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Gretchen Bowman for The Times
BEATING THE HEAT...Danielle Gibbons, left, Paula Bavosa, center, and
Carolyn Keeton beat the heat by enjoying the cool water of the Highland Swim
Club pool in Scotch Plains.

Gretchen Bowman for The Times
THE PLACE TO BE...These youngsters take a break after cooling off from last
week�s sweltering heat at the Highland Park Swim Club in Scotch Plains. The
pool has been a favorite destination for kids and adults throughout the summer.

COMMITTEE REVIEWING PROPOSALS

Fanwood Council
Set to OK Pact
For Park Funds

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Borough Council members are
expected to approve an agreement
with Union County during their
regular meeting tonight, Thursday,
August 13, which will pave the way
for development of a pocket park
on Watson Road in Fanwood.

The county, through its Project
Pocket Park Program, recently
awarded Fanwood a $125,000 grant
for the project, which the commu-
nity will match via combined funds
and in-kind services. Similar grants
have been approved for Union
County�s 20 other municipalities.

The pocket park concept has
sparked frequent debate among lo-
cal officials and residents, some of
whom have argued in favor of lo-
cating the park elsewhere and re-
serving the Watson Road property
for tax ratables. Various other pros-
pects for developing the property,
however, failed to gain support from
elected officials or the public dur-
ing the past decade.

Concerns have also been raised
over the costs involved in creating
and maintaining the park, and
whether any of the grant money
will be available for continued up-
grades at existing Fanwood parks.

A Pocket Park Committee was
recently appointed by the govern-
ing body to oversee development of
the project. Chaired by Council-
woman Karen M. Schurtz, it in-
cludes Councilman Stuart S. Kline,
Borough Engineer Richard
Marsden, Director of Public Works
Raymond Manfra, and Sergeant
Howard Drewes of the Fanwood
Police Department.

The committee has held two meet-
ings so far to discuss proposals for
the park, which is earmarked for
slightly less than an acre of prop-
erty across from the historic Car-
riage House.

The presently vacant site, which
has become overgrown in recent
years, was once home to Fanwood�s
administrative offices and fire com-
pany headquarters.

Committee members are review-
ing design proposals for the park
and ways to attract visitors, as well
as parking provisions at the site.
Approximately 24 parking spaces
are planned next to the park en-
trance, which would supplement
existing parking at the Carriage
House.

Councilwoman Schurtz, who
gave an update on the pocket park
project at the governing body�s
August 5 agenda session, said the
park site, like the Carriage House,
falls within an area surrounding
the Fanwood train station which
officials hope to have designated as
a historic district.

She proposed that programs such
as poetry readings, family and se-
nior offerings could be held at the
park, in conjunction with activities
at the Carriage House, which she
envisions as becoming a �true cul-
tural arts center� in Fanwood. Mrs.

Sidewalk Sales
Begin Today
In Township

Summer sidewalk sales will be
held in Scotch Plains Towne Cen-
tre for three days beginning today,
Thursday, August 13, and con-
tinuing tomorrow and Saturday,
August 14 and 15.

The sales will be held in stores
along East Second Street, Westfield
and Park Avenues. The Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion (SPBPA) is encouraging shop-
pers to visit the township and take
advantage of special promotions be-
ing offered by many of the boutiques,
gift and antique shops, as well as
other local businesses.

Shoppers are also invited to have
lunch at one of the township�s many
restaurants and food establish-
ments, or to get a sandwich and
enjoy lunch on the Village Green.

Tonight, the summer concert se-
ries on the Village Green, starting
at 7:30 p.m., will feature Southern
Rock. The Farmers Market on Park
Avenue will also be held from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday.

Schurtz said linking the neighbor-
ing sites represented a �logical part-
nership, historically.�

She told The Times the two dozen
parking spaces next to the park
would not only accommodate park
visitors, but also handle overflow
traffic from heavily-attended Car-
riage House functions or municipal

Gretchen Bowman for The Times
Scotch Plains Public Library

Local Libraries Prepare for Age of Automation
To Enhance Resources for Patrons and Staff

Gretchen Bowman for The Times
Fanwood Memorial Library

Scotch Plains Library Plans
New Technology by October

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Free Public Li-
brary will fully embrace the com-
puter age by Thursday, October 1,
when a $125,000 automation system
goes into effect.

