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Councilwoman Vernick
Initiates Investigation

On Newsbox Placement

SOURCE OF INVESTIGATION...Newspaper vending machines, shown here
at the entrance to Edwards supermarket on Elm Street, are the subject of an
investigation by Westfield Councilwoman Gail S. Vernick.

Westfield Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick, has initiated an investiga-
tion in response to inquiries made by
local residents about what she de-
scribed “the hazards presented by the
random placement of unregulated
newspaper boxes proliferating
throughout the community.”

“This (the investigation) is neces-
sary to determine if the Town of
Westfield could improve on the health
and safety issues involved,” said
Councilwoman Vernick.

In researching the problem, she
said it became clear that towns, such
as Ridgewood, Princeton and
Morristown, communities which are
similar to Westfield, have drawn or-
dinances “to help preserve the health
and safety of their citizens as they
relate to this issue.”

Mrs. Vernick, Chairwoman of the
Westfield Town Council Public Safety
Committee, has contacted the League
of Municipalities, as well as other
municipalities with ordinances regu-
lating newspaper boxes, to research
their handling of the placement,
maintenance, registration, fees and
other pertinent issues as they relate
to the boxes.

There are 27 municipalities within
the league which regulate newspaper
boxes.

Mrs. Vernick stated, “This prob-
lem has existed in Westfield for many

years and needs to be addressed.”
After presentation of her findings

to the town attorney and the Town
Council, Mrs. Vernick will turn her
findings over to the Downtown West-
field Corporation, the governing body
of the downtown special improve-
ment district, to assist them with
their street scape planning.

Squad Officers are Installed;
Captain Honored for Service

The 61st annual Installation Din-
ner of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
was held on January 3 at Snuffy’s
Pantagis Restaurant.

The evening began with a memo-
rial service, conducted by squad
Chaplain Bob Gurske, honoring all
the deceased members of the squad.

Mayor Joan Papen then adminis-
tered the oath of office to the newly
elected squad officers. They are: Presi-
dent, Daniel Sullivan; First Vice
President, Robert Speth; Second Vice
President, William McLaughlin; Sec-
retary, Jean Lozowski; Treasurer
Harold Hill, Jr. who also serves as
Captain of the squad, and Mr. Gurske
as Chaplain.

The others sworn in were First
Lieutenant Joanne Gurske; Second
Lieutenant Robert Foerster; Delegates
Joan Lozowski, Mr. McLaughlin and
Mr. Sullivan; Alternate Delegates
Maureen Barry, Mr. Foerster and
David Smith, and Trustees Brian
Cassidy, Edward Fiedler and Ernesto
Hernandez.

The highlight of the evening was
the presentation of awards to Cap-
tion Hill recognizing his 40th year of
service on the squad. Assemblyman
Alan M. Augustine presented him
with a joint resolution from the New
Jersey Senate and Assembly honor-
ing his service and commitment.

Mayor Papen, representing the
township council, expressed to Cap-
tain Hill the gratitude of the govern-
ing body and the township for his
example, leadership qualities and
efforts on behalf of the squad.

The Mayor also presented the Cap-
tain with a resolution from the coun-
cil. Mr. Sullivan presented him with
a certificate and a 40-year service pin
from the New Jersey First Aid Coun-
cil.

Captain Hill, a lifelong resident of
Scotch Plains, joined the squad in
April of 1958. Since that time, he has
answered over 10,500 emergency

calls and has served in many leader-
ship roles both on the administrative
and operational levels of the squad,
according to a squad spokeswoman.

He was awarded life membership
to the squad in 1983. Captain Hill
was recognized in the community as
“Volunteer of the Year” in 1991, and
in the same year received the Emer-
gency Care Award from the Knights
of Columbus.

Service awards were also presented
to several other squad members on
the occasion of their anniversaries.
Nick Wowchuck, a life member of
the squad, received an award for 25
years; Debbie Speth, 15 years; Joan
Lozowski, Carolyn Sorge and Tho-
mas Cassidy, 10 years; Bob Foerster,
Steve Wheeler, Melissa Kuchar and
Joe D’Albero, five years.

Family Genealogy Contest
To Be Meeting Highlight

A contest will be the highlight of
the Show-and-Tell meeting of the
Genealogical Society of the West
Fields on Thursday, February 19,
from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Program
Room of the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, 550 East Broad Street, in West-
field.

This is the second year of a format
for members to display charts of their
ancestors and descendants. Half the
participants will share their family
genealogy with the others, and mid-
way through the program, the two
groups will switch.

