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PROPOSAL FOR SIDEWALK CAFÉS UNDER DISCUSSION

Fanwood Council Anticipates
Budget Introduction in March;
Parking Ordinance Due Tonight

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council has
postponed introduction of its 1998
municipal budget while officials final-
ize which projects will be included
under capital expenditures, Adminis-
tration and Finance Committee Chair-
man William E. Populus, Jr. confirmed
on Monday.

The governing body had originally
hoped to introduce the budget at its
regular meeting tonight, Thursday,
February 12, almost a year to the day
that last year’s spending plan was
unveiled. Councilman Populus said
the target date for introduction of the
budget is now Thursday, March 12.

He predicted that the budget would
not represent a significant increase
over last year’s $5.5 million spending
plan, adding that it might even be
possible for the council to deliver
another flat budget this year.

The 1997 budget reflected a 0 per-

cent increase over the previous year
in the municipal portion of residents’
tax bills. It was achieved through re-
ceipt of a $254,000 state grant by the
borough for work which had been
done on two local streets.

Councilman Populus said that while
a similar grant would not be forthcom-
ing this year, he was “very optimistic
that we’ll have either a flat budget or
as close to a flat budget as possible.”
He explained that this would be ac-
complished through diligent cost-
cutting efforts.

Among some of the capital projects
being looked at by the governing body
are renovations to the historic Car-
riage House on Watson Road, pend-
ing improvements to the downtown
and a proposed vest pocket park in
the community, Councilman Populus
said.

In other business, two ordinances
are scheduled to be introduced to-
night. One will make permanent park-
ing rules along Madison Avenue
which were enacted on a temporary
basis last year to deal with vehicular
traffic in the vicinity of Elementary
School One.

Neighbors had expressed safety
concerns last year over people park-
ing and turning around on the resi-
dential street while dropping off and
picking up their children at the el-
ementary school, which is located
nearby on Willow Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

The ordinance would prohibit park-
ing, stopping or standing on the north
side of Madison Avenue between
Martine Avenue and Russell Road,
and on the south side of Madison
between Russell and Hunter Avenue,
weekdays between the hours of 8 and
9 a.m. and again between 2:30 and 3:30
p.m.

The second ordinance slated for
introduction tonight would amend
Chapter 56 of the Borough Code to
comply with state regulations regard-
ing the storage of explosive materials.

State regulations concerning explo-
sive materials supersede municipal
statutes, according to Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern, who said she did
not believe that any such materials are
currently stored in Fanwood.

Officials are also scheduled to vote
tonight on an ordinance related to the
council’s recent decision to consoli-
date the Fanwood Planning Board
and the Board of Adjustment into a
single municipal body.

Beginning last month, the Planning
Board assumed the duties of the now-
disbanded Board of Adjustment. The
ordinance defines the voting privi-
leges of the combined board’s 11
members, five of whom previously
served on the Board of Adjustment.

A highlight of tonight’s meeting is
expected to be the presentation of a
model of the Fanwood train station to
Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly and the
council by a representative of Micro
Mark.

Located in Berkeley Heights, Micro
Mark manufactures detailed, laser-cut
models based on architectural or en-
gineering plans which were used for
the actual buildings.

During the council’s February 4
agenda session, officials discussed a
proposal to allow restaurants to oper-
ate sidewalk cafés during the warm
weather months, as some establish-
ments already do in Westfield.

Several restaurants in Fanwood
have already expressed an interest in
having outdoor cafés, explained Coun-
cilwoman Karen M. Schurtz, who rec-
ommended that an ordinance be
drawn up permitting the proposal to
go forward.

Members of the governing body
observed that the ordinance would
need to address a number of issues
related to sidewalk cafés, including
location, fixtures such as umbrellas
on the tables, and whether these areas
could be enclosed.

Mrs. Schurtz commented that she
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

THREE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AWAIT ADDITION OF MODULAR CLASSROOMS

Rising Enrollment Not Surprising to Superintendent;
Effort to Find More Space for Classes Continues

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Editor’s Note: The following story
is the second part of a series of articles
regarding the increase in enrollment
in elementary schools in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district.

