proposal.”

The township Planning Board and
the council are already at work to
develop proposals that would give
local authorities more power to reject
what they see as overzealous develop-
ment, especially in residential areas.

At the start of the council’s regular
meeting, Paul Malool, the township’s
Emergency Management Coordinator,
made a brief presentation to update the
council on local efforts and plans in the
event of a terrorist-related incident.

Mr. Malool’s remarks were timely in
light of the heightened alert status
announced by the federal government.
He displayed a thick binder that he
said contained the township’s emer-
gency operations procedures, which
detail all types of emergencies as well
as the local response to each of them.

The state recently gave its formal

approval to the township’s terrorism
response plans, he said.

There is also a emergency manage-
ment committee that meets periodi-
cally to discuss matters and also to
role-play certain emergency situa-
tions to ensure that all local agencies
are working well together.

Addressing this month’s nation-
wide response to the heightened alert,
Mr. Malool recommended that, in the
event of an emergency, residents lis-
ten to television and radio, and said
it would be a good idea to keep a
battery-operated radio on hand if
power was interrupted.

He said that, if an evacuation was
necessary, police, fire and rescue

Administration Suggests Cutting
Middle School Sports and Clubs

By JENNIFER PINTO
Specially Written for The Times

At last Thursday’s budget meeting
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education reviewed recommenda-
tions for the 2003-2004-school bud-
get, which were presented by Busi-
ness Administrator and Board Secre-
tary Anthony Del Sordi.

Mr. Del Sordi presented the admin-
istrations recommendations for bud-
get cuts, (the administration recom-
mendations included input from prin-
cipals and supervisors).

Needless to say, the most shocking
recommendation felt by the board
was to cut all middle school sports
from $60,632 to $0 and ninth grade

sports from $21,812 to $0.
In addition the recommendations

also suggested cutting some of the
cocurricular activities in the high
school from $342,911 to $142,911, a
$200,000 cut, and all activities in the
elementary schools from $23,001 to
$0 and middle schools $65,060 to $0.
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Douglas M. Fasciale
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

by the Supreme Court of New Jersey

Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas, LLP

Attorneys At Law - A Full Service Firm

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 Paterson Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. Euclid Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Concentrating in personal injury
 and malpractice cases.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21
• A Rahway Road resident reported

credit card fraud. Three suspects used his
credit card to make purchases. The victim
was notified when his credit card company
called to question him about some charges.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
• A Westfield Road resident reported

fraud. The victim stated that someone has
been using her bank checking account to
make numerous internet payments to sev-
eral different companies.

• A Forest Road resident reported an
attempted theft of his motor vehicle. The
victim stated that he was taking his dog for
a walk and noticed that his car interior light
was on. The victim noticed his rear door
open up and then a young black male exited
from the vehicle running. The suspect was

wearing blue pants and a jacket with a dark
wool hat. The victim stated that nothing
appeared to be missing from the vehicle.

• A Spruce Mill Road resident reported
that his vehicle had been scratched. The
driver’s side door to the rear driver’s side
passenger door. The vehicle was parked
over night near his apartment.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
• A Hunter Avenue resident reported

having his 1997 silver Dodge Ram pickup
truck stolen. The vehicle was parked in his
driveway at 11 p.m. on Saturday, February
22. The next morning at 6 a.m. it was
missing.

• Two Winding Brook Way residents
reported having their metal lamps at the end
of their driveway smashed. The lamps
were mounted on the top of a brick base.

and the government need to encour-
age the art of writing and the joy of
reading whenever we can.”

“We are planning in the near future
to reach out to the community in
hopes of acquiring photos, memora-
bilia, etc relating to the library’s an-
niversary,” said Carol Campell, a
member of the Friends.

The Friends organization was or-
ganized in 1986, and has remained
active ever since. Programs include
concerts, workshops and storytelling.

