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Merry Christmas from Our Family To Yours

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader

STREET CORNER ARTISANS�Maxwell Sang, right, and S. Allyn Schaeffer
work on their ice sculpture last Sunday as part of the �Welcome Home to
Westfield� ice sculpting contest, sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration.

Scotch Plains Resident Continues Battle Against Expansion
Underway at Bowcraft Amusement Park on Route No. 22
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

From her home on Mountain Av-
enue in Scotch Plains where she has
lived for over three decades, Thelma
Gerber battles the expansion of
Bowcraft Amusement Park on the
westbound side of Route No. 22. She
admits that her efforts over the years
have not gotten her very far, but she
keeps trying.

Bowcraft attorney Daniel Bernstein
defends the ongoing development
program as the owners� effort to im-
prove the amusement park as a source
of �safe family entertainment.�

Bowcraft�s latest venture is a pro-
posed water park for which Mr.
Bernstein will seek township plan-
ning board approval on January 14.
The proposal also includes plans for
construction of a storage facility on
the Bowcraft property.

�I�m very concerned about this wa-
ter park,� explained Mrs. Gerber.
�It�s a big deal and a noisy deal. I
don�t think it�s fair that neighbors
should have to put up with it.�

Through the years, the senior citi-
zen has pled her case before town-
ship officials in a series of letters and

appearances before the zoning board
and township council. Despite this,
�there�s a lot of unanswered ques-
tions,� complained Mrs. Gerber.

Bowcraft is in the process of revis-
ing its change-of-use application for
the water park and storage facility in
response to concerns from neighbors
like Mrs. Gerber. The revised pro-
posal calls for the storage facility to
be constructed away from neighbor-
ing homes and for trees to be planted
around the structure.

The latest request follows zoning
board approval earlier this month for
a 19-foot high children�s ride which
is being imported from Italy. The
park hopes to have the ride up and
running for the start of the 1999
season.

�That�s as high as a two-story build-
ing,� exclaimed Mrs. Gerber, who
resents the noise and lights that ema-
nate from the park.

Though the park offers indoor ar-
cade and video games for teens and
adults, Mr. Bernstein said Bowcraft
has a �history and tradition� of fo-
cusing on activities for little chil-
dren.

�Why would a kiddie park be open

until midnight?� Mrs. Gerber asked.
Under the provisions of a resolu-

tion passed by the township�s zoning
board of adjustment, park hours are
10 a.m. to midnight during the sum-
mer season.

When asked why a park for chil-
dren would be open to that hour, Mr.
Bernstein replied, �As the father of
three boys, if we go over at seven or
eight (o�clock), (we can) lose track of
time.�

According to the Bowcraft attor-
ney, the proposed water park is de-
signed to attract more activity during
the hot days of summer. It represents
the culmination of Bowcraft�s five-
year upgrade program.

Other elements included installa-
tion of the Flying Dragon roller coaster,
purchase of two new rides, construc-
tion of a storage building and conver-
sion of tent facilities to brick and
mortar structures. In addition, town-
ship approval was granted for a res-
taurant facility and birthday party room
(presently under construction).

�That�s pretty much it for room,�
said Mr. Bernstein, who noted that
the rides imported from Italy were
simply replacements for other attrac-

tions that had gotten old. �People
want to see new things,� he added.

Before the present owners of
Bowcraft, the Markes brothers, took
over, the park was owned and oper-
ated by its founder, Ted Miller. He
launched the amusement park in the
1940s, �prior to zoning in the area,�
said Mr. Bernstein.

With respect to neighbors� zoning
concerns, Mr. Bernstein replied,
�Bowcraft has been there since be-
fore most of the homes, and (there is)
noise on (Route) 22, 24 hours a day.�

�Aside from the commercial en-
terprise, it provides needed recre-
ation in a wholesome atmosphere,�
he continued.

In preparation for the January 14
zoning board meeting, Mrs. Gerber
plans to review the revisions to the
Bowcraft proposal.

�What bothers me is the water
park,� she reiterated. �I�m not even
sure where it�s going. The only place
I can see (it fitting) is opposite me.�

She will try to enlist support from
other neighbors prior to the meeting.
Their likely response, she said, will
be, �You haven�t gotten anywhere;
why should we get involved?�

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader

FLYING DRAGON�The Flying Dragon Roller Coaster is one of three new
rides added to Bowcraft Amusement Park in Scotch Plains as part of the park�s
five year upgrade program. The program also includes the construction of a
storage building, the conversion of tent facilities to brick and mortar structures,
as well as the possible addition of a water park. The water park proposal is
scheduled to be heard by the township planning board on Thursday, January 14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A FUN EVENING...This 1946 Buick Roadmaster convertible was part of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce�s 1948 Night celebration April 27, held
in honor of the 50th anniversary of the founding of the chamber. Members of the
community enjoyed a meal at the WindMill restaurant on East Broad Street,
followed by a special showing of the Academy Award-winning 1948 film
Treasure of the Sierra Madre, at the recently-refurbished Rialto Theatre.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

A TOUCHING MOMENT...Members of the Westfield Fire Department pay
their last respects as the fire engine bearing the coffin of their colleague, John
Fiorino, passes by en route to Fairview Cemetery last Friday.  Firefighter
Fiorino, a life-long Westfield resident, died suddenly at age 38 on March 30.