Today’s article features comments
from Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye regarding steps the
district is taking to maintain an ac-
ceptable class size while handling a
rise in enrollment caused by a recent
mini baby boom.

*  *  *  *  *
Increased enrollment in the south

side schools of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school system comes as no
surprise to Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Carol B. Choye.

One of her first objectives, when
she came to the district five years ago,
was to order an updated report on
projected enrollment and the ability of
existing facilities to handle that enroll-
ment.

“The pattern has been to know ex-
actly what space is available and
where,” she explained. “Our first pri-
ority is always instructional space.”

In 1993, with approval from the
Board of Education, Dr. Choye turned
to the community to create an Enroll-
ment and Facilities Planning Commit-
tee.

The committee of 20, chaired by
former Assistant Superintendent for
Business and Board Secretary Rich-
ard J. Marshall, held its first meeting in
June of that year.

The following April, the committee
submitted its report to the superinten-
dent. Projected increases in enroll-
ment were attributed to a “mini baby
boom” and new construction in the
community.

The report set forth five options for

dealing with increased enrollment.
Dr. Choye later drew from several of

these options to draft her own recom-
mendation to the board.

The committee report was crafted
with the following assumptions: the
district would maintain a high level of
instructional programs (educationally
sound and fiscally prudent), and
would provide for minimal movement
of students, while ensuring each
school’s continued reflection of the
community’s diversity.

In addition, any plan would aim to
keep costs down, and lay the founda-
tion for a cohesive approach to hous-

David B. Corbin for The Times
HONORING 40 YEARS OF HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING…Former Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Wrestling
Head Coach Mike Sorrentino, with microphone, relates the winning tradition of Raider wrestling to a packed gym, and
introduces three former New Jersey State Champion wrestlers. Pictured receiving recognition awards, left to right, are:
Harry Wochuk, Class of 1965; Steve Parker, Class of 1966, and Joe Landza receiving on behalf of his brother, Rudy Landza,
Class of 1967. Former Raider Wrestling Head Coaches Dom Deo, standing near the SPF sign, and Len Zanowicz, under
the exit sign, were also honored along with Coach Sorrentino for their outstanding achievements as coaches. The Raiders,
under Coaches Deo, Zanowicz and Sorrentino, have experienced several undefeated or once-defeated seasons. Before the
ceremonies, the fans were entertained with a fine display of wrestling from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Rahway youth
programs. The celebration of 40 Years of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Wrestling was held on February 6.

ing students in the future. This would
include efficiently utilizing existing
facilities and considering the poten-
tial for population growth.

The enrollment projection model
used by the committee was founded
on the Cohort Survival Technique,
which is based upon actual enroll-
ment data from the previous three to
five school years. In this district, Co-
hort has proven to be accurate within
2 percent of projections.

The committee also analyzed the
potential impact of nine housing de-
velopments that were underway at the
time of the study, 1993-1994, or pro-

posed for two to four years after that.
The committee determined that new

housing would account for an addi-
tional 95 students at Coles Elemen-
tary School beyond those accounted
for by demographic increases.

The committee report revealed that,
by 1996-1997, approximately 302 chil-
dren (age birth to 17 years) would come
from the new housing units. Across a
five-year span, it was determined that
every grade would be affected. One
third of that total, or 101 children, was
incorporated into elementary school
enrollment projections.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Legal Action Considered
To Force Disposal Firms
To Lower Garbage Bills

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

While private garbage haulers in
seven communities in Union County
are being criticized by the Chairman of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders for
not reducing garbage bills for their
customers, state officials are saying
in the spirit of competition that carters
are not obligated to pass on any sav-
ings.

These savings are the result of a 40
percent drop in disposal costs at the
county’s Resource Recovery Facility
– more commonly known as the incin-
erator – which is located in Rahway.

Disposal costs for the seven towns
combined were $241,000 last month
— down from $400,000 for January of
1997, according to estimates provided
by Daniel P. Sullivan, Chairman of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Mr. Sullivan has directed the office
of County Counsel to explore pos-
sible legal action against haulers who
refuse to pass along savings to resi-
dents.

“The Freeholder board hopes that
the pressure brought by their custom-
ers will force the haulers to do the right
thing and reduce their monthly
charge,” he said. “However, if they
don’t, we will take whatever action is
necessary to force them to do so.”

