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Fanwood Board of Adjustment Holds Final
Meeting After Nearly Half a Century

May The Peace and Joy of The Holiday Season Be Your�s Throughout The Year

Happy Hanukkah Merry Christmas

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Members of the Fanwood Board of
Adjustment convened for the final
time last Thursday, approving two
applications before bringing down
the curtain on the board�s 47-year
history. As of January, the Planning

Board will assume the responsibili-
ties of the now-disbanded Board of
Adjustment.

Since its inception in the 1950s,
the Board of Adjustment had dealt
with issues ranging from zoning regu-
lations to typical home renovations.
The Borough Council adopted an

ordinance on December 11 which
decreed that the Planning and Ad-
justment Boards be merged, citing a
decline in volunteers and applica-
tions as the chief reasons for main-
taining only one municipal board.

Opening the 544th meeting of the
board was an appeal by David and
Mary Bencivengo of 181 Coriell Av-
enue, who required bulk variances to
construct a 12-foot by 12-foot deck
on the rear of their four-bedroom
home. The lot, located in an R-75
zone, is considered undersized for
the area.

Mr. Bencivengo said the proposed
deck, which will stand approximately
2 1/2 feet off the ground, will replace
an existing 10-foot by 10-foot flat
slab. The new structure, he added,
will give the family more room for
patio-type furniture.

The couple required variances to
compensate for their lot area, which
measures 5,000 feet, in contrast to
the 7,500-foot minimum lot area re-
quired under the Borough Code, and
for their rear-yard setback. The per-
mitted setback is 25 feet, while the
proposed distance with the deck is 13
feet.

Mr. Bencivengo confirmed that his
neighbor to the rear had planted a
row of hemlocks along the property
line which will serve as a buffer.
Board member John Celardo mo-
tioned to approve the application,
which was seconded by his colleague
Cynthia Swindlehurst. The couple
was awarded their variances.

In the second application of the
evening, Mark E. Williams of 22
Kempshall Terrace sought the board�s
approval to construct a detached, one-
car garage at the end of the driveway
which he and his wife, Connie, share
with their next door neighbor.

The applicants required bulk vari-
ances to accommodate their lot area
of 6,600 feet, which is less than the
minimum lot area of 7,500 feet
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By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The year 1997 dawned in Fanwood
with Republican Councilmen Louis
C. Jung and Stuart S. Kline being
sworn in during the governing body�s
annual reorganizational meeting on
New Year�s Day. Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly, reflecting on her first year
in office, described it as having been
�a year of first and farewells.� She
also administered the oaths of office
to members of the Fanwood Volun-
teer Fire Department and the
Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad,
which traditionally had been done on
a separate occasion.

Former Fanwood Mayor Linda d.
Stender took the helm as Chairwoman
of the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders the first week of the
new year, while Kathleen Rice was
named later in the month to head up
the Fanwood Board of Adjustment.
Officials and area residents also gave
a warm welcome in January to the
Chelsea at Fanwood, a new assisted-
living facility on the site of the former
Mansion Hotel on South Avenue.

In what Councilman William E.
Populus, Jr. called an historic event
for the borough, the governing body
introduced a flat municipal budget
for 1997 on February 13. The $5.5
million spending plan, representing
a 0 percent municipal tax increase,
was also completed in accordance

with the state�s deadline. It was for-
mally adopted by the council on
March 13.

Other milestones were commemo-
rated by Fanwood Girl Scouts, who
joined their peers from neighboring
communities in celebration of the
Washington Rock Girl Scout
Council�s 40th anniversary, and the
Philathalians, a Depression-era lo-
cal theater troupe, wrapped up its
65th season.

Although there were no borough
seats available in this year�s race for
three vacancies on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education,
Fanwood residents turned out for a
March 19 �Candidates Night,� which
spotlighted the eight nominees and
their views on such issues as magnet
schools, flexibility in school curricu-
lum and the 1997-1998 school bud-
get. Fanwoodians also joined their
Scotch Plains neighbors in support-
ing the $36,935,929 tax levy for the
$41 million budget during the April
15 school elections.

Eighty-four people, ranging from
toddlers to senior citizens, took part
in the borough�s community clean-
up on April 19, which was held in
conjunction with Earth Day. Promot-
ing the theme �Pick Up Litter, Help
Fanwood Glitter,� participants met
early in the morning at the southside
train station, where they were di-
vided into groups and assigned to

specific areas in the borough. After-
wards, the volunteers were treated to
refreshments donated by local mer-
chants. The Fanwood Earth Day pro-
gram was organized by the Fanwood
Clean Community Committee, in
conjunction with the Department of
Public Works.