Sale of Woman�s Club Property, End of District�s Desegregation Policy,
Frank  X. McDermott�s GOP Chair Reelection Tops First Half of �98

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A number of news events tran-
spired over the course of 1998. The
following is a summary of both local
and county news for the first six
months of the year. The second part
will be published in next week�s issue
of The Leader.

January
The Westfield Leader and its sister

paper, The Times of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, broke a story that
Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly was considering a run for
Congress against veteran Republi-
can incumbent Bob Franks of Berke-
ley Heights. The Seventh District has
been a longtime stronghold for the
Republican Party.

The Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) announced that it was
considering a complete revamping
of the flight paths on the eastern
seaboard. FAA officials noted that
flights at Newark International Air-
port nearly doubled between 1983
and 1997.

The FAA has been under increas-
ing pressure from citizens groups in
this area regarding the increase of air
traffic noise ever since flight patterns
were reconfigured in 1987 to reduce
traffic delays at the local airports.

Republicans Gregory S.
McDermott and Janis Fried

Weinstein, representing the first and
fourth wards, respectively, were
sworn into office as members of the
1998 Westfield Town Council dur-
ing the governing body�s annual re-
organization meeting.

Sworn into new terms were Sec-
ond Ward Councilman Matthew P.
Albano and Third Ward Councilman
Neil F. Sullivan, Jr.

The Republicans� victory the previ-
ous November, over Democrats Marc
McCabe, Ken Rotter and incumbent
Donnell Carr, prevented Democrats
from gaining the council majority for
the first time in the town�s history.
The GOP, in winning Mr. Carr�s seat,
increased their majority to 6-3. Demo-
crat James Hely had previously held
the seat for 10 years.

In his second annual speech as
mayor, Mayor Thomas C. Jardim said
his priorities for 1998 were develop-
ment of a comprehensive road im-
provement program and the initiation
of a plan to make improvements at
both Memorial Field and other parks
and fields within the town.

He also said he intended to con-
tinue to push for improvements on
the NJ Transit�s Raritan Valley com-
muter line through the efforts of a
commission he set up his first year in
office.

Martin Robbins was appointed
Chairman of the Planning Board.
Appointed to the board as new mem-
bers were Mr. McCabe and alternate
member Todd Evans.

Seymour Koslowsky was re-ap-

pointed to a three-year term on the
Recreation Commission and was
again named its Chairman. Thomas
Cusimano and Maureen Regan were
named to the Commission, replacing
long-time members Melba Nixon and
Daniel M. Schwebel.

Glenn de Brueys, William
Heinbrockel were named full board
members with Realtor Frank Isoldi
named to fill an alternate slot on
Board of Adjustment. Long-time
members C. Graydon Curtis and Tho-
mas C. Phelan decided not to re-
appointment this year.

At the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders reorganization
meeting, Deborah Scanlon of Union,
Chester Holmes of Rahway and
Alexander Mirabella of Roselle Park
were sworn in as new board mem-
bers, thus increasing the Democrats
majority on the board to 9-0.

New Freeholder Chairman Daniel
P. Sullivan launched a busy agenda
for the board including a number of
grant programs focusing on open
space, �Project Pocket Park;� Internet
Access in all county classrooms by
2000, �Access 2000,� and the arts,
�Union Arts,� now called
�HEARTS.�

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley recommended to the
school board that the district end its
desegregation policy. That policy re-
quired that 37 children living in the
vicinity of Cacciola Place be bused to
Wilson, Tamaques and Washington
Elementary Schools.

The change, later approved by the
school board, moved the children to
Jefferson Elementary so they could
be with their friends.

Westfield-based attorney Donald
Hamilton was sentenced to nine years
in prison by Union County Superior
Court Judge John Triarsi in Elizabeth
after pleading guilty to embezzling
$1.25 million from the estates of five
clients over a period of eight years.

