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All letters to the Editor must bear
a signature, a street address and a
daytime telephone number so au-
thors may be verified. Letters that
are E-mailed to the Editor also must
contain a daytime telephone num-
ber. Our E-mail address is
“press@goleader.com.”

Letters may be no longer than
one-and-a- half pages, typewritten
and double-spaced. Letters must be
typed upper and lower case. All let-
ters are subject to editing due to
space limitations and style.

The deadline for letters is Friday
by 4 p.m., if they are to appear in the
following issue.
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Why is Town Woman’s Club Conducting
Business Like So Many Other Players of ’90s?
Regardless of the position any of us take on the

issue, the Woman’s Club of Westfield’s decision
to sell its “home” at 318 South Euclid Avenue is
a sign of the times. We don’t mean that the time
is right to sell at the highest profit.

We mean that today’s society seems to defer to
the seduction of profit above the values and grace
of our forefathers. Society seems to accept the
cloak of legal posturing to ordain what is right or
wrong. Society seems resigned or distracted. Is
society now weakened?

The 1990s, unlike the 1950s, seems far re-
moved from that which some of us remember. It’s
not that in 1956, for example, that gasoline was
less than 30 cents per gallon. Remember, the
median family income was only $4,783. In the
1950s, father went to work and mother usually
stayed at home and raised the family.

If mother had extra time, she joined an orga-
nization like, say, the Woman’s Club. She put
her talents and determination to work for the
public good. Her clubs accomplished quite a bit
across the country, and certainly here in West-
field. They fostered growth in libraries, educa-
tion, first aid and rescue squads, to name just a
few examples.

Now, in an era when $25,000 a year isn’t
enough to procure a mortgage on a home, both
spouses usually work. Correspondingly, mem-
berships in women’s clubs have fallen signifi-
cantly. And so, the Woman’s Club of Westfield
must sell its home dating back to 1955. The club
says it simply cannot afford to hold onto the
property. None of us like to see this, but we
understand their plight. No one can dispute that
these difficulties aren’t becoming more common-
place in today’s changing times.

We can’t understand why this situation has just
recently been made known. Nor, why matters are
presented as being too late to do anything about
it other than to sell the house and subdivide the
property. Why is it that a well-respected organi-
zation such as the Woman’s Club, which has

enjoyed tax-exempt status all these years and has
done so much for the community, now seems to be
conducting business like too many players of the
1990s? Is this what the members really want to
do? Who’s advising them, and who’s calling the
shots?

This swift action for sale of the property has
left little time for other community organizations
to present alternatives. Presumably, alternatives
more in line with the heritage of the club home
could be found. This past Thursday, the Women’s
Club received two separate bids by developers to
construct houses at the subdivided lots (now 310
South Euclid and 435 Tremont Avenue). Con-
struction could begin by June or July, the Woman’s
Club attorney said.

Municipal Land Use Law in New Jersey is
complex - maybe too complex. We don’t disagree
with the Woman’s Club’s right to sell property.
Nor does anyone feel that the club is acting
outside of the framework of the law. But from a
virtuous standpoint, we feel the Woman’s Club of
Westfield has allowed itself to be compromised
just a bit. Sure, it’s the way of competing in the
1990s for optimum material gain. But, the gift of
the club to society from the past goes far beyond
material matters. They nurtured society through
promoting the importance of values. But, what
are we learning now?

Sure, we enjoy many things in the 1990s that
we didn’t have in the 1950s. Polio is defeated and
our children aren’t hiding under school desks in
response to nuclear attack air raid drills. We live
longer and have seen the dark side of the moon.
But, all that was made possible by society’s
unrelenting spirit and beliefs. We withstood the
attacks from outside; but, we can’t withstand the
attacks from within.

Yes, the property will be developed after much
discussion and outpour. We’ll get used to it. But,
where will the next attack come from? We’re sure
it will be perfectly legal and within the rights of
the entity. Are you prepared?

Time Has Come to Put Referendum
Before Voters on Parking Deck

I am writing to enlist your support and that
of your readers for an idea I recently brought
before the Mayor and Town Council of West-
field. I believe the time has come to put a
referendum before the people on whether or
not to build a parking deck in our downtown.

