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BIRTHDAY WRAPPINGS�Mabel Ginsberg, from the Emmanuel Cancer
Foundation in Scotch Plains, wraps birthday gifts to be sent to cancer patients
in the program or their siblings. As part of the network of support for the
families of the ill children, the family is nourished with food and other
necessities. To donate canned goods or new birthday gifts for children from
infants through age 18, please call Ms. Ginsberg daily at the foundation, at
(908) 322-4862, Extension Number 20.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Emmanuel Cancer Foundation Reaches Out to Area
Families Through Team of Compassionate Caregivers

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Whoever said there are no angels
among us on earth has never met the
team of dedicated, selfless and com-
passionate caregivers at The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation (ECF)
at Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The ECF strives to provide coun-
seling, as well as financial and mate-
rial support, to New Jersey families
who have found their worlds turned
upside down because of a child�s
cancer diagnosis.

The foundation, which celebrates
its 15th anniversary this year, is a
non-profit organization which was
established in 1983 by Joseph and
Susan Vizzoni in memory of their 7-

year-old son, Emmanuel, who died
of lymphoma in 1981.

This year alone, ECF has reached
out to 250 families in the state who
have found themselves gripped by
the devastating emotional, financial
and physical burdens of living with a
cancer diagnosis.

The foundation has four regional
centers, including the Scotch Plains
branch. The others are located in
Wycoff in Bergen County, Neptune
City in Monmouth County, and
Woodbury Heights in Gloucester
County.

According to Executive Director
of the Scotch Plains facility, John F.
Hartman, CFRE, the foundation pro-
vides three distinct types of services.

These services involve ECF person-
nel going off-site directly to where
the families need them. It does not
require the families in need to visit
the foundation.

The first service is professional

counseling, which Mr. Hartman de-
scribes as �the hallmark of our ser-
vice.�

The goal of counseling, he ex-
plained, is to �keep the family to-

AVERAGE ASSESSED HOME TO PAY $6,933 In �98

Westfield Taxes See Lowest
Increase in Past Seven Years

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor�s Note: This is the first of a
three-part series on Westfield prop-
erty taxes. The first focuses on the
municipal portion of the tax bill.

*  *  *  *  *
Westfielders will pay an average of

$6,933 in property taxes over the
next year in support of the local
schools, county government and
municipal services, or roughly $110
over 1997 � the lowest increase in
seven years.

In 1982, the average property tax-
payer in Westfield paid $2,540. That
number, which doubled within eight
years, has begun to level off in the
past few years, with a moderate in-
crease of roughly $1,100 since 1993.

While school and municipal taxes
increased, the county tax rate in
Westfield actually dropped. The lo-
cal schools� tax rate rose six cents,
with the town taxes increasing an-
other three pennies per $100 of as-
sessed valuation. Last year,
Westfielders saw a 10-cent hike in
property taxes.

While taxes for the average
Westfield home have jumped $4,500
over the past 16 years, the United
States dollar is worth less. For in-
stance, average taxes of $2,540 in
1982 would amount to $4,103 today.

Of the three components of the
property tax bill, which are due quar-
terly beginning August 1, the town
� which is the collector for all prop-
erty taxes owed � receives the least
amount of the ratables, or roughly 16
percent, with 64 percent earmarked
for the public schools and the re-
maining 20 percent delivered to the
county, according to Town Adminis-
trator Edward A. Gottko.

For every $100,000 of assessed valu-
ation of Westfield properties, the town
receives $638, the county gets $796,
and the school system takes in $2,545.

The amount of taxes collected by
the town has jumped from $25.3
million in 1982 to $71.5 million this
year. For comparison sake, Consumer
Price Index figures indicate that a

dollar in 1982 is worth $1.69 today.
The Westfield Town Council

adopted its 1998 municipal budget of
$22,923,211 back in April. A total of
$11,318,088 will be raised in local
taxes to support that budget, an in-
crease of three cents per $100 of
assessed valuation.

Mr. Gottko explained during an
interview with The Westfield Leader
that next to salaries, the largest spike
in the budget this year was for group
insurance � a $100,000 increase
over last year, for an appropriation in
1998 of $1,125,000.

The council hopes to eliminate
those large increases in future years,
though, by joining a Health Insur-
ance Fund or an HIF. Thirteen towns
are set to join the Fund, including
Fanwood and Mountainside.