Edward M. Cornell, President of the
Waste Management Association,
Inc., a trade group representing haul-
ers, called Freeholder Sullivan’s com-
ments “wild threats.”

He said waste haulers are simply
being “cautious” on disposal bills at
this time, noting that many firms fear
they might be forced to take on a large
share of the remaining debt on incin-
erators.

Mr. Cornell estimated that Union
County debt on the Rahway incinera-
tor is $42 per ton. He noted, however,
that disposal costs and outstanding
incinerator debt should actually place
tipping fees at the county burner in
the neighborhood of $92 per ton.

The Union County Utilities Author-
ity has dropped tipping fees to $50 per

ton in an effort to keep the county’s
incinerator financially viable.

Freeholder Sullivan estimated that
disposal savings in 1998 should be
$509,267 in Westfield, $491,250 in
Scotch Plains, $163,150 in Fanwood
and $159,950 in Mountainside.

Costs on the average monthly gar-
bage bill for those persons residing in
the seven communities should have
dropped anywhere from $3.50 to $4.50
a month, according to officials.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil passed a resolution Tuesday night
indicating the township was not in-
terested in signing a quarter-century
contract with the utilities authority.

Fanwood’s governing body passed
a similar resolution in December. Bor-
ough officials said at the time that
since garbage collection is not in-
cluded in the municipal budget, they
could not direct haulers where to take
their cargos.

Westfield has yet to take any action
in this regard, although Mayor Tho-
mas C. Jardim and Third Ward Coun-
cilman Gregory S. McDermott both
have said the council is not interested
in a long-term contract with the UCUA.

Scotch Plains Councilman Martin
Marks said the Township Council is
more concerned about long-range
projections on disposal costs than
any current savings that have been
estimated by Freeholder Sullivan.

Union County Manager Michael J.
Lapolla told The Star Ledger that the
lower disposal fees were never meant
to be a “windfall” for private haulers.

Prior to the deregulation of the gar-
bage industry, private carters were
obligated to seek permission for rate
changes with the state.

Following the end of the state’s
system of regulated garbage collec-
tion, the Union County Utilities Au-
thority lowered garbage disposal fees
at the county incinerator in Rahway
from $83 to $50 a ton — a decline of 40
percent.

While the county is pressuring
haulers to lower their bills to consum-
ers, the state Bureau of Solid Waste

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

COUNCIL PURSUING PURCHASE OF FORMER ZOO PROPERTY

Scotch Plains Opts Not to Sign 25-Year Contract
With Utilities Authority to Dump at Burner

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Eight Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students joined forces with
the Scotch Plains Township Council
Tuesday during a televised meeting
of the governing body, and unani-
mously rejected a proposed 25-year
contract for garbage disposal with
the Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA).

The student partnership is part of
an annual “Youth in Government”
event designed to give the young
people a first-hand look at the work-
ings of municipal government.

DECA marketing students, serving
as Township Mayor and council mem-
bers, waded through parliamentary
procedure and the legalese of docu-
ments to reveal that elected officials
have serious concerns about the
agreement proposed by the UCUA.

The authority’s plan would spread
around $293 million worth of bond

debt on the Resource Recovery Facil-
ity in Rahway – otherwise known as
the incinerator — to Union County
municipalities.

Deregulation of the dumping in-
dustry has left the Rahway facility —
as well as other county-owned incin-
erators throughout the state — scram-
bling for garbage haulers’ dollars.

Scotch Plains is one of seven Union
County municipalities where residents
contract privately with garbage col-
lectors.

“We have serious concerns about
the ability to impose a commitment for
waste disposal services with the
UCUA on private haulers over which
the township has no contractual rela-
tionship,” according to the council’s
resolution.

They also question the “constitu-
tional validity” of a proposed tax-per-
ton included in the tipping fee. A
similar tax is being challenged in court
against the Passaic County Utilities

Authority by the City of Paterson.
Last week, Scotch Plains council

members endorsed a similar
Kenilworth resolution to reject the
UCUA financial bailout plan for the
incinerator.

