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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Leader

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Leader are reminded that copy
should be e-mailed or faxed by 4
p.m. on the Friday prior to publica-
tion. The Leader’s e-mail address is
press@goleader.com. The fax num-
ber is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street
or through our mail slot. To ensure
that submittals reach our office prior
to deadline, we encourage e-mail or
faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can be
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discretion of the
editor.

WILLIAM ALDER T O ASSUME NEW POST AT UCC

Mountainside Police Chief Leaving
After 32 Years With Department

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A lot has happened since Police
Chief William A. Alder first joined
the Mountainside force in 1966, yet
he still resembles a man much
younger than his 54 years of age
would suggest.

Chief Alder, who became the
borough’s top law enforcement of-
ficer on January 6, 1981, recently
announced his resignation, effective
one week from Sunday, March 1.
Officially, however, Chief Alder’s
last day on the job will be Friday,
February 27.

“Well, I’ve been a policeman for
31 and a half years, and I have an
opportunity to take a different type of
job, and I think this is a good time in
my life to make a career change,”
replied Chief Alder when asked why
he was stepping down as
Mountainside’s top-ranking lawman.

The job Chief Alder is taking is
Director of Public Safety for the Union
County College system, which has
campuses in Cranford, Elizabeth and
Plainfield. His first day will be Mon-
day, March 2.

“I’ve known Chief Alder for 23
years,” commented Mountainside
Mayor Robert F. Viglianti. “While
we at time to time have not seen eye
to eye, he is leaving Mountainside
with a good police department, and I
think he deserves credit for that.”

Indeed, like any other force, the
passage of time has meant a differ-
ence in technologies available to po-
lice. In 1966, for example, when a
patrolman stopped a motorist, he first
had to radio headquarters, which then
had to notify Trenton in order to gain
information on the person whose li-
cense he was holding.

Not until Trenton provided head-
quarters with that information could
the officer know what had to be done.
Nowadays, however, squad cars are
equipped with mobile data termi-
nals, which means an officer can get
the information all by himself — and
in a much shorter period of time.

Car thefts have also risen dramati-
cally since Chief Alder’s rookie year
with the Mountainside force. Much
of Route No. 22 going eastward from
Somerville has become a high-risk
area for automobile thefts, which are
frequently committed by youths in
their early teens.

“As with any other crime preven-
tion technique, you should invest in
some kind of crime prevention that
will help deter the theft of your car —
and make it clear your car won’t be as
easy to steal as others,” Chief Alder
said, when asked how motorists can
protect their vehicles when they have
to leave them parked for any period
of time.

To that end, Chief Alder recom-
mends either The Club, a steering
wheel lock that makes it virtually
impossible to steer a car; an engine
fuel cutoff device, which is usually
activated by pushing a cylinder into

place, and Lojack, which emits a
frequency that police can track.

Mountainside’s acting chief will
be Lieutenant Jim Debbie, who by
seniority will hold the position until
a replacement is selected, which
should occur by May. Lieutenant
Debbie is the administrative lieuten-
ant, while John Olock is the patrol
and operational lieutenant.

A new testing process will likely
determine who the next chief will be,
and both lieutenants could be candi-
dates. But in the meantime, Mayor
Viglianti makes no secret that he is
proud so many members of the police
department – including Chief Alder,
Lieutenants Debbie and Olock — are
Mountainside residents, even though
they are not required to be.

“It’s the truth,” the mayor added.
“I think that says something about
the town.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Board Slated to Decide
Exxon Case on March 9

By JASMINE VASAVADA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Exxon Corporation appeared
before the Board of Adjustment dur-
ing a special meeting Tuesday night
for permission to expand an existing
gas station at the corner of South and
Central Avenues in Westfield.

The corporation seeks to acquire
two additional lots adjacent to the
station for the proposed expansion,
which would involve removal of the
existing station, and the addition of
four pumping islands, covered by a
canopy. A separate retail building,
called a Tiger Mart, would be added
as well.

