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Town Symphony Continues
Celebration of Gershwin

Continuing the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s (WSO) celebration of
George Gershwin’s birth, Maestro
David Wroe and the symphony will
present Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess in

concert this Saturday, April 18, at 8
p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Performing the title roles are Richard
Hobson, baritone, and Marilyn Moore-
Brown, soprano.

Mr. Hobson has performed through-
out the United States and Europe with
both symphonies and opera companies
including The Dallas Opera, Baltimore
Opera, Mississippi Opera, North Ar-
kansas Symphony, and the Dallas Sym-
phony. Recently, he performed the lead-
ing role of Joe in the long-running Broad-
way production of Showboat at the
Gershwin Theatre.

Ms. Moore-Brown has been highly
praised by international critics and is
rapidly emerging as one of today’s ver-
satile interpreters in opera, oratorio and
concert repertoire. She has performed
as a featured soloist in venues such as
Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center,
Philadelphia’s Academy of Music, and
the John F. Kennedy Center’s Terrace
Theatre and the Concert Hall.

She has also performed a variety of
operatic roles ranging from Purcell’s
Fairy Queen ,  Mozart’s Die
Zauberflöte, and Strauss’ Ariadne auf
Naxos. She has performed the role of
Bess in Porgy and Bess with the Teatro
Municipal in Rio de Janiero and the role
of Clara in the same opera with Opera
North at Philadelphia’s Academy of
Music.

Additional cast members include
Roberta Gumbel, soprano, as Clara;
Patrick Blackwell, bass-baritone, as
Crown/Jake; Sharon A. Simms, so-
prano, as Serena, and Glenn Henderson,
baritone, as Sportin’’ Life.

Tickets for the WSO’s performance
are available and can be purchased at the
symphony office or by visiting a local
ticket outlet. Prices are: $25 for general
admission; $22 for seniors, and $15 for
students. There will be a pre-concert
lecture about the opera given by Mae-
stro Wroe at 7 p.m. at Westminster Hall
at the church. For more information,
please call (908) 232-9400.

CONTINUING GERSHWIN CELE-
BRATION...PNC Bank will sponsor Ri-
chard Hobson, baritone, in his por-
trayal of “Porgy” in the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra’s performance of
George Gershwin’s Porgy & Bess on
Saturday, April 18. The performance,
which begins at 8 p.m. at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, is another of
the symphony’s Gershwin Centennial
Celebrations honoring the composer.

Delbarton to Present
Kismet April 24 - 26
Delbarton’s Schola Cantorum and Ab-

bey Players will present four performances
of Kismet by Robert Wright and George
Forrest on Friday and Saturday, April 24
and 25, at 8 p.m., and Sunday, April 26, at
3 p.m. in Old Main at Delbarton/St. Mary’s
Abbey.

Among the cast members is Michael
Krivak of Westfield.

Admission is $5. Delbarton/St. Mary’s
Abbey is located at 230 Mendham Road,
three miles west of the Morristown Green.

For further information, please call (9973)
538-3231.

IMPORTANT LESSONS…Officer Edward Maguire of the Westfield Police
Department instructs Jefferson Elementary School cub scouts of Den No. 4, Pack
No. 673 on neighborhood issues. The boys were given a demonstration of the
officer’s various pieces of equipment, and he advised them that the best way to
help their local police department was “to do well in school and always listen to
your parents and teachers.” Pictured, left to right, are: Ojus Patil, Satya Tagat,
Michael Freundlich, Tommy Bonard, Officer Maguire, John Martoglio, Eric
Courtney and Doug Townsend.

Jazz Pianist to Entertain
At Auxiliary’s Luncheon

Nationally-known jazz pianist Joe
Augustine will be the featured enter-
tainer at the Overlook Hospital
Auxiliary’s spring luncheon and an-
nual meeting on Friday, April 24, at the
Chanticler in Short Hills.

Now in its 82nd year, the Auxiliary
is a volunteer service and fund-rais-
ing organization which supports Over-

look Hospital in Summit.
Members attending this year’s

event, entitled “Spring Serenade,” will
vote on a new pledge, elect officers
and kick off their car raffle for a 1999
Mercedes-Benz ML320 Sports Utility
Vehicle, according to luncheon Co-
Chairwoman Julie Planck.

Guests are welcome and luncheon
tickets, which cost $35, may be re-
served by calling Lee Wadelton at
(908) 522-1321. The reservation dead-
line is this Saturday, April 18.

Luncheon attendees will have an
opportunity to shop at a variety of
boutiques which will be open from 10
a.m. until 3 p.m. Merchandise will in-
clude fashion accessories, jewelry,
cotton sweaters, stationery, hand-
painted gifts, handbags, the Auxiliary
cookbook, and Mr. Augustine’s com-
pact disk, which he will personalize
following his performance.

Overlook Auxiliary members will be-
gin selling tickets for their first car
raffle at the luncheon. Chances for the
Mercedes-Benz will be sold for $100
each.

Only 1,000 tickets will be sold and
the drawing will be held in September.
Proceeds will benefit the new mater-
nity center at Overlook Hospital.

During a brief business meeting,
Auxiliary members will vote on the
slate of officers for 1998-1999, as well
as the Twig Town Coordinators.

Members will also choose between
two projects — the hospital’s new
maternity center and the proposed
neuroscience center — for the next
Auxiliary pledge.

Westfield BOE Slates
Organizational Meeting

The next scheduled Westfield
Board of Education meeting, on Tues-
day, April 28, will be the organiza-
tional meeting of the board.

Oaths of office will be administered
at this meeting to newly-elected board
members. School elections will be held
on Tuesday, April 21.

The board will also elect its Presi-
dent and Vice President, and will ap-
prove the time, place and date for
business and special meetings, and
select official newspapers.