Regulating which facility haulers
use to dump solid waste is a violation
of interstate commerce laws, accord-
ing to a court decision that came down
after county-owned incinerators were
built in the early 1990s.

State Assemblyman Alan M. Au-
gustine, who represents the 22nd
Legislative District that includes
Scotch Plains, said last week, “I still
believe today that the (incinerator) is
a very valuable asset to the county.

“I think the state has an obligation
to make sure none (of these facilities)
default on their bonds,” he contin-
ued.

Mr. Augustine added that the Union
County facility is fitted with environ-
mental safety mechanisms.

“It is a state-of-the-art facility,” he
said.

In other business, the council said
it would continue to pursue purchase
of the 6.5 acres of property formerly
occupied by the Scotch Plains Zoo.

Councilman William F. McClintock,
Jr., said he and Mayor Joan Papen had
met with the current owner of the
property, Warren real estate devel-
oper Mitchell Berlant, to discuss a
price.

Mr. Berlant reportedly paid $338,000
to owners Harold and Debra Kafka in
June of last year. He also reportedly
paid off a $355,000 mortgage on the
zoo property, held by previous own-
ers Frank and Louise Terry.

The zoo closed last year after the
Kafkas were denied necessary oper-
ating permits by the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Fish, Game and Wildlife. The
division claimed the couple failed to
correct multiple violations related to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30
• An employee of a Park Avenue phar-

macy, reported observing a person put
several items in his pocket and when
confronted refused to return them and left
in a Honda vehicle. Othe incident occurred
Friday evening.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2
• Arturo Escobar, age 30 of Plainfield

was arrested for driving while intoxicated
at approximately 12:45 a.m. on Terrill
Road.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
• A resident of Westfield Avenue re-

ported the theft of lingerie taken from a
backyard clothesline. The incident oc-
curred during late afternoon.

• A Stage House Village business, lo-
cated on Park Avenue, reported the theft

of a painting taken sometime during the
past several days.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5
• A patron of a steak house restaurant

located on Route 22, reported that some-
one had broken into his vehicle and had
taken the car stereo.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
• A fire in a garbage can was reported

Terrill Avenue nightclub at approximately
1:30 a.m. The fire was put out before the
Fire Department arrived. The fire ap-
peared to be accidentally set by a lit
cigarette.

• Corey T. Bolden, 18, of Irvington,
was arrested for possession of under 50
grams of marijuana pursuant to a traffic
stop on Route 22 at approximately 11
p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
• Police reported that someone broke

a window on a locked vehicle which was
parked at the south side Fanwood train
station and stole a jacket from inside.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
• David Hartpence, 19, of Plainfield

was arrested and charged with possession
of suspected cocaine on Terrill Road,
according to police.

Authorities said the suspect, who was
stopped by a police officer after leaving a

business, allegedly dropped a vial contain-
ing the suspected cocaine. Hartpence was
released on his own recognizance.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
• Concetto Morabito, 19, of Staten Is-

land was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of suspected cocaine and with driving
under the influence on Terrill Road at
Route No. 22, according to police. The
suspect, who was being held on $5,000
bail, was transported to the Union County
Jail.

RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE...Scotch Plains residents Liliana Torlucci,
Eileen Ricci and Susanne Spirko, were recently honored at Children’s Special-
ized Hospital’s (CSH) Staff Recognition Event for their years of service to the
hospital. Pictured, left to right, are: Ms. Torlucci, Ms. Ricci, and Ms. Spirko
being congratulated for five, 10, and 15 years of employment, respectively, by
CSH President Richard Ahlfeld.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

did not feel bistro-style tables
and chairs outside a restaurant
would be “intrusive” to pedestri-
ans making their way along the
sidewalk.

Council President Bruce H.
Walsh said he also would sup-
port such an ordinance, noting
that sidewalk cafés may even pro-
vide an incentive for local busi-
nesses to spruce up the exteriors
of their properties.

However, reservations were ex-
pressed by Councilman Populus,
who doubted there would be
enough sidewalk space to oper-
ate the cafés without interfering
with pedestrian traffic, particu-
larly on Martine Avenue. He noted
that trees which line the down-
town could also limit space avail-
ability.