Twenty-six of the remaining 27
non-unionized municipal employees
announced their decision to form an
association for the purpose of having
their interests represented as a whole.
Fire Chief Paul A. Battiloro, Jr., em-
phasized that the employees were not
joining a union but simply wanted to
have more of a voice with the town�s
administration on issues such as work-

ing conditions.
Union County Manager Michael J.

Lapolla released his Executive Bud-
get of $278.9 million, a spending
plan which called for no increase in
the county�s tax levy over from last
year. The $282 million budget called
for $151.7 million to be raised in
taxes. This amounted to 54 percent of
the budget.

In a surprise announcement, the
Woman�s Club of Westfield announced
that its clubhouse on South Euclid
Avenue was on the selling block.

The club�s decision to go before the
Planning Board to seek a subdivision

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

AGA Appointed as New Insurance Agent
After Council Vote Along Party Lines

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In what may be the first of a num-
ber of changes in Mayoral and Town
Council appointments, the firm of
Bollinger Fowler was replaced as the
town�s insurance representative Mon-
day night by Amalgamated General
Agencies (AGA), a firm owned by
former Westfield Mayor Ronald
Frigerio.

Four of the five Republicans present
voted against Bollinger and in favor
of AGA, while the Democrats sup-
ported Bollinger. Republican First
Ward Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott abstained from both
votes, citing a personal conflict of
interest. First Ward Councilwoman

Gail S. Vernick was not present.
The risk manager handles town

property casualty and workers� com-
pensation claims for the town.

Bollinger Fowler was re-appointed
last year, by a 4-3 vote, after former
Councilman Norman N. Greco ab-
stained from the vote and Mrs.
Vernick was absent, thus leaving just
three of the five Republican members
of the 1997 council available to cast
votes against the appointment. The
four Democrats voted in favor of
Bollinger.

Louis Lefevre, who has handled
Westfield�s account for Bollinger for
the past 15 years, told The Westfield
Leader the change in insurance firms
was done �purely for political rea-

sons,� noting that AGA has tried in
the past to gain the town�s account
over Bollinger.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim ques-
tioned whether Republicans had the
authority under the Town Charter to
make the appointment of what is
known as the insurance risk manage-
ment consultant.

Town Attorney Charles H. Brandt
stated that, being more of a consult-
ant, the insurance risk manager re-
quires council consent.

Assistant Town Attorney Paul
Strauchler, in disagreeing, said he
believes the Mayor can make the
appointment of the insurance repre-
sentative without council consent.
However, he requested more time

from the council to check state and
municipal legal codes on the ap-
pointment.

Republican Third Ward Council-
man Neil F. Sullivan, Jr. referred to a
press release put out by the Demo-
crats following last week�s meeting
as a �character assassination� and a
�personal attack� on Mr. Frigerio.

Democratic Fourth Ward Council-
man Lawrence A. Goldman said the
council was convened to appoint the
new risk manager, �because of raw
partisanship at its worst.�

He feared that the appointment of
AGA will open up other consultants
the town utilizes to the political ap-
pointment process.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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J & M Market
856 Mountain Ave

Mountainside
Tele: (908) 232-0402

J & M Café
251 North Avenue

Westfield
Tele: (908) 232-5060

We’d Like To Take This Opportunity To
Wish Our Customers, Old & New,
 A Very Joyous Holiday Season.

Our Best Wishes And
 Heartfelt Thanks To All!

Now Taking Orders For New Years

Piano - Keyboard - Organ - Accordion
Strings - Woodwinds - Brass - Voice - Guitar - Drums

Lessons for the Learning Disabled

Kindermusik classes for ages 2 to 7
Riverwalk Plaza
34 Ridgedale Avenue
East Hanover, NJ   07936
(973) 428-0405

281 Main Street
Millburn, NJ   07041

(973) 467-4688

Little Shop of Comics
417 Park Avenue � Scotch Plains � 322-9402

After Christmas Sale
Sale Begins Saturday, Dec 26 and Ends Sunday, Jan 3

Mon-Tue 3-7 � Wed-Fri 12-7 � Sat 11-5 � Sun 12-5

Comics � Sportscards � Beanies
and a whole lot more!!

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15
• A Fanwood Avenue resident re-

ported a burglary to her home, during
which a bag of Christmas gifts was taken
from the dining room. An unknown
amount of jewelry was also discovered
missing, according to police.

• Authorities received a report of a
burglary and theft which occurred at a
West Court apartment complex.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
• Spare tires valued at $3,600 were

reported stolen from a North Avenue
business.

• Police confirmed that a burglary
and incident of criminal mischief oc-
curred on Ross Place.

