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MariaMariaMariaMariaMaria�s�s�s�s�s 381 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains

(908) 322-2322

Lunch & Dinner Specials � Open Sundays 4-9

Scotch Plains Best Kept Secret !

*Plus Tax Take-Out Only*Plus Tax Take-Out Only*Plus Tax Take-Out Only*Plus Tax Take-Out Only*Plus Tax Take-Out Only

Pizza Days
Sun-Wed

Large  Cheese Pie

 $6.95*

LeLeLeLeLet Us Cat Us Cat Us Cat Us Cat Us Cattttter Yer Yer Yer Yer Yourourourourour
HolidaHolidaHolidaHolidaHoliday Py Py Py Py Parties!!arties!!arties!!arties!!arties!!

� Daily Blackboard Specials
� All Homemade Pastas, Ravoilies, Lasagna

Galeria WestGaleria WestGaleria WestGaleria WestGaleria West
121 Central Ave121 Central Ave121 Central Ave121 Central Ave121 Central Ave
WestfieldWestfieldWestfieldWestfieldWestfield
908 301-9217908 301-9217908 301-9217908 301-9217908 301-9217

Grand Opening

Announcing the Opening of our New Westfield Store

Originals, Lithographs, Limited Editions
Vintage, Prints, Posters, Cards

Specializing in Frames & Custom Framing

Also Visit our Location at 666 5th Avenue, New York

OPENING SALE
10% Discount on All Ticketed Items

Now through December 31

Famous Smoked Ham
Hand Sliced

There Is A
DifferencePlace YPlace YPlace YPlace YPlace Your Orour Orour Orour Orour Orderderderderdersssss

FFFFFor the Holidaor the Holidaor the Holidaor the Holidaor the Holidayyyyys Now!s Now!s Now!s Now!s Now!

389 Park Avenue � Scotch Plains � (908) 322-7126
Holiday Hours: Tue., Dec 23, 7am-7pm � Wed., Dec 24, 7am-3pm

and for your Hanukkah Celebration
Fresh Brisket � Free Range Organic Chicken

� Turkey Gravy � Homemade Stuffing

� Au Jus Gravy for Prime Rib Roast

$4.99
/lb

Just

� Low Salt � Less Waste THAN THEIRS
� Less Fat THAN THEIRS

� Skinless & Shankless � Tender & Delicious

Once you try our ham, you�ll keep coming back for more!
Guaranteed Satisfaction!!

Other Outstanding Holiday Favorites:
� Prime Rib Roast (first cut) � Filet Mignon  � Homemade

Kielbasa � Fresh Turkeys, Capons, Ducks & Geese
� �Elegant� Crown Roast - Lamb or Pork

Letters to the EditorLong Term Planning For Facilities
Should Be More Closely Examined
Along With Administrative Costs

With the current high interest in local
school finance, some fundamental ques-
tions arise concerning long-term plan-
ning for school facilities.

In February 1997, the Westfield Board
of Education voted to spend $2.1 mil-
lion to upgrade and renovate the Elm
Street administration building.

Then began a 21-month effort to re-
quest that administrative facilities be
consolidated and that public funding be
spent instead at the classroom level
rather than on a building with no stu-
dents. Solutions were found for a num-
ber of concerns that the board stated for
moving the administrative facility.

In a series of letters and public state-
ments before the board, it was brought
out that the town 1981 tax assessment
of $1,541,000 would indicate a current
market value of $2,569,000 today and
that a prudent decision would be to
determine the actual market value by
putting the building up for bid at public
auction.

If the result is good, and the excellent
location would indicate a favorable re-
sponse, the administration could be
moved to the Lincoln School and the
district�s two surplus buildings could
be reduced. The renovation of the struc-
turally sound property in an excellent
location could be undertaken by private
funds resulting in a significant new
ratable.

This makes particular sense at a time
when Westfield�s students are in classes
in portable classrooms in three loca-
tions. Portable classrooms have been in
use at Westfield High School for three
decades. Lincoln School is already ret-
rofitted for the handicapped.

Some examples of school districts in
Union County of school administration
facilities simply sharing space within
school buildings are: Cranford, Summit,
Berkeley Heights and New Providence.
Union Township facilities are in the mu-
nicipal building. The Roselle facility at
710 Locust Street is a modest one.