I have recommended that the Mayor and
Council work with the public and downtown
interests to draft a referendum for this
November’s general election.

Westfield has debated the issue to build or
not build a parking deck for the last 40 years.
We have had numerous studies to research
and render an opinion on a parking deck.
Some have been done by volunteers, and
some have been paid for by tax dollars. Our
town has spent $21,500 dollars on a study and
yet we still have not reached a decision.

In 1986 the Mayor and Council appropri-
ated $1,000,000 for a parking deck. How-
ever, in 1990 it changed gears and withdrew
this money to fund the renovations to the
municipal building.

I know that good arguments can be made
on both sides of the parking deck issue, but I
truly believe that it has been studied to the
point that no new or useful information can be

developed for any positive purpose. The time
for a referendum has come, and that time is
now.

Our downtown is taken for granted by
many, but the reality of the issue is that
downtowns are disappearing. Shopping malls
and strip malls have taken a terrible toll on
many towns in our area.

Westfield has a great assist and must be
protected. Parking is always a leading con-
cern anytime surveys are conducted. It is time
to act, not continue to perform endless studies
and surveys that act as a pacification for the
concerns of the town.

The Mayor and Council have until August
to develop a referendum question that can
appear on the November ballot. Let the voters
and taxpayers have their say on this issue.
This will be good for our town.

I am certain that groups will form that are
both pro and con for building a parking deck.
Letters to the editor will be written. Candi-
dates for local office will be asked their
opinion and will be held accountable. This is
the exercise of democracy in action. The topic
will be moved from the study phase to the
decision stage.

I will continue to talk to our governing
body, the downtown interests and public to
move this idea of a referendum to a reality for
this November’s ballot.

Anthony M. LaPorta
Westfield

SP/FCAAN Opposes
260-Degree Procedure,+

Backs Ocean Routing
Scotch Plains/Fanwood Citizens Against

Aircraft Noise (SP/FCAAN) has consis-
tently opposed moving aircraft noise from
one community to another. The Federal
Aviation Administration’s 260 degree de-
parture procedure appears to do just that.

This test is opposed by the Clark,
Fanwood, and Westfield councils, and the
Union County Freeholder Board.

I was pleased the Scotch Plains Council
indicated an interest in ocean routing which
would provide maximum aircraft noise re-
duction to our township and our neighbors.

Rick Obrock, President
SP/FCAAN, Inc.

Action Recommended
To Ease Conditions

At Area Intersection
For many years I have been driving from

Inman Avenue to Rahway Road in order to
get to my job site on Route No. 22. Traffic at
the intersection of Rahway and Raritan
Roads has increased to a point that some-
thing must be done.

The wait to cross Raritan Road one day
last week was 12 minutes. In addition, when
an accident occurs, and it happens often, the
wait can be significantly longer because
Scotch Plains police take a long time to
reach this out-of-the-way part of town.

I am writing to raise the awareness of
Scotch Plains township officials of the need
to improve driving conditions at this inter-
section. I hope action will be taken soon to
alleviate this serious traffic problem.

Brian Ribbecke
Colonia

Development of Rahway Road Land
Creates ‘Cut-Through’ on Side Streets

Town Parent-Teacher Task Force
Offers Support for School Budget

We encourage citizens of Westfield to
vote in favor of the 1998-99 School Budget
on Tuesday, April 21. This budget presents
both prudent fiscal and educational policy
for our schools.

It would decrease per pupil spending and
per pupil administrative costs for the third
consecutive year and transportation costs,
while at the same time increasing teacher
training and employee benefits contribu-
tions.

While these advancements are being
made, we continue to see that the quality of
education is the first priority. Our students’
achievements, as measured in part by the
Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT), Early
Warning Test and other test scores, has
risen.

This budget would put more dollars into
the classrooms where they are needed. It
would add necessary teaching and support
positions, result in new computers in grades
five through eight for math skills, effect
completion of cable installation at West-
field High School to facilitate networking,
result in new textbooks in specific subjects
at all levels and implement a new reading

I want to caution residents about harm-
less looking Legal Notices that appear in this
paper and other newspapers. These notices,
if gone unnoticed and unchallenged, may set
into motion significant changes to our com-
munity that could alter its safety and seren-
ity.