• Angela Praitano, 38, of Port Richey,
Florida was arrested at South Chestnut
Street and charged with driving with a
revoked license, her third offense, ac-
cording to police. Praitano, who was also
taken into custody on a fugitive warrant
out of Edison, posted $1,250 bail.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18
• A South Plainfield resident reported

that the entire length of the right side of
her motor vehicle was scratched with a
key while it was parked in the lot of a
North Avenue store.

• Nicholas Pino, 18, and Jeffrey
Kivetz, 19, both of Westfield, were ar-
rested at a South Avenue liquor store and
charged with attempting to purchase al-
coholic beverages underage, according
to police.

Pino was additionally charged with
possession of an altered driver�s license,
authorities maintained. Both men were
released on their own recognizance.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
• A resident of New England Drive

reported that someone let the air out of a
tire on her motor vehicle.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
• A woman reported that someone

removed a grave cover she had placed at
Fairview Cemetery on East Broad Street.

• Police received a report that a stor-
age trailer behind a South Avenue busi-
ness had been burglarized. Nothing was
reported missing.

Recent Home Sales

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
• Four hundred block of North Av-

enue, West � system malfunction.
• One hundred block of Cardinal

Drive � system malfunction.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15

• Five hundred block of Downer Street
� smoke scare.

• Eight hundred block of Nancy Way
� unintentional alarm.

• Three hundred block of Clark Street
� system malfunction.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
• Three hundred block of Clark Street

� system malfunction.
• Eight hundred block of Harding

Street � carbon monoxide detector acti-
vation.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
• Two hundred block of Eaglecroft Road

� carbon monoxide detector activation.
• Six hundred block of South Av-

enue, West � automobile accident.
• Eight hundred block of Rahway

Avenue � transformer arcing.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18

• Five hundred block of North Chest-
nut Street � structure fire.

• Eleven hundred block of Boynton
Avenue � system malfunction.

• Locust Street in Garwood � mutual
aid.

• One hundred block of East Broad
Street � unintentional alarm.

• One hundred block of New Provi-
dence Road � unintentional alarm.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
• Eleven hundred block of Boynton

Avenue � unintentional alarm.
• Two hundred block of North Av-

enue, East � unintentional alarm.
• Two hundred block of Elm Street �

unintentional alarm.
• Ten hundred block of Harding Street

� smoke odor investigation.
• One hundred block of West Grove

Street � smoke odor investigation.
• Two hundred block of Palsted Av-

enue � gas odor investigation.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20

• Six hundred block of North Scotch
Plains Avenue � gas leak.

• One hundred block of Osborne Av-
enue � water leak investigation.

• One hundred block of Summit Court
� carbon monoxide detector activation.

• Two hundred block of Wychwood
Road � unintentional alarm.

• Six hundred block of Willow Grove
Road � smoke and odor removal.

Janet M. Tyre to Dominic A. and
Carl M. DiGiorgio, 73 Barchester
Way, $419,000.

J. F. and T. M. McHugh to Richard
and Lynn Mayer, 319 Orenda Circle,
$387,250.

M. R. and K. R. Benou to Michael
J. and Karen M. Peretz, 758 Prospect
Street, $212,000.

K. and J. Brown to George and
Cynthia Clarke, 613 Short Hill Court,
$307,000.

K. A. Hoebich and Michael Skero
to Eliot Powell, 601 Short Hill Court,
$253,000.

P. L. and R. H. Bollinger to Karen
Ludwig-O�Leary, 538 Lawrence Av-
enue, $975,000.

N. and V. Luppescu to Marc J.
Loinaz, 832 Winyah Avenue,
$615,000.

J. E. C. Cherry to Mark Evan
Friedberg and Shannon Klaerich
Friedberg, 105 Linden Avenue,
$370,000.

D. and S. Kenna to Keith Tanis
and Karin A. Brockman, 120 Nelson
Place, $224,000.

Wah Investors, L. P. to Edward A.
Galauski, Sr., 224 Prospect Street,
$140,000.

R. S. and M. M. Mehorter to Dinah
Laurie Whitlock, 884 Dorian Road,
$270,000.

B. A. Aufiero to Cory A. and Karen
C. Mermer, 635 First Street,

$220,000.
T W. and L. K. Ackermann to

Daniel and Theresa Cogan, 833
Dorian Road, $325,000.

