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Happy Hanukkah

Fanwood Action Groups Present Proposals
For Strengthening Borough by Year 2000

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Representatives of four action
groups organized through the
Fanwood Community Assessment
Committee presented a series of pro-
posals to the Borough Council last
week for guiding the municipality
into the 21st century.

About 40 people were in the audi-
ence for the discussion, which took
place at the top of the council�s De-
cember 2 agenda meeting. Many of
those in attendance served on the
volunteer groups, which had met once
or twice a week for seven weeks

beginning October 5 to hammer out
their ideas.

Kathy Weiner, who has acted as
consultant to the committee since its
inception, described the formal pre-
sentations last week as the culmina-
tion of more than three years work by
nearly 150 Fanwood residents. She
described the collective efforts of those
involved as a �testament to the civic
strength of this community.�

The action groups, which included
35 new and longtime residents, had
been charged with developing im-
provement strategies in specific ar-
eas deemed pivotal to the future of

Fanwood, including long-range plan-
ning, volunteerism, communication
and the downtown.

A written handout from the As-
sessment Committee which accom-
panied the oral presentations last
week offered a description of all the
proposals, as well as the estimated
dollar value, cost to the borough, and
anticipated funding source for each.

Officials, who are scheduled to
begin development of the 1999 mu-
nicipal budget next month, are now
scheduled to review the various rec-
ommendations from the four groups.

Donna Dolce, spokeswoman for
the Long Range Planning Action
Group, said she and her colleagues
have proposed the establishment of a
Long Range Planning Committee
within the next two months.

The goal of the committee, accord-
ing to the action group�s mission
statement, would be to adopt �a roll-
ing three- to six-year plan� which
would set the direction for Fanwood�s
development into the first years of
the new millennium.

The action group has recommended
the hiring of a professional commu-
nity planner whose services, mem-
bers anticipate, would be partially
funded through a Community Devel-
opment Block Grant.

According to a time line included
in the written overview, the group
expects to create a job description for
the planner and begin the selection
process between March and August
of next year. The candidate would
then be recommended to the council
for its approval next September.

Action group members hope to see
the three- to six-year plan developed
between October of 1999 and September
of 2000, after which it would be pre-
sented for approval by the governing
body.

Former Fanwood Councilman and
Assessment Committee Chairman David
Pickering, who spoke on behalf of the
Volunteer Action Group, outlined a pro-
posal for a �Kids as Volunteers Summit�
planned for March.

The summit, he explained, would al-
low Fanwood and Scotch Plains officials
to network with individuals in the two

Township Council Calls for Action to End
Problems at Dance Club Following Murder

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil vowed this week to crack down on
problems associated with Club
Malibu in the wake of a murder which
occurred in the parking lot of the
Terrill Road dance establishment just
after midnight on November 27.

Nineteen-year-old Trishawn M.
Moody, a New Brunswick resident,
was fatally shot while waiting on line
to be admitted to the popular club.
Another man, also 19, was found
critically wounded a short distance
away with a gunshot to the upper
body, authorities confirmed.

Karwin Brown, 19, of Somerset
was arrested at his home early De-

cember 1 and charged with first-
degree murder in Mr. Moody�s kill-
ing. Investigators believe the crime
may have been an act of retaliation
for an incident in September in which
Mr. Moody allegedly stabbed Brown.

While authorities have described
the shooting as the result of a chance
encounter between the victim and his
alleged killer, township officials ar-
gued that the murder is just the latest
trouble to occur at the club within the
past several years.

�This is not the first episode of
violent activity at this establishment,�
Deputy Mayor William F. McClintock
said in a statement issued by the

governing body last Thursday.
�This past August, a brawl erupted

in the parking lot, causing the arrest
of five patrons. Police from surround-
ing towns had to be called in to bring
the crowd under control,� he added.
No weapons were involved in that
incident, authorities said at the time.

Deputy Mayor McClintock went
on to say that another parking lot
fight took place in 1996, which in-
volved 30 to 50 patrons and resulted
in significant injuries.