According to Library Director
Norbert Bernstein, the system �will
provide much easier access to the
collection. It will be much faster �
instantaneous information. It�s a pro-
cess that will be a benefit to the
person who uses the library.�

The automation will add 17 com-
puter terminals to the library where
visitors and staff can search the
70,000 volume book collection. The
familiar card catalog that sits in a big
wooden cabinet marked with A
through Z, will disappear, in order to
make room for the PAC � the Per-
sonal Automated Catalog on com-
puters.

In other words, every book will
now carry a bar-coded version of its
name and will be registered in the
computer. Books will still be found
under authors, titles and subjects.

All current library cardholders will
be asked to re-register for new plastic
library cards that are also bar-coded,
replacing the old card that carries a
metal plate. Reportedly, some resi-
dents have their original cards from
1968, when the library opened. There
are now a total of about 1,000
cardholders.

Under the automated system, books
and cards will be tracked by comput-
ers for check-in and check-out. Pa-
trons may also reserve books them-
selves using the system and staff can

readily track when books are due
back.

The township library is one of the
last three municipal libraries in Union
County to convert to computers. The
Fanwood Council is expected to okay
a resolution tonight that would fund
automation of the borough�s library.
(See accompanying story.) Westfield,
Mountainside and Berkeley Heights
have the identical Dynix system, ac-
cording to Mr. Bernstein.

Over the past several years, the
Scotch Plains library has been put-
ting bar codes on all new acquisitions
� totaling about one-third of the col-
lection � in anticipation of the
changeover to automation. Four com-
puter stations supplying Internet con-
nections, a national telephone direc-
tory and state Department of Labor
job listings have been up and run-
ning for the past two years.

The new computers will add
Internet access in the children�s room
with a safeguard filtering system for
certain subject matter. Children 12
years old or younger will need writ-
ten permission from parents every
time they go online with Internet
service, according to Mr. Bernstein.

Additionally, a recent state library
grant worth $5,700 will buy two CD
ROM towers for the system that will
allow users to access additional data
like encyclopedias and many other
programs. Encyclopedias will con-
tinue to be available in book form,
too.

Residents with online computers
at home, will be able to call up the
library�s PAC, to search for books.

 Fanwood Library Looks
To Join Area Consortium
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood Memorial Library Di-
rector Daniel Weiss unveiled a pro-
posal last week for automation of the
library through membership in a
Middlesex County consortium, which
he said would also assist with library
functions and enhance services to
patrons.

A resolution is expected to be voted
on by the Borough Council during its
regular meeting tonight, Thursday,
August 13, concerning the library
Board of Trustees� endorsement in
June of a proposed agreement be-
tween the library and the Libraries of
Middlesex Automation Consortium
(LMxAC).

Addressing officials during the
governing body�s August 5 agenda
meeting, Mr. Weiss offered an over-
view of the services offered by
LMxAC. Headquartered in Avenel,
the consortium was established in
1986 and has been in actual opera-
tion for a decade.

It currently includes 23 mostly pub-
lic libraries in Middlesex County, ac-
cording to Mr. Weiss, who was joined
at the council meeting by LMxAC
Executive Director Ellen Parravano.
He said there currently are no library
consortiums in Union County.

Mr. Weiss said he had been explor-
ing options for automating the li-
brary since taking the helm as Direc-

tor 10 months ago, noting that earlier
prospects for automation through
partnerships with Scotch Plains and
other neighboring libraries had not
panned out.

The library Director also said a
�stand-alone system,� whereby the
Fanwood library would introduce new
technology on its own, would not
only cost more to initiate than with
the consortium, but would likely take
too much time away from his other
responsibilities, and interfere with
existing library services.

He told governing body members
that the start-up cost for a �stand-
alone� program would exceed
$120,000, adding that the initial fee
would only be $85,000 through the
consortium, followed by a flat annual
maintenance fee of $18,500.

Mr. Weiss said that while the an-
nual maintenance tab for a stand-
alone system would be $11,500, this
figure was expected to rise by 5 per-
cent each year, and would eventually
equal the amount paid by consortium
members.

According to the library Director,
the $85,000 start-up cost would be
covered through appropriations of
$25,000 and $30,000 which were
made by the governing body in 1996
and 1998, respectively, plus another
$30,000 from a bequest to the library.