Exxon must obtain several vari-
ances from the board. In particular, a
local ordinance states that two prin-
cipal structures, like the canopy and
the Tiger Mart, may not be built on a
single property.

In addition, the extensive signage
that Exxon is seeking is prohibited.
Finally, gasoline service stations are
not technically permitted in that lo-
cation, part of the GB-1 (General
Business) zone.

This zone is intended to accommo-
date retail sales and retail personal
services oriented toward pedestrian
shopping, according to Westfield
Zoning Officer Jeremiah P. O’Neil.

However, this variance appears to
be less problematic, since the prop-
erty is already being used as a gaso-
line station. In addition, there are
many businesses specializing in au-

tomotive services at this intersec-
tion.

The redeveloped station would be
built in red brick, with gray shingles,
Colonial-style detailing and exten-
sive landscaping in the back lot along
South Avenue. The Exxon Corpora-
tion predicts that the redeveloped
service station would attract an aver-
age of 50 cars per hour, up from 12 at
the moment.

The Tiger Mart, which would pri-
marily sell snack items, would at-
tract an additional 20 cars, Exxon
officials anticipate, bringing the to-
tal up to 70 per hour. This has raised
some concerns among board mem-
bers about traffic flow.

Peter G. Steck, a transportation
planner, testified on behalf of Exxon
that traffic should not be a problem.

Although the corner property is
located on what he called “one of the
most complex intersections in West-
field,” the redesigned property will
have only three driveways, provid-
ing less chaotic circulation than the
seven driveways currently serving
the three properties.

Also, he argued, gas stations are
not destinations — they draw from
the stream of traffic. People will only
choose to stop for gas when it is
convenient to get in and out of the
station. Thus, the vast majority of
users will make a right turn into and
out of the station.

Board Attorney Robert W. Cockren
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

PERMITS FOR BULKY WASTE PROGRAM DROPPING BY $10

Revised Sidewalk Café Law
Requires Use of Receptacles

For Eateries Using Paper
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Town Council is expected to
amend an ordinance Tuesday night
which will make revisions to the
municipality’s statute for sidewalk
cafés.

The existing ordinance was
adopted by the council in 1995 in an
effort to improve the ambiance of the
downtown. With the popularity of
the cafés the past few years, several
establishments outside of the central
business district have expressed in-
terest in setting up tables outside.

Also, other establishments such as

Wyckoff’s on North Avenue have
asked permission to have cafés lo-
cated in the rear of their buildings on
private property.

In addition, the question of barri-
ers for each café was also discussed
by council members.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman, Chairman of
the Laws and Rules Committee, noted
that last year the council approved
temporary permits for Prospector’s
Deli on Prospect Street and Jordan’s
Bakery on South Avenue.

Another change in the ordinance
will allow establishments to include
the name of the restaurant on outside
umbrellas over the tables, similar to
what Bruegger’s Bagels on Central
Avenue has done in the past.

Second Ward Councilman Mat-
thew P. Albano, a member of the
committee, said the barriers help
contain the cafés so that they are not
intrusive on neighboring properties.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim ques-
tioned the need to leave the require-
ment for barriers in the ordinance,
noting that in some instances, such a
provision has proven not to be neces-
sary.

Second Ward Councilman James
J. Gruba noted that some establish-
ments have wider sidewalks on which

to place the cafés, explaining that
some sidewalks “don’t lend them-
selves” to barriers around the cafés.

Councilman Goldman suggested
that if an applicant felt the length of
the sidewalk would not lend itself to
a barrier, they could include that
information and request a waver on
this requirement from the council.

Another change will require café
operators who use paper or plastic
utensils to provide trash receptacles
for their patrons.

Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein said that in the past,
paper plates would blow off tables
and onto the sidewalks, and that the
town’s receptacles often became filled
quicker than they could be dumped.

Councilman Goldman said the
original ordinance was aimed at fine
dining establishments. Eating places
such as Bruegger’s, which only use
paper products, was not envisioned
when the ordinance was drafted.