In the same statement, Mayor Joan
Papen remarked that, �In addition to
the violence, the establishment has
recently been cited and fined for fire

code violations involving maximum
occupancy provisions and fire lane
infractions.�

Mr. Lipstein, Mr. Lippman to Assume Posts

Dems Tap Mr. Baron;
Mr. DiFrancesco Out

The new Democratic majority on
the Scotch Plains Township Council
named three major appointments in
municipal government for next year,
one of them replacing Republican
State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco with attorney Andrew
Baron as Township Attorney.

Mr. DiFrancesco has served as
Township Attorney for 16 years and
is currently in his fourth term as State
Senate President.

The council appointments come a
month after Democrats swept their
Republican opponents in the Novem-
ber 3 election to take a 3-2 majority
on the governing body on New Year�s
Day.

Senator DiFrancesco said he did
not seek reappointment for the
attorney�s slot. �I wish them luck,�
he said about the new appointees,
adding �I�m available if they need

anything.�
Reportedly, the Township

Attorney�s job paid about $32,000 in
recent years, with additional billing
at $115 per hour.

The newly appointed Township
Attorney, Mr. Baron, served in former
Democratic United States Senator
Bill Bradley�s office and was himself
a former state Assembly candidate
last year.

Kenneth Lipstein was named
Township Prosecutor, replacing
Michael J. Mitzner. Mr. Lipstein
was a Township Council candidate
two years ago. He and his
runningmate, Barbara Schwartz, lost
to current Republican Councilmen
Dr. Martin Marks and William F.
McClintock, Jr.

David Lippman, who worked on
the Democratic council campaign this

Proposed Pocket Park  Location
Eyed for Light Recreational Use
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Pocket Park Committee ap-
pointed earlier this year by the
Fanwood Borough Council drafted a
preliminary plan Monday night for
the Watson Road site which has been
the focus of a controversy among
officials and residents since the
spring.

After the two-and-a half-hour ses-
sion, the committee, headed by Coun-
cilwoman Karen M. Schurtz, decided
it was not yet prepared to present
formal recommendations to the full
council at a meeting scheduled for
Monday, December 28, as Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly had requested.

Instead, pending completion of new
plans and cost estimates, the council
will receive a tentative proposal which
envisions the site as being less of a
passive park � as had been origi-
nally planned � and more of a place
where residents can go �if you want
to throw a ball around or kick a ball
around or let the kids run around,� as
Mrs. Schurtz explained.

The proposed park, planned for
slightly less than an acre of land,
would include 17 parking spaces and
an open grassy area measuring about
75 feet by 130 feet. This area would
be bordered by a lighted walking
path, six to eight feet wide, and
complemented by benches and some
simple off-track exercise equipment.

The entire property will be ser-
viced by a sprinkler system. Officials
also anticipate that fencing, along
with natural, low-maintenance land-
scaping, will surround its perimeter.

The park is being funded through
a $125,000 grant awarded by Union
County through its one-year Project
Pocket Park Program, which the bor-
ough will match with $25,000 in
cash and $100,000 in in-kind ser-
vices from Fanwood.

The site, which formerly housed
the borough�s administrative offices
and fire company headquarters, has
been vacant for more than a decade
and the subject of controversy for
nearly as long.

Over the years, various uses for the
site had been proposed, among them
senior citizen housing, subdivision
and commuter parking, but none drew
sufficient support from the commu-
nity. The property has since become
littered with debris and is considered
by some to be an �eyesore� in the
borough.

Some residents have urged that the

grant be used to continue improve-
ments at LaGrande and Forest Road
Parks, but Mrs. Schurtz pointed out
that Fanwood�s grant application with
the county had stated that the money
would be used for the Watson Road
site.

If there were any funds remaining
after completion of the pocket park,
she said, perhaps they could be ear-
marked for the other two parks.

The committee said it was looking
to come up with a simplified plan for
the site that would cut down mainte-
nance costs while giving residents a
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Joanna Marsh for The Times

WHERE�S THE SLEIGH�Visitors took hay rides last Sunday through Scotch
Plains during the afternoon of Old Fashioned Holiday Fun last Sunday, since
Santa�s sleigh and eight reindeer were nowhere in sight. Takers waited 45
minutes for a turn around Towne Centre.

