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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Quality and Talent Make Up
West-Union Co. Wrestlers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This year, wrestlers from seven high
schools in the western Union County
area are gearing up for action on the mats.
Many are quality wrestlers and plan to
display their talents in state competition
at the end of the season. Many will not be
fortunate enough to make it as far as the
states, but will provide excitement on the
district and regional level.

Cranford, Governor Livingston, A.L.
Johnson, New Providence, Rahway,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Westfield
all have wrestlers who are respected by
their peers. Many will meet face to face
this season in dual meets, the Union
County Tournament, in the Districts or in
the Region 3 Tournament. Following  is

a breakdown of some of these wrestlers
and the high schools they represent.

CRANFORD:
Nick Fekete

Fekete, a senior, has terrorized oppo-
nents ever since he stepped foot on the
mats. Last year, Fekete finished with a
33-2 record, swept the Bloomfield Tour-
nament, the districts, the counties, the
regions and placed third in the state at
189. In his sophomore year, Fekete placed
fifth/sixth in the states and had a 29-2
record. Fekete is well on his way to
having the all-time best winning percent-
age in Cranford High School history.

Pat Ekstrom
Ekstrom is a junior, who will wrestle at

215 for the Cougars. Last year, Ekstrom

finished with a 15-13 record. As a freshman,
Ekstrom placed third in the county at 215.

John Donofrio
Donofrio showed fire and blazing

quickness as a freshman at 140. Donofrio
had an 18-10 record, placed second in the
districts and fifth in the counties.

A.L. JOHNSON:
Todd DeWitt

DeWitt, a junior, placed first in the
districts, second in the county tourna-
ment and fourth in the regions at 145 last
year and ran up a 22-8 record. This sea-
son, DeWitt will wrestle 152.

Dennis Bowden
Bowden, now a senior, wrestled 130

last year, had a 15-10 record and placed
third in the districts. Bowden will com-
pete at 140 this year.

Brian Drake
Drake, a senior, placed fourth in the

districts, sixth in the counties and had a
14-10 record at 171. Drake plans to wrestle
189 this season.

Nick Lin
Lin, a senior, was 15-7 last year and

placed second in the districts at 103

NEW PROVIDENCE:
Rich Sachsel

Sachsel, a four-year varsity wrestler,
placed first in the Rahway Tournament,
third at Hanover Park Tournament, sec-
ond in the Union County Tournament,
second in District 12 and fourth in Re-
gion 3 at 112 to finish with a 21-7 record.
Sachsel will be wrestling 125 this year.

Pete Paradise
Paradise, a junior, wrestled up a weight

class last year at 119, was second in
Rahway Tournament, third in District 12
and finished 16-9. Paradise will stay at
119 this year.

               Dom Spagnola
Spagnola, a senior, took first in Dis-

trict 12 at 215 and qualified for the Re-
gion 3 Tournament. Spagnola also was a
district runner-up at 215 as a sophomore.

Don DeFillippis
DeFillippis could be a candidate for a

state championship at 135 or 140.
DeFillippis is a two-time county cham-
pion, two-time  St. Benedict’s Prep champ,
two-time District 10 champ and two-time
Region 3 champ. As a freshman,
DeFillippis was the state runner-up at 112.
Last year, as the No. 1 seed at 125, he was
upset in the quarterfinals of the states for
his only loss. In two years, DeFillippis has
amassed a 57-2 record.

GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON:
Brett Vanderveer

Vanderveer, 29-2, won the Union
County title, the District 12 title, the Re-
gion 3 title, and placed fifth-sixth in the
state tournament at 103. This year as a
junior, Vanderveer plans to wrestle 112.

Tim Marcantonio
Marcantonio, now a sophomore, was

16-10 and placed fourth in District 12 at
130. Marcantonio plans to wrestle 145.

Kris Lecomte
Lecomte was 16-9 last year at 119 as

a sophomore. This year, he plans to
wrestle 135.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD:
Tony Melendez

Melendez finished 19-6, was first in the
District 12 Tournament and placed second
in the Union County tournament at 125 as
a sophomore. This season Melendez plans
to occupy the 130-pound class.

Luke Cerchio
Cerchio was 16-12, placed third in the

counties and third in the districts at 140.
Cherchio, a senior, plans to compete at
145 this season.

Dave Loewinger
Loewinger, a sophomore who will

wrestle 103, placed third in District 12
and had a 16-12 record at 103.