The examples of 515 Trinity Place in
Westfield and Cleveland Plaza in
Cranford were brought up. Both for-
merly derelict school buildings, the
former has a total assessed valuation of
$4,919,000 with an annual tax revenue
of $192,824 and the latter a net taxable
value of $2,548,700 and an annual tax
revenue of $83,158.

The Elm Street building �as is� would
bring a revenue of $61,347 per year.
This would offset the loss of the ratable
at Lamberts Mill Road, the former Com-
merce Clearing House, of $45,515 per
year when Union County, after being
notified by Berkeley Heights that they
needed their leased building back,
moved the county facilities to Westfield.

The lease of Lincoln School by Union
County expired on June 30. A market
test of the Elm Street building could
certainly have been done. The law re-
garding the sale of school property is

clear and uncomplicated.
The school board can reserve the

right to set minimum bids and to reject
any and all bids. Yet the plea to accept
the 1981 town assessment of $1,541,000
was rejected and yet another appraisal,
in addition to the $1,444,980 appraisal
in 1996, was undertaken in September.

In October, the new appraisal came in
at $1,600,000. Both appraisals are far
too modest considering current market
conditions and the location and zoning
of the property. Funds from the sale of
this property would be more than suffi-
cient for upgrades at Lincoln School
and other school buildings in the dis-
trict.

At the October 6 board meeting, ev-
erything seemed to be in place on the
agenda. The appraisal was in; the new
lease for Lincoln School for one year
was listed under Finance for approval
and the bids for an elevator at the Elm
Street building were $509,000. to
$661,000. ($500,000 is the total amount
in the current budget for the building.)

Yet, a board member complained of
�going in circles� (while everyone else
was highly focused) and at the sugges-
tion of a second board member, amended
the lease term from one year to three
years, slamming shut the window of
even exploring the opportunity to con-
solidate administrative facilities and
reduce administrative costs.

At the November 10 meeting, the
school board voted to spend $404,000
for an elevator in spite of pleas made not
to begin spending for capital improve-
ments in a structurally sound but aging
building because of hidden costs and,
more importantly, the draining of edu-
cational funds for a building in which
there will never be students.

It was interesting to note that the
concept of consolidating administrative
facilities is all compatible with the in-
dependent conclusions of the Strategic
Planning Committee.

The March 23 Comparative Spending
Guide for the New Jersey Department of
Education ranks Westfield with compa-
rable districts in the state No. 17 in total
spending per pupil ($8,675); No. 23 in
classroom expenditures ($5,211); No. 30
in supplies ($195); and No. 11 in admin-
istrative expenditures ($1, 242).

Local funding is 88 percent of budget
and 6 percent is from state aid.

We came to this situation by a series
of incremental decisions by default. Now
we may still have an opportunity to
inject some real strategy in facilities
planning.

What will be our situation in 5 to 10
years? What assurances do we have that
future unanticipated educational needs
can be met if we are so burdened and
encumbered by administrative costs
which are now approaching 25 percent
of our budget?

Joanne Hone
Westfield

Increase in Parking Fees Does Not
Consider Needs of Town Commuters

The call by the Town Council for an
increase in the railroad parking fees is
totally without merit and exorbitant.

It is obvious that the Town Council
and the Mayor have no idea of the
impact this will have on the working
class of Westfield commuters or the
impact on their political futures.

Not one of the council members in-
cluding the Mayor gave a logical rea-
son for the fee increase. One council
member actually had the nerve to say
the increase would be a method of
reducing the waiting list for a parking
permit.

It is especially comforting to know
that politicians can be so aloof to the
every day worker�s cost of living. Sim-
ply double the price and maybe people
won�t want to park there!

One council member said that the
fees were not in line with surrounding
towns. The member didn�t give the fee
structures for other towns.

Westfield is basically a �commuters
town.� The commuting populace of
Westfield is vital to the business and
economy of the town. Businesses are
supported by commuters that park in
the town train lots.

Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
A. Goldman was the only council mem-
ber that offered some semblance of
conscious by suggesting a gradual in-
crease of 30 percent over three years.
What has provoked the need for a 100
percent increase to be effective in one
month�s time?

Since the initial quest for doubling
the fee, the council has reduced the
increase to 50 percent. This, in itself,
proves that this is just a political scheme
to raise money from an unsuspecting
source.