Joanna Marsh for The Times

SANTA CLAUS COMES TO TOWN�An estimated 500 children waited in line
to whisper in Santa�s ear last Sunday at the Scotch Plains Village Green gazebo
during an afternoon of �Old Fashioned Holiday Fun� and warm weather. The
event was attended by over 3,000 people and was sponsored by the township and
Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Township Bd. Nixes Condos in 6-3 Vote;
�Public Safety� Concerns Cited as Factor

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

A proposal for 116 townhouses on
7.7 acres of land at Meadow and
Union Streets in the township �
which included low- to moderate-
income housing units � was re-
jected by the Scotch Plains Planning
Board Monday in a 6-3 vote.

The board�s decision was rendered
after nearly two years of testimony
heard in the case.

�I am obviously pleased with the
results,� Mayor-designee and Coun-
cilwoman-elect Geri Samuel said fol-
lowing the board�s rejection of the
development bid.

During her recent successful cam-
paign for council, Mrs. Samuel and
her running mates called the pro-
posed condominiums �a wrong idea�
and proposed the township buy the
property for �open space.�

In voting down the high-density
housing scheme, Planning Board
members cited fear for �public safety,�
describing the site as a �flood plain�
with inadequate road access.

An attorney representing devel-
oper K. Hovnanian, said he did not
know what action, if any, would be
taken next by either his client or the
Donato family, which owns the prop-
erty, after the plan was shot down.

Hovnanian is reported to be the
10th largest developer in the nation
and the third largest in the state.

Frances Donato, who owns the
property with her sister-in-law,
Angeline, reacted to the board�s vote
by saying, �I�m disappointed. I want
to get out of there. I�m 83 years old.
And I�ve lived there since 1939 with-
out any problems.�

Purchase of the property by
Hovnanian, for an undisclosed
amount, was evidently predicated on
Planning Board approval of several
variances which were needed in or-
der for the developer to build the
complex that was to be known as

�The Reserve.�
Voting to approve townhouses for

the site were Township Mayor Joan
Papen, who sits on the Planning
Board; Planning Board Chairman
George Tomkin, and board alternate
Steve Prato.

Mayor Papen claimed the proposed
complex was an important part of
satisfying the township�s requirement
for affordable housing under state
law. Sixteen units at �The Reserve�
were earmarked for low- to moder-
ate-income housing, according to the
application.

The Donato property is one of four

Fanwood to Present
Holiday Festivities

By SONIA V. OWCHARIW
Specially Written for the Times

The Borough of Fanwood will ring
in the holiday season Sunday with an
afternoon of holiday fare for the en-
tire family between 2 and 5 p.m.

Among the planned festivities are
a tree decorating event, the arrival
of Santa Claus at the Fanwood Train
Station Community House, �Rein-
deer Rides� and a Choir Sing-a-
Long.

The celebration will culminate
with the traditional tree-lighting cer-
emony at 5 p.m.

Tree decorating will take place in

Fanwood�s downtown along Martine
and South Avenues from 2 to 3 p.m.
A choir will provide musical enter-
tainment, featuring favorite seasonal
songs.

From 3 to 5 p.m., Santa Claus will
greet children and listen to their
holiday wishes. After visiting with
Santa, there will be complimentary
�reindeer� rides for the children.

Refreshments of hot cider and
sweets will also be available on the
north side of the train station.

The borough�s holiday celebration
has been organized by the Fanwood
Recreation Commission.

Officials Hear Residents� Input
Concerning Service by Comcast
By SONIA V. OWCHARIW

Specially Written for The Times

Members of the Scotch Plains
Township Council responded to con-
cerns and telephone calls from resi-
dents during a special public hearing
Tuesday regarding Comcast as a cable
system provider.

During the hearing, broadcast live
on TV-34, officials discussed quality
of service offered by Comcast, in-
cluding reception, based on input

from subscribers.
Questions were answered during

discussions on the upcoming renewal
of the franchise cable contract. Par-
ticipating in the discussion were
Comcast representatives, along with
the Scotch Plains Cable Committee
and residents.