Mr. Gottko explained that the town
expects the change will generate the
same stability in insurance costs that
came about when Westfield joined
the Suburban Joint Insurance Fund.

In 1994, the first year of the pro-
gram, the town saw a savings of
$184,000 � or roughly one tax point.
The rate was flat in 1996 and 1997, but
is expected to rise slightly this year.

JIF covers property casualty insur-
ance, environmental insurance, and
employer practices insurance. Towns
save money by joining the towns in
the JIF, thus creating a larger �pool�
of workers to purchase insurance for
in the marketplace.

In terms of the HIF, Mr. Gottko
said officials have been in touch with
the various bargaining units regard-
ing a change in how Westfield will
purchase its employee health insur-
ance. He said workers, �will see no
difference in (insurance) coverage.�

The other jump in the town budget
is for the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary the budget for which was in-
creased by $43,000 over 1997, to a
figure of $1,125,000.

Municipal salaries rose $320,000
over last year to $11.2 million, repre-
senting almost half of the total mu-
nicipal spending plan. That expendi-
ture was $10.8 million in 1997 in a

$22.3 million budget.
Mr. Gottko noted that increases in

municipal workers� salaries have been
dropping as the town has reduced its
employee base by 6 percent through
the elimination of positions and at-
trition. In 1994, the increase in staff
salaries and wages was $700,000.

Westfield has four bargaining units
representing 165 full-time employ-
ees, the two largest being the Police
and Fire department personnel.

The other unions are the Team-
sters, representing the hourly em-
ployees in the Department of Public

Town Council Considers Regulating Number,
Appearance of News Boxes in Downtown Areas

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise

thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of
the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances. � First Amend-

ment to the United States Constitu-
tion

Westfield�s local lawmakers will
soon be weighing how best to walk
the line between the freedoms al-
lowed the press under the amend-
ment which heads up the Bill of
Rights, and an attempt to regulate
newspaper vending boxes in town.

Last May, a judge stopped Chicago
city officials from banning individual
news boxes in favor of uniform, multi-
unit racks. Judge Rueben Castillo�s
decision held that, �We�re dealing
with long-held, traditionally very
highly-respected First Amendment
rights in this case.�

Currently, Westfield�s Assistant
Town Attorney Paul Strauchler is
drafting a proposal that would at-
tempt to limit the number of vending
boxes or news racks in one spot,
examining what he described as
�safety� issues.

Other considerations, Mr.
Strauchler said, deal with �aesthet-
ics,� or the appearance of the vend-
ing machines in the downtown area,
including boxes at a diner on North
Avenue.

�I think we�ll try to strike a bal-
ance. I think we�re going to come up
with a pretty solid ordinance,� he
said.

Safety-related issues in the ordi-
nance may include inconvenience,
overcrowding, and danger in public
right-of-ways, Mr. Strauchler said.

Mr. Strauchler is also looking at
Cape May, Haddonfield, Princeton,
Nutley and other New Jersey munici-
palities that he said have news rack
ordinances.

Pennsauken, a southern New Jer-

sey community, was named in a 1989
Federal District Court lawsuit by
Gannett Satellite newspapers over
an ordinance that attempted to regu-
late newspaper boxes.

According to attorney for the New
Jersey Press Association Arlene
Turinchak, the courts allowed the
Pennsauken municipality a certain
degree of control over the appear-
ance of the news boxes, as part of a
whole downtown improvement
project.

In Westfield, Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman and Chairman of the Town
Council�s Laws and Rules Commit-
tee, Lawrence A. Goldman, said that
among council members, �there is a
consensus on some sort of regula-
tion,� of the newspaper boxes, and
discussion over �what types of re-
strictions� to include.

Further discussion is expected at
the next council conference meeting
on Tuesday, September 8.

Star-Ledger newspaper attorneys
reportedly have alerted council mem-
bers that they �don�t like any regula-
tions at all. They think (the paper
boxes) provide a valuable service,�
Mr. Goldman said in a summary of
the newspaper�s reaction to the pro-
posals.

�There is no intention, on my part,
to take away this service from the
public,� Councilman Goldman in-
sisted.

The Star-Ledger did not respond
to calls from this newspaper.