On Friday, March 7, young readers
and the public are invited to the li-
brary, where Congressman Michael
Ferguson will read “House Mouse,
Senate Mouse” by Peter Barnes.

“Congressman Mike Ferguson, a
former educator, graciously honored
a local family’s request to interrupt
his hectic schedule in Washington,
D.C. and at home in the district, to
read to some of Fanwood’s children
while helping to publicize our 100th
anniversary,” stated Children’s Li-
brarian Susan Staub.

“In the Congress, he’s working on
the House Commerce Committee
while at home, in addition to working
in the district, he’s working to help
his wife Maureen with their children
and their new baby,” she said.

Mr. Weiss added, “We have some
rather interesting celebratory events
following the Congressman’s visit.
We’re rather excited to announce that
the Commerce Bank has today agreed
to co-sponsor with the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library a free
outdoor concert featuring nationally
renowned Grammy award-winning
children’s performer Tom Chapin.”

“This town-wide event will take
place on Sunday, June 1,” concluded
Mr. Weiss. “We are encouraging our
neighbors to attend, they’ll be free
food and entertainment, but we’d like
to see residents bring deserts to share
with their neighbors. Residents can
contact the library for further details.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Library
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Planning Bd
investments “in your neighborhood
as well as your own home.” He said the
Council could discuss the issue at its
conference meeting next Tuesday
before letting township legal officials
draft an ordinance change and then,
after allowing the Planning Board to
confirm that the legal language con-
forms with the township’s Master Plan,
introducing the ordinance amendment
sometime in March.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Group Petitions Proper
Burial of Sept. 11 Victim

The group’s efforts have been focused
on getting support from New Jersey and
New York officials for moving the re-
mains out of the landfill, and Mrs.
Horning said the level of cooperation
from the two states could not be more
different.

“In New Jersey, we’ve gotten a good

response and a rapid response,” Mrs.
Horning said. Twin bills are under con-
sideration in the Legislature that would
compel the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey to cover and place in
containers the ashes for eventual trans-
port to the twin towers site to become
part of the planned memorial. In addi-
tion, “Governor McGreevey has been
extremely responsive,” Mrs. Horning
said. “He doesn’t just respond in gen-
eral. He’s very specific and very fast.”

The Governor wrote to President
Bush requesting that the victims’ ashes
be returned to lower Manhattan and
also assisted in a mailing done by the
WTC Families group to inform vic-
tims’ next of kin about the situation on
Staten Island. Mrs. Horning called the
Governor “very generous.” Further, she
singled out U.S. Senator Jon Corzine,
Congressman Michael Ferguson, State
Assemblywoman Linda Stender and
State Senator Neil Cohen for their ef-
forts of the group’s behalf.

Officials in New York City and in the
state government have been less-than-
helpful, Mrs. Horning says. The Lower
Manhattan Development Corporation,
an agency set up to oversee the rebuild-
ing of ground zero, has allowed vic-
tims’ families to speak briefly at any
public hearings it has held, but, accord-
ing to Mrs. Horning, those comments
are limited to three minutes and “there
is no response, no comments” from the
agency. The city government has been
similarly unhelpful as has the state
government.

“There’s a lot of buck passing,” she
told The Times, with the office of Gov-
ernor George Pataki admitting to Mrs.
Horning that it was deferring to Mayor
Michael Bloomberg on the matter, while
the Mayor’s office told her that removal
of the ashes was not a high priority for
City Hall.

In the meantime, the city’s medical
examiner has concluded that human
remains are part of the debris stored at
Fresh Kills. Mrs. Horning said she is in
contact with officials from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
about possible assistance from the fed-
eral government.

Besides the lobbying of state and
city officials, WTC Families is also
circulating a petition, by hand and
online, that calls for the removal of the
ashen remains to the Trade Center site.
Mrs. Horning says the petition has gotten
about 15,000 signatures from all 50
states, Puerto Rico and 26 foreign coun-
tries. The group plans to deliver the
petitions to the various agencies that
are delaying a resolution of the issue on
March 11, the 18-month anniversary of
the terrorist attacks. “But it’s not stop-
ping there,” Mrs. Horning said. “As
long as there is no memorial, it will keep
going.”