Dishes and utensils which could
not blow away were originally re-
quired in the law.

Another change will now require
individuals seeking renewal of café
licenses to go before the Town Coun-
cil and not the Town Clerk, as had
been the case in the past. Permits are

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader
TIGER MART PROPOSED...Exxon officials are seeking to remove the existing station, located at the corner of South
and Central Avenues, and replace it with a Tiger Mart retail building. Four new gasoline pumping islands would be
added, as well.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
END OF AN ERA...Mountainside Police Chief William A. Alder will be
leaving the borough’s police force this month to become Director of Public
Safety for the Union County College system.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING LINCOLN...Governor Christine Todd Whitman and Frank X. McDermott, Chairman of the
Republican Committee of Union County, pose with members of the 14th Regiment New Jersey Volunteers, Company H,
of the New Jersey Civil War History Association, following the GOP’s annual Lincoln Day Reception at the Westwood
in Garwood. Please see story on Page 2.

Westfield Hauler Critical of Threat of Legal Action
By County Over Reduced Disposal Costs at Burner

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The announcement issued last
week that Union County is consider-
ing legal action to force private gar-
bage haulers to reduce their bills in
the new deregulated disposal indus-
try is not sitting well with at least one
hauler in town.

Upon reading a front page story in
The Westfield Leader regarding state-
ments by Daniel P. Sullivan, Chair-
man of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, regarding po-
tential legal action, Jerry Infantino of
Infantino Bros. was critical of the
statements. Mr. Infantino explained
that when waste flow restrictions were
still intact, he lost 200 customers
because he chose to follow the letter
of the law with regard to dumping

costs in Union County and other
parts of the state.

He said he has reduced his bills by
over $3 a month.

He accused the county and the
state of not enforcing waste flow
restrictions under the regulated sys-
tem. Under that system, haulers pick-
ing up trash in Union County were
required to dump their trash at the
Union County Resource Recovery
Facility, known as the incinerator, in
Rahway.

Up until November, the cost to
dump at that facility was $83.05 per
ton. The fee has been dropped to $50
in the new free market system.

Following a decision in November
by the United States Supreme Court
not to hear the state’s appeal of a
federal court’s ruling, waste flow re-

strictions were lifted in New Jersey.
Thus, while Infantino Bros. and

other legitimate firms were paying
anywhere from $800 to $1,500 per
load, according to Mr. Infantino, some
other companies were dumping their
loads at illegal disposal sites — sav-
ing up to $1,000 per load in the
process.

Mr. Infantino said customers often
assumed that his company and oth-
ers who charged rates based on county
disposal costs were “crooks,” while
customers “loved” the lower rates
charged by illegal dumpers despite
the fact that the service was not as
good.

The Westfield hauler said he lost
half of his commercial customers
because of the lower rates cited by
those firms he accused of illegally

dumping their loads.
In an effort to keep the Union

County burner financially afloat, the
Union County Utilities Authority
dropped the disposal rate at the facil-
ity to $50 per ton for all solid waste
generated in the county.

Also, in an effort to keep the facil-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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“Well, it’s not unusual because
Mountainside is a quality commu-
nity in which to live and raise a
family,” Chief Alder agreed.

Another issue that police have had
to more actively control is the issue of
domestic violence.

While the problem is hardly a new
one, a state law mandating an arrest
if police find any evidence that some-
one has been victimized was clearly
meant to take some of the pressure off
victims who may have been reluctant
to press charges on their own.

The most telling evidence, it is
acknowledged, would be the pres-
ence of blood or bruises on the face of
a battered spouse upon arrival of
police.

“Victims of domestic violence re-
ceive more protection than they ever
have in the past,” stated Chief Alder,
who served as President of the Union
County Chiefs Association in 1986.
“They’ve had this law in effect for
some time, but they’re always tuning
it up a bit.

“Thirty years ago, we would typi-
cally respond to a scene like that,”
Chief Alder added. “More likely, we
would arbitrate the situation. But of
course, victims had the ability to file
formal complaints against the at-
tacker.”