�The thrust will be primarily safety
and will address the few areas in
town� that have numerous news
boxes, Councilman Goldman said,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Gretchen Bowman for The Westfield Leader

REGULATING NEWSBOXES?...The Westfield Town Council is consider-
ing regulating newspaper vending machines such these in front of the
Westfield Post Office.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Local Residents Complete 3,200, Mile 48-Day Bike
Trek to Raise Funds for Lung Association Research

VICTORY AT LAST...Dennis Sullivan holds the bike that carried him over
3,000 miles across the country to the �finish line� at the Washington Monument
in the nation�s capital on August 1. The �Big Ride� was a 48-day fundraising trip
for the American Lung Association.

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Two area residents recently fin-
ished a 3,254-mile, cross-country
bicycle ride, together raising over
$22,000 for American Lung Asso-
ciation (ALA) research.

As part of �The GTE Big Ride
Across America,� Richard
Czarnomski from Scotch Plains, now
living in Westfield, and Dennis
Sullivan, also a Westfield resident,
left Seattle on June 15 and pulled into
Washington, D.C., on August 1 after
48 days of peddling.

�It was a very emotional moment,�
said Mr. Sullivan, a 46-year-old hu-
man resources executive with Lucent
Technologies, when he hit the home
stretch in the nation�s capital. �It
helps you re-realize that you can
accomplish what you set out to do.�

The group of 700 cyclists, who had
hung together up hill and down while
crossing the country, gathered at the
Lincoln Memorial in Washington that
last afternoon, to ride the final lap to
the symbolic finish line at the Wash-
ington Monument.

His wife, Pat, and their two chil-
dren, along with several friends, stood
waiting to greet him.

�There were a lot of tears,� Mrs.

Sullivan revealed.
Mr. Czarnomski, a 30-year-old

marketing consultant with an archi-
tectural firm who finished the mara-
thon ride as well, declared, �I would
absolutely do it again.�

The �Big Ride� was advertised in
newspapers last fall, and Mr.
Czarnomski said he committed to
the event by November. The six-and-
a-half weeks away from work were a
combination of vacation time and a
leave of absence, he said.

Bicyclists joined the fundraising
trek from every state in the country,
except Nebraska, according to Mr.
Czarnomski. In all, the event raised
an estimated $6.3 million for the
Lung Association.

�I started training in January. I
rode two or three times a week for
about an hour and on weekends,� he
said.

He had an indoor track stand which
converted his 16-gear road bike into
a stationary bicycle.

Mr. Sullivan, on the other hand,
said although biking was a favorite
hobby prior to the �Big Ride,� he was
early into the trip when it was clear
he had not spent enough time prepar-
ing. He reported, however, that he
soon got up to speed after several

days of logging 80 miles, which was
the average mileage per day on the
ride.

The longest day in the saddle in-
volved 113 miles, and the shortest
distance covered was 51 miles in a
day. The bikers traveled the more
northerly route through Montana,
South Dakota, Minnesota, Wiscon-

sin, Ohio and Pennsylvania � more
than 3,000 miles in all. (See map.)

Not all went smoothly. A little
more than one week into the trek, a
snow storm hit the group at about
7,000 feet up in the Rocky Moun-
tains.

At that point, Mr. Sullivan said he
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

ADJUSTED FOR INFLATION...The above chart indicates how property taxes and town budgets have increased in real
dollars since 1982. The actual 1982 budget was $9.7 million and the total annual tax bill was $2,540. All amounts were
adjusted for inflation.

Annual Town Budget Average Annual Taxes Consumer Price Index

$16,400,000

$22,700,000

$4,292

    1982  1998     1982  1998     1982  1998

All amounts have been adjusted for inflation and are stated in 1998 dollars.

$6,934

$1.00

$1.69
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ENRICHING THEIR MINDS...Children�s author Pam Swallow visited with
students in the Primary Enrichment Program (PEP) at Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield earlier this month. The summer program concluded with a
�PEP Rally� on August 14.

referring to Westfield�s proposed ordi-
nance.

He indicated that official sentiment
is moving away from the notion of
uniformity in size, color, location and
other factors, in an effort to avoid a First
Amendment test in court.

Mountainside Borough Attorney
John N. Post said borough officials sat
down with Star-Ledger attorneys when
officials sought to write a law regulat-
ing newspaper vending machines in the
downtown, nearly 10 years ago.

