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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

KIVETZ CRANKS, FRIEDMAN TILTS, TEZUCAR CORKS

Blue Devil Wrestlers Devour
Cranford Cougars, 62-24

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School wrestling
team evened its dual meet record to 4-4 by
caging the nearby Cougars 62-24 in
Westfield on January 28. The Blue Devils
wrapped the match up by winning nearly
all of the middleweight bouts.

Mike Sawicki of the Blue Devils told the
tale of doom for the Cougars by pulling off
a shocking victory over Dan Genovese at
the 103-pound class. For nearly the entire
bout, Genovese had the best of Sawicki
until he got high on a pinning combination
and was rolled to his back and quickly
pinned by Sawicki in 5:24.

Cougar Adam Sylvester tied the team
score, 6-6, when he ended a back-and-
forth battle with Dan Sawicki at 112,
clamping him for the fall just before the
end of the first period. The Cougars re-
ceived a forfeit at 119 to take a 12-6 lead.

Now the Blue Devils ruled. At 125,
senior Dann Todd nailed Cougar Florio
Hawkins with a flurry of furious moves.
Todd tallied four takedowns, two near falls
and a reversal to record a 16-1 technical fall
in 5:11. Next, senior Jeff Kivetz at 130 put
the Blue Devils ahead 17-12, after punish-

ing Mike Carbone with a single-leg
takedown and a double-leg grapevine pin-
ning combination, turned him for good with
a slide arm bar and a chin hook in 2:40.

At 135, Blue Devil Francisco Vasquez
fired into James Seeman, scoring two quick
takedowns and a near fall to take a 6-3 lead
at the end of the first period. In the second
period, after giving up a takedown, Vasquez
added a reversal, however, Seeman soon
escaped, caught him with a lateral drop,
then pinned Vasquez in 2:59.

Nick Friedman was sharp at 140, as he
cooled off Cougar Chris Symanski with a
fireman’s takedown, then seared him with
two near falls via hooked-arm bar tilting
maneuver, all in the first period. Friedman
continued applying the heat by adding an
escape, a duck under takedown and an-
other tilting near fall prior to putting out
Symanski’s fire with a grapevine and a
Jacob’s hook pinning combination in 3:12.

With the score now 23-18 in favor of the
Blue Devils, 152-pounder Onur Tezucar
decided to add a cushion. Within seven
seconds Tezucar trampled Travis Raftree
with a double-leg takedown, then cranked
him with a corkscrew pinning maneuver by
the time :21 ticked off the clock.

At 152, Mike Kivetz gave the fans their
money’s worth by sitting on the high side
of a 17-13 decision over Cougar Bill
Bennett. Kivetz scored on a takedown,
three reversals and three near falls while
Bennett scored four reversals and two
near falls.

Tom Hanscom at 160 boosted the Blue
Devils’ lead to 38-18 after ripping Rob
Enriquez with a lateral drop and flattening
him in 1:01. Next, Mike Baly at 171 and
Richard Hatfield at 189, both seniors,
received forfeits to put the match in the
Blue Devils’ hands.

Rugged 215-pound Cougar Pat Ekstrom
improved his record to 14-1 by smother-
ing Brian Williams in :14. The Cougars
forfeited the heavyweight bout by opting
not to wrestle state third-place medalist
Nik Fekete.

WEIGHT BREAKDOWN:
103: — Mike Sawicki (W) p. Dan
Genovese, 5:24
112: — Adam Sylvester (C.) p. Dan
Sawicki, 1:58
119: — Rob Verhoeven (C.) won by
forfeit
125: — Dan Todd (W) tf Florio Hawkins,
16-1, 5:00
130: — Jeff Kivetz (W) p. Mike Carbone, 2:40
135: — James Seeman (C.) p. Francisco
Vasquez, 2:59
140: — Nick Friedman (W) p. Chris
Syzmanski, 3:12
145: — Onur Tezucar (W) p. Travis
Raftree, :21
152: — Mike Kivetz (W) d. Bill Bennett,
17-13
160: — Tom Hanscom (W) p. Rob
Enriquez, 1:01
171: — Mike Baly (W) won by forfeit
189: — Rich Hatfield (W) won by forfeit
215: — Pat Ekstrom (C.) p. Brian Will-
iams, :14
Hwt: — Nick Clark (W) won by forfeit

