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PROMOTIONS PACT…Stan Baum, President of the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce, and Joe Spector, Chairman of the Downtown Westfield Corp.,
shake hands following the signing of a new joint agreement between the
Chamber and the special improvement district to conduct promotional pro-
grams for the downtown. Executive Directors Debbie Schmidt of the Chamber
and Michael La Place, DWC, look on. Please see a story on Page 3.

HOMEOWNERS OPPOSE PLAN TO INCREASE DENSITY OF HOUSING IN NEIGHBORHOOD

Residents Blast Developer’s Request for Town to Vacate
Portion of Grandview Ave. for Proposed Development

By MARK J. YABLONSKY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Citing concerns over potential traf-
fic woes, as well as a danger to chil-
dren, countless residents of Myrtle
and Windsor Avenues continued to
blast a possible vacation of the town’s
right-of-way of part of Grandview
Avenue in order to accommodate
added development there in the fu-
ture.

In all, some 65 residents in the af-
fected area were present at a meeting

of the Town Council’s Building and
Town Property Committee on Febru-
ary 18 in the Town Council Chambers.

The residents, whose homes are
close to an area in the town’s south-
eastern sector that has already been
targeted to satisfy the community’s
Mt. Laurel obligations, say they un-
derstand that housing of some kind is
inevitable on the site.

But they maintain higher density, or
the creation of additional lots not in-
cluded in the Mt. Laurel decision,

would be a detriment.
“For what I know of it, I definitely

oppose further density,” stated
Thelma Jones of Myrtle Avenue. “I
don’t like the whole idea of it, but if I
have to live with it, I don’t want the
extra density.”

The area involved is both a town-
and privately-owned property that is
adjacent to Grandview Avenue,
Myrtle Avenue and Grove Street.

After a lengthy lawsuit of about
five years, Superior Court Judge John

Pisansky ruled on November 8, 1991
that the four separate lots in question,
two of which are owned by Westfield
and all of which are wooded, must
affect a Mt. Laurel plan of some kind.

Mt. Laurel, the object of a some-
what controversial court ruling in 1978
and again in 1983, mandates that each
municipality statewide must provide
a “fair share” of low- to moderate-
income housing.

In his decision, Judge Pisansky
noted that Westfield had already sat-

isfied most of its 105-unit mandate by
the “rehabilitation of 89 low- and
moderate-income housing units reha-
bilitated since 1980 toward its indig-
enous need obligation.”

But the judge also said the town
needed to rezone a couple of parcels
of land in the Grandview Avenue area
in order to accommodate Mt. Laurel
housing, “and we did that,” Town
Attorney Charles H. Brandt said.

And the judge also asked Westfield
to construct extra senior citizen hous-
ing, “and we did that next to the prior
senior citizen housing” on Boynton
Avenue, Mr. Brandt said.

“We funded all of our RCA (Re-
gional Contribution Agreement) a long
time ago,” Mr. Brandt added.

The developer, David Kervick, is
said to want to construct 34 units,
using land the town owns, and also a
parcel of land currently owned by the
state Division of Motor Vehicles
(DMV), which currently is home to a
state-run automobile inspection sta-
tion close to the Garwood border on
South Avenue.

The judge, Mr. Brandt explained,
also realized that the land was owned
by the DMV; the magistrate specified
that if the land ever became available,
then it would have to include more Mt.
Laurel units.

To date, the town has rezoned the
DMV site to accommodate Mt. Laurel
standards, but since the land is still
state owned, the issue remains moot,
the town attorney agreed.

That is also the case with the Will-
iams Nursery on Springfield Avenue,
which also has been rezoned under
Mt. Laurel guidelines, but it, too, would
apply only if that property were sold.

When asked if the DMV, which is
headquartered in Trenton, ever in-
dicated a willingness to sell its land,
Mr. Brandt replied, “Not officially,
but from a political view we are aware
that DMV is trying to change its
mode of operation, to consolidate
so they don’t have as many inspec-
tion stations.”

With the two lots Mr. Kervick now
owns, he has some 69,000 square feet
on which to build units, Mr. Brandt
said. At the current eight-unit-per-
acre formula under Mt. Laurel, that

would mean the developer could con-
struct 12 homes now, with either two
or three going toward the Mt. Laurel
agreement, Mr. Brandt added.