Now as then, Chief Alder agreed,
victims still worry about ramifica-

Mountainside Police Chief
Leaving Force After 32 Years

tions, but an arrest must now be made
if signs indicate violence has occurred.

“And that’s an affirmative step
well beyond what we used to do,”
Chief Alder said.

Now, police officers receive far
more training than they did 30 years
ago, and many are still either re-
quired to, or voluntarily, undergo
extra training annually. The chief
says “training requirements far sur-
pass those that were taking place in
the mid-1960s.”

No matter what community an of-
ficer is working in, there are three
things that any officer should count
on, according to the outgoing chief.
These include court appearances to
testify against those they have appre-
hended, dealing with the public on a
daily basis, and making potential
life-or-death situations.

And what else does Chief Alder
feel is essential to the makeup of a
police officer?

“My view of it is that you typically
try to attract the equivalent of the
whole person,” the chief responded,
after a moment’s reflection.

“You want somebody who is bright,
physically fit and socially aware,” he
added. “You have to be able to main-
tain a calm and professional demeanor,
but never let your guard down because
you may be required to fight for your
life, or for the lives of others, too.”

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
• Police arrested Jill Tice, 25, of Nep-

tune and Harold Williams, 27, of
Plainfield and charged each of them with
possession of under 50 grams of mari-
juana following a motor vehicle stop on
First Street.

Tice, who authorities said was also
wanted by Newark for contempt of court,
was being held in lieu of $700 bail.
Williams was additionally charged with
violation of the state’s Intensive Super-
vision Program, according to police. He
was held without bail.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
• James Lios, 31, of Clark was ar-

rested at his home and charged with two
counts of theft, according to police. Au-
thorities said he was also wanted on two
contempt of court warrants out of
Irvington and Belleville.

Police have charged Lios with stealing

$200, along with a circular saw and a
five-gallon can of deck cleaner, from a
Central Avenue firm on January 31.

Lios was transported to the Union
County Jail. Authorities recovered the
saw and deck cleaner but not the cur-
rency.

• A resident of First Street reported
that someone stole her wallet while she
was at her place of employment on South
Avenue.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14
• A Forest Avenue resident reported

that a cellular telephone was stolen from
her vehicle while the car was parked in
the roadway in front of her house.

• Daniel A. Guzman, 19, of Linden
was arrested on Lamberts Mill Road and
Rahway Avenue and charged with driv-
ing with a revoked license, according to
police. Authorities said it was his second
offense. Guzman posted $775 bail.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9
• One hundred block of East Broad

Street — structure fire.
• One hundred block of Virginia Street

— hazardous condition.
• Six hundred block of Norwood Drive

— lockout.
• One hundred block of Cottage Place

— electrical short.
• Three hundred block of Clark Street

— unintentional alarm.
• One hundred block of Cottage Place

— gas odor investigation.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10

• One hundred block of Sunnywood
Drive — electrical short.

• One hundred block of Nomahegan
Drive — carbon monoxide detector acti-
vation.

• Sixteen hundred block of Rahway
Avenue — good intent call.

• One hundred block of Barchester
Way — system malfunction.

• Seven hundred block of Prospect
Street — unintentional alarm.

• One hundred block of Cacciola Place
— lockout.

• One hundred block of Elm Street —
electrical hazard.

• Nine hundred block of Carleton
Road — carbon monoxide detector acti-
vation.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
• Two hundred block of North Av-

enue, West — electrical hazard.
• Four hundred block of North Chest-

nut Street — gas leak.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13

• Six hundred block of Hillcrest Av-
enue — system malfunction.

• Seven hundred block of Hyslip Av-
enue — kitchen fire.

• One hundred block of Marion Av-
enue — lockout.