Like most residents, I have not memo-
rized my block number or my lot number,
nor would I think that a major subdivision
innocently named “Hidden Acres” would
be a threat to the health and well-being of my
family and neighbors. Unfortunately, town
Planning Boards feel it is sufficient to do
only what is legally required of them.

Since not all of us read these Legal
Notices, allow me to offer an interpretive
statement of the Legal Notice referencing
the subdivision application known as Hid-
den Acres, 1711 Rahway Road, Block 14401,
Lot 17.

Development of this subdivision, as
planned some 25 years ago, will enable

vehicular traffic to avoid the troubled inter-
section of Rahway Road and Raritan Road
by creating a “cut-through” via Greensview
Drive and Michael Lane.

All residents of these streets, especially
those with children, should consider them-
selves “interested persons” and are advised
that a public hearing will take place on
Monday, April 6, at 7:30 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building to discuss this
plan. Of course, all other interested citizens
alarmed at seeing Scotch Plains become a
“cut-through community” to Route No. 78 to
our north and Middlesex County to our
south, and who desire to see their Planning
Board at work, are also invited.

I am sure the Scotch Plains Planning
Board will be fully represented at that meet-
ing and that the implications of this plan will
be carefully and fully reviewed.

Timothy R. Deegan
Scotch Plains

3 popcorns
You won’t need a scorecard to figure out

who’s who in Primary Colors, a glibly
instructive primer on contemporary politi-
cal reality based on the book of the same title
by Anonymous, a.k.a. reporter Joe Klein.

Adapted by Elaine May from that much-
relished campaign trail tome and directed
by Mike Nichols, the largely convivial film
delights in parading its hardly disguised zoo
of political animals.

For instance, there’s baby boomer Jack
Stanton (John Travolta), the liberal gover-
nor of an unconsidered Southern state run-
ning for the Democratic Presidential nomi-
nation; his blond, power-savvy wife, Susan,
portrayed by Emma Thompson; and Billy
Bob Thornton as Richard Jemmons, the
primary hopeful’s corn pone sounding, axiom
spouting, Svengali of spin. Recognize any-
one?

One can’t help but judge this film from
two perspectives, BM and AM: that is,
before and after Monica. Prior to the recent
allegations of sordid misdoing emanating
from Foggy Bottom, Primary Colors might
have played like a slightly too-close-for-
comfort, yet still hypothetical, parody. But
that was way back when we were young and
innocent.

Alas, we are now jaundice-eyed and
weary veterans of the Washington Sex Scan-
dals of 1998. And in this light, the movie
comports rather philosophically — part apol-
ogy, part reminder on the hardball facts of
life in the big city. Sympathetic, not so much
to the jowled would-be President as to the
confounded electorate who must suffer the
woolly wiles of Mt. Olympus, the film
achieves a friendly manner in its divul-
gences. Think of it as the Political Primary
ride at Disneyworld: entertaining and eye
opening, but no more profound than is
commercially palatable.

Voracious with numerous appetites, in
New Hampshire one night Governor Jack
Stanton sits imbibing in a lonely doughnut
shop with its minimum wage waiter, talking
self-reliance and football. In this affecting,
Hopperesque moment, Jack is a man of the
people to an audience of one.

One who will carry to the grave his
favorable impression of the regular Joe who
would be President, no matter what dirty
laundry the competition may flaunt to hang
him. And there’s the rub.

Some real, some imagined, when it comes
to soiled laundry, Jack has it by the hamper
load. For starters, his wife’s hairdresser
alleges an affair. And let us not forget the 17-
year-old daughter of Jack’s favorite down-
south barbecue purveyor, suddenly in a
family way.

Insofar as Libby Holden (Kathy Bates) is
concerned, it doesn’t much matter if the
accusations are true or false. Practice has
proven each must be mercilessly quashed
with equal might. A can-do campaign op-
erative with ties to Jack and Susan’s first
initiatives in the early 70s, the perfect meld
of idealism and pragmatism humorously
brings to mind the sort of gonzo girl crusader
novelist John Irving is so fond of penning.