He said he has additionally applied
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Michael P. Babik for The Times
CHANGING OF THE GUARD�Carol Wood, a Fanwood resident, right, poses
with Rotary Vice President Andy Calamaras, left, and former Rotary President
Lori DeMilt, center, at her June 24 installation as President of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club. Please see Page 3 for a story on area Rotary Clubs.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Township Democratic Candidates Challenge GOP Council
Over Accountability and Taxes During Public Meeting

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

During a televised Scotch Plains
Township Council meeting on Tues-
day, Democratic council candidate
Tarquin Jay Bromley seized the op-
portunity to address the all-Republi-
can governing body from the floor.

He charged the council with
�grossly negligent� handling of a
three-month-old incident, involving
the discharge of a gun belonging to
township Police Chief Thomas
O�Brien. No one was injured.

Councilwoman Irene T. Schmidt
responded that Mr. Bromley was at-
tacking the council over the incident
in order to kick off his own run for
one of three available council seats in
November.

Councilwoman Schmidt and
Mayor Joan Papen will not seek re-
election to the governing body, while
incumbent GOP Councilman Robert
Johnston is looking for another four-
year term. Mr. Johnston did not at-
tend the meeting.

Mr. Bromley was citing a well-
publicized mishap that occurred in a
Watchung department store after
another shopper apparently fired a
weapon which Chief O�Brien had
left behind in a fitting room. The
adult customer handling the gun,
according to Chief O�Brien, was ac-
companied by a child.

Mayor Papen defended the investi-
gation and disciplinary action meted
out to Chief O�Brien as a result of the
incident, for which he was docked a
week�s pay by Township Manager

Thomas E. Atkins.
Chief O�Brien confirmed later that

the disciplinary action was in line
with department regulations. He ex-
plained he did alert Mr. Atkins to
police department policy over the
incident, and that Mr. Atkins chose
to adhere to it.

�Mr. Atkins knew within one hour
of the incident what had happened. I
did everything required,� Chief
O�Brien responded afterward.

Mr. Bromley insisted at the meet-
ing that it is �unheard of� that a

municipal department head, such as
the Chief of Police, can determine his
own penalty.

�I think the council has additional
responsibility, and the record will
speak for itself,� he said.

Chief O�Brien later pointed out
that, �I did not commit a deliberate
act; it was not a crime. I did not deny
anything.�

Since the incident, Chief O�Brien
has often remarked publicly how
thankful he is that no one was hurt in
the mishap.

Councilwoman Schmidt explained
to Mr. Bromley during the public
address portion of the council meet-
ing that Chief O�Brien had met with
council members and expressed
�enormous remorse over this.�

Councilman Martin Marks added,
�All of the things that should have
been done, were done.�

Mayor Papen further explained that
following the incident, the local po-
lice department was notified, as was
Mr. Atkins, the council and the
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Scotch Plains Lions Install
Club Officers for 1998-99

The Scotch Plains Lions Club re-
cently held its installation of officers
for 1998-1999 at poolside in the home
of member Ronald Kelly.

At a combination business and
social meeting, Past Vice District
Governor Norman Bendel was re-
turned to office as President.

Other officers installed included
Vice Presidents Edna Kirshenbaum,
Lawrence Thompson and Patricia
Wierick, Secretary Arthur Fowler,
Treasurer Donald Wussler, Lion
Tamer Linda Hanes, and Tail Twister
Rocco Cornacchia.

Directors are all Past Presidents
and Pete Terry for one year. President
Bendel thanked members for the Li-
ons� past year of successful projects.
He said their help would also be
needed for future projects such as the
flea market on Scotch Plains Day, an
Antique Car and Craft Show and
pancake breakfasts.

The Scotch Plains Lions Club and
the Plainfield Lions Club will jointly
entertain the Union County Associa-
tion for the Blind at their October
meeting at Snuffy�s Pantagis Renais-
sance restaurant in Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

 Fanwood Library Looks To
Join Area Consortium

EMPLOYER HONORED�Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA stu-
dent Kamran Ahmed presents an Outstanding Marketing Education Employer
of the Year Award to Joyce Mazzaferro, Manager of CVS Pharmacy in Scotch
Plains. In addition to Kamran, Ms. Mazzaferro employed four other marketing
students. The students in the marketing program receive school credit for their
part-time jobs.

for $50,000 in federal funds avail-
able through a grant administered by
the New Jersey State Library, though
he will likely not learn until Septem-
ber whether or not the library would
receive all or part of this funding.

Outlining the benefits of becom-
ing a consortium member, Mr. Weiss
said Fanwood Library patrons will
now have access via the new comput-
ers to more than 500,000 materials
available through LMxAC�s mem-
ber libraries. He said this access would
also facilitate easy inter-library loans.