Currently, independently installed
satellites in Scotch Plains present
Comcast with some competition, and
a dilemma, according to Buck Dobb,

Vice President and General Manager
of Comcast, located in Union.

According to the �Cable Franchise
Ascertainment Report,� satellite ser-
vice costs customers $29.95 monthly,
whereas Comcast cable service runs
approximately $31, not including
additional or special packages.

�My vision is about customer ser-
vice and quality programming,� re-
marked Mr. Dobb.

However, one caller who tele-
phoned in during the live broadcast
felt differently about Comcast. Diane
Schweizer of Glenside Avenue felt
the quality of reception had deterio-
rated. She also claimed she was not
given courteous customer service
when an RTK installer, who was
hired as an independent contractor
by Comcast, came to her house.

Another caller, Peggy Hill of South
Avenue, complained about how her
Comcast bill had increased even
though she had not added any other
service. No services were added to
Ms. Hill�s existing account with
Comcast.

Mr. Dobbs assured all callers that
he would personally address their
problems with Comcast.

Concerns were also presented from
those in attendance at the meeting.
John Hartman, a resident, urged the
cable committee to �explore other

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Open Sundays During December 11 to 4

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Kiwanis Club will be
distributing the luminaries at the Fanwood Municipal

Garage (by RR station) from 9 AM to 3 PM on:

NOTE:
We encourage all to participate in the DECA�s TOYS for
TOTS and FOOD for the NEEDY. You can drop items off
when you pick up your luminaries.

Dec.  12thDec.  12thDec.  12thDec.  12thDec.  12th
Dec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24thDec.  19th, 20th & 24th

Special Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time onSpecial Sale Time on
December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.

The luminaria kit costs 35¢ per unit.
This includes the candle, bag and sand.
(Please bring a container for the sand.)

Luminaria SaleLuminaria SaleLuminaria SaleLuminaria SaleLuminaria Sale

5% Off Any Dinner Seating
5:00 - 6:00pm, Monday thru Friday

By Dining &By Dining &By Dining &By Dining &By Dining &
EntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainment

✰✰✰✰

Now Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pmNow Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pmNow Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pmNow Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pmNow Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pm

Available for Private Parties

Now Taking Reservations for
New Year�s Eve

2 Seatings � 5:00-7:30 & 7:30-10

New Year�s Eve Excluded

We will be closing at 10pm

Mediterranean Cuisine

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Action Groups
Present Proposals for 2000

communities who are involved with
children, such as school and Parent-
Teacher Association representatives,
and scout leaders.

Mr. Pickering said participants
would learn about volunteer oppor-
tunities for youth, such as intern-
ships with Fanwood�s Channel 35;
areas of interest to youngsters, and
the requirements and challenges in-
volved in the various projects.

The action group has also proposed
a Volunteer Job Fair for April at the
Fanwood Train Station, during which
members of the public would be able
to speak to representatives of local
boards and commissions about volun-
teer opportunities in the borough.

Other ideas put forth by the group
include a quarterly open house event
particularly geared toward new
Fanwood residents; an annual Rec-
ognition Program to honor all volun-
teers, including children, who have
made a contribution that year, and
the formation of a standing Commu-
nications/Volunteer Committee, com-
prised of members of the two existing
action groups.

Linda Caminiti presented propos-
als from the Communications Ac-
tion Group, the goal of which is to
�improve communications between
various public agencies, groups and
individuals interested in Fanwood.�

This would be accomplished, ac-
cording to the group�s mission state-
ment, by �coordinating, integrating
and improving the various assets
available, and some yet unavailable,
in order to effectively gather, publish
and disseminate information in a
timely manner.�

Among the action group�s propos-
als for enhancing channels of com-
munication within the borough are
the creation and maintenance of an
Internet web site exclusively for
Fanwood, along with a newsletter from
the Mayor and council which would
be mailed out three times a year.

Other concepts include a �how-to-
do� media kit, which has already
been developed at no cost to the bor-
ough, that offers guidelines to bor-
ough officials, agencies, commissions
and others for preparing news re-
leases for the various media.