The group’s petition can be accessed
online at www.PetitionOnline.com/
WTCASHES/petition.html. The
group’s website, at http://
mywebpages.comcast.net/tomwin95/
WTC/index.html, contains information
about its activities, the text of the bills
pending in Trenton, contact informa-
tion, press clippings and a link to the
petition. WTC Families for Proper
Burial can also be reached at P.O. Box
236, Fanwood, 07023.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council Pans Commercial
Parking and Library Spending

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Candidates

The general consensus of the board
was that something else must be cut to
avoid the elimination of all sports and
clubs.

“The elimination of all middle-school
sports, and 75 percent of all clubs elimi-
nated is not acceptable…my preference
is to cut staff and increase activities,”
stated board member Thomas Russo.

Many board members agreed that
the extreme cuts would be detrimental
to the school experience. Board mem-
ber Theresa Larkin suggested looking
at the total costs of textbooks that the
district plans on purchasing next year
as well as investigating other areas that
could perhaps endure some of the cuts
that have been allocated to middle
school sports and clubs. Other areas
that will also be reviewed comprise of
technology and supplies.

In regards to cutting the sports and
clubs, Board member Susan Dyckman
stated, “If we let this go, how would we
ever get it back, these programs are part
of their education.”

However, sports and cocurricular
activities are not the only programs
being cut. Just about every program is
undergoing cuts.

According to the information at last
week’s meeting, five teaching posi-
tions are to be added in the areas of
Physical Education, English, World
Language, Science and Math. These
five teaching positions, which have
been cut down from 11 originally re-
quested, will alleviate increased en-
rollment at the high school.

In addition, two positions will also
be added, but are yet to be determined.
It is possible that those two positions
may or may not be for counselors in the
middle school level.

At last week’s meeting Michael Walsh,
the Board representative from RESOLVE,
spoke briefly about their services and
reiterated to the board that they will
continue to work around the needs of the
district. Currently, much of the districts
counseling is provided through services
provided by RESOLVE.

“RESOLVE has been called for inter-
vention, why not let RESOLVE pro-
vide this service (counseling),” stated
Mr. Walsh.

Another option that was discussed
by the board is whether or not class size
should be raised in order to compensate
for the cost of middle school sports and
clubs. During the public portion of the
meeting, Margaret Aimes stated, “This
is what a community must bear. If a
second question is about cocurricular
activities, we would have to live with it,
I don’t want to see an increase in class
sizes.” Mrs. Aimes also recommended
that the board look at the budget allot-
ted for substitute teachers, to see if any
cuts could be made there.

Most board members felt that a sec-
ond question would be too much to
bear and could be rejected in light of the
projected tax increase.

According to Public Relations Of-
ficer, Kathy Meyer, “The 2003 tax in-
crease for Scotch Plains is 8.84 percent
and 11.19 percent for Fanwood.”
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SCOTCH PLAINS,  SUMMIT,
EDISON  &  METUCHEN

“In discussing all these cuts, the esti-
mated tax impact is very, very substantial.
I guess the highest I ever seen, and given
that, a second question would be highly
unlikely to be successful, I don’t see that
being a good idea,” stated Mr. Russo.

“I don’t think it would be wise to go
about (a second question) this time,”
stated Board member Theresa Larkin.

Vice President Linda Nelson also
concurred, saying, “An awful high tax
rate to begin with, I think a second
question is a bad idea.”

The adoption of the tentative budget
will be approved tonight for it’s sub-
mission to the County Superintendent,
nevertheless, changes can still be made
up to the public hearing in March. Any
changes since last Thursday’s meeting
are still to be seen and might be pub-
licly discussed tonight.