Since Miss Bates puts in the movie’s best
performance, it’s only fitting her salty char-
acter serves at the moral crux of the tale.
When the Stanton campaign must decide
whether or not to use some terribly damag-
ing evidence against a well-intentioned op-
ponent (Larry Hagman in a very good stint),
tough Libby shows her true mettle by lobby-
ing for the fairy tale version.

Unfortunately inert in these proceedings
is Adrian Lester as Henry Burton, campaign
prodigy and prestigious grandson of a black
civil rights legend.

Wanting to believe in something, the
strategist is drawn to the Stanton team.

But here’s the $64 question: Is Governor
Jack what he says, or just the most charis-
matic politician of his time? Pose a familiar
quandary? In any case, Lester’s proficient
babe in the woods is barely interesting as the
adopted outsider.

Attention, professors of political science,
sociology and film! Here’s an assignment
for your classes: Compare Primary Colors
to its genre superior, The Last Hurrah (1958),
the astute recount of an old style mayor
(Spencer Tracy) of a big city running for
reelection. Have political realities really
changed in America? Analyzing both films,
have we come to expect a higher or lower
personal morality of our elected officials
and, if so, what should be the role of the
media toward that end?

And finally, for extra credit, consider the
following: Some of the fictional characters
in Primary Colors contend Americans would
be better off with a privately befouled Presi-
dent who has a strong sense of egalitarian-
ism than with a personally moral chief
executive who supports a conservative
agenda. Could this happen in real life?

Primary Colors, rated R, is a Universal
Pictures release directed by Mike Nichols
and stars John Travolta, Emma Thompson,
Billy Bob Thornton and Kathy Bates. Run-
ning time: 140 minutes.

BOYCOTT
Thomas Boycott was a retired English

army captain retained by the Earl of Erne
to be the estate manager for his proper-
ties at Lough Mask House in Mayo
County, Ireland. In 1880, the Earl, an
absentee landlord, directed Boycott to
raise the rents paid by his former tenants.
Many who had suffered ruinous crop
failures could not pay the increased sums
and thus were evicted.

This so enraged Charles Stewart
Parnell, an Irish member of the English
Parliament, that he formed the National
Land League, an early organization de-
voted to the advocacy of tenant’s rights.
The league recommended lower rent
scales and proclaimed that any man who
demanded payment of the higher rents or
any landlord who refused to accept the
lower rent scales should be shunned “by
isolating him as if he were a leper of old
by leaving him strictly alone.”

Boycott, in carrying out Lord Erne’s
instructions, refused to yield to the land
reformers’ demands, whereupon the citi-
zens of County Mayo, acting on Parnells’
recommendations, so totally ostracized
him that he was forced to flee to England.

A land reform bill was passed by the
British Parliament in 1881. Within two
months, the term “Boycott” was used to
describe this Irish-style peaceful resis-
tance movement, and within six years its
use had become so widespread that it
was no longer capitalized. Thomas Boy-
cott had achieved the dubious honor of
contributing an eponym (a word derived
from a person’s name) to the English
language.

I have my fantasies, too. Let me hasten to
add for the benefit of everyone who is
friendly with my wife that my fantasies are
strictly about legal matters. It’s not that I
don’t have experience of court procedure. I
used to follow Judge Wappner faithfully. I
also followed Perry Mason, especially when

My Fantasies Are Strictly
About Legal Matters

By Louis H. Clark
he was in that wheelchair every week.

Once, I was even dragged into court to
answer a speeding charge, so I am quasi-
expert on legal procedures. Most of all, I like
being an expert witness. It gives my fanta-
sies more scope. In the following litigation,
the attorney doing the questioning will be
“A.” I will be “Me.”

A: So you can state under oath that you
saw the defendant speeding at 21 miles-an-
hour in a 20-mile zone before his car slid on
an oil slick and rammed my client’s truck,
doing damage costing $7,000 to fix?

Me: I can.
A: And what are your qualifications?
Me: I was trained by a baseball expert.
A: Are you sure your eagle eye isn’t from

a dead eagle? (sarcastically)
Me: (softly, but everyone can hear) Better

a dead eagle than a legal eagle. (The judge
has to bang his gavel to stop the laughter.)