The agenda will include a recom-
mendation by Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. William J. Foley, to end
desegregation of students in the
Cacciola Place area, and to permit
attendance by the children in their
neighborhood schools.

The meeting will be held at 8 p.m. in
the Board Room at 302 Elm Street. It is
open to the public, with time allotted
for public questions, comments and
suggestions.

Local Artist to be Featured
During May 2 House Tour

Patricia Kimsey-Bollinger
Landscape artist Patricia Kimsey-

Bollinger will paint a garden scene as
a special feature of the 1998 “Tour of
Notable Homes” on Saturday, May 2,
sponsored by the Friends of the West-
field Symphony Orchestra.

Ms. Kimsey-Bollinger, a resident of
Westfield, will set up her French easel
in the expansive garden of a Tuscany-

style villa in Mountainside, which is
one of the five homes being show-
cased on the annual tour.

Ms. Kimsey-Bollinger, who was
trained at the Art Students’ League of
New York, has had exhibits at the
Union League Club in New York and
the New Jersey Center for Visual Arts
in Summit.

She additionally has taught paint-
ing and drawing for the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department and the C.
Loeber’s Children’s Art School in
Westfield.

The homes will be open from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Tickets may be purchased in
advance for $18 or on the day of the
tour for $20. They are available at
Baron’s Drug Store, Coldwell Banker
Schlott Realtors, Lancaster Ltd.,
Periwinkle’s Fine Gifts, Rorden Realty
and Weichert Realtors, all in Westfield.

In Mountainside, tickets may be
purchased at Patterson’s Interiors and
in Scotch Plains at Richard Roberts
Ltd. and Irma’s Hallmark.

For further information, please call
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra at
(908) 232-9400.

Town Rotary Club Honors
Mr. Coventry for 45 Years
Of Service to Organization

The Rotary Club of Westfield re-
cently recognized Past President
Jimmy Coventry’s 45 years of service
to the Rotary International.

Rotarian William Henderson, who
MC’d the event, gave a short history of
Mr. Coventry from his birth in Scotland
on May 14, 1905; he will be 93 next month.

Mr. Coventry was born in
Dunfermline, in the Kingdom of Fife,
the home town of another Scots immi-
grant who made a name for himself,
namely Andrew Carnegie. In fact, Mr.
Conventry attended the same school
as did Carnegie 70 years before him.

After leaving school at 14, he served
a six-year apprenticeship with a plumb-
ing and heating company which led to
his career in this field in Scotland and
in New Jersey, after his emigration to
the United States at 25 in 1930. He
worked in East Orange for a time then
in the Kearny Federal Shipyard where
he worked on the first destroyer in the
fleet build-up prior to World War II.

As a specialist he helped U.S. Steel
set a record by building 26 ships-of-
the-line in 52 weeks.

Mr. Coventry was married twice,
once for 34 years and a second time for
10 years. Mr. Coventry moved to
Westfield in 1934 and formed his own
plumbing firm which he ran until he
retired in 1970. Mr. Coventry has been a resident of

Westfield Senior Citizens Housing
Center for the past 14 years. During
this time he was active in the organi-
zation of many activities for his fellow
residents.

As the celebration continued, a Scot-
tish bagpiper marched into the room in
full regalia playing a Scottish march
tune. The piper, Fran Fraftery, from
Kearny, played a selection of Scottish
tunes and showed the versatility of the
bagpipe by ending with “When the
Saints Come Marching In.”

Rotary International District Gov-
ernor John J. Wilczynski of the Rotary
Club of Somerville thanked Mr. Cov-
entry for his contributions to Rotary
at home and abroad in 45 years of
personification of the Rotary motto
“Service Above Self.”

On behalf of the club, Past Presi-
dent Linda Maggio presented Mr.
Coventry with a tie and cap in the
special Scottish tartan, designed for
Rotary International and introduced
at the R.I. Convention in Glasgow,
Scotland last year.

The following Past Presidents
spoke of their experiences in office at
the club and of the assistance they
received from Mr. Coventry in his
capacity as Treasurer for 30 years and
in the organization of 31 annual Pan-
cake Days: Past Presidents Richard B.
Ahlfeld, Grant M. Buttermore, Louis
E. Lefevre, Byron E. Miller, Jack L.
Cohen, Vincent W. Vincentsen, Will-
iam J. Corbet and Donald R. Maxwell.

They also expressed appreciation
in the work which Mr. Coventry did in
the selection of candidates and in the
disbursement of over $1 million in
scholarships to over 1,900 Westfield
High School students many of whom
support today’s students by buying
Pancake Day tickets.

Mr. Conventry has been an active
Free Mason for 48 years and advised
the club that he plans to move to the
Masonic Home in Burlington in June.

Club President Dr. D. Michael Hart
concluded the program by presenting
Mr. Coventry with a metal bell mounted
on a plinth inscribed with the names of
all of the Westfield Rotary Club Presi-
dents he had assisted. The service
awards he has received from the Ro-
tary are also noted on the plinth.

LONG-TIME ROTARIAN...The Ro-
tary Club of Westfield paid tribute to
Past President Jimmy Coventry in rec-
ognition of his 45 years of service to
Rotary International. Mr. Coventry is
shown thanking his fellow Rotarians
and guests at the close of a celebration
lunch last week.

Memorial Day Event
Planned in Fanwood

Fanwood’s Memorial Day celebra-
tion will be held Monday, May 25,
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood.

All crafters are invited to partici-
pate. A reserved space costs $25, and
an additional space costs $15. Crafters
wishing further information and a
dealer’s agreement may call Laurie at
(908) 322-4962.

Volunteers are needed for the Me-
morial Day celebration, and any inter-
ested individuals may call Linda at
(908) 889-4935.