Councilwoman Schurtz is ex-
pected to gather information on
the sidewalk café proposal, which
will likely be presented to the rest
of the governing body within the
next month, officials said.

Council Anticipates
Introducing Budget

Within a Month

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTEREnrichment Programs Help

Brighten Winter Months
Coles Elementary School in Scotch

Plains is once again sponsoring the
After-School Enrichment (ASE) Pro-
gram which offers students a change
in their usual after-school activities
during the winter months.

The program consists of weekly,
hour-long classes during the months
of January and February. Jacky
Roshansky and Ruth Berman will head
the program for the Parent-Teacher
Association this year.

Mrs. Roshansky reported that over
234 students have enrolled in the 22
classes that have been scheduled.
She has utilized over 51 volunteers to
teach the classes, mostly parents from
the school, along with a few commu-
nity volunteers.

Classes offered for the first time this

year include Jewelry Making and a
Lego block class. In addition, Storytime
for the youngest students reappeared
this year.

Returning favorites include Au-
thor! Author!, where the students write
and illustrate their own books; Classe
de Artiste, Dynamite Dinosaurs,
Stamp Collecting and American Girls.

Several craft classes and language
classes have been offered again this
year. Baby Sitter Certification is being
taught by nurses from the Visiting
Nurse Association. Dr. Pamela Duddy
returned again to teach “Caring For
Your Pet.”

In addition to organizing the pro-
gram, Mrs. Roshansky and Mrs.
Berman offered on-site baby-sitting
for the parents and other volunteers.

PUPPET SHOW…Students from the American Girl Class show off their
“Shadow Puppets,” one of the activities offered through the After-School
Enrichment Program at Coles Elementary School in Scotch Plains. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row, Kristen Spirko, Christina Woods and Kaye Fajardo;
back row, Gabrielle Berman, Mary Henkels, Magda Isack and Amanda
Dennelly.

VALUABLE DATA...Congressman Bob Franks, representing the Seventh
Congressional District, presents Pamela Barsam-Brown, left, of Scotch Plains,
President of the New Jersey Coalition Against Aircraft Noise (NJCAAN), with
technical data on flights taking off from Newark International Airport. The
meeting took place earlier this month at Mr. Franks’ Congressional District
Office in Union.

In the Enrollment and Facilities Plan-
ning Committee Report, and in the
superintendent’s subsequent reports
and recommendations to the board,
class size was (and continues to be)
a major consideration.

While the board does not have a
policy that dictates class sizes at the
various grade levels, Dr. Choye said,
“The board is very supportive of keep-
ing elementary class sizes, especially
at the primary level, under 25 (stu-
dents).”

Today, some fourth grade classes
hold 26 to 28 students, and those
classes receive aide support for two
and a half hours per day. At the middle
and high school level, class size
ranges from 20 to 30 students.

Dr. Choye cited the following ex-
ample from Coles Elementary School.
Just prior to the start of school on
September 3, 1997, it became clear
that both a first- and a fourth-grade
class would contain over 25 students.

“We chose to keep the first grade
numbers down by adding a teacher
(and a fifth section) and put an aide in
the fourth-grade class,” she ex-
plained.

Another consideration in assess-
ing the availability of space in district
facilities is how the use of that space
has changed through the years. Dr.
Choye offered several examples.
While there appears to be space for
four standard classrooms at the back
of Brunner Elementary School, one is
used for occupational therapy/physi-
cal therapy programs.

At Coles, the resource center for-
merly consisted of three separate
rooms. Now, resource teachers and
reading recovery teachers share their
respective space.

The superintendent added that
space at the schools must be avail-
able for child study team evaluations
of individual students within the spe-
cial education program.

The district’s changeover to its
present configuration was set in mo-
tion by the Enrollment and Facilities
Recommendation put forth by Dr.
Choye in November of 1994.

Projections based on actual enroll-
ment as of October 14, 1994 indicated
that, over five years, the student popu-
lation would increase by 531 students,
growing from 3,717 to 4,248, a 14 per-
cent increase.

The actual enrollment as of Octo-
ber 15, 1997 in district schools (inclu-
sive of pre-school handicapped, Per-
vasive Developmental Disorder and
Title I students, exclusive of students
placed out-of-district) stood at 4,234.