The Times asked Mrs. Meyer, if she
feels that the board will try to avoid cuts
to sports and cocurricular activities in
which she responded, “Yes, we will try
to avoid that, there will be a big push to
avoid those cuts unless the board de-
cides to go with a second question.”

According to Mrs. Meyer, Superin-
tendent of Schools, Dr. Carol Choye
has received plenty of reactions from
the public regarding those recommen-
dations, and she has taken all the feed-
back into consideration.

Right before press time, The Times
contacted Dr. Choye regarding some of
the community’s concern. Dr. Choye
told The Times that she has heard com-
ments from the community, particu-
larly regarding the $200,000 decrease
in cocurricular programs at the high
school. In reevaluating the budget with
SPFHS Principal, Dr. David Heisey and
members of the administration, Dr.
Choye told The Times that the high
school cocurricular programs would
only be cut by $35,000.

Dr. Choye also voiced her concerns
regarding the tight budget, stating that
most of the cuts are due to state man-
dates. She also stated that the district
pays 11 million for the Special Educa-
tion program but only receives three
million in return from the state. Dr.
Choye also said that the state told the
district back in September of 2001 that
the ESL program would receive
$29,000 but in actuality they received
$5,900. Other concerns are related to
the basic skills programs and rising
costs of health insurance and out of
district placements. In addition the dis-
trict has to budget for 200 extra stu-
dents with no additional state aid.

“SP-F is the best district, I want our
kids to get the best education without
burdening the taxpayers,” said Dr. Choye.

According to Mr. Del Sordi’s budget
status figures, the current expense tax
levy is $53,739,431; the amount over
cap is $2,016,269. The adjusted tax levy
is $51,723,162. Last year’s tax levy was
$47,830,375. That is an increase of
$3,892,787 or 8.14 percent, an increase
of 6.92 percent from last year.

The next public meeting will be to-
night held at 7:45 p.m. at the board of
education administration building.

Erratum
In the February 20 edition of The

Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the article
about Jon Bramnick being chosen
for the Assembly seat, it stated that
Dan Gallic recently managed the
unsuccessful U.S. senate campaign
for Doug Forrester, when it should
have read consulted as opposed to
managed. The Leader/Times also
stated that John Sette was a Free-
holder, he is actually a Republican
Chairman. The article also did not
state that Attorney Michael Tripody,
Mayor of Kenilworth also served as
the official legal consul for the con-
vention.

In the same article it stated that
Union County started the night at 6
p.m. with 186 (delegates). It should
have read 196. The article also in-
cluded Kenilworth as part of Mr.
Bramnick’s district. Kenilworth is
not part of the 21st district. We
regret the errors.

squad vehicles would drive through
neighborhoods announcing an evacu-
ation and instructing residents on how
to proceed.

He also said information on other
preparedness measures could be found
on various websites, including
www.fema.gov, www.ready.gov and the
websites for the Salvation Army and
Red Cross.

Mr. Malool can be contacted at the
Municipal Building at (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 310.

In other business, Mayor Marks an-
nounced that the county, with state
assistance, will conduct a deer census
in and around the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion to determine if the deer population
on the south side of Scotch Plains has
grown excessive and, if so, what to do
about the situation.

Residents have complained of deer
in their yards and on the local roads and
after asking for assistance from the
county for the past few years.

County Manager George Devanney
informed Mayor Marks on Tuesday
that the study would be conducted.

The county had conducted an inves-
tigation of the deer overpopulation in
the Watching Reservation several years
back, found an overpopulation prob-
lem and taken actions that alleviated
the situation somewhat.

The Mayor urged residents to con-
tinue contacting him about their own
experiences with deer so that the county
will have information that is as com-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

plete as possible.
The council also passed several ordi-

nances, including one that establishes
crosswalks at several locations on Park
Avenue in the downtown area, as well
as on Roosevelt Avenue near Trenton
Avenue and on Westfield Avenue at St.
Bartholomew’s Church.