�At the time that Mountainside
adopted its ordinance, there were cases
in U.S. Federal District Court that dealt
with the issue of infringement of First
Amendment rights,� Mr. Post said, and

borough officials worked successfully
to avoid litigation with publishers over
the ordinance.

Scotch Plains officials decided
against local regulation when newspa-
per boxes were first introduced in the
downtown, and discovered First
Amendment press freedoms may have
come into play. Officials said some
merchants resisted placement of the
machines in front of their stores.

Westfield council members in favor
of a news rack regulation have pin-
pointed the curbside situation on Cen-
tral Avenue in front of the Post Office as
a primary focus. There are at least 23
news boxes at the site, 15 of which are
in one string.

Councilman Goldman said a survey
counted 134 newspaper vending boxes
in town. Reportedly, 108 of the ma-
chines hold paid newspapers, and 26
are full of free publications for real
estate or car sales, for example. The
Westfield Leader maintains two boxes
in town.

A $10 or $15 annual registration fee
may be part of the plan. It will cover the
cost of administering the permits, Mr.
Goldman said.

In busier areas, New York City has
adopted the use of so-called �condo�-
style news boxes, where numerous vend-
ing boxes are stacked on one stand, and
publishers rent boxes to sell papers.

In San Francisco, officials indicated
they would charge $30 a year for simi-
lar multi-unit racks in a city that offi-
cials estimate has 15,000 free-standing
news racks.

Ms. Turinchak pointed out that state
government already regulates place-
ment of newspaper boxes along state
highways. Now, �each of the towns are
making their own decisions� on news-
paper vending machines, she said, and
�this is an ongoing problem for us.�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Westfield Considers Regulating
News Boxes in Downtown Areas

Westfield Taxes See Lowest
Increase in Past Seven Years

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

gether� during this difficult period
when families may be most likely to
fall apart due to financial and emo-
tional hardships.

The ECF retains 14 master-degreed
social workers who provide 24-hour
service each day of the week.

This counseling is not limited to
the child with cancer or his or her
family members, but to all persons
affected by this life change.

The second service is emergency
financial relief. Forty to 60 percent of
families may require such assistance.
The ECF assists in paying for bills
not covered by insurance plans, as
well as rent or mortgage payments,
transportation costs, telephone bills,
hotel room and meal expenses, and
funeral costs.

Child care expenses for other sib-
lings are also paid while parents are
occupied at the hospital with their
sick child. Foundation volunteers also
explain to credit card companies the
family�s personal and financial situ-
ation.

But perhaps the efforts of good will
and selflessness are most well noted
by the third service, which is mate-
rial assistance.

This service involves, but is not
limited to, collecting and distribut-
ing clothing and food, providing toys
for birthday parties for the child as
well as other siblings and family
members, holiday parties, as well as
tickets to the theater and amusement
parks such as Great Adventure.

Air conditioners for children un-
dergoing chemotherapy; microwave
ovens and answering machines are
also provided to the families. Video
phones donated by AT&T enable
parents who are not readily available
to their hospitalized children to speak
to their youngsters and still feel as if
they are right at their side.

Referrals to ECF come from hospi-
tals and other families who are pres-
ently under the foundation�s care.
Mr. Hartman explained that if a child
from a specific church had cancer
and the church pulled together for
that family, it would continue to unite
for other families in need through
further volunteering and funding.

He concluded that, �The amount of
support from the community and

other support groups is overwhelm-
ing.�

Various organizations and
churches in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Westfield school dis-
tricts contribute to ECF through tire-
less volunteering and generous fund-
ing, according to Mr. Hartman.

The Evangel Church of Scotch
Plains, the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, Honeywell Corporation of
Westfield, the Women�s Club of
Fanwood, the Scotch Plains Baptist
Church, the Junior Women�s Club of
Scotch Plains and the Scotch Plains
Lions Club are just a few of the
compassionate philanthropists in the
immediate area.

Special plans are being developed
for an ECF Read-a-Thon to be
launched in school districts across
New Jersey. This project will rein-
force reading skills and provide chil-
dren with an early education about
philanthropy and volunteering in
their community, Mr. Hartman said.

The project involves children read-
ing as many books as possible, with
pledges from family and friends who
sponsor them. In turn, these pledges
assist the ECF in continuing their
mission to families in need.