J. S. and D. D. Kephart to Pierre D.
Nies and Kathleen Ann Oates-Nies,
427 St. Marks Avenue, $418,000.

J. N. and G. S. Moscowitz to Bruce
and Merry Regenstreich, 633
Fairmont Avenue, $689,000.

R. L. and K. M. Carlson to Joseph
G. and Susan G. Pink, 638 Fourth
Avenue, $253,500.

S. E. and J. B. Joseph to Robert S.
and Margaret M. Mehorter, 815
Nancy Way, $431,000.

C. and M. T. L. Pecoraro to John C.
and Cassandra L. Hatto, 829 Tice
Place, $250,000.

M. P. and R. C. Fela to Mark S. and
Sandra Ciasco, 403 Grove Street,
West, $229,000.

R. E. Markowski to Harold R.
Getting, 102 Cedar Street, $181,300.

M. N. and N. M. Kelly-Weiss to
Edward T. and Mary A. Schaffer,
1117 Rahway Avenue, $243,000.

W. D. and L. A. Griffin to Michael
G. and Bonnie A. Carlin, 102 Dickson
Drive, $305,000.

E. A. Galauski to Bryan and Carol
Humphreys, 106 Surrey Lane; Mail:
20 Ocean Vista, $230,000.

Estate of M. M. Harrison to David
A. and Gina M. Klemm, 96 Summit
Court, $230,000.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of the property was criticized by neigh-
bors who feared an over development of
the lot.

Six people were arrested by police and
charged with promoting prostitution in
two separate incidents in town. The ar-
rests were made at the Asianna
Accupressure and Therapeutic Center on
North Avenue, West, and at a private
residence on Downer Street. Authorities
believed that faced with tougher New
York City laws, these types of operations
have begun to filter into New Jersey.

The Freeholder board announced its
efforts to lure the local professional soc-
cer team, the MetroStars, to Union County
as part of the board�s economic develop-
ment initiatives. The team is seeking a
40,000 seat stadium.

February
The town discussed its plans for up-

grading a section of town between Cen-
tral Avenue and Grove Street. The Town
Council said it was looking to apply to
the state�s Neighborhood Preservation
Program which offers significant money
and guidance over several years to up-
grade a neighborhood.

Keith S. Hertell announced that he
would not seek a second term on the
school board. He was Finance Committee
Chairman during the last year of his term.

Mary Ruotolo of Westfield was named
to the Freeholder board to fill the seat
vacated by Carol Cohen upon her being
named County Counsel. Mrs. Ruotolo
joined Lewis Mingo of Plainfield, who
replaced Walter D. McNeil on the board,
at a swearing-in ceremony.

The Planning Board approved a plan
by the D. Villane Construction Company
to develop the remainder of Clarence
Street with 26 homes. Another nine homes
were constructed by Spring Lake devel-
oper Charles A. Higgins.

Grandview Avenue residents ripped a
request by a developer to have the town
vacate a portion of the town�s right-of-
way on the street in order to accommo-
date added development on the street.

Developer David Kervick, a local at-
torney, said he planned to construct 34
housing units.

The Federal Railroad Administration
announced that Westfield�s plan to in-
stall additional railroad barriers at the
Rahway Avenue railroad crossing had
been approved.

Town Administrator Edward A. Gottko
released a preliminary municipal budget
of $22.7 million which called for a
$433,000 or 1.9 percent increase or 2.5
tax points over the previous year.

Hunan Wok III, a Chinese restaurant on
East Broad Street, sustained extensive
damage during an early morning blaze.

Carol Cohen of Westfield was named
the first female Union County counsel
during an afternoon ceremony at the
Union County Administration Building
in Elizabeth. Ms. Cohen had resigned
her Freeholder seat to take the $109,233
full-time post. Elected to the at-large
board in 1996, she served two of the three
years of her term on the board.

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick launched a program where the
community could donate funds to pay for
cellular phones to be used by the town�s
school crossing guards as part of Bell
Atlantic�s �Wireless at Work� program.
Mrs. Vernick donated the first phone, a
gift that was matched with a second
phone from Bell Atlantic.

March
The Planning Board granted, by a 6-1

vote, the controversial subdivision of the
Woman�s Club of Westfield property. The
club sought the approval to enable the
club to sell not only the existing clubhouse
but the two additional vacant lots created
by the board�s action. The board did in-
clude a restriction, though, that the exist-
ing home remain a single-family home for
five years in an effort to prevent it from
being bulldozed by a builder.

The school board approved a $52.02
million school budget representing a 2.33
percent increase in overall spending over
1997. The budget would be supported by
a tax levy of $45.18 million, representing
a 2.88 percent increase over 1997 or 3.5
tax points. Eighty-eight percent of the
budget was slated to be raised through
property taxes with 5.79 percent coming
from state aid.

Exxon received approval from the Board
of Adjustment to expand its gas station at
South and Central Avenues. The plan
includes a Tiger Mart retail store, two
new pumping islands and a 15-foot high
fee standing canopy. McEwen Florist,
which had leased a building on the site,
was outbid for the building by Exxon. The
building was demolished and McEwen
has moved to East Broad Street in the
former Auster�s appliance store.