Nine people were appointed by the
Borough Council in May to the
Fanwood Community Assessment
Committee, which was charged with
analyzing the community�s strengths
and weaknesses and with developing
improvement strategies to be imple-
mented through the year 2000. In
addition, the Fanwood Downtown
Redevelopment Committee contin-
ued working throughout the year with
officials, merchants, members of the
public and representatives of the RBA
Group, a Morristown consulting firm,
in formulating plans for rejuvenat-
ing the borough�s business district.

The Fanwood Memorial Library�s
Children�s Department, which had
been closed for several months fol-
lowing storm damage the previous
October, held its grand reopening on
May 15. More than 150 people turned
out for the festivities, which included
entertainment, refreshments, souve-
nirs and a look at the newly-refur-
bished downstairs section. Other
events which took place this month
were the �Spring Classic �97� car
show, sponsored on May 18 by the

Fanwood Policeman�s Benevolent
Association (PBA) Local No. 123 at
the Fanwood Community House, and
the Memorial Day activities on May
26 in La Grande Park.

In  June, four candidates announced
their intention to run for two avail-
able seats on the Fanwood Borough
Council in the November general
elections. On the Democratic ticket
were incumbent Councilman Will-
iam E. Populus, Jr. and newcomer
Patricia Plante. They faced Republi-
can challengers Joel Whitaker and
David Trumpp for the seats held by
Mr. Populus and Republican Coun-
cilman Dr. Chester R. Lindsey, who
opted not to run for reelection this
year after serving two non-consecu-
tive terms.

The Class of 1997 from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School donned
their caps and gowns for graduation
ceremonies on June 18. Students
wrapped up their high school experi-
ence with a senior prom held at the
Berkeley Plaza in Berkeley Heights,
and at a non-alcoholic, post-gradua-
tion party entitled Bash �97, which
took place at the Mendham Health
Club. Summer recreation programs
also got underway at Forest Road
and La Grande Parks in Fanwood,
with youngsters enjoying a range of
activities including Disney movies,

Scotch Plains � Fanwood
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DOCUMENT NEEDED IN ORDER TO PUSH LEASE OF INCINERATOR FORWARD

County Freeholders OK Solid Waste Plan
To Initiate Voluntary Disposal System
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

The first step in the process of saving
the financially-strapped Union County
Resource Recovery Facility, more com-
monly known as the garbage incinera-
tor, has moved forward with the ap-
proval by the county Freeholder board
of an amendment to the county�s Solid
Waste Management Plan.

The plan was approved, 6-3, with
the three Republicans on the board
voting against it, citing pending leg-
islation at the state level which would
provide funds to the Union County
Utilities Authority (UCUA) to help
keep the incinerator financially stable
in a free market system.

Also, GOP members wanted ques-
tions posed during the hearing an-
swered before voting on the plan.

The plan, as put forward by the
UCUA, addresses a new voluntary
system whereby the UCUA, which
owns the incinerator, will lease the
facility for the next 25 years to Ogden
Martin Systems of Union, Inc., the
builder of the waste-to-energy incin-
erator.

The lease deal, UCUA officials
explained, is in response to a federal
court ruling in July, 1996 which found
New Jersey�s system of waste flow
controls to be unconstitutional. The
ruling was upheld on appeal and just
last month the United States Supreme
Court refused to hear the case, thus
ending waste flow controls in the state.

Without waste flow controls, haul-
ers not under contract are free to
dump garbage out of state at much
lower disposal rates.

One aspect that some municipal
officials and members of the public
have questioned is the Environmental
Investment Charge (EIC) which will
be charged on all garbage leaving
Union County. The $18.06 fee per ton
includes $13.50 towards the incinera-
tor debt, $2.50 for administrative
costs, $13.53 for recovery of debt and
a $2.03 stranded host fee.

A system of weigh stations will be
set up to weigh trash leaving the county
in order to administer the EIC charge.

Union County municipalities have
been given first crack at signing con-

tracts with the UCUA for 25 years at
a disposal fee of $50 per ton, with
increases based on the Consumer
Price Index, set at a maximum of 3
percent per year.

A number of communities which
currently contract with haulers for
disposal services are said to be ready
to sign pacts with the utilities author-
ity. Currently, 14 towns include such
services in their budgets.

Seven communities, including
Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, which do not
contract for such services within their
municipal budgets, still appear leery
about such a long-term deal.

The Fanwood Borough Council,
for one, recently passed a resolution
confirming that the municipality will
not be signing a contract with the
UCUA, since the borough has no
agreement with haulers and therefore
cannot direct them where to dispose
of trash.