Another time, I was an expert on cheeses.
A: So you can tell exactly where a cheese

comes from just by tasting?
Me: I can. (Court attendant places a plate

of cheese in front of me.)
A: Okay. Please start from this one and go

to the right.
Me: (I pick up the piece he indicates.)

“Swiss from Finland.” Next one, “Swiss
from Switzerland in the Agauu region.”
Next one I pick up, “Mongolian Hard Cheese.
They make it from fermented dumiss, which
is basically mare’s milk. Then they wrap it
up for a 100 years and bury it so it ripens. It’s
a present to their grandchildren.”

You see the fun an expert witness has?
Wouldn’t you like to be one? Have your own
fantasies and leave mine alone.

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor

A tense wife writes:
My 13-year old daughter is creat-

ing a great deal of stress between my
husband and the rest of my family.
She wants to bleach her auburn hair
blonde, pierce her navel, and wear
black lipstick.

After seeing a therapist, “Rosie”
and the family agreed that she would
modify some of her wishes: her hair
would be a light-colored blonde, she
would pierce her ears (double holes)
and would use lighter shades of lip-
stick. In turn, we would be supportive
of her in many ways and attempt to
have dinner together and talk about
our days’ activities, Rosie’s friends,
etc.

One problem: my husband thinks
we are giving in and Rosie will learn
to manipulate us more. I do not agree.
Do you?

Answer:
I congratulate you on your abilities

to deal with some sensitive issues in
a sympathetic and sensitive way.
Teen-age years are such difficult ones
and if a family is able to-talk and
compromise, I compliment you. I do

not know whether Rosie really en-
joys appearing differently, or whether
she feels she fits into a specific group
which then accepts her, or whether
or not she is testing you out.

However, it is important that you
all have the wisdom and motivation
to sit down and modify your patterns
of behavior. I think this experience of
sharing and modifying feelings will
have a domino effect and extend to
discussions in other areas. Compro-
mises, giving in a bit, “listening” to
the person, often softens the belief
that all issues are control issues and
power struggles.

A frustrated mother writes:
I have been married for 11 years

to a very fine man; my daughter, his
stepdaughter, whom he helped raise,
is getting married this summer.
“Renee” is planning the wedding
with her fiancé and although she
shares everything with me, and we
agree with all wedding decisions,
we have one major disagreement.
We have agreed to ask you what you
would suggest.

Renee wants to have her natural
(biological) father escort her down
the aisle. She would then like to have
her stepfather and me join “Rich-
ard,” her father, at the altar during
the ceremony.

Bob, her stepfather has been very
good to her through the years and I
feel he will be rejected if he is not
included in the ceremony. Doesn’t
she owe him this honor? I know she
loves her father but he did leave me
years ago because we were always
arguing. Please comment.

Answer:
First, please separate the issues of

the divorce with the present happy
situation. Renee should not be caught
up in the hostile divorce which oc-
curred many years ago. A wedding
is one of the most beautiful mo-
ments in a person’s life. One has
many options on how to structure it.
I feel Renee’s feelings must be con-
sidered as the priority in terms of
making choices.

She seems comfortable in wanting
to include her biological father, but
she is also including both you and
her stepfather. All of you will be part
of the most joyous and binding mo-
ment of any wedding, the actual cer-
emony and related blessings. Renee
seems to be making an effort to in-
clude all the persons she cares for,
and I would strongly encourage you
and Bob to feel positively and take
part in the planning, rehearsal pro-
cess, etc. Good luck to all of you.

 A young parent writes:
Much is said about communica-

tion; how the person says something,
body language, looks, tone of voice,
and so on. What do you feel makes
for the best kind of communication
between two people, particularly be-
tween parent and child?

Answer:
All of the above are extremely

important, but the most important
ingredient in the communication pro-
cess is the ability to listen. Do not
judge, advise, or criticize. Listen to
your child, be understanding, be sen-
sitive. Most frequently, the child will
know you have been there for him/
her, listened to the upset feelings,
and feel totally “understood and com-
fortable” and then will go on to the
next exciting experience in life.

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Compromising, Listening
Can Soften Power Struggles

See Page 5
For

Another
Letter to the Editor
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