In addition, the group has pro-
posed that more resources be directed
to Channel 35. According to the
group�s written statement, all local
access television stations in neigh-
boring communities �are better
equipped and have larger operating
budgets� than the Fanwood channel.

�We need more equipment and
more trained personnel to improve
the programming range and program-
ming quality of Channel 35,� the
group maintained in its statement.

Also planned is a survey to be

conducted by members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA,
an association of marketing students,
which will gauge the opinions of
Fanwood residents on issues related
to communications and the down-
town. This project would also be
done at no charge to the borough.

Jim Lamca, reporting for the Down-
town Action Group, said group mem-
bers have unified with the Fanwood
Downtown Revitalization Commit-
tee (FDRC) in continuing efforts to
rejuvenate the borough�s business
district.

He said plans are already under-
way for creation of a Fanwood Busi-
ness and Professional Association.
The action group has prepared a mis-
sion statement, as well as short- and
long-term objectives for the associa-
tion, it was revealed in the Assess-
ment Committee�s document.

Among the projects being eyed for
the coming year are improvements to
borough property behind stores along
Martine Avenue.

According to the Assessment
Committee�s written overview, a
$25,000 economic development grant
was obtained through the efforts of
Councilman William E. Populus, Jr.
for the pending project, and a de-
tailed sketch of the work has been
completed by Borough Engineer Ri-
chard Marsden.

The Downtown Action Group
hopes to see the rear property im-
provements realized in tandem with
two other projects, including the
milling and resurfacing of the park-
ing area behind the Martine Avenue
stores, and the installation of new
lighting fixtures in the area.

The Assessment Committee report
indicated that $50,000 has already
been allocated for the milling and re-
surfacing project, and an additional
$20,000 has been requested by the
downtown revitalization committee
for the lighting fixtures.

Mr. Pickering listed the estimated
total dollar value of all the proposed
projects at $63,850, but noted $23,300
of that amount would be contributed
through donated, in-kind services from
various segments of the community.
The remaining $40,550 would need
to be funded by the borough.

A total of 100 Fanwood �stake-
holders� � including residents, busi-
ness and professional people and
government representatives � were
interviewed by Ms. Weiner over sev-
eral months last year to determine
what they believed were the borough�s
strengths and weaknesses.

The results of that survey were the
basis for the four action projects,
narrowed from an original seven pro-
posals, which were eventually devel-
oped by the Assessment Committee.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Club owner Frank Ricciutti was fined
$5,500 in August after the club report-
edly exceeded its 600-person occupancy
limit by 40 patrons, plus an additional
$2,000 for a fire lane violation.

Mr. Ricciutti, who appealed the cita-
tions, was granted a reduction in the
fines November 4 after the Scotch Plains
Construction Board of Appeals deter-
mined that some patrons may have come
into the club unlawfully through a rear
entrance, unbeknownst to staff mem-
bers keeping count at the front door,
Board Chairman Bob Roberts said last
week.

Mr. Roberts reported testimony was
also presented during the hearing
concerning extenuating circumstances
which delayed correction of the fire
lane problem.

He said the club�s owner has been
cooperative in working with authori-
ties to develop remedies for crowd
control and proper identification of
the fire lane.

At the November 4 hearing, Mr.
Ricciutti was given 30 days to submit
an occupancy plan, which must be
approved by the township�s police
and fire chiefs, or the fines will revert
to their original amounts.

�Township officials attempted to
have the club remain closed while
those situations were being addressed,
but the courts allowed them to stay
open,� the Mayor commented in the
statement issued by the governing
body.