The assumption which served as
the foundation for Dr. Choye’s rec-
ommendation was: to “produce the
best quality education for our stu-
dents and be responsive to the
community’s ability and willingness
to pay.”

The superintendent’s “Maximum
Stability and Maximum Flexibility”
recommendation was divided into a
multi-step plan to facilitate implemen-
tation over a number of years and to
allow for necessary modifications.

It focused on low-cost alternatives
to avoid siphoning funds away from
educational programs, and was de-
signed to affect the least number of
students.

The plan moved the Office of Pupil
Services from Brunner School into
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. It also moved the Chapter
One Office out of Brunner into Park
Middle School. Both of these steps
allowed Brunner to reclaim five class-
rooms.

Student reassignments included
moving 41 pupils (from Riverside
Apartments and Country Club Es-
tates in Scotch Plains) out of the
Coles community into Brunner.
These students were already being
bused.

In addition, pre-Kindergarten
classes from Coles, McGinn and Ev-
ergreen Elementary Schools were re-
assigned to Brunner. Nineteen En-
glish as a Second Language (ESL)
students, also being bused, were re-
assigned from Coles to Elementary
School One, and all middle-school
ESL students were moved to Park
from Terrill Middle School.

Dr. Choye pointed out that the
movement of the 41 students into
Brunner would help to relieve some of
Terrill’s enrollment growth in the fu-
ture, as Brunner students go on to
attend Park.

The 1994 recommendation called
for an annual review of enrollment
and resources over five years (and
beyond, if necessary). The board was
asked to be prepared to either expand
the schools’ capabilities with modu-
lar classrooms or to put classes such
as music or art on carts (where all
supplies are put on carts and brought
to the classrooms) to open up in-
structional space.

In her recommendation, however,
Dr. Choye identified other variables
whose impact is more difficult to pre-
dict when projecting enrollment.
These variables include: the impact
of senior citizen housing and demo-
graphic shifts among older citizens,
and their potential for opening up
housing to younger families.

Kindergarten enrollment can be
uncertain as some families opt for
private school or full-day programs.

In addition, while district-wide en-
rollment figures can be calculated,
numbers vary more at individual
schools. Also, changes in state man-
dates have cost implications that are
hard to foresee, and the amount of

state and federal funding is not some-
thing school districts can rely on.

The superintendent and board hope
to “get a better handle” on some of
these factors (particularly the “empty
nesters”) this spring through a door-
to-door survey conducted by the
Parent Teacher Association (PTA).

PTA Council President Diane
Cameron anticipates the survey be-
ginning at the end of March. She
expects it will take 20 to 30 parents
from each school about one week to
10 days to canvas neighborhoods
across Fanwood and Scotch Plains.

The council is considering setting
up telephone contacts for residents
who would like to respond, but will
not be at home to answer questions
face to face.

Questions will focus on the num-
ber of children in a household (espe-
cially pre-schoolers), and the num-
ber of children currently enrolled in
school (public or private). The sur-
vey will also inquire as to a family’s
plans to remain in the area or leave
the district.

“The PTA is doing the legwork
here,” stressed Mrs. Cameron, “not
issuing recommendations.”

Survey results will be turned over
to the Facilities and Enrollment Com-
mittee for evaluation.

Over the years, Coles parent Will-
iam Leighton has worked closely with
Dr. Choye and her staff to keep tabs on
enrollment figures for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood schools.

In a summary report dated Decem-
ber 31, 1997, Mr. Leighton advised the
superintendent that “the period of
highly-accelerated growth in the el-
ementary schools should be coming
to an end as the last of the small
classes has moved on to the middle
school, and all the classes in the el-
ementary schools are the result of the
higher birth rate years.”

He went on to say, “As the elemen-
tary schools ‘stabilize,’ the ‘bulge’
will move onto the middle schools and
eventually the high school.”

Mr. Leighton also reported that,
while the enrollment model “consis-
tently” overestimates the Kindergar-
ten population (supporting the belief
that more parents are sending their
children to private or full-day Kinder-
garten programs), it underestimates
the first-grade population for the same
reason.