Within weeks of the election, the
announcement for the increase is made
four business days prior to a vote on the
matter.

The cost of living doesn�t go up 100
percent or 50 percent per year. Cer-
tainly, wages don�t mirror 100 percent
or 50 percent increases a year. Spread
out over five or 10 years, the increase
still is not in line.

The parking problem is not going to
go away by throwing more money into
the kitty. What Westfield needs are
�business people� that are innovative
and thoughtful planning a solution, not
politicians.

A �crackdown� on who gets parking
permits is first required. Arrange for
New Jersey Transit Bus Service to pick
up New York commuters at alternative

locations wherein parking is more
readily available, freeing up some park-
ing spaces. Alternative parking needs
to be arranged whether it is a parking
garage, jitney service or otherwise.

As most commuters can recall, the
town did little to upkeep the parking
facilities during the snow storms. Piles
of snow blocked many spaces for weeks
before it was removed. Solicitors daily
scatter fliers on cars which end up on
the ground. Car thefts and break-ins
are common.

The original fee increase of 100 per-
cent raises the daily fee to $2, which is
still not bad, but the methods and prac-
tices of the Town Council and Mayor
on the parking issue appear typical of
the �old boy� attitude of Westfield
government.

This time when re-election does come
again for the individuals on the council
and the Mayor, Westfield commuters
will be reminded of the actions being
implemented one month after the last
election.

Does it bring back another name
from the past, Jim Florio?

Bob Bartsch
Westfield

School to Work Initiative Threatens
Lives and Education of Our Children

The School to Work Initiative (STW)
is the hot issue in New Jersey these days
and has created a ground swell of oppo-
sition from a broad range of citizens.

At the December 2 meeting of the
Holmdel Board of Education, over 200
concerned people from all over the state
witnessed that board�s adoption of a
resolution opposing the compulsory
STW Initiative associated tests and
graduation requirements proposed for
all children by the state Department of
Education.

They also came to hear Charles Riley,
President of the New Jersey School
Boards Association, present that group�s
opposition to this mandate.

Holmdel has been keeping its citi-
zens apprised of the situation. It is re-
grettable that similar solidarity against
such an intrusion by Trenton into the
local domain is not to be seen within our
board.

Early last month, a few concerned
parents from our area organized a pub-
lic meeting for parents/taxpayers so that
they might know about this direct threat
to the basic freedom we all believe we
have as parents to help our children
choose their own career paths.

This meeting was well attended also,
however, mostly by people from Scotch
Plains and Fanwood because those com-
munities enjoy a board of education
and/or an administration that realize
their responsibility to inform the pub-
lic.

The only Westfield board member
present at this meeting spoke before the
panelists, to inform the public that the
board had nothing to do with organizing
the meeting, as if proud of the fact that
they were missing the opportunity. She
asked us to become and remain in-
formed, but gave no practical means by

which to do so.
Most of the panelists had useful in-

formation or insights and provided lit-
erature that listed resources to use to
increase awareness. One speaker was
from the teachers union while another
attended the Governor�s Summit as a
member of the press when this Initiative
first began to gain momentum.

Opposition to this Initiative is broad-
based, non-partisan and suffers only
from a lack of public awareness. I am
pleased to learn of Assembly Resolu-
tion 146 by Assemblyman Scott Garrett
(Sussex County), which seeks to elimi-
nate the School to Work language in the
currently proposed amendments to our
state�s education code.

The resolution calls attention to the
fact that these amendments have been
crafted outside the normal legislative
process which put our current education
code in place.

I urge all who know anything about
this initiative to support AR146 by call-
ing their assemblymen. Those who know
nothing about School to Work can get
information from several websites:

Proposed Ed. Code: www.state.nj.us/
njded/proposed/standards/stass2.htm;
State School to Work office:
www.state.nj.us/njded/voc/index.html;
Workforce Implementation Plan:
www.usworkforce.org/implemen.htm.

If you have no access to the Internet,
send a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope-with two stamps (to save time) to
S.O.S. Network, P.O. Box 547, Holmdel,
07733-0547.

Every effort should be made by all of
us to assure that this threat to our chil-
dren and their educational rights is
averted.

Betty LaRosa
Westfield

Passing School Bond Will Be In Best
Interest of Community, Taxpayers

I�d very much like to see the $11.7
million Westfield Schools bond issue
passed on December 15. I think it is in
the best interest of our children and our
community.