Jim Feeley
Feeley, a junior at 250 pounds, will

totally fill in the heavyweight position.
Last year, Feeley was 15-12, placed third
in the districts and qualified for the Re-

Nik Fekete, 189Antonio Garay, Hwt

Shawn Stueber, 130

Mike Baly, 160 Jason Crutchfield, 160 Tony Melendez, 130

Pete Paradise, 119 Onur Tezucar, 145 John Donofrio, 140

KRIEGER, HAWKS, OSBORNE GET 1ST TEAM ALL-UC

Blue Devils Record Big Stats
En Route to Huge 6-3 Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School football
team really left its mark and opened the
eyes of its opposition this season by roar-
ing from a disturbing 1-8 record in 1996
to an impressive 6-3 season in 1997. The
Blue Devils seized the attention of the
media on Thanksgiving Day when they
pummeled, then 13th-ranked Plainfield
High School, 22-7.

Seniors Jason Krieger, Rasheed Hawks
and Jason Osborne rose to the top and
were selected to the First Team All-Union
County list by The Star Ledger and Head
Coach Ed Tranchina received the distin-
guished honor of being selected as the
Union County Coach of the Year.

Krieger grabbed top honors as a place-
kicker, proving his nerves of steel when

he kicked a 27-yard field goal in double-
overtime to defeat Irvington, 12-9. Krieger
also shot down the spirits of the Cardinals
from Plainfield, when he launched a 32-
yard field goal into the howling wind as
more than 4,000 screaming fans watched
it fluff softly over the crossbar. Krieger
also kicked 16 extra points.

Hawks flew everywhere; whether it
was on offense or defense; his blazing
speed made him extremely dangerous on
kickoffs and punt returns. Hawks was
selected to the first team as a kick-re-
turner, but also led the Blue Devils with
91 tackles. Hawks also had two dazzling
interceptions, rushed for 108 yards and
had two receptions for 24 yards.

Osborne was another player who was
amazing on both offense and defense.
Osborne had 44 tackles and snatched

four key interceptions as a defensive back
which won him the first team honors.
Offensively, Osborne led the team in
rushing with 576 yards, recording an
incredible 8.3 yards per carry, in scoring
with 11 touchdowns and in receiving
with 195 yards.

Senior Brendan Hickey filled the Sec-
ond Team All-County slot as an offen-
sive guard. A familiar sight at the begin-
ning of many big offensive plays was
seeing Hickey pulling left or right and
blasting open a hole for Osborne who
would then dash for huge gains. On de-
fense, Hickey was credited with 36 tack-
les and plugged up the internal line to
force opposing running backs to take
alternate routes.

Senior Greg Gorski was selected to the
Third Team All-Union County in the
linebacker position. Gorski accumulated
55 tackles this season and forced oppos-
ing quarterbacks to make premature pass-
ing decisions. Last year, Gorski was sec-
ond in tackles to teammate Jason Yarusi,
who set a Westfield High School record
of 139 tackles. Although primarily used
for blocking on offense, Gorski had two
receptions for 19 yards.

Senior Bob Baykowski, at quarter-
back, managed to amass 471 yards pass-
ing, which had a yield of five touch-
downs, and added two rushing touch-
downs himself. Other than Osborne,
Baykowski’s primary receivers were jun-
iors Tom Lee who grabbed eight passes
for 74 yards and Lamont Turner who
pulled in four passes for 115 yards.

Lee was second in rushing with 367
yards, second in interceptions with three
and third in tackles with 66. Lee also scored
two touchdowns. Turner plunged across
the goal line five times and was third in
rushing with 226 yards. On defense, Turner
had 35 tackles and one interception.

Junior Todd Dowling was a terror on
defense, as he racked up a total of 74
tackles at linebacker. Dowling also rushed
for 62 yards. Junior Brandon Doerr had
55 tackles as a linebacker and backed up
Baykowski at quarterback. Junior Gabe
Perez contributed 32 tackles, and gained
recognition in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
game when he recorded two quarterback
sacks and batted down two passes.

Juniors Kyle Martinowich, Rob Al-
bino, Matt Krug and Marcus Thornton
recorded 32, 27, 25 and 16 tackles, re-
spectively. Albino also recorded a cru-
cial safety in the Irvington game.

Col lect ively, the Blue Devi ls
outscored their opponents, 164-108,
rushed for 1,372 yards and passed
for 487 yards for a total of 1,859.
Although they will be losing seven
magnificent seniors, the Blue Devils
will still field many experienced ath-
letes next year.