Westfield Devil Icemen Slip
Beneath Summit and TRN
By ANDREW CAMBRIA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coming off of a difficult 6-2 loss to
Summit on January 27, the Westfield
High School ice hockey team suited up
again on January 28 to battle Toms
River North. The Blue Devils dropped
to a 10-8 record, as they were defeated
by a score of 7-5.

The Blue Devils underwent a series of
lineup changes, which included Eric Lund
getting his second start in goal. Lund, a
junior, who got a late start to his season

because of a knee injury, filled in for
starting goalie Brian Garrison, who was
out with an injured thumb.

As for the other lineup changes, Blue
Devil Head Coach Brian LaFontaine
shuffled things up on the forward and
defensive lines. LaFontaine’s adjust-
ments proved to help the team, as the
Blue Devils generated more offense
against Toms River North.

The old first line of Ronnie Kashlak,
Josh Falcone and Brandon Kape got
switched to Kashlak, Kape and Mike

Byrd, the newcomer from Canada who
lived just inside the Arctic Circle. Byrd,
who often ice skated to school in Canada,
was able to help the first line produce
points. The second line was changed to
Falcone, Brendon Hickey and Eric
Schoenburg. Hickey and Schoenburg
moved up from defense, and Brad Schwartz
dropped back to defense.

When asked about the team’s play in
the last two games, Kashlak said, “Tues-
day night against Summit, we were totally
flat. Against Toms River North we came
out physical and simply played better.
Compared to Tuesday night, we played a
better game.”

The Blue Devils started strong against
Toms River North, as freshman standout
Brandon Kape worked through the de-
fense for a breakaway. While charging
the net, Kape was being taken down, but
managed to make a sensational behind-
the-back pass to find Kashlak in the
slot, who fired in the first goal of the
night. Toms River North answered im-
mediately with three unanswered goals
to make the score 3-1 at the end of the
first period.

Fifty-two seconds into the second
period, Toms River North netted their
fourth goal. The Blue Devils then picked
up a power-play goal scored by Kashlak.
Each team notched one more goal apiece,
to make the score 5-3, with one period
left to play.

The Blue Devils went down, 6-3, but
refused to give up, as Kape assisted
Kashlak for two goals, closing the score
to 6-5. The Blue Devils played great
hockey to keep the game close for most
of the period.

With one minute remaining, goalie
Eric Lund was pulled to get an extra
skater on offense. Falcone was sent as
an extra skater, but the Blue Devils gave
up an empty-net goal and lost a 7-5
heartbreaker.

Kashlak said, “In terms of the play-
offs, lately our play has been suffering a
lot. If we want to make an impact on the
playoffs and achieve our goals, we need
to step up our play.”

BLUE DEVILS COME IN SIXTH

Raider Boys Grab 3rd
Place in County Track
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys’ track team ran its way to a
third-place finish and the Westfield High
School boys came in sixth in the Union
County Indoor Track and Field Champi-
onships held at the Dunn Center in Eliza-
beth on January 28. The Raiders totaled
49 points, and the Blue Devils totaled 18
in the championships which were won by
Elizabeth High School with 70.

Raider Karl Jennings ran away with a
first in the 60-yard high hurdles with a
time of :07.4, and teammates Blair Wood-
ward at :07.8 and Adam Bowser at :08
placed third and fifth, respectively.
Jennings at 6’4” and Bowser at 5’10” also
placed third and sixth, respectively, in the
high jump. Bowser also took fourth in the
440-yard run, with a time of :55.5.

Raider Lau’renn McDaniel zipped
across the finish line in :06.7, to take third

in the 60-yard dash. Anthony Davis of
Plainfield grabbed first in the event at :06.4.

