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Senator DiFrancesco
Reveals High-Tech

Child-Find Initiative
By SONIA V. OWCHARIW

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

During a press conference De-
cember 10 in Trenton, State Senate
President Donald T. DiFrancesco
announced a $3.5 million state-
wide initiative to help locate lost or
abducted children within minutes
of their disappearance.

The program, known as TRAK
(Technology to Recover Abducted
Kids) has been made possible
through the use of computer hard-
ware and software developed by a
California non-profit group, Social
Tech Incorporated.

The TRAK system has already
saved abducted children in Califor-
nia, according to Senator
DiFrancesco. �The TRAK system
is a proven life-saver, and I would
like to see it implemented state-
wide to ensure that New Jersey is
on the cutting edge of technology,�
he said.

�This legislation will allow us to
create an entire network of child-
searchers, from police departments
to the media, and from bus termi-
nals to airports and train stations, in
an all-out effort to locate the miss-
ing child,� the Senator continued.

Today, most police departments
around the country rely upon
manual faxes and copy machines to
make fliers for distribution when a
child is reported to be missing.

However, according to police of-
ficials, it is within the first minutes
after a child has been abducted that
information, statistics, and photo-
graphs are especially critical in
tracking a missing youngster.

The TRAK computer system elec-
tronically distributes high quality
faxes featuring a color photograph
of the missing child.

�Thanks to the leadership of Sen-
ate President DiFrancesco, this leg-
islation, once passed, will make it
possible to place TRAK systems in
police departments statewide, ef-
fectively putting a high-tech drag-
net in place for the abductor and
victim,� said Ernie Allen, Presi-
dent of the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children.

TRAK conducted field testing in
San Mateo County, California in
January of 1996, shortly after the
abduction and murder of Polly
Klass, and it has already been cred-
ited with the safe recovery of three
abducted children. The system has
been installed in Bernardsville.

The initiative would be the most
comprehensive effort yet to equip
state police and every local police
department with this technology.
The funds would be provided
through surplus in the Operation
Safe and Secure Communities Pro-
gram established in 1993.

For the fiscal year 1998, the Of-
fice of Legislative Services has de-
termined that the program had $10
million in surplus funds.

�This system places a premium
on speed and efficiency, made pos-
sible through the use of easy-to-use
software and the combined efforts
of law enforcement and the com-
munity at-large,� said Mr.
DiFrancesco.

�We owe it to our children to
make this investment in their
safety,� he concluded.

Also joining Senator DiFrancesco
at the press conference were Wayne
J. Forrest, Somerset County Pros-
ecutor; Lieutenant Kevin Valentine
of the Bernardsville Police Depart-
ment, and Robert S. Asquith, Presi-
dent of Social Tech Incorporated.

THANK YOU BREAKFAST�Freeholder Lewis Mingo, Jr., pictured at left,
thanks all the Union County employees who worked at the Jersey Jazz by the Lake
Festival in September. The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders and
County Manager Michael Lapolla sponsored a breakfast to thank the employees,
during which officials told those present that the festival would not have been a
success without the hard work of each and every employee.

Freeholders Thank Employees
For Success of Jersey Jazz

The Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and County
Manager Michael Lapolla held
a special thank you breakfast
f o r  c o u n t y  e m p l o y e e s  w h o
helped to make the Jersey Jazz
by the Lake Festival in Septem-
ber a success.

�The Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers applauds the hard work that 65
Union County employees per-
formed. I know the many details
that the freeholders had to take
care of to bring the jazz festival to
reality, but it wouldn�t have be-
come a reality, if not for all of our
employees,� said Freeholder Lewis
Mingo Jr.

While Lionel Hampton and the
Bernard Purdie All Stars played
jazz, county employees worked as
ticket sellers and takers; manned

the information booth and VIP re-
ception area, and acted as stage
managers.

They also performed maintenance
duties, provided security and saw
to traffic assistance and general
organizational needs.