Mr. Hartman stated, �We cannot
improve the quality of life (for a
child), but we can preserve the qual-
ity of life.�

Mr. Hartman concluded that the
benefit of being a part of the ECF is
being able to reach out to those around
him. His past experiences with not-
for-profit organizations could not
seem to compare, he said, with his
experiences at ECF.

Mabel Ginsberg, who coordinates
volunteer activities, stated that �be-
ing a part of the direct communica-
tion with the families� is the most
important aspect to her.

�It�s an amazing feeling,� she said.
Volunteering at the ECF is simply

one valuable facet of becoming in-
volved in this special organization.
Ms. Ginsberg helps provide prospec-
tive volunteers with a variety of ac-
tivities and responsibilities that can
make volunteering a rewarding ex-
perience.

She may be reached by calling
(908) 322-4323, Extension No. 20.

Emmanuel Cancer Foundation
Reaches Out to Area Families

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Local Residents Complete
3,200 Mile 48-Day Bike Trek

questioned his decision to go on
with the ride at all, thinking, �Am
I being prudent here?� Another
time, he said he thought, �I�ve got
to get out of here,� as fellow bikers
huddled together under a tarp in
the back of a truck trying to keep
warm and dry.

Cyclists were soaked and cold that
day, with a number of the group
falling victim to hypothermia and
shivering uncontrollably, unable to
keep warm. Trip directors, mem-
bers of Palotta Teamworks, hired
school buses to carry bikers down
the mountain to local school librar-
ies, where Red Cross volunteers dried
clothes and donated blankets.

Other bicyclists landed in the hos-
pital, but recovered.

The hearty group camped along
the �Big Ride� route in tents, sleep-
ing maybe six or seven hours a night.
They spent a total of eight �rest�
days off the trail in larger cities �
usually washing clothes.

Trucks loaded with food, luggage,
shower units and medical personnel
accompanied bikers throughout the
venture.

Mr. Sullivan particularly appreci-
ated the traveling bank of 25 laptop
computers that allowed bikers to
stay in touch with loved ones via
electronic mail. Reportedly, the unit
received 11,000 e-mail messages a
day for the riders.

Mr. Sullivan and his family �
who were counting the days in West-

field � coordinated a reunion in the
Black Hills of South Dakota.

�That type of support went a long
way,� he said.

Some participants were particu-
larly touched by the �Big Ride� be-
cause members of their family or
friends were victims of one kind of
lung disease or another. Mr. Sullivan
said he lost his mother to emphy-
sema and his father to lung cancer.
His 9-year-old son has asthma.

�Here was an opportunity to make
a difference,� Mr. Sullivan said about
the fundraising ride. �This was
something that was going to touch a
lot of people.�

Mr. Czarnomski said the adven-
turous group was made up of teach-
ers, students, and semi-retired indi-
viduals, among others, and those
who even quit jobs to take the �Big
Ride.�

He speculated that the group was
about 40 percent women and 60
percent men, with a majority of the
total being from either coast of the
United States. The average age of
the group was 42. The eldest mem-
ber was 72, the youngest, 17 (you
must be at least 17 years old to
enter).

�It�s a beautiful way to see the
country,� Mr. Sullivan said as he
reflected on the recent experience.
�There is a lot of the country that�s
not on the Interstate (highways.) I
was really honored to be a part of the
ride.�

GTE Big Ride Across America

Seattle, WA

Billings, MT

Madison, WI

Confluence, PA

Washington,
DC

June 15 - August 1, 1998

     American Lung Association

LONG RIDE...A cross-country bicycle trek this summer, from Seattle,
Washington, to Washington, D.C., raised over $6 million dollars for lung disease
research. Seven hundred riders spent 48 days on the road.

Works, and the Communication
Workers of America, which includes
non-union and non-management
employees.

One area the Town Council and
town administration has little con-
trol over is employee pensions. This
year�s budget includes $745,000
for police and fire personnel pen-
sions, and $48,000 for the other
bargaining units as part of the Pub-
lic Employees Retirement System
(PERS).

Pensions is another area which
has seen some steep declines and
inclines in costs. In 1996, the town
spent $395,000 on police and fire
pensions. In 1994, that number was
$700,000. At one point, the PERS
hit $146,000, according to Mr.
Gottko.

The pensions are administered
through the state�s Division of Pen-
sions. The state, thus, sets the amount
each town must include in their bud-
gets.