UCUA Special Counsel Jonathan
Williams said the authority will also
seek to fill capacity as part of the lease
arrangement by offering deals to com-
mercial trash generators in the county
and then to businesses, towns and
haulers outside of the county.

While municipalities could enter
into such a long-term deal with the
UCUA, garbage haulers � as is the
case with any other municipal con-
tractor � are limited to a contract of
not more than five years.

One thing that might help those
seven towns that do not include gar-
bage disposal services within their
budget is the UCUA�s plan to offer
capacity to haulers which service these
towns. However, it is not known if
smaller companies will be able to
afford to make such a commitment.

The resolution adopted by the

Fanwood Council encourages such
an agreement between the UCUA
and haulers who contract with bor-
ough residents, so that customers
will benefit from the reduced tipping
fees.

Given the statement by the New
Jersey Local Finance Board that the
state will not allow utilities authori-
ties to default on outstanding bonds
issued for construction of incinera-
tors, Union County is left with two
scenarios as alternatives should the
lease agreement not go through, ac-
cording to Dr. Joseph Spatola, Ex-
ecutive Director of the UCUA.

He said the incinerator could be
shut down with the county absorbing
the outstanding debt, estimated at
$293 million. He said this would have
to be done through a general tax levy
�which would result in enormous tax
increases to all Union County resi-
dents.�

The UCUA could decide to enter
the spot market, whereby those towns
or haulers looking for a place to dump
trash would be offered capacity at the
county�s burner.

However, in this case, he said the
EIC would be �far in excess� of the
$18 fee included in the plan amend-
ment.

Mr. Williams said Ogden Martin
will pay the UCUA $175 million over
the course of the lease. The money
will be used to pay off a portion of the
remaining debt on the incinerator.

To retire the remaining debt after
the lease revenues are factored in, the
UCUA plans to use $47 million from
its funds, including debt service re-
serve funds and unspent bond pro-
ceeds. The remaining debt will be
refinanced by the UCUA over a longer
term.

Fanwood Bd.
Plans Budget
Covering �98

By ALEXANDRA JELKES
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Planning Board
made preliminary recommenda-
tions Monday for its 1998 budget,
revealing that the total amount
needed for the upcoming year is
$4,290.

The Planning Board and Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment have
been combined and, thus, the over-
all costs to the borough will be
reduced. The Planning Board will
assume the responsibilities previ-
ously held by the Zoning Board.

The existing items that need
funding deal with the review of
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School Board Approves Bidding
To Finance Modular Classrooms

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

As part of its continuing effort to
make up the 1997-1998 budget short-
fall, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education voted unanimously on
December 18 to authorize bidding on
the district�s lease-purchase financ-
ing of the six modular classrooms in
the amount of $410,000.

This amount represents the balance
due on the original purchase price of
$745,302.

The board also voted to retain the
services of the Apris Group, Ltd,
Municipal Lessors/Financial Advi-
sory of Clinton, to secure the bids for
the lease purchase financing.

The fee for the Apris Group is
$5,000. The board originally intended
to pay for the modular classrooms
with free balance moneys. However,
the district�s free balance going into
the 1997-1998 school year dissipated
as a result of unanticipated increases
in insurance costs, tuition and addi-
tional appropriations.

School Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Matthew A. Clarke
explained lease-purchase financing in
this way: the district purchases the
modular classrooms; the bank then
buys the classrooms from the district,
and leases them back.

The district will finance the modu-
lar classrooms at a rate of 5 percent
over five years, resulting in an addi-
tional expenditure of $59,000.

In defending the added expendi-
ture, Finance Committee Chairman
Edward J. Saridaki said, �(With the

lease purchase), we will go to the
taxpayers for a smaller increase than
you�d need for a (lump sum) $410,000
payment.�

He called the lease purchase a
�sound business practice� at a good
rate.

The timing of the decision to pur-
sue lease-purchase financing came
about because of the board�s immi-
nent need to approve the financial
reports for October 1997, a particu-
larly expensive month for the district.

�If we don�t make an allowance
before approving October�s num-
bers,� explained Mr. Saridaki, �we
would be overdrawn and be in viola-
tion� of state law.

Under this statute, school districts
must certify (upon approval of
monthly financial reports) that �no
major account or fund has been over
expended...and that sufficient funds
are available to meet the district�s
financial obligations for the remain-
der of the fiscal year.�

�But for this (lease purchase),�
board member Richard R. Meade said,
�we�d need to find savings elsewhere,
(perhaps) painful cutbacks like staff
reduction. This is a far superior solu-
tion.�

He added, �This is good, but we
still need further belt tightening.�

Board member Theresa Larkin said
the lease purchase seemed like a �pru-
dent� decision, but asked Mr. Clarke
to review the district�s outstanding
debt situation for the benefit of the
public.