�When the board decided to bring
this exceptionally popular form of
music to the public, we hoped that
people would enjoy it,� Freeholder
Mingo stated.

�They let us know that they cer-
tainly did. In response to their posi-
tive reactions, we are planning a
festival again, next September,� he
continued.

�I hope that everyone who at-
tended the last Jersey Jazz by the
Lake will spread the word and bring
their friends next time,� Freeholder
Mingo concluded.

County to Co-Host Conference
On Cultural Arts Tourism

The Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs and
the Middlesex County Cultural and
Heritage Commission will sponsor a
conference on cultural tourism on
Saturday, January 9, from 8:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the College Center of
Middlesex County College, 155 Mill
Road in Edison.

�The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders is delighted that two
major county cultural agencies are
collaborating to bring this important
message to the outstanding arts and
historical groups in central New Jer-
sey,� said Freeholder Mary Ruotolo,
Liaison to the Cultural and Heritage
Programs Advisory Board.

�Union County is fast becoming a
destination for day trippers and this
information will help us spread the
word about our cultural sites,� Mrs.
Ruotolo added.

Four professionals who are versed
in the concept of cultural tourism
will attend the conference. They will
offer information to help participants
understand how to develop new ideas
for promoting local arts and cultural
events through collaborations, part-
nerships and innovative program-
ming.

Paul Tyler, Deputy Director for the
Virginia Commission for the Arts,
will use successful campaigns done
in his home state to illustrate the
basic philosophy of cultural tourism
and the benefits to local groups.

Donna Bakelaar, Deputy Director
for the New Jersey Division of Travel
and Tourism, will discuss statewide
tourism campaigns and how to be-

come a part of them. Janet Wolfe,
Director of the New Jersey Coastal
Heritage Trail, will draw upon her
experience with that project to high-
light development of a campaign
strategy, identifying resources, and
the expected results of a cultural tour-
ism campaign.

Dr. Guy C. McCombs, President of
Third Power Development, Inc., will
address marketing for small institu-
tions with an emphasis on how to
determine market feasibility, as well
as strategies for marketing to a di-
verse audience.

Pre-registration is required and
must be accompanied by a $7.50 fee,
made payable to Treasurer, Middlesex
County. Coffee and refreshments will
be included. No refunds of registra-
tion fees will be given after Decem-
ber 31.

Funding for the conference has
been provided in part through a grant
from the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts/Department of State and
the Middlesex County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders.

The conference site is fully acces-
sible, and the conference brochure is
printed in large type and available in
Braille. A sign language interpreter
is available, if notification of need is
made two weeks in advance.

For registration, information or to
receive a brochure on the conference,
please contact the Union County Di-
vision of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth,
07202; (908) 558-2550. Hearing
impaired persons may call (800) 852-
7899.

At John�s Meat Market

389 Park Avenue � Scotch Plains
(908) 322-7126

We Stand Behind
What We Sell

Est 1939
John � Nick � Vinnie

Free Range
Chicken

John E. Mullins, Jr., D.M.D.
New Jersey Specialty #5079

is pleased to announce
 the opening of his new office

 to provide you with the highest
quality care in oral and
maxillofacial surgery

Te lephone
(908) 490-0560

567 Park Ave, Suite 104
Scotch Plains

5% Off Any Dinner Seating
5:00 - 6:00pm, Monday thru Friday

By Dining &By Dining &By Dining &By Dining &By Dining &
EntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainment

✰✰✰✰

Now Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pmNow Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pmNow Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pmNow Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pmNow Open for Lunch 11:30am to 2:00pm

Available for Private Parties

Now Taking Reservations for
New Year�s Eve

2 Seatings � 5:00-7:30 & 7:30-10

New Year�s Eve Excluded

We will be closing promptly at 10pm

Arrest in Fraud Case, Hiring of Administrator
Tops 1998 News in Borough of Mountainside

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor�s Note: The following is an
overview of some of the events and
issues which impacted the Borough
of Mountainside during the Year
1998.