The Facilities Committee of the school
board announced a five-year plan of
$17.52 million for improvements to the
town�s school buildings and administra-
tion offices.

Police officials announced they were
investigating a possible scam case where
individuals targeted senior citizens for
home repairs. No arrests were made but
workers from a Long Island firm were
found to be working without a permit.

A woman was critically injured when
struck by a school bus under contract
with the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission. The woman�s life
was saved due to the quick actions of
firemen who used air bags to quickly lift
the vehicle off of her. The woman recov-
ered from her injuries.

The Town Council introduced a $22.92
million budget calling for a 3 cent in-
crease on an average assessed home in
Westfield ($180,000). The council used
additional funds from the sale of munici-
pal assets account to lower taxes from an
original four cent hike.

The New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-
ter (NJPAC) welcomed the Westfield
Young Artists Cooperative Theater
(WYACT) in the joint presentation of
Carousel. The performance sold out dur-
ing four dates in July.

April
Westfield mourned the sudden death

of firefighter John Fiorino, 38, while
vacationing in South Carolina.

Westfield paid tribute to social activist
and renowned entertainer Paul Robeson,
a former resident, during a tribute for the
100th anniversary of his birth.

An attorney for the Woman�s Club
announced it had signed contracts to sell
two adjoining lots to successful bidders
who planned to build Colonial-style

homes, fronting on Tremont Avenue. The
existing Colonial Revival home was pur-
chased by a Westfield couple who plan to
renovate it and make it their new home.

During its convention in Garwood,
County Republicans chose George Gore
of Plainfield, Juan Fernandez of New
Providence and Andy MacDonald of
Fanwood to run under the GOP for the
county Freeholder board.

Meanwhile, Democrats endorsed in-
cumbents Daniel P. Sullivan of Eliza-
beth, Mary Ruotolo of Westfield, and
Lewis Mingo, Jr. of Plainfield.

Westfield Republicans endorsed Mrs.
Vernick for Mayor, and Jon Bramnick,
incumbent James J. Gruba, Noreen Lund
and Thomas Cusimano for council seats.
Democrats endorsed Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim, and Carl A. Salisbury, Joe Stoner
and incumbents John J. Walsh and
Lawrence A. Goldman for the council.

Norman N. Greco, a former Republi-
can mayoral contender and three-term
councilman, threw his hat into the ring
for mayor as an independent candidate.

The council approved a resolution to
apply for a county grant to obtain the
former Excellent Diner site on North
Avenue. The $100,000 grant, which was
part of the �Pocket Park� program, was
matched by town funds. The Planning
Board has since approved a three-story
building for the site. The grant funds
have been instead dedicated for improve-
ments to existing parks and fields.

Congressman Bob Franks launched
his reelection bid for a fourth term.

Local and NJ Transit officials held a
press conference to celebrate the comple-
tion of the $6.2 million upgrade of the
Westfield train station including a new
pedestrian tunnel. The passageway con-
tains tiles highlighting the town�s trans-
portation history. The tiles were done by
Westfield native Stacy Farley.

The Westfield Chamber of Commerce
celebrated its 50th anniversary with a
1948 Night promotion highlighted by the
showing of the film Treasure of the Si-
erra Madre at the Rialto.

Darielle Walsh, Ginger Hardwick were
reelected to the school board along with
former member Eileen Satkin. They were
unopposed in their quests. The school tax
levy was also passed by voters.

Assistant Superintendent of Curricu-
lum and Instruction since 1977, Dr. David
J. Rock, and long-time Assistant
Westfield High School Principal George
Scott announced their retirements effec-
tive at the close of the school year.

They joined Assistant Superintendent
for Business Dr. Robert Rader and Assis-
tant Business Manager Jean Poquette,
who announced their retirements earlier
in the year.

The school board�s Policy Committee
recommended the district end its deseg-
regation plan as supported by Dr. Foley.

County Freeholders approved a con-
tract with a Jersey City firm to conduct a
study of a light rail system. The board
hopes to have the system in place within
three years.

May
Westfield postal worker Ramon H.

Juarez was credited with saving the life
of a 65-year-old South Plainfield man
who went unconscious after his heart
began to beat irregularly.

Over 500 people attended a Passport
to Education dinner-dance fundraiser for
the Westfield public schools technology
program. The event was held at the
Westfield National Guard Armory on
Rahway Avenue.

The Freeholders adopted $282.15 mil-
lion budget with the lowest tax levy,
$151.7 million, since 1994.

The Westfield �Y� held its 75th an-
nual meeting at The Westwood in
Garwood. �Y� board Vice Chairwoman
Carolyn Fleder received the annual
Golden Volunteer Award, the highlight
of the evening.