With respect to new construction,
Dr. Choye said she keeps in contact
with Scotch Plains Township Admin-
istrator Thomas E. Atkins and Con-
struction Official Robert LaCosta to
stay abreast of new development in
the community.

“We always want to have an idea of
where we are in the process (of devel-
opment) so that we can make sure
space is available (in the schools),”
she said.

The superintendent most recently
proposed the consolidation of all but
one of the district’s pre-Kindergarten
programs into six classrooms at Park
Middle School.

This would free up classroom space
at Brunner and Coles Schools. The
remaining pre-Kindergarten class
would remain in School One for the
present time.

Administrators at School One, Coles
and Evergreen Schools are still await-
ing the installation of six modular
classrooms, two at each school.

Going forward, Dr. Choye is com-
mitted to involving her staff and the
community in the process of deciding
how to best serve the students of the
district’s schools.

“We listen to concerns,” she said,
“and make the best decision we can.
(Our goal is) how to best deliver strong
programs for students, and how to do
it as economically as possible.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dr. Choye Not Surprised
By Increase in Enrollment

Regulation says private contractors
have no obligation to share any of the
cuts in disposal fees with their cus-
tomers - noting that competition is
sparked when a customer seeks a new
carter at a lower rate.

“The annual cost of disposing of
the garbage from these seven commu-
nities at the county’s Resource Re-
covery Facility dropped to $241,000,
compared to over $400,000 for the
previous January,” said Freeholder
Sullivan.

He said over $160,000 in savings
would have been passed on to resi-
dents had private haulers lowered their
bills to customers.

The seven communities which do
not contract for garbage service are
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Berkeley Heights,
Clark and Cranford.

The remaining 14 communities in
the county pay for their disposal costs
in their property taxes.

Councilman McDermott, who chairs
the Town Council’s Solid Waste Com-
mittee, said he is looking to get more
information on how much savings the
haulers are actually receiving in “real
dollars.”

He said Westfield is not looking to
contract for disposal services and,
thus, has no authority to direct haul-
ers to lower fees and does not want to
get into that business.

Westfield does contract for its resi-
dential curbside attic waste program.
This past Tuesday, the council
awarded a contract to A. Fiore & Sons
Salvage, Inc. of Newark.

Town officials have indicated that
they expect at least a $10 reduction in
customer permits for the spring attic
waste program due to lower disposal
costs.

In the past few years the town has
offered permits at $60 for dumping of
up to 750 pounds of materials.

Freeholder Sullivan said residents
in those towns that have private haul-
ers should receive annual savings of
between $39 and $54 per household
based on the $50 tipping fee.

A deal that would lease the incin-
erator to Ogden Martin Systems of
Union, Inc., the manufacturer of the
burner, has yet to be finalized.

Towns have been invited to sign
contracts with the UCUA for 25 years
at the $50 per ton rate with increases
based on hikes in the Consumer Price
Index.

The county has also said it will place
a tax per ton on solid waste leaving the
county. A system of weigh stations
would be set up in this regard.

A similar tax, referred to by the
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) as an Environmental In-
vestment Charge, or EIC, is being
challenged by the City of Paterson
against the Passaic County Utilities
Authority.

The EIC charge is included within
the $50 disposal charge being offered
in the contract to local municipalities.

Scotch Plains Township Council-
man William F. McClintock, Jr. said the
council would favor contracts be-
tween the UCUA and private haulers.
The council passed its resolution
Tuesday night.

Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly has said the Borough Coun-
cil also favors negotiations between
its haulers and the UCUA in an effort
to lower rates for residents.

The deal represents the county’s
attempt to pay off the remaining $293
million in debt on the incinerator. A
total of $175 million would be paid off
through the lease agreement, with the
remainder coming from a number of
revenue sources including the EIC fees.
The total statewide incinerator debt is
$1.5 billion.

Of the 10 Union County communi-
ties who have expressed interest in
contracting with the utilities authority,
only three have actually signed on to
the deal.

The state Legislature last week un-
veiled a piece of legislation which calls
for a new tax on garbage collection and
disposal of solid waste. The tax is seen
as a way to bail out the debt incurred by
several counties for the construction
of the garbage burners.