• Terminal Avenue and Westfield Av-
enue — car fire/standby.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14
• Bowcraft, Route No. 22, Scotch

Plains — mutual aid.
• One hundred block of Kirkstone Circle

— carbon monoxide detector activation.
• Three hundred block of Woodland

Avenue — system malfunction.
• Six hundred block of Tremont Av-

enue — system malfunction.
• Three hundred block of Prospect

Street — gas odor investigation.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15

• Four hundred block of Wychwood
Road — system malfunction.

• Seven hundred block of Dorian Road
— unintentional alarm.

• Two hundred block of East Broad
Street — smoke scare.

WESTFIELD
R. and M. Sawyer to Messercola Bros.

Building Co., Inc. 451 Whittier Avenue,
$150,000.

A. and C. Leone, Jr. to Albert E. and
Lauren M. Youssef, 166 Harrison Av-
enue, $345,000.

Eva Plinton to James Ronald Curry,
440 West Broad Street, $106,000.

D. and D. Carpenter to Norman W.
and Adrianna Chambliss, 208 North
Scotch Plains Avenue, $180,000.

M. Dobies and L. Hill to Nicholas J.
and Erin M. Zito, 307 Hazel Avenue,
$275,000.

G. and L. Griswold, Jr. to Scott and
Lisa A. Freidenrich, 642 Norman Place,
$340,000.

J. Estabrook and H. Moulton to Albert
T. Leung, 515 Trinity Place, $185,000.

R. Cintorrino to C.F.G.R. LLC, 517
Central Avenue and 521 Central Av-
enue, $420,000.

R. Ley to Mitchell P. and Brett R.
Harris, 423 Everson Place, $265,000.

S. and J. Catania to Steven J. Knight
and Anne McCarthy Knight, 26
Stoneleigh Park, $550,000.

E.W. and H.M. J. Hu to Kenneth R.
Creran, 87 Cottage Place, $170,000.

W. and N. Longfield to Robert M.
Burke and Cynthia M. McIntyre, 24
Mohawk Trail, $175,000.

M.J. and V. Pritchard, to Kenneth and

Recent Home Sales

Cindy Lee, 358 Orenda Circle, $330,000.
E.M. and A. O’Connell, to Carol

Dorobis, 926 Cleveland Avenue,
$140,000.

H.L. Vallet, to Karyn E. Hann, 606
Maple Street, $302,000.

J.K. Meeker, 3rd and I. Meeker, to J.S.
and Marguerite A. Lizzo, 115 Marion
Avenue, $228,000.

N. Miller, to J. Gonda and Myron
Harvist, 418-A Rahway Avenue,
$181,000.

Po-Yen and Wen-Ling Lu, to Patrick
and Mary Jane Trainor, 23 Cornwall
Drive, $415,000.

A. and J.L. Spak, to Henry J. Sacco, Jr.
and Margaret A. Sacco, 675 Boulevard,
$385,000.

H.J. and M.D. Otto, to Michael A. and
Kelly A. Lama, 548 Washington Street,
$275,000.

M.A. Weiant, to John K. Meeker, 3rd
and Irene Meeker, 11 Stoneleigh Park,
$406,000.

P.R. Jones. to J.D. and M.B. Irving,
418 Poe Avenue, $350,000.

M.E. Toth, to Michael M. and Marisa
Meola, 175 North Cottage Place,
$182,000.

MOUNTAINSIDE
Residence at 232 Evergreen Court, to

Michelle D. Beideman, from Kenneth L.
Degen, $232,500.

suggested that the board may choose
to prohibit left turns out of the sta-
tion, as they have at neighboring
properties.

Board Chairman Lawrence C. J.
Mannino was particularly concerned
about morning traffic at the Tiger
Mart, when people may stop for cof-
fee or a doughnut. He referred to the
rush hour traffic at the 7-11 in
Mountainside as “hand-to-hand com-
bat, with road rage mixed in.”

Several members of the board were
equally concerned about the pro-
posed signage. As board member
Michael Kelly expressed it, “I just
think that this is going to look like
Route 22.”