Besides fire code violations, she
said �there have been other incidents
and complaints in past years, that
range from disorderly conduct to van-
dalism to uncontrolled littering.�

Councilman Robert E. Johnston as-
serted, �This establishment and the

incidents surrounding it have become
a real burden for the township and its
officials. Now, with a murder having
taken place, the situation has become
intolerable. Decisive action should
be taken and will be taken.�

Councilwoman Irene T. Schmidt
noted, �We are already consulting with
the township�s legal department, po-
lice department and fire department
in order to ensure that this type of
tragedy never happens again. We are
exploring all our options.�

When asked whether Club Malibu
should be closed down, Councilman
Martin Marks stated, �I can think of
dozens of alternative uses for this
piece of property, both public and
private, that would be safer and better
suited for the needs and interests of
all Scotch Plains citizens. We should
use all our legal and financial options
to that end.�

Mr. McClintock said the present
Township Council is being �especially
vigilant on this issue,� adding that
members of the 1999 council will be
encouraged �to pursue any initiatives
that are begun in 1998.�

In addition to himself, next year�s
governing body will include Dr.
Marks, along with incoming repre-
sentatives Geri Samuel, Tarquin
Bromley and Franklin Donatelli.

In addition, the Township Council
�will be reaching out to neighboring
communities for support� in dealing
with the issue, officials revealed in
their statement.

They also encouraged members of
the public to express their views on
the matter, �in order to send a mes-
sage to all concerned that this kind of
violent behavior is unacceptable and
will not be tolerated in Scotch Plains.�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Watson Road Site Now Eyed
For Light Recreational Use

reason to come to the park. There were
suggestions that the new park�s large
grassy area could be used for young
children�s weekend soccer league
games, concerts, and poetry readings.

There were some concerns raised
about the parking situation in the area if
soccer games were scheduled at the
park. In addition to the 17 spaces at the
site, it was suggested that players and
spectators could park in the nine spaces
available across Watson Road, as well
as in the lot behind Borough Hall.

Committee member Raymond
Manfra, Director of the Department of
Public Works, voiced concern about
emergency vehicles being able to safely
leave Borough Hall headquarters in the
midst of vehicular and pedestrian traf-
fic in the area.

Another concern involved the poten-
tial effect of noise from soccer games on

the residents living next to the proposed
park, but Mrs. Schurtz assured the com-
mittee that the games would only be
played 12 to 16 Saturdays a year.

Councilman Stuart S. Kline, a mem-
ber of the committee, said he was not
yet prepared to vote on any final recom-
mendation until he could receive fur-
ther details of the costs involved, a final
drawing of the park�s layout, and an
estimate of the annual maintenance
costs.

Borough Engineer Richard Marsden
said these items would likely be com-
pleted in January.

The Pocket Park Committee will hold
its seventh meeting on Monday, Janu-
ary 11.

Councilwoman Schurtz stressed the
importance of the group finishing its
work because Mayor Connelly wants to
begin the project in 1999.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Democrats Tap Mr. Baron
To Replace Mr. DiFrancesco

year, was named Public Defender, a po-
sition mandated by the state just last
year.

�I am honored to be asked to serve in
this position. I hope to live up to the
standards that have been set (by previous
attorneys),� Mr. Lippman said.

Mr. Baron said he will quit a part-
time position as Assistant Union County
Counsel at the end of the month to
assume his new duties. He also served
as an Assistant Prosecutor in Middlesex
County.

Mr. Lipstein, who was Assistant At-
torney General under former Governors
Brendan T. Byrne and Thomas Kean,
said he is looking forward to returning to
a prosecutor role after a number of years
in private practice.

�I think I will do a good job. I think I
will work well with the police. I can�t
wait to get started,� he said.

Scotch Plains Municipal Court meets
Monday afternoons and evenings during
the last week of the month.

As a member of a task force to amend
the state�s criminal code, Mr. Lipstein
helped prepare teaching materials for
police officers and municipal prosecu-
tors on the current state code.

Commenting on the appointments,
Councilman-elect Franklin Donatelli, Jr.,
said he was �confident� in the choices.

�We have a really good team here,� he
added.

Mayor designee and Councilwoman-
elect Geri Samuel said Scotch Plains will
be �well-served� by Mr. Baron as the
new Township Attorney.

Councilman-elect Tarquin Jay Bromley
explained, �We spent a great deal of time
meeting with these gentlemen to discuss
the needs of the township in these areas,
and I am confident of their abilities.�

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1
• Edward Dilly, 42, of Morristown

was arrested and charged with a disor-
derly persons offense, according to po-
lice. The suspect allegedly became irate
after he was stopped on Martine Avenue
for motor vehicle violations, officials
said. Dilly was released on his own
recognizance.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2
• A Pleasant Avenue resident re-

ported that her vehicle was scratched
with a key while it was parked overnight
in her driveway.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4
• Robert Patillo, 33, of Plainfield

was arrested in Plainfield and charged
with making purchases using discarded
credit card receipts from Fanwood resi-
dents which were reportedly obtained
by another individual, according to po-
lice.