Please keep in mind there are two
things in life you cannot avoid � death
and taxes.

I�m a firm believer in the effects of an
education on one�s life; a good education
simply doesn�t come cheap.

We all agree that continued excel-
lence in our public school system is
important.

I would hope that thinking voters of
Westfield will support this bond pro-
posal wholeheartedly.

We must keep faith in our Board of

Education members and the Super-
intendent of Schools � and that they
are working in the very best interest
of taxpayers and students.

I�ve lived in Westfield for nearly
50 years, and I urge everyone to
support the bond issue.

Arthur C. Fried
Westfield

BECOME A
FRIEND OF

The Westfield
Memorial
Library
654-4375

More Letters
On Page 18

All sales items are cash & carry only. No other discounts or gift wrapping apply. Offer is valid while supplies last. Prices do not included NJ sales tax. Not responsible for typographical errors.
* Coupons may not be used on any specially priced products or sale items (such as the specials listed in this advertisement)
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Fine WFine WFine WFine WFine Wines & Spines & Spines & Spines & Spines & Spiritsiritsiritsiritsirits

Do You Love A Fine Wine?
 Park Beverage has the most elegant selection of wonderfully rare and exquisitely
unique wines in the area. If you are a host looking for the perfect wine to impress
your guests, someone searching for the perfect holiday gift or simply looking to
add another split to your wine cellar, you owe yourself a trip to Park Beverage.

Here is a sampling of our extensive collection. To introduce you to our selection of fine wines we are offering these unique
vintages to readers of The Westfield Leader and the Times for these special prices. Just mention this ad at time of purchase.

 All wines were in stock at time of printing, but supplies are very limited and once they are gone so is this fantastic offer.

PLUS Hundreds of Other Items!

We specialize in Special Orders!

1010101010%%%%% Off Off Off Off Off

Holiday Special

6 Bottles from our6 Bottles from our6 Bottles from our6 Bottles from our6 Bottles from our
Fine Wine SelectionFine Wine SelectionFine Wine SelectionFine Wine SelectionFine Wine Selection

1515151515%%%%% Off Off Off Off Off

Holiday Special

12 Bottles from our12 Bottles from our12 Bottles from our12 Bottles from our12 Bottles from our
Fine Wine SelectionFine Wine SelectionFine Wine SelectionFine Wine SelectionFine Wine Selection

2020202020%%%%% Off Off Off Off Off

Holiday Special

Full Case from ourFull Case from ourFull Case from ourFull Case from ourFull Case from our
Fine Wine SelectionFine Wine SelectionFine Wine SelectionFine Wine SelectionFine Wine Selection

1995-Antinori Tignanello Super Tuscan............... $49.99
1995-Chateau Beychevelle St. Julien Bordeaux ..$49.99
1997-Matanzas Creek Sauvignon Blanc ............... $15.99
1997-Cakebread Sauvignon Blanc ........................$15.99
1997-Frog's Leap Sauvignon Blanc ......................$14.99
1996-Frog's Leap Chardonnay ..............................$22.99
1996-Cakebread Chardonnay ................................ $24.99
1995-Sonoma Cutrer ‘The Cutrer’ Chardonnay.$24.99
1996-Ferrari Carano Chardonnay ........................$20.99
1996-Stag's Leap Winery Chardonnay ................ $20.99
1995-Opus One Meritage ....................................... $79.99
1995-Reverie Cabernet Franc ................................$23.99

1995-Stone Street Legacy Meritage ......................$42.99
1996-Liberty School Cabernet Sauvignon ........... $12.99
’95-BV Georges De Latour Cabernet Sauvignon $44.99
’94-Silver Oaks Alexander Valley Cabernet Sauvignon $44.99
’94-Beringer Private Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon $62.99
’96-Stag's Leap Winery Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon$26.99
’95-Stag's Leap Winery Cask 23 Cabernet Sauvignon $99.99
’94-Stag's Leap Winery Fay Cabernet Sauvignon $54.99
1994-Jordan Cabernet Sauvignon .........................$33.99
’93-Robert Mondavi Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve$44.99
1995-Frog’s Leap Merlot ........................................$24.99
1994-Warres Vintage Port ......................................$39.99