The district�s debt service is pres-
ently $487,000 ($300,000 in princi-
pal; $187,000 in interest) which re-
sulted from a bond issuance to pay for

roofs, boilers, repaving, and doors
and windows at various schools.

�The district carries very little debt,�
Mr. Clarke said, �just above 1 per-
cent.�

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Carol
B. Choye gave her monthly state-of-
the-budget report with respect to the
under-budgeted areas of substitutes,
custodial overtime, maintenance and
telephone expenses.

To date, the substitute account has
paid out $80,768.75 of its total bud-
get of $356,700. While it appears that
there will be funds remaining in this
account at the fiscal year�s end, board
President Dr. Donald E. Sheldon cau-
tioned his colleagues against trying to
determine how much money might be
left over to use elsewhere.

�This is an area I�m watching,� said
Mr. Saridaki, �and I�m comfortable
there will be some kind of savings,
but it�s dangerous to speculate on
how much.�

He said the upcoming flu season
could tap deep in the substitute bud-
get balance, and added, �We don�t
want to rob Peter to pay Paul, then
(rob) Tom to repay Peter.�

In other business, the board ap-
proved the Kindergarten through
grade 12 Special Education Content
Standards and Proficiencies.

Just prior to voting, board member
Albert J. Syvertsen said, �For years,
special education standards have been
a mystery to most of us. After all the
work that�s been done...the standards
are identified, very clearly. This is a
strong step in the right direction.�

Morris H. Gillet, Mr. Syvertsen�s
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Early Deadlines Told
For Upcoming Issues

The offices of this newspaper will
be closed on Thursday, December
25. Copy for the issue of Thursday,
January 1, was due in our offices on
December 24.

Sports news will be accepted by 10
a.m. on Monday, December 29, with
obituaries accepted until 5 p.m.

Press releases and letters to the
editor for the Thursday, January 8
issue must be received by 4 p.m. on
Friday, January 2. Sports news will
be accepted up until noon on Mon-
day, January 5, with obituaries taken
until 5 p.m. on Tuesday, January 6.

SEVEN SWANS A SWIMMING...Just in time for the holiday season comes this
photograph submitted by a reader from Mountainside of seven swans in Echo
Lake.

Milestones, Transitions and Achievements
Make for Eventful �97 in Fanwood Borough
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established by the Borough Code,
and for their side-yard setback. The
permitted side-yard distance is 15
feet, while Mr. and Mrs. Williams
proposed a setback of two feet.

Their neighbor�s garage is also
located two feet from the property
line, which would leave a total of four
feet between the two structures.

Mr. Williams, who said he intends
to have his garage built from scratch,
gave a proposed rear-yard setback of
four feet, as prescribed in the Bor-
ough Code. He told the board in his
application that because the drive-
way is shared, he could only build the
garage adjacent to the boundary be-
tween his property and that of his
next door neighbor. Board members
concurred with this analysis.

However, Susan Streep of 15 Deer
Place, who lives directly behind the
Williamses, voiced opposition to the
proposed location of the garage. She
said the two garages placed so closely
together would create a �25 by 12
foot barricade,� which would block
the view from the middle to the right-
hand side of her property. �It be-
comes industrial-looking,� she added.

�I�m not trying to be a bad neigh-
bor, but I�m really concerned about
how this impacts my property value,�
Ms. Streep added.

She argued that the couple already
have a garage on their property, built
long ago, but the applicants testified
that there is no access for a car. Mr.
Williams said creating access to this
garage would make his backyard all
blacktop, �and there would be no
place for my daughter to play.�

Ms. Streep said she would be will-
ing to accept the new garage if the
Williamses would agree to provide
landscaping to shield her view. She
emphasized, however, that mature
trees, such as arborvitae, would be
needed to screen the proposed, 12-
foot-high structure.

After a brief private conference out-
side the meeting room, the applicants
and their neighbor agreed to a compro-
mise, whereby the Williamses agreed to
put in 10-foot-high, evergreen plantings
to screen the garage. Board member
Jeffrey Strauss motioned that the appli-
cation be approved, which was seconded
by Mr. Celardo.

Since the board was meeting for the
last time, Board Attorney Charles H.
Brandt had prepared resolutions for
the applicants in advance, which were
memorialized following the public
hearings. Mr. Celardo motioned for
the meeting to be adjourned, which
was seconded by Board Chairwoman
Kathleen Rice.