For those who still need the appro-
priate charts, copies of each are avail-
able in the Local History Room of the
Westfield Memorial Library.

Participants are encouraged to be-

gin early, fill out as much informa-
tion as possible, and bring the pa-
pers to the meeting, according to a
spokeswoman for the Genealogical
Society.

Previous winners and officers of
the Society are ineligible to partici-
pate in the contest, but they are en-
couraged to join in the activity, the
spokeswoman said.

The entry judged as the best will
win $5; second prize is $3. The deci-
sion of the judges will be final.

The public is invited to attend
the meeting at no charge, and re-
freshments will be served. Addi-
tional details about this meeting,
or about the Genealogical Society
of the West Fields, may be ob-
tained from Fred Bollinger, Presi-
dent, at (908) 232-6419.

Area Residents
Make Dean’s List
At Montclair State

Seven area residents are among
those students who were named to
the academic honors list for the fall
1997 semester at Montclair State
University in Upper Montclair.

To be eligible, a student must be
enrolled full time and have attained a
semester grade point average of 3.50
or better on a 4.0 scale.

The list includes the following stu-
dents: Andrea Oley, business admin-
istration; Timoty F. Stefanoski, the-
ater, and Denise A. Tuday, English,
all from Scotch Plains; Kristen Marie
Aquila, majoring in physical educa-
tion; Daniel J. Lampert, who has yet
to declare a major; Elaine Panza,
majoring in home economics, and
Daniel Matthew Savad, majoring in
chemistry, all from Westfield
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Joseph Velotti Among
‘Who’s Who’ Students
Joseph J. M. Velotti of Rahway, a

graduate of Holy Trinity School in
Westfield and a senior at Oratory
Prep School in Summit, has been
included in “Who’s Who Among
American High School Students.”

He plans on pursuing a career in
business management and account-
ing.

Joseph has been employed as a
camp counselor at The Christopher
Academy in Scotch Plains for the last
two years. Before that, he volun-
teered his time in the classroom and
as a counselor-in-training.

Joseph is the son of Joseph M. and
Margaret Roselli Velotti. He is the
grandson of Julius Roselli and Jo-
seph Velotti, and the great-grandson
of the late Harry Roselli.

Long Range Objective
Features $17.5 Million

In School Improvements
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In her Facilities Committee re-
port issued to the Westfield Board
of Education on February 3, Chair-
woman of the committee, Darielle
M. Walsh, unveiled the board’s
long-range facilities plan, which
spans the present school year
through 2002-2003.

Among the priorities on which
the plan is based, number one is
“safety,” said Mrs. Walsh. The
total anticipated expenditure for
Westfield’s elementary, interme-
diate and senior high school fa-
cilities and administrative of-
fices is $17,516,000 over the
next five years, with the bulk of
the funds being used during
1999-2000.

The issue of a bond referendum
is presently in discussion among
Finance and Facilities Committee
members.

“The first step is to identify what
amount we would have in a bond
referendum,” said Mrs. Walsh.

“These nine facilities are our
most important assets,” she added.
“It’s important to take care of
them.”

Board member Keith S. Hertell
pointed out that some of the
projects outlined in the new plan
were previously identified in the
1996-1997 facilities plan. He said
they would now cost an additional
$72,000 to complete, and urged
the board to implement the projects

as planned so as not to incur addi-
tional costs.

Total expenditures for 1998-
1999 are est imated to be
$2,062,000.

The biggest projects would take
place at Westfield High School (in-
cluding completion of re-roofing,
renovation of portable classrooms,
lavatory renovation and conver-
sion of shops into standard class-
room space); the Elm Street Ad-
ministrative Offices (renovations
to comply with fire, safety and
accessibility codes); Edison Inter-
mediate (electrical upgrade and
complet ion of re-roof ing);
Roosevelt Intermediate (electrical
distribution, upgrade of the stage
lighting and auditorium sound sys-
tem), and Franklin Elementary
(exterior renovation completion
and electrical distribution).

In other business, the board ap-
proved a series of personnel items,
including acceptance of the resig-
nation of Human Resources Secre-
tary Sheila Nichols.

Under new business, board mem-
ber Ginger Hardwick asked about
the possibility of re-broadcasting
board meetings more frequently,
and ensuring that, when shown,
the meetings are broadcast in their
entirety.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley asked Lorre Korecky,
Coordinator of School and Com-
munity Relations, to make arrange-
ments for a morning broadcast.