All sales items are cash & carry only. No other discounts or gift wrapping apply. Offer is valid while supplies last. Prices do not included NJ sales tax. Not responsible for typographical errors.
* 12 Bottle Minimum. Mix & Match Discount does not apply  to sale items.
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PLUS Hundreds of Other Items!
Prices Effective December 10 thru December 24
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WINES 750ML

Edna Valley Chardonnay .......................... $12.99
Top Quality Full Bodied Chardonnay At A Great Price

Beringer White Zinfandel ........................... $4.99
America's Best Selling White Zinfandel

La Crema Chardonnay ............................. $12.99
Subtle Vanilla And Toasty Oak Flavors

Taft Street Chardonnay .............................. $7.99
Full Bodied And Solid Flavor At A Great Price

Terreno Chianti Classico ......................... $13.99
Every Bit As Good As Top Dollar Chianti Classico At Double It's Price

Faustin V Red Rioja .................................... $9.99
Medium Bodied Well Integrated Tannins Ripe Fruit

Beringer Gamay Beaujolais Nouveau ...... $6.99
Celebrate The Harvest With This Light Wine

Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio ................ $15.99
Your Favorite Pinot Grigio At A Great Price

Christian Moueix Merlot ............................. $7.99
Typical Bordelaise Style Of Merlot Mellow Fruit & Earthy Fragrance

Fetzer Sundial Chardonnay ....................... $6.99
Apple Citrus Fruit And Subtle Oak Spice

Kendall Jackson Chardonnay.................. $10.99
America's Favorite

Zabaco Pinot Noir ....................................... $6.99
Russian River Pinot At This Price? Can't Be Beat!

La Crema Pinot Noir ................................. $12.99
Hints Of Nutmeg & Spice Accenting True Berry Flavors

Poppy Hill Cabernet Sauvignon ................ $6.99
Light And Ready To Drink

Cecchi Chianti Classico ............................. $9.99
Nice Dry Red To Serve With Hearty Pasta Dishes

Taft Street Chardonnay .............................. $7.99
Nice Oak At A Great Price

Beringer Founders Reserve Merlot .......... $8.99
Nice Fruity California Merlot With Lots Of Flavor

Raymond Amber Hill Cabernet Sauvignon $9.99
Nice Value Cabernet, Full Bodied And Elegant

Louis Martini 1994 Cabernet Sauvignon $23.99
Rich Full Bodied And Ageable

Navarro Correas Chardonnay .................... $9.99
From Argentina, You Can't Get Chard. This Good At This Price

MISC. WINES
Concha Y Toro 1.5 Liter .............................. $7.99
All Types Blends

B&G Vin De Pays D'Oc 1.5 Liter ................ $9.99
Cabernet/Chardonnay/Merlot

Sebastiani Heritage 1.5 Liters ................. $10.99
Cabenet/Chard/Merlot/Pinot Noir

Gallo 3 Liter Jug Wine ................................ $6.99
Selected Types

Carlo Rossi 4 Liter Jug Wine ..................... $7.99
Selected Types

Peter Vella 5 Liter Bag In A Box ................ $7.99
Selected Types

CHAMPAGNE
Korbel Brut Or Extra Dry 750 ml ............... $9.99
California Sparkling Wine

Moet & Chandon White Star 750 ml ........ $24.99
The Makers Of Dom Perignon

Louis Roederer Brut Premier 750 ml ...... $28.99
The Makers Of Cristal

BEERS
Budweiser Regular ................................... $14.99
30 Pack 12 OZ. Cans

Bud Light/Bud Ice/Bud Ice Lt. ................. $12.99
30 Pack 12 OZ. Cans

Coors Regular/Light ................................. $12.99
24 Pack 12 OZ. Cans

Miller Beer/Lite/Lite Ice/GD/GDL............. $12.99
30Pack 12 OZ. Cans

Natural Light/Natural Ice ............................ $7.99
24 Pack 12 OZ. Cans

LIQUORS
Leeds Vodka ................................................ $9.99
1.75 Liter

Wolfschmidt Vodka ................................... $11.99
1.75 Liter

Absolut Vodka ........................................... $24.99
1.75 Liter

Gilbey's Gin ............................................... $12.99
1.75 Liter

Seagram's 7 Crown ................................... $14.99
1.75 Liter