Mr. Weiss stated that participating
libraries have an equal voice on mat-
ters concerning the consortium. In
addition, the organization provides
members with round-the-clock tech-
nical support related to hardware and
software materials; database man-
agement, cataloging services and
processing of overdue mailers, plus
high-level staff training.

He said once complete automation
is achieved, the library will house 14
computers networked together, nine
of which will serve as public access
terminals with Internet capabilities.
Two of these will be located in the
adult section of the library, while
another two will be stationed in the
Children�s Department.

Another three terminals in the adult
section and two more in the children�s
area will be dedicated to CD-ROMs
and On-Line services, along with
Internet access, and will also be avail-
able for word processing, he revealed.

The remaining five computers, he
said, will be utilized by the staff for
administrative duties. Pending ap-
proval of the governing body resolu-
tion, Mr. Weiss said the agreement
between the board of trustees and the
LMxAC is expected to be signed by
September, adding that the library
should be completely automated

within a year.
During his presentation to elected

officials last week, the library Direc-
tor said the proposed agreement with
the consortium would be automati-
cally renewed each year, but that
each side would have the option to
bow out of the arrangement, pro-
vided they give notice within a cer-
tain period of time.

Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz,
who served on the library board sev-
eral years ago, commended the ef-
forts of Mr. Weiss and the trustees by
observing that they �very deliber-
ately investigated� various channels
for automating the library.

She remarked that it is �essential
for a small library to remain competi-
tive and viable in our community.�

Indexes for magazine and newspa-
pers, will not be on the system.

Approval for automation came
about after the library�s Board of
Trustees approached the council for
funding. Director Bernstein pointed
out that a portion of the cost of the
system was paid for through a library
endowment.

Mr. Bernstein explained that the
computers will be used in ordering
new books. He said that decisions on
titles are through requests by pa-
trons, staff recommendations and a
reading of book reviews. Some au-
thors are so popular, the library sim-
ply orders the latest work sight-un-
seen.

Library staff members trained on
the automated system for two-and-a-
half days with the Dynix company,
based in Utah. �It�s a new world. It�s
a challenge,� Mr. Bernstein said. He
pointed out that volunteers were wel-
come for the sizable job of putting bar
code stickers on the remaining 40,000

books. He estimated that a team of
two people could do 120 books in an
hour.

Director Bernstein said his jour-
ney to the township library began
with a part-time job at the New York
City Public Library�s main branch in
1950. He has served 25 years in the
township.

What does a library director do? �It
is to serve the reading needs of the
public,� Mr. Bernstein said. �I love to
read, and I want to share my love of
reading with other people.�

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5
� A Terrill Road resident reported

the theft of a bicycle left in the front
yard.

� A Clydesdale Road resident re-
ported the theft of two bicycles from a
garage.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6
� Nikisha Mayers, 18, of Scotch

Plains, was arrested on a warrant signed
by Detective Donnell Joyce for conspir-
ing to commit aggravated assault on
July 21 in the 300 block of Willow
Avenue.

On July 21st police responded to a
report of a disturbance and a shot fired by
an unknown assailant. Mayers was re-
leased on bail set at $10,000 by Scotch
Plains Municipal Court Judge Joseph
Perfilio.

� A theft of a bicycle was reported at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

� A theft of a cellular phone was
reported by a patron at a Route 22 amuse-
ment park.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7
� Gerard Blanc, 22, of Elizabeth, was

arrested and charged on warrants signed
by Detective Donnell Joyce relating to
the July 21 incident described above in
the 300 block of Willow Avenue.

Mr. Blanc was identified as the sus-
pect responsible for the assault commit-
ted on a Scotch Plains resident. Charges
included two counts of aggravated as-
sault, conspiracy to commit aggravated
assault and two charges related to illegal
weapons possession.

Blanc was booked and transported to
the Union County Jail in lieu of $25,000
cash bail.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8
� The theft of approximately $700

bank deposit was reported from a busi-
ness in the 2200 block of South Avenue.

� Chester Brown Jr., 38, of Plainfield,
was arrested and charged with obstruc-
tion for physically interfering in a police
officer�s investigation during a motor
vehicle stop. He was also charged for
resisting arrest in the incident, which

MEDIEVAL TIMES...Students in Cathy Mattfield�s eighth-grade English classes
ended their research project on the middle ages with a feast at Terrill Middle
School. Students presented the results of their research by writing scripts to
explain to their class what they learned. Students arrived at the feast as
entertainers, guildswomen, balladeers, knights, Friar Tuck, Robin Hood, doc-
tors, castle cooks, lords and ladies. Getting ready for their Medieval presenta-
tions, left to right, are: Patrick Romeo, Pam Fischbein and Gel D�Annunzio.