*  *  *  *  *
At the Borough Council�s organi-

zational meeting in January, Coun-
cilmen Ronald W. Romak and Tho-
mas Perrotta were sworn in to new,
three-year terms. Many appointments
were also made early in the year,
including former Councilman Bart
A. Barre as the borough�s first ever
Public Defender.

John N. Post was re-appointed as
Borough Attorney. Also, Council-
man Keith C. Turner received unani-
mous approval as Council President,
and Councilman Paul Mirabelli was
named to the Mountainside Plan-
ning Board.

The council began looking for so-
lutions to solve traffic problems asso-
ciated with the Sony Theater on Route
22. The council proposed amending
a borough ordinance to open a drive-
way on the western part of the lot for
right-turns only in an effort to steer
all other exiting traffic onto the high-
way.

The council approved a contract
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment at a cost of just under
$20,000. The borough has had a con-
tract with Westfield since 1978.

Mountainside police helped collar
a suspect wanted in a sophisticated
fraud case aimed at doctors. Eusebio
Anthony Mendoza, 47, of Irvington,
was arrested at his home and charged
in the case whereby he allegedly cre-
ated phony records to gain access to
bank accounts of wealthy persons,
mainly doctors. Authorities said
Mendoza than wrote checks for thou-
sands of dollars on the identities of
the doctors accounts he had gained
access.

Dr. Gerard A. Schaller, who, as the
district�s first Chief School Admin-
istrator, acts as both Superintendent
of Schools and Deerfield School Prin-
cipal, spoke with The Leader last
April concerning the proposed 1998-
1999 school budget.

He said he felt very positive about
the spending plan, noting it addressed
educational and facilities needs. The
$7,757,199 package was passed by
voters on April 21.

The three uncontested seats were
filled on the Board of Education.
School Board President Patricia
Taeschler, who received 494 votes in
the school board election, has been
serving on the board since 1992.

Sally Rivieccio, who has been on
the board since 1995, garnered 492
votes, and Richard Kress, who has
served since 1989, received 459 votes.

Dr. Schaller talked about the
district�s new �Strategic Plan,� which
is currently ongoing and was put in
place to review the district�s mission,
goals and objectives. The committee
which developed the plan includes
teachers, parents, citizens, and mem-
bers of the Board of Education.

The Borough Council adopted a
$7,168,081 municipal budget for
1998, which brought no tax increase
for municipal services.

This year�s spending plan reflected

a 39-point drop in the municipal
portion of residents� tax bills. It fol-
lowed a budgetary increase of 39
points the previous year, when
Mountainside, along with five other
towns, had to make one final pay-
ment to the now-disbanded regional
school system.

Borough Administrator Gregory
Bonin began working for the munici-
pality in May. He is currently work-
ing towards a master�s degree in
public administration. Prior to this,
Mr. Bonin worked as the Borough
Clerk and Assistant Administrator
in Hillsboro.

Also in May, Joseph Komich, who
served as Mayor of Mountainside
from 1957 to 1960, died at age 91. He
was a civil engineer and, according
to Mayor Viglianti, �was an asset to
the history of the community.�

In June, members of the
Mountainside Republican Club�s
Dinner-Dance Committee were busy
making plans for October�s dinner
dance honoring State Senate Presi-
dent Donald T. DiFrancesco. Mr.
DiFrancesco represents the 22nd
Legislative District.

The dinner-dance was held at The
Berkeley Plaza in Berkeley Heights.
Key members of the Planning Com-
mittee included Dona Osieja and Dr.
Marilyn Hart.

Also, Lieutenant James Debbie, Jr.
was sworn in June as the new Police
Chief of Mountainside. His wife, Pat,
stood by his side as Councilman
Romak administered the oath of of-
fice. Chief Debbie has served on the
borough�s police force for 27 years.

In July, Mountainside mourned the
loss of Bill Van Blarcom. Mr. Van
Blarcom was the borough�s rescue
squad Treasurer for 24 years. He was
also a former Councilman.