The Raider one-mile relay team of
McDaniel, Dan Harrison, Ben Lee and
Jennings grabbed third with a time of 3:45,
and the Blue Devil foursome of Steve Den-
nis, Dave Geissler, Seth Augenstein and Bill
Zacher snagged fifth with a time of 3:55.3.

Blue Devil Gordon Kaslusky placed sec-
ond at 10:33.4 in the two-mile run behind
Tim Styler of Cranford, who finished in
10:11.9. Kaslusky also seized fourth in the
mile run with a time of 4:45.9, and Raider
James Canterbury crossed at 4:52.9 to take
sixth. Styler won the event in 4:40.

Raider Dan Loomis shoved his way to
a fourth in the shot put with a toss of 45’5”,
and Blue Devil Greg Gorski pushed a sixth
at 44’1”. Frank Ianni and Mark Matthews
of the Blue Devils tied for sixth in the 880-
yard run with times of 2:12.6.

GEWIRTZ SINKS SEVEN 3-POINTERS

Knights Cagers Lance
Raider Boys, 62-57
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A different style of game was presented
by the Irvington High School boys’ bas-
ketball team to the Raiders and the strat-
egy worked, as the Blue Knights came
away with a 62-57 victory in Scotch
Plains on January 28. Rare outside shoot-
ing by Mario Porter, along with his usu-
ally superb inside shooting, marked the
demise of the Raider boys.

Irvington attempted to intimidate the
Raiders early, and were successful at hit-
ting some three pointers. Porter hit one of
his two three-point shots in the first
quarter against the Raiders’ zone defense.
The Raider offense started a little sluggish,
but kept within range, as the Knights took
a 16-12 first-quarter lead.

Offensively, the Raiders changed their
strategy early in the second quarter, when
they started scoring with quick inside
layups. Ben Martinez slicked through the
Knights’ defensive armor with a layup;
then Don Patterson followed suit with a
layup, and finally Jeff Feighner sliced in
for a layup.

Later in the second quarter, Dave
Gewirtz hit one of his three-point shots;

then Doug Bishop battled underneath,
grabbing two offensive rebounds in a row
before scoring himself. The Raiders had
outscored the Blue Knights, 17-14, to
narrow their lead to one by the half.

The Raiders, trying to catch up, just
could not figure out how to handle Porter,
especially in the final quarter when he
fired in 12 of his game-high 32 points.
Porter’s hot hand lifted the Blue Knights
to a 16-12 edge in the quarter.

Gewirtz hit an astounding seven three-
point shots to total 21 for the afternoon.
Feighner and Patterson scored 14 points
each, while Bishop and Martinez had four
points apiece. The Raiders slipped to 11-
3, while the Blue Knights jumped to 7-6.

Before the game, Head Coach Willie
Leonardi stated, “We plan to use a zone
defense against them to start. We may
switch to man-to-man later if needed.”
Also prior to the game, Leonardi related
his thoughts about Bishop. “He is the
unsung hero of the team because he is
known for his defensive skills instead of
his offense. He will stick like glue to the
toughest kid on the team.”
Irvington 16 14 16 16 62
Scotch Plns-Fnwd 12 17  16 12 57

FEIGHNER FIRES IN 11 POINTS

Raider Cagers Shock
Bloomfield Tech Girls
The charged up Raider girls’ basketball

team electrified the fans and jolted the
Bloomfield Tech High School girls with
only their second loss of the season by
shocking them 31-30 in Scotch Plains on
January 27. Senior Kate Vanderheyden
provided the final voltage by zapping a
free throw with :19 remaining in the game.

The Raiders held a 15-14 edge at the
half, and added two more points to their
lead by the end of the third quarter.
Bloomfield tech crept back to tie the game
in the final minute.

Katie Feighner led the Raiders with 11
points and Kate Vanderheyden hit for five
points, while Jeannie McCoy, Bianca Gray
and Christine Bowers added four points

apiece. Samantha Kanarek had three
points.