Another ordinance revises the guide-
lines for the use of temporary operating
permits while another will increase
various construction fees charged by
the local government.

The council also passed an ordi-
nance which forbids vehicles from
standing or stopping on a section of
Sunrise Court near Evergreen Avenue
between 8 and 9 a.m. and 2 and 4 p.m.
on school days.

The governing body also approved
the payment of $8,152 in funding for
the Municipal Alliance Committee
(MAC), a local group that works to
prevent substance abuse.

Last week, several council members
had requested MAC to submit a report
detailing its activities and the effec-
tiveness of its programs, and Mayor
Marks said that the group had, indeed,
submitted a report that was deemed to
be satisfactory by the members of the
council.

Councilman Frank Rossi com-
mended the township’s Public Works
Department for its efforts during the
February 16-17 blizzard, as well as its
snow-clearing efforts in the days after-
ward.

Marks Calls Governor’s
Sprawl Plan ‘Dangerous’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Admin. Recommends Cutting
Middle School Sports, Clubs

and Spencer.
Mr. Gowen holds an Associates De-

gree in applied science from Graham
Junior College in Boston, Mass. where
he majored in broadcast and continu-
ing education from the school of New
York City.

Mr. Gowen has an extensive busi-
ness background in the area of informa-
tion technology at the senior level in
which he has served in many capaci-
ties. Mr. Gowen currently operates his
own Internet based business, Shooting
StarGroup, LLC.

Mr. Gowen has also been active in his
church as a Sunday school teacher and
in working with pre-teen youth.

“I have been an active participant in
the public education process for de-
cades. Almost twenty years ago, while
I was a resident in New York City, there
was a vote taken in the state where I had
grown up to ‘cap’ property taxes. The
passage of this cap by voters in Massa-
chusetts threatened to end many pro-
grams in public school districts where
alternative funding was non-existent.
This included the City of Brockton,
Massachusetts, where I grew up. I felt it
necessary to rise to the defense of some
of these programs despite the fact that
I no longer lived there. It was a simple
commitment to ‘best practices’ educa-
tion. I created a major ‘reunion’ project
in support of Gifted and Talented Edu-
cation. In the process, one of the things
I discovered was how little of the ‘real’
long-term value of certain educational
programs is understood by current day
voters and boards. Student input, from
the past and present, is often ignored or
misinterpreted.

“If I am elected to serve on our Scotch
Plains/Fanwood Board, I will consider
everything as ‘in play’. Every cost cen-
ter, every line item, every program,
each and every class size...’in play’...as
I strive to maintain the quality and
promise of education in this district
and ensure delivery to the students who
are our ‘tomorrow’.”

Betti Ann Woerner, has lived in
Scotch Plains for about six years since
her move from Westfield, where she
resided for approximately seven years.

A mother to two children, a second
grader and a soon to be kindergartener,
she volunteers her time as a Trustee at
her church.

Mrs. Woerner has also served as a
Board Member and (former) Treasurer
of the Wesley Hall Nursery School,
First United Methodist Church in
Westfield. She is a former member of the
Education Foundation of Scotch Plains.

Currently, Mrs. Woerner is a member
of the SPF YMCA and serves as a mem-
ber of the PTA.

Mrs. Woerner received a Masters of
Arts in Urban Planning: specialization in
Economic Development from Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State Univer-
sity. She received her Bachelors of Arts in
Urban Studies and Political Science from
St. Peter’s College, New Jersey.

In the past, Mrs. Woerner has taught
“Introduction to Finance” at New York
University and “Introduction to Eco-
nomics” and “Grants Management at
Fordham University.

“I want to give something back to my
community in a way that is meaningful
to me.  My background is financial,
having been a Comptroller and CFO of
The Children’s Aid Society” (in New
York City) for over 10 years. I hope to
use my financial background and skills
to help hold the line on property taxes
without compromising our high qual-
ity educational standards. I have a lot to
learn but I have a strong commitment to
the Scotch Plains’s Fanwood educa-
tional system especially during the next
12 years as my children progress
through the system. I will do my best to
make an already great educational sys-
tem even better.”