The summer months brought on a
pivotal series of meetings between
the Mayor and council and all emer-
gency service volunteers and person-
nel, to discuss the ongoing problem
of a shortage of daytime volunteers.

According to the Mayor, the res-
cue squad has the lowest number of
daytime volunteers among all the
emergency service units.

In an effort to recruit new volun-
teers, the rescue squad held an open
house in August, and also ran a series
of videos on the municipality�s local
cable television access station, Chan-
nel 35. The squad�s open house fo-
cused on strategies, such as the vid-
eos, to acquire new volunteers to
cover daytime shifts.

In addition, a plaque was dedi-
cated during the open house in
memory of Mr. Van Blarcom in rec-
ognition of his long-time service to
the squad. The open house brought
out many citizens, a few of whom
filled out applications for member-
ship on the squad.

However, to address the immedi-
ate needs of the borough, two police
officers were assigned to help the
rescue squad respond to calls. Officer
Donald Amburg is trained as an
Emergency Medical Technician, and
Sergeant Richard Weigel is a full-
time paramedic.

The council also approved the ap-
pointment of Administrative Assis-
tant Heather Theissen, a trained
Emergency Services Technician. In

addition to helping with paperwork,
she is also available to respond to
squad calls.

Once the new school year began,
Deerfield Elementary School students
enjoyed improvements made to the
building, which included a refur-
bished gymnasium floor, a newly-
revamped industrial arts program,
and a new science lab.

Also, John Perrin, a 20-year resi-
dent of Mountainside and an archi-
tect for The Henderson Design Firm
in Somerville, was sworn in as the
newest member of the Board of Edu-
cation.

Mr. Perrin took the place of Linda
Schneider, who served on the Board
of Education for 18 years. Mrs.
Schneider resigned from the school
board August 26 because she and her
family were moving to Watchung.

In October, the dinner dance hon-
oring Senator DiFrancesco was held
at the Berkeley Plaza.

Also, Dr. Schaller and Deerfield
Guidance Counselor Barbara
Komoroski, reported that the results
from the IOWA Test of Basic Skills,
administered to students in April,
were above average, with scores fall-
ing between the 89th to 99th percen-
tile for their grade.

In November, the borough was one
of the first to utilize the county�s new
electronic voting machines in the
General Election. Republican Coun-
cilman Werner C. Schon, who re-
ceived 1,226 votes, and runningmate
Glen Mortimer, with 1,242 votes,
captured the two open seats on the
Borough Council.

They had been opposed by Demo-
crats Michael Krasner, who received
916 votes, and Steve Brociner, who
took 886 votes. To date, a Democrat

has never held a seat on the council.
Also in the fall, 15-year

Mountainside resident Thomas Lyons
was appointed by Governor Chris-
tine Todd Whitman and confirmed
by the New Jersey State Senate to
become a Superior Court Judge in the
Family Division in Elizabeth.

The official opening of the Com-
munity Room, located on the second
floor of Borough Hall, happened late
in the year, as it was used for pre-
school holiday parties and senior fit-
ness classes.

Also, former Councilman Barre
was named the 15th recipient of the
Mabel Young Good Neighbor Award
for his many contributions through-
out the years to the borough. In addi-
tion to his role as Public Defender,
Mr. Barre has his own law firm in
Mountainside.

In December, the Mountainside
Council approved an ordinance on
second reading to make the borough
a part of the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority (RVSA) District.

The bond ordinance of $300,000,
which was also passed in December,
will give Mountainside representa-
tion on the RVSA. For the past two
years, Mountainside has been pur-
chasing its flow rights through the
Township of Cranford.

Also in December, Councilman
David M. Hart retired after serving
six years on the council. During those
years, Councilman Hart acted as a
Liaison to Children�s Specialized
Hospital, the Mountainside Free Pub-
lic Library and the borough�s Board
of Education.

He resides in Mountainside with
his wife, Dr. Marilyn Hart, who also
served 12 years on the governing
body.