Exxon had originally sought two
freestanding, back-lit signs, two signs
on the building, and smaller signs on
the canopy and pumps. Town ordi-
nance only permits one sign, mea-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board Expected to Decide
On Exxon Appeal March 9

suring three feet by 20 feet.
This type of sign is appropriate for

a storefront, Exxon argued, but not
for a gas station. Furthermore, the
applicant maintained that the tricky
location of this station requires
signage that can be read in several
directions, and from a distance.

After some deliberation, the two
parties seemed to move towards a
compromise, involving one freestand-
ing sign at the corner of the property,
one sign on the building, and small
signs on either the canopy or the
pumps, but not both.

The deliberations were nearly com-
pleted at Tuesday’s meeting, reported
Mr. O’Neil.

The f inal  detai ls ,  and the
board’s decision, are expected to
be revealed during the board’s
regularly scheduled meeting on
Monday, March 9.

issued for a year.
In other business, the council is also

set to introduce an ordinance which
will cut the cost of permits for the
town’s annual bulky waste collection
program from $60 to $50. The permits
allow residents to dispose of up to 750
pounds of materials.

Town Engineer and Supervisor of
Public Works Kenneth B. Marsh esti-
mated that the cost of the program to
the town would be $47.30 per permit if
1,000 permits are sold, and $39.90 if
2,000 permits are purchased by resi-
dents. The cost to the town drops as the
number of permits sold increases.

In the event the council decides to
drop the amount of tonnage per permit
to 600 pounds, the cost to the town
would drop to $42.80 per permit if
1,000 permits are sold, and $35.40 if
2,000 permits are bought. The town
has sold 1,000 permits on average in
past years.

Costs include collection and disposal
fees. The disposal fee will be based on
whatever the actual weight of the ma-
terials disposed of turns out to be.

Also factored in are printing, post-
age and staff costs for the mailing of
permit applications to all residences in
town.

Mr. Marsh said the average tonnage
put out at the curb over the past three
programs was 600 pounds per permit.

Public Works Committee Chairman
John J. Walsh, who represents the Third
Ward, reasoned that keeping the per-
mit cost at $50 would provide “a cush-
ion for a worst case scenario” in the
event participation in the program de-
clines.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr., said the program was
never meant to be a “money maker” for
the town.

The council bids the town-wide pro-
gram to help lower overall costs per
resident. Officials have said the town
simply wants to break even on the cost
of the program.

The council awarded a contract to A.
Fiore & Sons Salvage, Inc., of New-
ark, last week for the curbside pro-
gram. The firm bid a price of $32.50
per permit, broken down to $10 for
collection and transportation of the
waste and $22.50 for the estimated
disposal fee.

On another matter, Councilman
Goldman, who serves as Liaison to the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), the governing body for the
special improvement district, said the
DWC board has been inquiring about
the status of funds approved by the
town several years ago for new park-
ing signs in the downtown.

Town Administrator Edward A.
Gottko said $50,000 has been appro-
priated for the signs and new parking

meters. He said he has been waiting for
the DWC to approach the town as to
what they want to do in regard to the
funds.

He suggested that the board’s design
committee should present a proposal
on the type and design of signs they
want and present it to the full DWC for
approval before approaching the town
with its final recommendation.

Several council members were quite
concerned that no action has been taken
to date on the signs. A parking Task
Force Report was delivered to the full
council in January of 1996, which sup-
ported more visible signs to indicate
shopper and commuter parking lots in
town.

On another matter, Councilman
Walsh said the town is approaching
final agreement on a contract with
Comcast. He said the one area which
remains under negotiation between the
two sides is the length of the contract.

Comcast has agreed to provide
$50,000 to the town, earmarked for
equipment and other improvements
for the town’s public access television
station, TV 36, at Westfield High
School.

Comcast is seeking a 15-year deal
with the town, for which Westfield
would receive roughly $5,000 a year,
for a total of $75,000 over the length of
the contract.

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick presented several proposals
as recommended by the Public Safety
Committee, which she chairs.