If Mr. Kervick were to acquire the
two lots the town owns in the area,
then the developer could add an extra
10 or so units. And the 34 units he
reportedly wants, which would have
to come under zoning of 12 units per
acre, would have to include that DMV
tract.

“We never even anticipated get-
ting any property from DMV,” claimed
James B Flynn, the Westfield-based
attorney for the developer. “I don’t
know anything about that.”

The developer “appears to be con-
frontational,” stated William Bowers
of Windsor Avenue. “Already, I don’t
like him. I am against the density. Even
the thought of closing off Grandview
Avenue is preposterous. We seem to
only get together on crises. This is a
crisis.”

If the town were ever to vacate
Grandview, attorney Herb Kessler
theorized, each half of the street af-
fected would revert to the property
owner on each side, meaning each
owner could then build on his or her
half.

Mr. Kessler, a trial lawyer with an
office on Central Avenue, is married to
a co-owner of the Westfield Indoor
Tennis Club, and his daughter, Marcy
Borr, is the club’s manager and tennis
professional.

Citing case law (Lima & Sons vs.
Borough of Ramsey, Appellate Divi-
sion, 1994), Mr. Kessler contended
that a property owner has the right to
both ingress and egress “upon streets
on which his property fronts.”

If Grandview were ever vacated, the
lawyer continued, the tennis club’s
ingress and egress would be greatly
affected and would likely constitute a
“constructive taking” of his family’s
business property.

“It would kill our business,” con-
tended Mr. Kessler, who added that
his family would be entitled to proper
compensation in the event of a street
vacation.

“And I’m not a mean-spirited guy.
But we will have to fight if you really

Board to Hear
Woman’s Club

Appeal Monday

The Westfield Planning Board will
hold a public hearing on a minor sub-
division application by the Woman’s
Club of Westfield on Monday, March
2, at 8 p.m. in the council chambers of
the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street.

The Woman’s Club is seeking to
subdivide its property at 318 South
Euclid Avenue, the site of the
group’s clubhouse, into three con-
forming lots.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

BUDGET, TAX INCREASES AT LOWEST LEVELS IN 10 YEARS

School Budget of $52.02 Million Presented;
Overall Spending Up 2.33 Percent Over 1997

By RUSSELL R. WATKINS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
revealed its tentative 1998-1999 school
budget of $52,016,848 Tuesday night,
representing a 2.33 percent increase
over last year’s spending plan of
$50,527,495.

The new budget sends more dollars
into the classroom, and despite a pro-
jected 2 percent enrollment increase,
decreases the per pupil cost for the
third consecutive year, board mem-
bers confirmed.

The per pupil cost for 1998-1999 will
be $8,154, compared to $8,242 in 1997-
1998, and $8,600 in 1996-1997.

Finance Committee Chairman Keith
S. Hertell noted that, “budget increases
and tax increases are at the lowest
levels in 10 years despite the popula-
tion growth.”

According to Lorre Korecky, a dis-
trict spokeswoman, the district-wide
enrollment, at 4,878 as of October 15,
is up 128 students over last year.

He also noted that overall transpor-
tation and administrative costs per
student were down, while technology
expenditures and standardized test
scores were up.

Of the total revenue needed to sup-
port the tentative budget, $45,793,665,
or 88 percent, will come from local
property taxes.

This figure represents a 2.88 per-
cent tax increase which, on a home
assessed at $200,000, calls for “a
school tax increase of $140; just un-

der 7 cents per $100,” said Mr. Hertell.
The remaining 12 percent of needed

revenue will come from state and fed-
eral aid, as well as other miscellaneous
sources of income.

“Instruction,” which includes
teacher salaries, athletics, supplies,
and summer school, remains the single
largest portion of the budget, repre-
senting 52.7 percent of the total.

“Administrative Support” includes
transportation and utilities, and ac-
counts for 25.2 percent, while “In-
structional Support,” including librar-
ies, school administration and speech
and media classes, represents 16.2
percent of the total budget.

Smaller expenditures include “Debt
Service” at 1.2 percent, “Capital Out-
lays,” 3.5 percent, and “Special Rev-
enue,” 1.2 percent.

The new budget also provides for
three additional elementary level
teachers, one resource center teacher,
and two elementary support positions.
One basic skills teacher position will
be eliminated.

The 1998-1999 budget maintains the
board’s commitment to expanding
technology in the classroom, officials
said.

According to Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William J. Foley, $546,137
will go to adding, “95 computers to the
fifth grade classes, as well as 12 large
screen monitors and the furniture
needed to accommodate the equip-
ment.”