Prior to the meeting, Mr. Brandt
reflected on his 16 years as Board
Attorney, noting that �it�s been a lot
of fun. I�ve enjoyed it.� He added that
he �met a lot of nice people�had a
few interesting cases.�

Mr. Brandt serves as Town Attor-
ney of Westfield and provided legal
counsel to the Fanwood Planning
Board for 14 years. He also repre-
sented the Board of Adjustment about
10 times in Superior Court when
board decisions were appealed, win-
ning the case each time.

Fanwood Zoning Bd. Holds
Final Meeting After 47 Years
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deal with Ogden Martin.
The borough rang in the holidays

in a big way this year, beginning with
the Fanwood Decoration
Committee�s downtown holiday cel-
ebration December 7, which featured
the theme �Deck the Halls.� The
event featured carols, family activi-
ties, a visit from Santa and the tradi-
tional tree lighting. Mayor Connelly
recently congratulated the commit-
tee, under the leadership of Gregory
S. Cummings, for coordinating the
decoration of local store windows
and trees, which gave the downtown
a festive look.

The Fanwood Junior Women�s
Club sponsored a morning of activi-
ties for children that same weekend
at the Community House, highlighted
by a visit from Santa, to benefit the
Fanwood Rescue Squad, the Fanwood
Police Vest Fund and a local women�s
shelter.

Kris Kringle made a return en-
gagement to Fanwood on December
20 to deliver toys to local children,
which had been delivered earlier by
their families to the Fanwood Police
Department. The event was spon-
sored by Fanwood PBA Local No.
123, the Volunteer Fire Department
and the Volunteer Rescue Squad.

Fanwoodians also shared their holi-
day spirit with those less fortunate.
Members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood DECA, an association of
marketing students, sponsored its
sixth annual Thanksgiving Day din-
ner for the needy at the Black United
Fund Community Center in
Plainfield. They also held food and
toy drives to bring some holiday cheer
to disadvantaged area residents. The
annual Christmas tree sale by the
Fanwood Lions Club this month
raised funds for local charities and
scholarships.

As one of its final actions this year,
the Borough Council adopted on De-
cember 11 an ordinance to merge the
Planning Board and the Board of
Adjustment beginning in January.
The Planning Board will now as-
sume the duties of the Board of Ad-
justment, which was dissolved after
47 years following its last meeting on
December 18. It was also revealed
during the council�s last regular meet-
ing of the year that John Piccola will
become Fanwood�s new Fire Chief
on January 1.

Several residents were recognized
during the year for their civic contri-
butions and other achievements.
Mayor Connelly, former Mayor
Stender and fellow Fanwood resi-
dent Marjorie Odell, a volunteer with
CONTACT We Care, were all recipi-
ents of �Women of Excellence�
awards presented in January by the
Union County Commission on the
Status of Women.

The award recognizes Union
County residents, nominated by mem-
bers of the public, for their contribu-
tions to law enforcement, govern-
ment, the legal profession, human
services, voluntarism and business.

In another venue, Fanwood Board
of Adjustment member Christy Tighe
won the title of Mrs. New Jersey
April 26 and went on to compete in a
national pageant.

Susan Davis, a Second Lieutenant
with the Fanwood Volunteer Rescue
Squad, was presented with an Emer-
gency Medical Technician Excellence
Award during an Emergency Medical
Services Awards Dinner on May 14.

Lieutenant Donald Domanoski of
the Fanwood Police Department was
recently appointed to head the Union
County Emergency Response Unit,
which supplements municipal police
units in the areas of law enforcement
and public safety.

Finally, Fanwood students Joseph
P. Keeton and Marisa Mangione were
honored this year for having received
the highest awards in scouting.

Joseph, a member of Boy Scout
Troop No. 33 of the Watchung Area
Council, achieved Eagle Scout sta-
tus, which is the highest rank awarded
by the Boy Scouts of America. Marisa,
who belongs to Troop No. 561 of the
Washington Rock Council, earned
the Gold Award, the top award given
by the Girl Scouts. Both had to com-
plete community service projects as
part of their award requirements.

The community also mourned the
deaths of several distinguished resi-
dents and former residents this year,
among them former Fanwood Mayor
and Councilman Roland M. Beetham,
who was killed when his twin-engine
Cessna 337 airplane crashed in War-
ren on August 25; former Fanwood
Councilman Alfred L. Lindgren, who
also served as a volunteer fireman
and as an emergency medical techni-
cian with the Fanwood Volunteer
Rescue Squad; Board of Adjustment
Vice Chairman Edward Ryan, who
died May 7; Dean W. Lowrie, who
had served for 13 years as Fanwood�s
Postmaster, on August 23, and former
Board of Adjustment member Janice
J. Shackell, on October 29.