Among them was a recommenda-
tion for some sort of reflection device
on the curve in the road on Standish
Avenue on the approach to Cedar Ter-
race.

Councilwoman Vernick also asked
the council to approve an ordinance
which will create a drop-off area for
parents to pull up and let their children
out in front of Holy Trinity
Interparochial School on Trinity Place.

In addition, there would be no park-
ing in front of the school from Trinity
Place to the end of Rahway Avenue
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The drop-off times would be 8 to 9 a.m.
and 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on school days.

Another change would move the
crosswalk on Rahway Avenue at West-
field High School to the left of the
Westfield National Guard Armory’s
driveway. In addition, a crosswalk
would be placed across the driveway
itself.

The change will provide additional
parking spaces on each side of Rahway
Avenue where the current crosswalk is
located. Councilwoman Vernick said
the governing body will need to pass
an ordinance to create a no parking
area within 25 feet of the Armory’s
driveway.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Revised Sidewalk Café Law
Requires Trash Can Provision
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Hauler Critical of Threat
Of Legal Action by County

PICTURE OF PEACE…Anna Tabachnik, second from left, a seventh-grade
student at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield, accepts her awards as
the winner of the local competition in the International Association of Lions
Clubs annual Peace Poster Contest. Joining her, pictured left to right, are: Ken
Shulack, Principal of Roosevelt School; Ann Cohen, Art Director at Roosevelt,
and Douglas C. Schembs, Jr., Westfield Lions Club Peace Poster Contest
Chairman.

PERSEVERING...Delbarton sophomore Michael Carter, the son of James and
Mary Carter of Westfield, received the “Plus Est en Vous” award at a school
convocation on December 5. He is pictured with, Reverend Giles P. Hayes,
Headmaster; Robert Cerasia, and his parents. The award, which is dedicated
to the memory of the late Michael C. Cerasia, a member of the Delbarton Class
of 1994 and son of Robert L. and Carole Cerasia of North Caldwell, is given to
a sophomore in recognition of his perseverance and diligence as a freshman.

Westfielders Named
To Colby Dean’s List

Colby College in Waterville, Maine
has announced that Michelle A. Fos-
ter and Jennifer M. Kassakian, both
of Westfield, have been named to the
Dean’s List for outstanding academic
achievement during the fall semester
of the 1997-1998 academic year.

Michelle, a junior sociology ma-
jor, is the daughter of Jay Foster of
Westfield and Elaine Foster of
Cranford. She is a graduate of The
Pingry School in Martinsville.

Jennifer, a sophomore, is the
daughter of Edward and Sharon
Kassakian of Westfield. A graduate
of Westfield High School, she is
majoring in biology with a concen-
tration in environmental science.

To be named to the Dean’s List,
first-year students must earn a grade-
point average (GPA) of at least 3.0,
while sophomores, juniors and se-
niors must earn at least a 3.2 GPA.

Dahesh Patel Named
Law Firm Associate

Dahesh D. Patel of Westfield is
among eight attorneys who recently
joined the Roseland law firm of Brach,
Eichler, Rosenberg, Silver, Bernstein,
Hammer and Gladstone as Associ-
ates.

Mr. Patel, a 1997 graduate of the
University of Texas, concentrates in
tax and business law.

The firm specializes in health/
medical, environmental, real estate,
tax and land use law and general
litigation.
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ity at full capacity, the incinerator
began accepting what is known as
“spot market” trash, where garbage
is taken from towns which have no
place to go at this time.

Mr. Infantino said he has infor-
mation that some haulers are dump-
ing for as low as $38 under spot
market terms at the Union County
incinerator.

County Manager Michael J.
Lapolla said that rates for house-
hold garbage on a spot market basis
are still being offered at the $50 rate
to haulers. Other spot market trash
could be dumped at a different rate
depending on the material.

He said the facility is operating at
near 100 percent capacity — the
highest capacity since the burner
opened on Route Nos. 1 and 9 in
1994.