Fanwood Republicans
Plan Pot Luck Picnic
An Old Fashioned Fanwood

Family Pot Luck Picnic will be
held on Sunday, August 23, from
2:30 to 7 p.m. at the home of
Karen Paardecamp, 310 North
Avenue, Fanwood.

This annual event is sponsored
by the Fanwood Republican Club
and gives neighbors a chance to
get together for an afternoon of
family fun, according to a club
spokeswoman.

There will be traditional picnic
games including badminton, vol-
ley ball and croquet, as well as
horseshoes and bocci ball.

David Trumpp and Will
Coronato, the Republican candi-
dates for Borough Council, have
planned to be in attendance. Also
expected are Congressman Bob
Franks and all the Republican
candidates for Freeholder, includ-
ing former Fanwood Councilman
Andrew J. MacDonald.

Since it is a pot luck picnic,
people are requested to either bring
a dish or donate $5. Responses,
information and food coordina-
tion are being handled by Pat
Lindsey at (908) 322-8801.

Somerset County and Union County
prosecutors.

Chief O�Brien noted that Mr.
Bromley was told of the incident
during a meeting with municipal
government department heads, as
part of a township program to meet
with all council candidates.

On a separate matter, township
residents of the Kramer Manor neigh-
borhood reportedly submitted a peti-
tion to the council, asking for the
return of the name Cliffwood Street
to Shalom Way. The petition carried
over 50 resident signatures.

The street name was changed in
June by the council to Shalom Way
per a request by Temple Congrega-
tion Beth Israel members. The temple
is the only address on the former
Cliffwood Street. The street number
also changed to 18 from 1920.

At the time of the public hearing
on the name change, residents pro-
tested the measure, but the council
voted 4 to 1 to approve it.

In June, resident Alice Eldridge
testified that she objected to the pro-
posed street name, saying, among
other things, �This is not Israel.
Everybody�s not Jewish.�

In response, Councilman Marks,
who said he was a member of the
temple, questioned whether the rea-
soning for such an objection was
�bigoted.�

At the time of the council vote, Dr.
Robert Spellman, a resident, encour-
aged the council to delay a vote on the
name change.

Councilwoman Schmidt agreed,
saying, �There is a great deal to have
a dialogue about.�

The petition was on the letterhead
stationary of Samuel M. Manigualt,
an attorney residing on Washington
Street in the township. He could not
be reached immediately for comment.

In other matters, a second Demo-
cratic candidate for township coun-
cil, Geri Morgan Samuel, queried
the council from the floor about the
former Scotch Plains Zoo property,
which the township recently con-
demned and plans to turn into a park.

Councilman William F.

McClintock, Jr., responded that the
township would forfeit about $1,600-
a-year from an estimated $10,000
tax bill by owning the property. He
noted that the majority of the tax
funds go to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education and
Union County government.

According to Councilman
McClintock, the township and former
owners of the six-and-a-half acre zoo
property have turned to the courts for
a decision on a purchase price after
they could not agree. Reportedly,
Sunrise Assisted Living � the most
recent owners � bought the property
for at least $800,000, while the town-
ship hopes to keep the price under
$600,000.

Councilman McClintock claimed
there was no threat of a lawsuit from
Sunrise over the seizure of the site,
adding �We hope to get a lot of ben-
efits from it, as a park.�

In a related move, the council voted
to accept $100,000 from the Union
County Pocket Park program to put
towards the cost of the former zoo
property. Another $25,000 from the
pocket park program will be spent to
enlarge the parking lot, among other
things, at Green Forest Park.

One township resident complained
to council members during the tele-
phone call-in period of the meeting
about a reported 29 trees that were
recently removed from Green Forest
Park as part of the project.

Mayor Papen explained that a num-
ber of the trees removed were dead or
near-dead. Others were cut down for
the parking lot expansion.

The council also voted to award a
low bid of $32,000 from a field of 10
submitted for the parking lot work.

Another council candidate, Frank
J. Festa, Jr., running on the New
Jersey Conservative ticket, also ad-
dressed the council, noting that Union
County grants for the park purchase
are taxpayer money.