The second person connected with
the case has not been charged, and it
was unclear how the receipts bearing
credit card numbers were obtained, of-
ficials said.

Authorities have issued an advisory
to credit card users, however, not to
discard their receipts with the numbers
still legible.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
• Christopher Mitchell, 42, of

Plainfield was arrested in Mountainside
by Scotch Plains and Fanwood authori-
ties and charged with eluding police
and aggravated assault on a police of-
ficer, officials confirmed.

The suspect was charged with ag-
gravated assault for allegedly attempt-
ing to strike a Scotch Plains officer
with his motor vehicle on Midway
Avenue around 1 a.m., according to
police.

Mitchell was pursued along Terrill
Road onto Route No. 22, East, where
he reportedly attempted to elude cap-
ture by driving around a strip mall
parking lot next to the highway, au-
thorities said.

Police said Mitchell drove back onto
Route No. 22, and was followed into
Mountainside. The chase ended on
Lawrence Avenue after the suspect aban-
doned his vehicle and attempted to flee
on foot, officials maintained.

In addition to eluding and aggravated
assault on an officer, Mitchell was addi-
tionally charged with multiple motor
vehicle violations, police acknowledged.
He was being held at the Union County
Jail on $25,000 bail.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1
• An attendant at a Route No. 22

service station reported that $1,000 was
forcibly taken from the cash register
inside the store area.

The victim said a lone suspect ap-
proached the register asking for ciga-
rettes, then came around the counter
and removed the cash from the register
while putting the attendant in fear of his
safety, according to police.

No weapon was displayed. After rob-
bing the station, the suspect fled east on
foot on Route No. 22, authorities con-
firmed.

An investigation of the case led to
warrants being issued on December 3,
charging Michael Sala, Jr., 26, whose
last known address was in South
Plainfield, with third degree theft by use
of force.

Complaints have also been filed
against the suspect in connection with
the armed robbery of another service
station which occurred November 10.
In that incident, Sala is alleged to have
robbed an attendant at knife point of
$350 in cash.

Sala was arrested by the Dunellen
Police Department on December 3 on
unrelated charges. Copies of the Scotch
Plains complaints were sent to Dunellen
authorities to be placed as detainer on

the suspect pending his release. Bail
was set by Judge Joseph Perfilio of the
Scotch Plains Municipal Court at
$25,000 cash.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4
• A resident of the 2000 block of

Westfield Avenue reported that some-
one entered her home and removed ap-
proximately $40 in cash from a purse.
There were no signs of forced entry.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
• Police reported that a storage shed

at the Scotch Hills Golf Club was
forcibly entered and that golf carts
were removed for joyriding. The carts
were recovered on or around the prop-
erty.

Two 15-year-old Scotch Plains resi-
dents were taken into custody in con-
nection with the incident, authorities
said. Complaints are pending.

• Two 17-year-old Scotch Plains resi-
dents were arrested and charged with
robbery for allegedly taking approxi-
mately $50 from a 15-year-old outside a
local pharmacy, according to police. Both
suspects were remanded to the Juvenile
Detention Center in Elizabeth.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
• A resident of John Street reported

the theft of a compact disk player and
savings bonds from the house. There
were no signs of forced entry.
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Scotch Plains Planning Bd.
Nixes Condos in 6-3 Vote

sites which was approved over 10
years ago by the state Council On
Affordable Housing (COAH), follow-
ing the so-called Mt. Laurel court
decision requiring towns to provide a
specific number of low- to moderate-
income housing within its borders.

Mrs. Papen indicated that the state
may hit up the township for more
affordable housing units than previ-
ously required, if the surplus of af-
fordable units is reduced. State COAH
approval is needed every six years.