Mr. Gottko noted that a home
assessed at $100,000 this year will
pay $3,980. The tax bills increase to
$7,960 for a home assessed at
$200,000, and $11,940 for a resi-
dence assessed at $300,000.

An assessed value of a home in
Westfield, which last conducted a
reassessment of properties in 1986,
is roughly 60 percent of the esti-
mated market value. The last re-
evaluation of properties was con-
ducted in 1981.

Thus, a home assessed at $180,000
has a market value of $300,000.

Of the $71.5 million slated to be
collected by the town this year, $45.8
million will be turned over to the
Board of Education, $14.4 million
will go to support Union County
services, and $11.3 million will stay
with the town.

The town has included $1.8 mil-
lion in its budget for reserve for
uncollected taxes, anticipating the
town will be able to collect $69.7
million of the total amount.

If the town collects over this
amount, the remainder will go into
a surplus fund to be utilized in the
1999 budget. Westfield runs, on av-
erage, a surplus each year of $2
million � 90 percent of which is
appropriated in the following year�s
spending plan.

Westfield also has $5.5 million in
an account of funds generated
through the sale of town assets �
mostly town-owned land. The fund
has been built up mostly over the
past five years, Mr. Gottko stated.

In order to shave another penny
off the municipal tax rate, the Town
Council dipped into the account for
another $180,000, thus reducing the
account by a total of $540,000 this
year.

Another area where the town is
expecting to save money is on en-
ergy costs. Through an agreement
with NUSEI Energy Solutions, Inc.
under the Union County energy pro-
gram, the town is expected to save
$2,500 in the first year.

More importantly, however, he
said the agreement will begin a sta-
bilization of prices as the deregula-
tion of gas energy utilities gets un-
derway.

�We�re not going into this with
our eyes focusing on reduction. But
we are looking for better services at
more stable prices,� he explained.

As part of a state mandate, towns
were given four years � starting in
tax year 1991, to �spend down� any
funds they had invested for the local
system. With the town on a calendar
year and the school board on a fiscal
year, the town invests money for the
schools and pays the district as they
need the money.

At the time the program was ini-
tiated, Westfield had $20 million
invested from funds collected for
school taxes. The town was told to
reduce that figure by 25 percent
each year. The result was a 32-cent
drop in the municipal tax rate in
1991.

The council and Town Adminis-
trator at the time, Jack Malloy, real-
ized that by placing funds under
revenues without accompanying ap-
propriations, the tax rate would drop
substantially and then spike back to
the normal rate at the end of the
program.

Mr. Gottko said the town appro-
priated $19.7 million over the four
years on areas such as improve-
ments to the Municipal Building
and police headquarters, and the
town capital improvements plan.

The administrator said had the
town not spent this money, taxes in
Westfield would have skyrocketed
32 points in 1995.

Instead, the increases were more
gradual, with an 11-cent hike in
1992, an eight-cent increase in 1993,
and a two-cent increase in 1994.

Also, Westfield�s tax rate dropped
substantially in 1986, when the town
did its last reassessment of proper-
ties. The overall rate dropped 69
cents, with the municipal rate down
10 cents.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6
• James Lawson, 21, of Westfield

was arrested on South Avenue and
charged with receiving stolen property
in connection with the theft of a bicycle
in April from Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield. Lawson was held
in lieu of $500 bail.

• A resident of South Avenue, West,
reported that her bicycle valued at $120
was stolen from outside a South Avenue
convenience store.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7
• A Westfield resident reported he

was harassed after trying to break up an
argument between several juveniles.

• An employee of a Westfield eatery
reported that he was pushed and threat-
ened by a fellow worker. No complaints
have been filed in connection with the
incident, authorities said.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8
• Police reported that someone dam-

aged a 1996 Ford by scratching the
paint on the driver�s side and dumping
food items on the windshield.

• Police reported that someone broke
two glass panels on a Knollwood Ter-
race residence with a rock.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9
• Police reported that unidentified

persons scratched a vehicle owned by a
Baltimore computer company which was
parked on Trinity Place.

MONDAY, AUGUST 10
• A Knollwood Terrace resident re-

ported that someone threw a rock at the
front of his house. Authorities have
charged two boys, including an 11-year-
old from Westfield and a 10-year-old
from Pennington, with criminal mis-
chief in connection with both this inci-
dent and an earlier one which also oc-
curred on Knollwood Terrace.