The Raiders improved to 4-10, while
Bloomfield Tech was knocked to 9-2.
Bloomfield Tech   7   7   6 10 30
Scotch Plns-Fnwd   8   7   8   8 31

Blue Devils, Raiders Rate
High on Swimming List

Several Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girl and boy swim-
mers have recorded times which rank
among the state’s highest. The Blue
Devil girls penetrated the Top Swim-
ming Performance list in three events,
and the Raider girls and boys were listed
in four events.

Brooke Smith of the Blue Devils re-
corded the fourth-best time in the 100-
yard breaststroke at 1:08.81, while the
foursome of Abby Coxson, Jesse Coxson,
Heidi Schoenemann and Smith ranked
among the highest in the 200-yard and
400-yard freestyle relays. The foursome
recorded the fourth-highest total of

3:49.59 in the 400 and recorded the fifth-
best time of 1:45.49 in the 200.

Raider Beth Tumelo turned in the fifth-
highest total in the one-meter dive at 198.76.
Dave Russ of the Raiders turned in the
sixth-best times in both the 50-yard
freestyle and the 100-yard freestyle with
respective times of :22.68 and :49.65.

The Raider 400-yard relay team of Steve
Berkowitz, Jeff Wagner, Charlie Rowe and
Ian Doebber recorded the third-best time in
the state with a total of 3:24.34.

As of February 1, the Westfield High
School girls’ swimming team has been ranked
second in the state by The Star-Ledger and
the boys have been ranked ninth.

Devil Cagers Rock
Rahway Boys

Lamont Turner nailed 14 of his 24
points in the second half, to lead the Blue
Devils over the Indians, 55-42, in Rahway
on January 27. Maurice Boatwright got all
nine of his points in the second half.

Pete Anzelone hit for 13; Greg Freisen
scored six; Dan Sabreen added two, and
Martin Seimoniet had one point.
Westfield (7-6) 12   7 17 19 55
Rahway (2-12)   9   9 11  13 42

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
READJUSTING HEADGEAR…Blue Devil 130-pounder Jeff
Kivetz, top, shows his consideration as he helps adjust Mike
Carbone’s headgear. Kivetz pinned Carbone in 2:40.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
CAPTURING A LEG…Blue Devil 125-pounder Dan Todd
slips under Cougar Florio Hawkins, captures his leg, then
gets the takedown. Todd also got the victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
LOOKING TO PASS TO MARTINEZ…Raider senior Don Patterson, center,
prepares to pass the basketball to teammate Ben Martinez during the game with
Irvington. The Blue Knights were on and defeated the Raiders 62-57 on January
29 in Scotch Plains. See additional picture on page 14.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLOCKING THE SHOT…Blue Devil junior Tom Langton, No. 50, palms the
ball and prevents an East Side player from shooting. Blue Devil Rob McCullam,
No. 15, also attempts to block the shot. Newark East Side defeated the Blue Devils
66-5 in Westfield on January 29. See additional picture on page 14.

RACING FOR THE PUCK… Senior forward Ian Wolkoff (No. 17 in dark uniform)
races an opponent for the puck, in last week’s game against Summit at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle Park. Despite their best efforts, Westfield lost, 6-2.

Kashlak Remains
Top Hockey Scorer

Westfield High School ice hockey
player remains as New Jersey’s leading
scoring ace as of February 2. Kashlak has
amassed 51 goals and contributed 25
assists for a total of 76 points. Team-
mate Brandon Kape also remains as one
of the top public high school leading
scorers. Kape has put in 16 goals and
added 22 assists for a total of 38 points.

DEADLINE NFO.DEADLINE NFO.DEADLINE NFO.DEADLINE NFO.DEADLINE NFO.
Sports deadlines are:

All sports that take place
during the week MUST be
submitted by FRIDAY, 4
P.M. Weekend sports
ONLY will be accepted
up till Noon on Monday.
Aritcles must be typed,
double spaced, upper
and lower case and no
longer than 1-1/2 pages.
NO EXCEPTIONS