Another resident who lives near
the Scotch Hills golf course pleaded
with the council to install a net along
the edge of the course, to prevent
balls from entering their property.

Norma Harrington said she was
the mother of 15-month-old triplet
girls and that she feared for their
safety on the property. Golf balls land
in the yard and have also broken
through the windows of her house,
she testified. She said she asked the
council for help 18 months ago re-
garding the problem, and had seen
no action on the request.

Mayor Papen promised to consider
purchasing the net, saying she saw
the use of one in Flemington.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Democratic Candidates
Challenge GOP Council
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Recent Home
Sales

SCOTCH PLAINS
Virginia Ann Glick to John E. Feely

and Jennifer Stagaard, 2063 Nicholl
Avenue, $170,000.

Gus Rotella to Timothy and Constanse
Sensor, 2284 Old Farm Road, $320,000.

Philip Green to Ernestine Suchin, 14
Clydesdale Road, $435,000.

Elliot Salzman to Marion Mazza, 13
Burnham Court, $172,000.

FANWOOD
David Davis to Kevin Hackett, 156

Marion Avenue, $210,000.
Relocation Assistance Coop. to Paul

Shedd and Jo Ann Bitsura, 253 Midway
Avenue, $265,500.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5
• A Martine Avenue resident reported

the theft of several plants, according to
police.

MONDAY, AUGUST 10
• Sarenthia Bailey, 23, of Elizabeth

was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing $39 worth of meat from a South
Avenue supermarket, authorities said.
She was released on her own recogni-
zance.

• A 9-year-old Plainfield resident was
charged with criminal mischief for alleg-
edly throwing a rock at a car traveling
down Terrill Road, police said. He was
released to the custody of his parents.
Three other juveniles, aged 9 to 12, were
also present but were not charged.

occurred on Route 22, West.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9

� A resident of Clydesdale Road re-
ported damage to a glass table in their
yard.

Parenting Pathways
Accepting Donations

Of Children�s Clothing
Parenting Pathways is now accepting

donations of gently-used children�s fall
and winter clothing (sizes newborn
through 14), maternity clothing, toys,
games, books, and baby equipment.

All items will be sold at the
organization�s fall and winter consign-
ment sale in September. Parenting Path-
ways has several drop-off points and will
be taking donations through Friday, Sep-
tember 4.

The income from this sale is used to
offset Parenting Pathways� operating
expenses, so the organization can con-
tinue to provide discussion groups and
workshops for parents at a nominal cost.

Parenting Pathways is a nonprofit or-
ganization, so donations are tax deduct-
ible. All unsold items are donated to
families and organizations in the imme-
diate area.

Anyone wishing to donate items, or
who would like more information, may
call (908) 889-5954 or (908) 756-7521.

meetings. The supplemental lot, she
observed, would also eliminate on-
street parking in that area, which
could interfere with emergency ve-
hicles.

During last week�s agenda meet-
ing, Councilman Kline reiterated
some financial concerns related to
the pocket park which he had ex-
pressed during the governing body�s
July 9 regular meeting.

He recommended officials be �fis-
cally prudent� in their use of the
county�s grant money for the pocket
park, adding that leftover funds
could possibly be used at other bor-
ough parks.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
Set to OK Pact
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Scotch Plains Library Plans
New Technology by October

New Medicare Benefits Help
To Guard Against Illnesses

Several new Medicare benefits
became available as of July 1, ac-
cording to Dennis Mass, Manager
of the Elizabeth Social Security of-
fice. Medicare will now provide dia-
betes glucose monitoring and dia-
betes education to beneficiaries.
Bone mass measurement also be-
came available as of July 1.

The new benefits are part of a
package of services that became
available this year to promote early
detection of and education about
certain life-threatening diseases
common among older beneficiaries.

Effective January 1 of this year,
women are able to get yearly
mammograms, pap smears, and pel-

vic and breast examinations, with-
out paying the Part B deductible.
Colorectal cancer screening also be-
came available on January 1. In
addition, Medicare will now pay the
full charge of flu and pneumococcal
shots.

Interested Medicare beneficiaries
are advised to call their doctor or
health care provider for more infor-
mation on the availability of the new
benefits. A Medicare hot line is also
available at (800) 638-6833.

Medicare covers Social Security
beneficiaries age 65 or older or who
have been receiving Social Security
disability benefits for two years or
more.

Scotch Plains

Side Walk Sales

August 13, 14 15