The public will be able to vote for the
candidates of their choice on Election
Day, April 15.

off the heretofore tabled capital im-
provement projects of the last two or
three years. Aside from taking advan-
tage of the low interest rates, putting
the projects in play would give work
to contractors during a time when the
economy is sluggish and work is slow.

“People need work. Interests rates
are low,” he said.

Mr. Whitaker continued that cost
of money was at a nadir. “We’ll get 3.5
to four percent, instead of the more
typical 5.5 to six percent.”

Councilman Michael Brennan rec-
ommended that the council needs to
set a completion policy, should it
bond these projects.

“I think we have to have a policy
statement about getting this work
done,” he said.

Councilman David Trumpp
agreed. “There are about 30 projects
here. Costs go up while the streets go
unpaved.”

Mr. Trumpp said Tuesday in a tele-
phone interview that some of the
projects that might lend themselves to
bonding are for recreational facilities,
field improvements, and basic im-
provements. “The bulk of them in-
volved upgrading infrastructure.
Roads, drains, sidewalks, etc.,” he said.

Mr. Trumpp added that he agreed
the time was right to look into the
bonding, and that it might be good
for the people of Fanwood.

“It’s a way of trying to what he need
to do while being cost-effective, for
the benefit of our tax payers,” he said.

Council will invite bond counsel
and borough auditors to a Tuesday,
March 4 meeting to discuss the real
impact of bonding the projects.

Councilman Whitaker strongly
advised the council to adopt a four
per cent raise for all non-represented
borough employees.

He said that the Police and DPW
unions had settled on four per cent
increases, and that rate could fairly be
applied to the non-union work force.

“One of my goals in life is to help
them think that they don’t ever have
to think about looking for a union,”
he said. He also said that offering less
might make the non-represented
workers feel that the council was “bal-
ancing the budget on their backs.”

The council seemed to close the
book on an open wound when it re-
solved to give the Library somewhat
less than it expected.

The library is not bound by council
in how it spends its money. Last year
when the council passed the library’s
budget, it also passed along the
Borough’s low rate of increase over the
prior year—less than three percent.

Councilman Whitaker said that the
library, according to New Jersey law,
has the right to spend unbridled by the
council. When library manager Dan
Weiss found he could not offer the
raises to employees and himself that
he wanted, he moved the funds out of
the library’s operating budget.

This move, Mr. Whitaker said, was
not in the spirit of the tight-fisted
budget passed last year. And, while
acknowledging that the library can
act unilaterally, he brought to coun-
cil the opinion that the library was
entitled to a stipulated minimum, this
year $237,619. The library must ask
the borough for any additional dol-
lars. And, Mr. Whitaker said, while he
might not force the library to hold the
line on salaries, he and council can
control that extra, voluntary contri-
bution.

“We can control these cost,” he
said.

Stuart Kline, who ultimately joined
with his colleagues in offering the
library less than they asked for, opined
that withholding the voluntary por-
tion of the budget might impugn an
otherwise stellar organization.

“We have a world-class library,” he
said.

Michael Brennan sided with
Whitaker. “I don’t like these games,”
he said. He noted that the library was
asking for an additional outlay for
books this year.

“To me, that was $5,000 that they
spent on salary that they could have
spent on books,” he said.

Councilman Andrew Calamaras
said he thought the library’s invest-
ment in a money market account was
incredibly bad form.

“To put money in a money market
account when we are all trying to
scrape by is wrong,” he said.

The net is that the library wanted
$71,680 for their 2003 operating
budget. Council has decided to give
them $68,000. Council calculated
the salary increase backward to 2002,
applying the 2.3 percent raise that
was bypassed. Then, they uplifted
that number to the four per cent they
have given throughout the borough.