The Freeholders authorized a new grant
program for towns along NJ Transit�s
Raritan Valley commuter train line to
conduct economic development studies.

County GOP Chairman Frank X.
McDermott of Westfield unveiled a pro-
posal to create Freeholder districts in an
effort to �ensure two-party government� in
the county, thus ending the 9-0 Democrat
majority on the board. The board also
would be reduced from nine to seven mem-
bers with one of those spots an at-large seat.

Jesse Sayegh, the new owner of the
Rialto Theatre, unveiled a newly reno-
vated and expanded theater during a
ribbon-cutting ceremony. The theater was
expanded to six screens with a capacity
for a combined 1,000 patrons. The total
cost of the renovations was $750,000.

The council�s Transportation, Parking
and Traffic Committee began a series of
public forums for input on improving the
downtown parking situation.

The Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission unveiled its first owned
facility, the former Commerce Clearing-
house Building on Lamberts Mill Road
in Westfield, for the new home of
Beadleston High School and Westlake
Elementary School for physically-handi-
capped students.

Police officials announced an investi-
gation was underway into a spree of
automobile burglaries. Two juveniles,
aged 15 and 16, were later arrested.

Union County College officials un-
veiled plans for a $16.5 million expan-
sion of its Elizabeth campus. Half the
funding would be returned to the county
through state funding.

Union County received a $5 million
Welfare-to-Work Federal grant, one of
only two awarded in the state and 49
nationally out of 600 applications. The
county program is to focus on the 500 most
difficult to employ Welfare recipients.

June
Mr. McDermott narrowly won reelec-

tion to his County GOP Chairman post
for another two years, defeating Anthony
Di Giovanni of Union by 29 votes.

Charles Soriano announced his decision
to leave Westfield High School after seven
years as an English teacher and advisor to
the school paper, Hi�s Eye. He accepted a
position as Chairman of the Bernards High
School English Department.

Vandals damaged one of the baseball
fields at Gumbert Park by cutting the
word �Cranford� into the field. In addi-
tion, two portable toilets were burned to
the ground.

A series of classic car shows on Quimby
Street, sponsored by the Chamber of
Commerce, began.

Mayor Jardim said the council was
headed toward the same type of po-
litical �cancer� and �slash and burn
politics� demonstrated in the nation�s
Capitol, a reference to the impeach-
ment proceedings against President
Bill Clinton.

Republicans had said last week
that their concern was of a potential
conflict of interest, since Bollinger
Fowler represents not only Westfield�s
insurance interests but also that of
the Surburban Joint Insurance Fund,
of which Westfield is a member.

The JIF, as it is referred to, consists
of nine towns which operate as an
insurance pool to save municipali-
ties money on workers� compensa-
tion and liability insurance. The town
is currently assessed $635,000 for its
membership, with the risk manager
receiving 6 percent of the municipal
assessment.

Mr. Lefevre said he did not see a
conflict, noting that he personally
does not handle Westfield�s insur-
ance matters for the JIF.

Several individuals came out in
support of Mr. Lefevre, including
former Republican Councilman Jubb
Corbet of Colonial Avenue, and
former Democratic mayoral con-
tender Carolyn Klinger-Kueter of St.
Mark�s Avenue. Ms. Keuter ran un-
successfully against Mr. Frigerio for
Mayor in the 1980s.

Ms. Klinger-Kueter said her belief
is that the appointment �shouldn�t be
a partisan thing.�

Mr. Corbet, who served as Finance
Committee Chairman for six years
during his days on the governing
body, recalled council discussion on
the same issue back in 1991.

It was that year when AGA was
terminated by Pearsall &
Frankenbach Inc. as a secondary in-
surance agent for the town. AGA
submitted the bid directly to the town
rather than gong through Pearsall.

Mr. Lefevre said AGA wanted to
be the insurance agent of record, and
thus Pearsall could no longer work
with the firm.

Mr. Lefevre said AGA refused to
submit a bid from Continental Insur-
ance to Pearsall as the town�s agent
of record.

Mr. Corbet supported Mr. Lefevre
at that point, noting that at the time,
the town received national commen-
dation as one the 19 best financially
run towns in the country.

He attributed that success to Mr.
Lefevre, as well as other officials,
noting that, �when it came down to
it, this (Mr. Lefevre) was my guy� to
handle the town�s insurance matters.

Council Republicans, who hold the
majority on the governing body, have
indicated they are not pleased with
the overall process by Democrats to
fill vacancies on boards and commis-
sions as well as for town officials.

The Mayor said his proposed ap-
pointments this year were done for
�continuity and nothing else.�

He said he would like to fill slots
currently held by officials in acting
roles with permanent replacements.