Longtime Fanwood resident Peter
P. Bernotas, who died at age 82 on
July 1, was also fondly remembered
during the Borough Council�s July
10 regular meeting. A decorated
Army veteran of World War II, Mr.
Bernotas faithfully attended meet-
ings of the governing body for many
years, often addressing the council
on a variety of civic concerns, par-
ticularly issues related to senior citi-
zens and the environment.

Milestones and Transitions
Make for Eventful 1997
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Literacy Library Day
To be Held in Fanwood

Literacy Volunteers of Union County
will be holding a Literacy Library Day at
the Fanwood Memorial Library, North
Avenue and Tillotson Road, on Saturday,
January 17, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

All interested potential or current stu-
dents and tutors are invited to attend.
Tutors will be able to find out what mate-
rials are available to use or how to solve
problems that they are having.

Potential tutors will have an opportu-
nity to find out about the program. Inter-
ested students may be assessed by calling
the Literacy Volunteers of America office
at (908) 925-7755 to make an appoint-
ment for that day.

P.O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, NJ   07076
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the borough�s zoning ordinance. The
allocated amount for this proposal is
$1,650 and another $500 for a profes-
sional planning consultant. This amount
would cover funding for meetings.

Board member Edward Sargent
asked why the board needed funds for
the zoning review.

�The recommendation from the
board is to turn over the zoning ordi-
nance review to a planner; there is
already a planner looking at the Mas-
ter Plan,� explained board Chairman
Gregory Cummings.

�We did not spend $825 in 1997,
and it will be spent on existing in-
voices,� he added.

The zoning review, including the
cost of the fee for a professional plan-
ner, was budgeted for $2,150.

The board�s funding request, which
must be approved by the Borough
Council, includes $70 for the pur-
chase of the New Jersey Planning
Officials Guide publication.

The board has already allocated
$110 for books and periodicals, an
amount which does not include the
planning guide. The board decided to
budget $400 in total for books and
periodicals and another $100 for semi-
nars that board members and officials
might need to attend.

The board then dealt with the print-
ing of the borough�s updated Master
Plan and how much this expenditure
would cost. The approximate amount
decided was $700.

Mr. Sargent asked if there were
additional costs needed for the Plan-
ning Board in the new year, since the
Planning and Zoning Boards have
been merged.

Mr. Cummings explained that, with
the merge of the two boards, the costs
for books and publications will be less
than was spent for materials in 1997.

Another issue dealt with allotment
of funds for courses at Rutgers Uni-
versity for new board members. The
amount agreed to by the board was
$100 for three members to attend.

Richard Marsden, Borough Engi-
neer, stated that there should be a rack,
at a cost of $170, installed where board
members could pick up all the books
and review the necessary information

and costs to fund these proposals.
Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, a

member of the board, said the owners
of the Chelsea at Fanwood, an as-
sisted-living facility on South Avenue,
have inquired about getting a hearing
before the board in regard to turning a
dilapidated home owned by the Chelsea
into independent senior housing.

The site is located next to the
Fanwood Post Office at South Martine
and South Avenues.

Chelsea representatives have con-
tacted the board informally, indicat-
ing they would like to come to a
meeting and have a conceptual hear-
ing regarding zoning this home for
senior citizen housing.

Zoning Officer and board member
Nancy Koederitz explained to the board
that she contacted the individuals rep-
resenting the interests of the Chelsea
and has not heard back from them.

Mr. Marsden said he felt that the
proposal would be a �great opportu-
nity� for the borough.

Mr. Sargent said he was concerned
about this issue and questioned
whether the senior citizens of the bor-
ough are supportive enough regard-
ing school budget issues.

The board indicated that the best
time for this meeting to take place
would be at its next scheduled agenda
session on Monday, January 19.

Mr. Marsden said he would discuss
this issue with the Fanwood Rescue
Squad.

Mayor Connelly stated that the bor-
ough has a lot of senior residents, add-
ing it would �really bother� her to make
a decision on prospective housing based
on seniors� voting on school budgets.

�The seniors in this town made it
what it is today and we must honor
them,� she added.

Board Attorney Robert J. Mega added
that seniors voting on school budgets
could not be the basis for a board deci-
sion on the Chelsea�s proposal.

He said any such argument would
be �arbitrary and capricious� under
the law.

Mr. Sargent explained that the board
should wait until presented with the
actual planning concept before con-
tinuing the discussion.

Fanwood Planning Board
Plans Budget for 1998
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colleague on the board, agreed.
�Our district is noted for its very

good special education department,�
he said.

�(This document) clarifies and justi-
fies our program; we can see why people
look to our district to see what can be
done in special education,� he added.

The board also authorized adop-
tion of a new textbook, �Glencoe
Accounting,� by Donald J. Guerrieri,
et al, as the primary text for the col-
lege preparatory, single-semester
course �Accounting.�

The text will be implemented in
January.