Rasheed Hawks (Offense) Jason Krieger (Kicker)Jason Osborne (Defense)

DUPRE, MANSFIELD NAMED 2ND

Raiders, Devils Accumulate
More Boys’ Soccer Awards
Several members of the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood and Westfield High School
boys’ soccer teams have received more
recognition for their outstanding perfor-
mances. In addition, Raider Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky got some more recogni-
tion of his own.

Senior Raider goalie Jeff Gillie has
impressed virtually everyone who has
watched him play. Once again, Gillie has
been named Player of the Year, this time
by The Courier News. Gillie tops the list
of the 1997 All-Area soccer players se-
lected by The Courier News, which also
includes three additional Raiders.

Senior midfielder Mike Milberger,
senior sweeper Adam Koster and junior
midfielder Todd Moser found themselves
on “The Cream of the Crop” list.

Senior Raider back Doug Bishop and
Blue Devils Dylan Dupre, a senior
midfielder, and Kevin Mansfield, a se-
nior stopper, were named to The Courier
News’ All-Union/Middlesex list.

Raider senior Chris Cardinal and Blue

Devil seniors Mike Baly and Jason
Corcoran have been named to the Honor-
able Mention list.

Breznitsky has been selected as The
Courier News’ Coach of the Year for
helping the superb Raider squad live up
to its expectations. The Raiders finished
with a 23-2-2 record and captured the
Union County Title, the North Jersey
Section 2, Group 3 Title and the State
Group 3 Championship.
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Kehler�s
Athletic
Balance

Subs, Deli &
Catering

221 South Ave
Westfield
233-0430

261 South Ave
Westfield
232-1919

The
Leader
Store

109 E. Broad St.

Westfield
233-5609

789-0140

The Mattress
Factory

Taylor & Love

436 South Ave
Westfield

654-6666

November Scholar Athlete

E ducational Achievement
A thletic Achievement
G ood School Standing
L eadership
E nthusiasm

THE NOVEMBER SCHOLAR-ATHLETE IS
VICKY NUSSE – SOCCER

Senior goalkeeper for the girls soccer team. Nusse was selected to the First Team All-Union County by The
Star Ledger. She recorded 12 shutouts this season and allowed a Union County low of 10 goals this season.
Head Coach Pete Giordano indicated that Nusse was the most technically sound keeper that he has ever
been around. She is considered to be an NCAA Division 1 prospect with excellent instincts for the position.
Nusse is well-rounded academically, athletically and as a model student and citizen. The Scholar-Athlete
of the Month is selected by judges from the Optimists Club of Westfield. A picture of the Scholar-Athlete
with an owner of one of the above sponsoring establishments will be taken and will appear in The Westfield
Leader and The Times. A photograph with the Scholar-Athlete of the Month’s name engraved on a plaque
will also be placed in one of the sponsors’ place of business. The location of the plaque will be mentioned
in The Westfield Leader and The Times.

Don DeFillippis, 135

Bret Vanderveer, 112 Rich Sachsel, 125

Nick Lin, 103Dom Spagnola, 215 Luke Cerchio, 145

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

INTERCEPTION…Blue Devil sopho-
more Chris Giacone leaps and makes
a beautiful interception in the end
zone, in the waning seconds of the
game with Cranford on November 1.
The Blue Devils recorded career vic-
tory No. 500.

Bob Baykowski

ATHLETIC       BALANCE
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Kehler’s

� UMBRO� WILSON � PUMA � ADIDAS � ASICS �

(908) 232-1919

A Retail, SCHOOL & TEAM Dealer Offering A Complete
 Line of School Team Jackets, Uniforms & Footwear

AMPLE FREE PARKING

241 South Ave., East, Westfield
(South Avenue Plaza)

�Your All-Season Sports Supply Store�
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PRE-HOLIDAY SALE

� Adidas Web � Nike Air Strongs
� Converse All Stars 2000

� Sports Boots � Athletic Bags
� Baseball Bats � Tennis Rackets

� Outwear - Starter Coats
� LaCrosse Sticks & Accessories

� Basketball Sneakers - BELOW COST!

Many Items Below COST!

A FULL LINE
OF SOCCER
SHOES AND
APPAREL

908-654-1112

OLYMPIA PLAZA
Rt. 22 East (opposite

 Bowcraft Amusement)�NIKE
�DIADORA

� ADIDAS
� XARA

NEW CONVENIENT HOURS
Mon. to Fri., 10 A.M. to  9 P.M. • Sat., 10 A.M. to 6 P.M. • Sun. NOON to 5

P.M.