Mr. Infantino said he is also
strongly opposed to the lease agree-
ment being pushed by both the utili-
ties authority and the Freeholders.
Under the agreement, the utilities
authority will lease the incinerator
to Ogden Martin Systems of Union,
Inc., the builder of the facility, for a
total lease rate of $175 million over
the next quarter century.

The remaining portion of the $293
million worth of debt on the incin-
erator would be paid off through a
number of revenue sources, includ-
ing a proposed Environmental In-
vestment Charge (EIC) to be charged
on all garbage being transported to
less expensive out-of-county sites or
out of state.

Noting the varying rates for dis-
posal of solid waste, Mr. Infantino
said towns or carters would “have to
be crazy to sign that lease.”

Legislation introduced in Tren-
ton would impose a tax of between 6
and 10 percent on gross revenues for
all state garbage collectors and dis-
posal facilities in an effort to pro-
vide funds to counties with incin-
erators. The tax would generate be-
tween $84 and $140 million a year.
The current debt on incinerators
stands at $1.5 billion.

According to the UCUA officials,
the state’s Local Finance Board has
said counties or other agencies will
not be allowed to default on out-
standing debt incurred through the
construction of garbage incinera-
tors.

The county has backed $35 mil-
lion of the bonds issued to construct
the Rahway incinerator, according
to county officials.

In Westfield, residents are free to
seek out a different disposal com-
pany if they are unhappy with their
garbage collection service. About
10 firms, mostly from Westfield,
currently service the town.

Mr. Infantino noted that he has
given potential customers the names
of other haulers servicing their
neighborhood if his firm has no
other customers in the immediate
area.

Mr. Lapolla said that the lease
deal is “still in the works” and is
likely to be finalized within the next
several months.

“It is going to happen,” he said.
Thus far, 12 communities have

passed resolutions indicating their
intention to sign contracts with the
utilities authority. These towns cur-
rently provide for disposal services
within their municipal budgets.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood have
both passed resolutions noting that
they will not be opting for the county
program.

Westfield has not taken official
action, although elected officials
have said they are leery about the
length of the contract and the amount
of trash the town would be required
to send to the facility.

The three towns are among seven
communities which do not include
disposal service within their prop-
erty taxes. In order to sign on to the
UCUA contract, these towns would
have to place disposal collection in
their budgets by contracting out such
services.

In terms of the threat of legal
action against firms that do not re-
duce their fees, Mr. Lapolla said
outside counsel is looking into the
matter. He said the comments by
Freeholder Sullivan were meant to
apply “public pressure” on haulers
to lower their fees.

In an unrelated matter, Frank
Festa, owner of Grand Sanitation
Service, announced last week that
he would no longer be servicing
customers in Westfield.

He told The Westfield Leader that
he had been offering curbside pickup
service at $26.14 throughout the
town.

Mr. Festa decided to pull out of
town after he was contacted by the
Westfield Board of Health, which
said it planned to cite his customers
for placing garbage containers at
curbside.

In Westfield, only rear or side
yard collection of garbage is permit-
ted.

“I am not going to put up with this
madness,” he said, explaining that
he believes haulers are being singled
out. He noted that recyclable mate-
rials can be placed at the curb for
pickup.

“I’m not putting up with the non-
sense from their (Westfield) mu-
nicipality,” said Mr. Festa.

He said Fanwood is now offering
curbside service. He also has cus-
tomers in Scotch Plains and Clark,
and previously serviced Plainfield.

Clark has reportedly asked
Rahway to take over the township’s
disposal system.

Alicia Bronski to Serve
As College Tour Guide
Alicia Bronski, a first-year stu-

dent at Franklin & Marshall College
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, has been
named a tour guide for the Admis-
sion Office at the school.

A 1997 graduate of The Pingry
School in Martinsville, Alicia is the
daughter of Stephen and Gail Bronski
of Westfield.

Tour guides volunteer two hours
each week to host visiting prospective
students and their families. They are
knowledgeable in academic and extra-
curricular information, as well as the
history and architecture of the college.