One area Republicans said was a
concern was that Bollinger Fowler,
which has changed names over the
years, was no longer located in
Westfield, while AGA is in town.

Mr. Lefevre said his firm moved a
few years ago to a larger office in
Short Hills. AGA is located on Grove
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AGA Appointed as Agent
Following Party Line Vote

Street.
Democratic Third Ward Council-

man John J. Walsh charged that if
appointed, AGA might use revenues
associated with the position for Re-
publican interests. During question-
ing from Democrats, Mr. Lefevre
said neither he nor Bollinger Fowler
had ever made contributions to either
political party in town.

Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein called that claim
that funds might now go to support
Republican campaign efforts �outra-
geous.�

�This (the appointment of the risk
manager) is politics, Jack. I can�t
believe you are so shocked, but I also
can�t believe you (referring to the
Democrats� press release) are also
making an accusation that $40,000
is going to be used to fund the Repub-
lican campaign next year.�

Councilman Walsh warned Repub-
licans that appointing AGA was, in
effect, �opening a Pandora�s Box.�
He said the removal of Bollinger will
forever make the appointment politi-
cal.

�You (Republicans) are throwing
away something very precious at a
very small price,� Councilman Walsh
stated.

In realizing that the Democrats
could not stop the defeat of the
Bollinger Fowler appointment,
Mayor Jardim asked Republicans to
allow other insurance risk managers
to be considered by the council for
the opening.

Republican Second Ward Coun-
cilman Matthew P. Albano said he
wanted to move the process along to
assure the insurance risk manager
appointment was made in December
in keeping with a council tradition.

Just last week, however, Republi-
cans stated that they wanted to delay
the appointment until the January
appointments were officially put be-
fore the council for a vote.

Upon learning of his firm�s ap-
pointment, Mr. Frigerio said AGA�s
business record �speaks for itself,�
adding �we will do our best for the
town.� He said the firm works hard to
cut premiums by looking for the best
rates available in the insurance mar-
ketplace.

AGA was the subject of a State
Department of Insurance investiga-
tion in 1988. The department inquiry
whether AGA was allowed to earn
interest on insurance premiums be-
ing held for transmittal to an insur-
ance company.

Noting that there were no such
provisions against such an action,
the department determined, �there
does not appear to be any violation of
the New Jersey insurance laws� by
AGA�s handling of the county�s in-
surance premiums at the time.

Insurance trust account funds can
be placed in interest bearing accounts
and retain the interest provided that
the principal, town or county, has
given written authorization, the re-
port found.

A 1991 report issued by the Union
County Prosecutor�s Office was criti-
cal of the method the county has used
to retain insurance consultants. While
the report found no irregularities, it
did question a system which allowed
for significant profits by AGA and
other agents through commissions
without notice to the public.

Workshop for the Arts
Welcomes New Members

WESTFIELD � The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts has welcomed
new staff members to its faculty of
instructors.

Anne Marie Pandolfo will use her
guitar playing skills for the Tots �N�
Arts Program. She helps youngsters
with motor coordination and rhythm
with her sing-along format.

Stephen Shevlino, pianist, has per-
formed as a soloist in chamber en-
sembles and as an accompaniest
throughout the Metropolitan area.

Adam Niewood, a woodwind player
who started playing at the age of nine,

has performed with Buddy Rich, Chuck
Mangione, Simon and Garfunkel, and
Liza Minelli.

Orlando Wells will teach violin and
viola. He has performed with the Sum-
mit Symphony, the Montclair Chamber
Orchestra, St. Peter by the Sea, the Out
of Town Quartet and the Murray Hill
Trio.

Jeanne Jaubert, cello instructor at the
Workshop since 1994, recently won a
position with the Louisiana Philhar-
monic. She will be replaced by Wayne
Smith.

Mr. Smith, an instructor of violon-
cello and piano, also teaches music
theory and music history. He repre-
sented New Jersey at the Kennedy Cen-
ter for State Days.

Maureen Monroe will be a singing
instructor at the Workshop of the Arts.
She holds a Master of Music degree
from the New England Conservatory of
Music. She has also performed several
operatic parts.

Clarissa E. Nolde, a flutist, has stud-
ied at Juilliard and the Northwestern
University School of Music. She has
played the piccolo with the Orquesta
Sinfonica de Galicia in Spain.

Tax Collector�s Office
Open December 31
The Office of the Tax Collector

will be open on Thursday, Decem-
ber 31, from 8:30 to 11 a.m.

Any taxes collected after 12 p.m.
will be applied as January 1999
payments.

There will be no exceptions.
Westfield auditors have required
that the 1998 records be closed at
that time.

Woman�s Club Property Sale
Among Top Issues of 1998