During the meeting, the board rec-
ognized retiring first-grade teacher
Laura Agnostak, after 28 years at
Evergreen Elementary School, and
retiring second-grade teacher Marilyn
Tucker, who served for 29 years at
Evergreen.

Both women began their careers at
the school.

The board voted unanimously to
approve the following business items:
adjustments in the 1997-1998 budget
for the month of September; and the
treasurer�s and board secretary�s re-
ports for September.

Board Secretary Clarke said he
expects the board to be �caught up� to
the current month�s financial reports
by February.

Strong sentiments were expressed
following a report from board Vice
President Jessica D. Simpson on the
New Jersey School Boards
Association�s delegate assembly�s
passage of a resolution supporting a
school board�s right to drug test, at
random, any student.

Ms. Simpson said she does not think
the resolution would �hold up� in a
court of law, and acknowledged that
the assembly�s discussion of the issue
was an emotional rather than an intel-
lectual one.

Ms. Simpson voted in favor of the
resolution. She said the proclamation
was presented as an �emergency� reso-
lution which originated from the
Washington Township board, and fo-
cused on student athletes only.

School Bd. OKs Bidding
For Modular Classrooms
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After �impassioned pleas,� from
different members of the assembly,
the resolution was expanded to in-
clude all students.

Board member Thomas Russo said,
�The media has made the school board
association look ridiculous. Their
action was ridiculous.�

�I think it�s important for the public
to know where we stand on this. For
me, I don�t want to live in a society
where I can be stopped and subjected
to random urine monitoring,� he said.

�Students� rights don�t end when
they enter school,� he added.

Mr. Saridaki called the resolution
�a gross example of mob mentality,�
and said he was �all for� a motion
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
board to �distance itself� from the
assembly�s action.

Both Mr. Meade and August
Ruggiero agreed that the decision
came from the resolution�s presenta-
tion as an �emergency,� which pre-
vented assembly members from get-
ting full background information.

Mr. Meade suggested Mr. Russo
contact the school boards association
to see if it would �clean up the error�
it had made. Mr. Russo said he had
already written to the association stat-
ing his position.

One of the board�s final orders of
business was to eliminate the interim
evaluation of the Superintendent for
the present year. The interim evalua-
tion is an informal, but time-consum-
ing, process during which board mem-
bers can present their concerns to the
Superintendent.

�This will enable the Superinten-
dent to focus her actions on guiding
(us) through the financial challenges
we�re now facing and focus on the
future,� said Mr. Meade.

When Scotch Plains resident Jean
McAllister voiced concern at the
board�s decision, Dr. Sheldon ex-
plained, �A great deal of feedback
has been given to the Superintendent
in recent months.�

The Superintendent�s annual writ-
ten evaluation will occur as sched-
uled in March.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16
� Paul Knechtel, 31, of Scotch Plains

was arrested for driving while intoxi-
cated. Knechtel allegedly struck a parked
car on Cedar Grove Terrace, according to
police.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17
� A vehicle side window was broken

while it was parked in a Route No. 22
business lot, according to police.

� Two pagers were taken from the
gymnasium at St. Bartholomew�s School,
according to police.

� A taxi driver reported that he had
taken a person from Newark Airport to a
West Broad Street address, and the per-
son departed the cab, went into a garage
and never returned. Police were unable to

get a response at the West Broad Street
address.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18
� An undetermined amount of cash

was taken from a business in the 1800
block of Front Street, according to po-
lice.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
� Scott Hoffman, 42, of Bethlehem,

Pennsylvania was arrested and charged
with driving under the influence of alco-
hol after a motor vehicle stop on Route
No. 22, according to police.

� Robert Torstrup, 18, of Woodbridge
was arrested and charged with driving
under the influence of alcohol, pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop on Park Avenue,
according to police.

SCOTCH  PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18
� Police reported that a small

amount of cash was taken from the
register of a South Avenue establish-
ment. Authorities have no suspects in
the incident.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20
� Wayne Rushing, 38, of Linden

was charged with driving while in-
toxicated following a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue, according to
police. The suspect, who was also
charged with possession of suspected
cocaine, was released on his own re-
cognizance.

� Wayman Frazier, 26, of Plainfield

was charged with shoplifting at a South
Avenue supermarket after a store
employee saw him allegedly attempt
to leave the store without paying for
packages of meat, according to po-
lice.

Frazier was issued a summons be-
fore being turned over to Plainfield
police, who had an active warrant for
the suspect, Fanwood authorities said.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
� A 16-year-old Scotch Plains youth

is suspected of attempting to shoplift
skin-care products from a South Av-
enue supermarket, according to po-
lice. Complaints are pending.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

A chuckle a day may not keep the doctor away, but it sure does make those
times in life�s waiting room a little more bearable.