The plan would create a 6 to 10
percent tax on the gross revenues of all
state garbage collectors and disposal
facilities. Legislators have estimated
that the tax would generate between
$84 to $140 million a year. This money
would be placed into a special state-
wide fund to help counties pay off debt
on the incinerators.

The bills have the support of the
Waste Management Association.

Mr. Cornell, a former Scotch Plains
resident, has said the pending legisla-
tion is expected “to be part of the mix”
in bailing out the incinerators.

Bergen County Assemblyman John
Rooney, Chairman of the Assembly
Solid and Hazardous Waste Commit-
tee, has said a statewide effort is the
best way to respond to the latest gar-
bage crisis, given the state mandate
from the mid-1980s.

As a result of fears that state landfills
were running out of space, the state
ordered counties to build either costly
incinerators or other kinds of facilities
to handle the millions of tons of waste
generated each year in the state.

Assemblyman Rooney has said the
new tax will result in lower property
taxes. Last year Governor Christine
Todd Whitman’s administration set
aside $20 million in general funds to
help keep incinerators financially sol-
vent in the interim.

The administration, however, has
yet to pay any funds to counties with
incinerator-incurred debt including
Union and Essex. Under new legisla-
tion, the general fund will include be-
tween $20 to $84 million which could be
used to help counties until the new tax
revenue comes into the state.

The amount in the fund will depend
on how high the garbage tax is set and
the amount of debt which needs to be
paid off.

Mr. Cornell said he expects legisla-
tion to be adopted by June at which
time haulers will have a better idea of
how much to charge for waste dis-
posal.

He said the tax on waste will call for
the state to pick up 50 percent, with
counties and haulers also responsible
for a portion of the stranded debt on
incinerators.
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Legal Action Considered
To Lower Garbage Bills

Title 1 Applications
Are Being Accepted
Now through Thursday, April 30,

preliminary applications are being
accepted for admission to the 1998-
1999 Title I Pre-Kindergarten program
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
schools.

Operation of the program for dis-
trict students will be based on revised
federal regulations.

Preschool children residing in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood who will
be 4 years of age on or before Thurs-
day, October 1, are eligible to be con-
sidered for the program.

Applicants will be evaluated by
district staff in May.

The program consists of half-day
sessions, five days per week, and is
taught by certified early childhood
teachers. There is no cost to the fami-
lies of participants.

Preliminary applications are available
at each elementary school in the district
or from the Title I Office, which may be
reached by calling (908) 412-0830.

public safety and animal welfare.
Officials said the township, by law,

has the first shot at purchasing the
property. The municipality has hired
an appraiser to determine the value of
the acreage.

In other action, the council agreed
to limit parking to two hours on Sy-
camore Avenue between Front and
East Second Streets after residents
complained that employee cars from a
nearby cleaning service were posing
a problem.

Parking will also be eliminated from
the south side of Westfield Avenue,
in front of a convenience store, for
safety reasons, officials said.

On a separate matter, officials
okayed $40,000 purchases of a utility
truck with a sprayer tank and a utility
van for the Recreation Commission.

Elected officials and their DECA
student counterparts recognized lo-
cal high school student Keegan E.
Rosera for his achievement of Eagle
Scout rank.

He participated in a project to rid
Watchung Reservation of a particular
type of tree for the stability of the
habitat.

One of the eight DECA high school
students serving as township offi-
cials during the council meeting,
Kamran Ahmen, said he hoped to go
into public service in the future.

Township Attorney and state Sen-
ate President Donald T. DiFrancesco
encouraged Kamran.

“Go for it!” Senator DiFrancesco
said.

Other participating students were
seniors Marc Jacobs (as Mayor), Jef-
frey Feighner, Rianna Liss, Adam
Baumwoll, Jordan Eannucci and jun-
iors Paul Valenzano and Matthew
Pisane. Teacher Don Cababe is DECA
advisor.
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Township Council Decides
Not to Join UCUA Pact

Clarification
In a story in The Times last week

regarding candidates under consid-
eration for nomination by the
township’s Republican Committee for
seats on the Township Council, the
name of Paulette Coronato, a member
of the Zoning Board of Adjustment,
was left out.