Both youngsters were turned over to
the custody of their parents, authorities
confirmed.

• Police reported that a laptop com-
puter valued at $4,000 was stolen from
a South Avenue law firm.

• Three windows were shattered at
the Westlake School on Lamberts Mill
Road by unknown individuals who
threw rocks at the building.

• Two women were arrested in sepa-
rate incidents for allegedly shoplifting
merchandise at a North Avenue depart-
ment store, according to police.

Rosario Cornish, 41, of South
Plainfield was charged with shoplift-
ing approximately $171 worth of cloth-
ing, for which she was being held on
$275 bail. She was also wanted on a
no-bail warrant from the South
Plainfield Municipal Court, police re-
vealed.

Michelle Sarasti, 28, of Queens was
charged with shoplifting more than $625
worth of costume jewelry from the store,
for which bail was set at $275. She was
also wanted on a warrant out of the
North Plainfield Municipal Court, with
bail set at $500.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11
• Police received a report that a juve-

nile stole a pair of sneakers valued at
$74.90 from an East Broad Street cloth-
ing store.

• Edward Carey, 28, of Roselle was
arrested and charged with aggravated

assault at a Central Avenue eatery, ac-
cording to police, after he allegedly
struck a fellow employee in the head
with a blender during an altercation.

The victim, who sustained a head
injury, was transported to Rahway Hos-
pital, where he was treated and released.
Carey was released on $250 bail.

• Florencio Morales, 24, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with two counts
of assault on a police officer and with
resisting arrest, according to police, dur-
ing an investigation into a disturbance
at an East Broad Street restaurant.

Authorities asked the suspect, who
reportedly had been acting in a disor-
derly fashion in the restaurant, to step
outside. Morales, who allegedly began
flailing his arms at police as they searched
him for weapons, was finally subdued,
law enforcement officials said.

He was transported to the Union
County Jail, where he was being held on
$2,500 bail.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12
• Two 17-year-old Westfield youths

were charged at police headquarters with
criminal mischief for allegedly throw-
ing eggs from a passing car at a vehicle
in the 700 block of Clark Street, accord-
ing to police.

The suspects were released to the
custody of their parents, authorities said.

• A North Scotch Plains Avenue resi-
dent reported the theft of two bicycles
from her garage.

• A Central Avenue resident reported
that someone damaged the lock on her
car�s roof rack.

• A bicycle was reported stolen from
a rear yard on Everson Place.

• A bicycle valued at $500 was re-
ported stolen from a driveway in the 800
block of North Avenue, West.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13
• A resident of South Avenue re-

ported the theft of an American flag.
• The Humane Society of Newark

recovered a rare Asian deer which was
injured near Franklin Elementary School
on Prospect Street, according to police.
The animal was transported to the Pop-
corn Zoo in Forked River.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14
• A Saint Marks Avenue resident

reported the theft of a hammock.
• A bicycle belonging to a Westfield

resident and valued at $400 was re-
ported stolen from the north side train
station. Authorities said the lock on the
bicycle had been cut.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15
• Telesha M. Jackson, 18, of East

Orange was arrested and charged with
shoplifting $105 worth of clothing from
a North Avenue department store, au-
thorities said. She posted $275 bail and
was released.

• A Cumberland Street resident re-
ported that his college roommate, visit-
ing from Illinois, was missing. Police
learned on Monday that the roommate,
who had been in a hospital, was dis-
charged and had returned.

MONDAY, AUGUST 17
• A Stanmore Place resident reported

the theft of a $400 bicycle from the north
side train station lot, where it had been
chained to a rack. The lock and chain
were also removed.

AARP Announces
�55 Alive� Course
At Westfield �Y�

WESTFIELD � A �55 Alive� driver
refresher course sponsored by the
American Association of Retired Per-
sons (AARP), will be held on consecu-
tive Saturdays, September 12 and 19, at
the Westfield �Y,� 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

Upon completion of the two-day
course, students will receive a �Certifi-
cate of Completion,� which will entitle
them to a 5 percent discount on the
major portion of their automobile in-
surance premium for three years.

Also, they will receive a two-point
reduction from their Motor Vehicle
record, if applicable.

Membership in the AARP is not
required. Pre-registration is required.
The cost per participant is $8. To regis-
ter, please call the Westfield �Y� at
(908) 233-2700. Class size is limited.