� Anne Wilson Schaef

arts and crafts and playground pro-
grams.

With July came the announcement
that Fanwood Police Chief Anthony
J. Parenti would retire as of January
1 in accordance with a recently-reac-
tivated state law mandating that all
police and fire personnel accept man-
datory retirement upon reaching age
65. The Chief, who reached his 65th
birthday in May, has been a member
of the Fanwood Police Department
for more than 40 years, and has
headed the force for 22 years.

Following a detailed presentation
in August by Fanwood Fire Chief
Daniel Librandy, the Borough Coun-
cil approved the purchase of a used,
1988 support utility vehicle for the
Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department.
The one-ton, ambulance-style unit
will enable firefighters to transport
all necessary equipment to an emer-
gency scene in a single trip. Chief
Librandy said that, without the ve-
hicle, fire personnel regularly had to
transport gear in their own cars or
make a return trip to headquarters.

In September, Susan MacMullen
was appointed as Fanwood�s new
Municipal Judge, succeeding former
Judge Jacqueline Drakeford. The ap-
pointment was confirmed with a tie-
breaking vote by Mayor Connelly,
after members of the Borough Coun-
cil voted 3-3 along party lines. Mayor
Connelly maintained that the new
magistrate, a former Assistant Pros-
ecutor, was chosen based on her pro-
fessional qualifications, recommen-
dations from several judges and her
availability to serve Fanwood exclu-
sively.

Among the concerns expressed by
those who did not favor her appoint-
ment were that Judge MacMullen
did not live particularly close to
Fanwood. They also questioned
whether she would be able to bring a
�balanced approach� to the position
after serving for years in the
Prosecutor�s Office. The Judge, who
had lived in Elizabeth, has since
moved to Westfield. Mayor Connelly
recently revealed that she has re-
ceived positive feedback from other
borough officials concerning Judge
MacMullen�s performance on the
bench.

The borough�s second annual
�Fanny Wood Day� celebration on
September 27 drew approximately
10,000 people to the downtown
throughout the day. Once again, mer-
chants and vendors displayed their
wares, while visitors shopped, took
part in family activities and enjoyed
musical entertainment, as part of the
salute to their community�s heritage.

Among the highlights of this year�s
event was a display of vintage fire-
fighting equipment which had been
used by the Fanwood Fire Company
since before the turn of the century.
The celebration concluded that
evening with the first Fanny Wood
Dance at the Italian-American Club
in Scotch Plains.

During the final week of Septem-
ber, Board of Adjustment Attorney
Charles H. Brandt made a two-hour
presentation to the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board concerning revisions to
the borough�s zoning ordinance,
which is being updated for the first
time since the 1950s. These revisions,
many of which reflect the sweeping
changes which have occurred in com-
munities since the Eisenhower era,
address an array of issues including
zoning, site plans and subdivisions,
setbacks, commercial signs, exotic
pets, parking and cellular towers,
among other topics. Mr. Brandt said
he expects to have the final draft of the
revised ordinance completed by the
end of the year.

October heralded a �changing of
the guard� at the Fanwood Memorial
Library, as new Library Director Dan
Weiss took the helm from his prede-
cessor, Bruce Buckmaster, who re-
tired after 17½ years of service. The
Fanwood Police Department also pre-
pared for a major transition, with the
Borough Council�s October 9 ap-
pointment of Captain Robert Carboy
as successor to Chief Parenti. The
Captain has been a member of the
police department for 38 years.

During the November 4 general
elections, voters returned Council-
man Populus for a second full term
on the governing body, while nam-
ing Mr. Whitaker to fill Dr. Lindsey�s
seat. As the month progressed, offi-
cials wrestled with the complexities
surrounding a tentative deal for the
Union County Utilities Authority to
lease the Rahway incinerator to
Ogden Martin Systems for 25 years.
The agreement, which calls for
250,000 tons of trash to be delivered
annually to the facility, was con-
ceived as a means of retiring the
$293 million debt on the facility.

Earlier this month, the Borough
Council announced that it would not
sign a contract with the UCUA to
participate in the lease agreement.
Fanwood is one of seven municipali-
ties which do not incorporate gar-
bage collection into their municipal
budgets, and therefore cannot direct
haulers where to dispose of their
cargo. Borough residents contract
with private haulers for this service.
The council�s resolution urged the
UCUA to negotiate a deal with the
haulers, however, so that Fanwood
residents can benefit from the re-
duced tipping fee which would be
guaranteed through the authority�s
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