In voting down the Hovnanian
project, Planning Board member
Alice Agran said, �I haven�t felt this
way about an application in a long
time.� She stated that potential flood-
ing at the site, a nearby active quarry
and related lawsuits was reason
enough to reject the building project.

�This would adversely affect our
community and become our mistake,�
she concluded.

The housing development was also
opposed by Weldon Materials, which
regularly blasts for stone in a nearby
quarry. If the board had approved the
housing complex, Weldon indicated
it would have appealed the decision.

Weldon reportedly turned down an
offer to buy the Donato lot earlier.
Nearly two years ago, Weldon asked
the township to eliminate multi-fam-
ily housing zoning at the Donato site

but was also turned down.
Some have said Weldon did not

want complaints from additional area
residents over its noisy blasting sched-
ule. As it is, residents must be noti-
fied prior to each blast.

Reportedly, the quarry is good to
mine for at least another 50 years.

Board members nixing the
townhouse development agreed that
the plan was sub-standard and were
unwilling to grant variances which
would allow it to proceed. Proposed
distances between buildings were
short under township code, parking
spots were too near the entrance road,
garages were smaller, fences too high
and signs too large, they maintained.

Township Councilman Martin
Marks, who also sits on the Planning
Board, called the proposal for the
high-density housing �like trying to
stuff 10 pounds of potatoes into a
five-pound bag.� He said it was �over
congested� in the area and that traffic
was �an abomination.�

After Councilman Marks sug-
gested that the township may have
erred in selecting the Donato prop-
erty as a possible site for high-den-
sity affordable housing, Planning
Board attorney Lawrence A. Woo-
druff responded, �You can say they
erred, buy you can�t do anything to
change it.�
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options� of providing cable service, and
also not to close just yet on the proposed
10-year franchise agreement with
Comcast.

Mr. Hartman suggested possibly en-
tering instead into a shorter contract with
Comcast, such as a three-year arrange-
ment.

Ken Anderson, Technical Adviser on
the cable committee, suggested to
Comcast that it offer �a la carte ser-
vices,� whereby subscribers could pick
and choose what they want to see. He
also proposed that discounts be offered to
senior citizens.

Saying �we are about the program-
ming,� Mr. Dobb emphasized that
�Comcast has the highest capacity to
deliver with a range of services. We
want to be competitive and be a long-
term player. We�re getting better every
day.�

Currently, Comcast is the third largest
cable company in the country, and the
leading cable company in New Jersey,
according to Robert Smith, Comcast Di-
rector of Public and Government Rela-
tions.

Prior to the Comcast meeting, other
Township Council business included pre-
sentation of resolutions congratulating
two retiring volunteer firefighters for
serving Scotch Plains.

Frank Lestarchick, who retired after
serving the township for 21 years, joined
the Fire Department in June of 1977.
Joseph Comer retired after serving for 35
years.

Mayor Papen described the men as a
�fine example to all younger people,�
and commended them on their years of
service.

�You are a model for volunteers. Words
can�t thank you enough,� added Council-
man Martin Marks.

Another resolution was presented to
the SPARKS Rhythmic Gymnastics
Team, which recently competed in the
Junior Olympic Group National Cham-
pionships in Downers Grove, Illinois.

�It was a two-day event; you had to
either qualify or be invited,� said Coach
Suzanne Dixon. �We are at the top level
of our division,� she added.

Ed Zazzali, Chairman of the Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission, reported
that the program started 10 years ago.
�Recreation is real proud of Suzanne,
and the girls should be very honored on
what they achieved.�

Municipal Manager Thomas E. Atkins,
reported that, effective last Saturday,
Police Officer Matthew �Luc� Fugett
was advanced from Probationary Status
to First Year Officer.

Councilman Marks discussed �Project
HELP� (Help Evacuate Little People).
�The Fire Department will talk to fami-
lies about products to help during fire
drills,� he revealed.

A second reading is scheduled for
Tuesday, December 22, on a proposed
ordinance based on a recommendation
from the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment which would prohibit left turns
from 302 Park Avenue.

Officials Hear Residents�
Input Concerning Comcast

Council Calls for Action
To End Problems at Club