In addition, students in grades 6
through 8 will receive 50 workstations
in their mathematics classrooms. Also
contained within this portion of the
budget is $4,140 for salaries to be paid
to student technicians who will pos-
sibly be hired by the board over the
summer to help repair the district’s
computers.

Dr. Foley noted that many students
in the district possess superior com-
puter skills and their expertise should
be sought.

The budget also provides $331,134
for textbooks, including $200,000 for a
new reading series in grades 1 through
3. The remaining funds will go to-
wards a new French textbook for grade
7, and new mathematics books for
grades 7 and 8.

Other allocations include $330,000
to finish re-roofing sections of West-

field High School and Edison Interme-
diate School; $71,500 to install new
fire alarms in Tamaques Elementary
School, and $209,000 to modernize
stage lighting equipment and install a
new sound system in the auditorium
of Roosevelt Intermediate School.

Although two questions will not be

needed for this year’s ballot, a state-
ment will be included explaining the
tax increase. This is because West-
field again exceeded the “thorough
and efficient (T and E)” level set by the
state, school officials indicated.

The T and E level represents the
state’s definition of what a given
school district needs to execute a
“thorough and efficient” delivery of
the state’s Core Curriculum Content
Standards. It is based on an average
of the 30 neediest districts in the state.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Planes to Fly
New Route
Next Month

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) official told Union County resi-
dents Tuesday at a forum in Scotch
Plains, that the FAA will begin a six-
month test on Sunday, March 15, at
Newark International Airport that will
allow departing aircraft to rise to higher
altitudes more quickly and include a
260-degree turn southwest of the air-
port.

Referred by the agency as the
“Arthur Kill Two SID,” the test will
supply data in seeking a reduction of
noise from low-flying aircraft for area
residents, according to FAA Air Traf-
fic Division Manager for the Eastern
Region, Franklin D. Hatfield.

“Around Newark, LaGuardia and
Kennedy Airports, you have three of
the busiest air spaces on the face of
the earth,” he declared.

FAA officials said the flight paths
of aircraft will not change much, but
the altitude for aircraft taking off will
be doubled from the end of the run-
way.

The plan takes aircraft to 5,000 feet
within two miles of the runway and
feeds it along an industrial zone be-
tween Carteret and Rahway, accord-
ing to Mr. Hatfield.

If the 260-degree turn plan were to
go into effect year round, Mr. Hatfield
indicated, it would affect about 45
percent of air traffic at Newark Airport
over 60 percent of the year.

A similar plan using a wider 250-
degree turn for aircraft out of Newark
was abruptly canceled last August

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

GUMBERT PARK BASEBALL FIELDS TO SEE IMPROVEMENTS

Provision for Disposable Materials
At Sidewalk Cafés Meets Opposition

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In an effort to expand the success of
sidewalk cafés in downtown West-
field, the Town Council unveiled a
revised version of the town ordinance
which was originally drafted in 1995.

While the new ordinance has been

supported by the full council and
downtown organizations, a provision
in the code to allow for the use of
paper and other types of disposable
materials has been opposed by one
council member and the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Under the existing ordinance, only
permanent utensils and other non-
disposable and durable materials could
be used at outdoor tables.

Acting Mayor Lawrence A.
Goldman, Chairman of the Laws and
Rules Committee, said the new ordi-

nance deals more with both the cur-
rent restaurants in the downtown and
with those establishments which might
come into the town in the future.

Mr. Goldman said the new ordi-
nance is “more business friendly” in
that it “loosens up restrictions” con-
tained in the current code.

At last week’s conference meeting
officials discussed how some estab-
lishments only offer disposable wrap-
pings.

Some of the modifications will en-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Leader

Those persons preparing press re-
leases for submission to The Leader are
reminded that copy should be e-mailed
or faxed by 4 p.m. on the Friday prior to
publication. The Leader’s e-mail ad-
dress is press@goleader.com. The fax
number is 908-232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to the
editor can also be dropped off at our
office located at 50 Elm Street or through
our mail slot. To ensure that submittals
reach our office prior to deadline, we
encourage e-mail or faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior to
the weekend must be in by the Friday
deadline. Weekend sports events must
be submitted by noon on the Monday
prior to the publication date. Obituaries
will be accepted up to 5 p.m. on Tues-
days.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no more
than 500 words in length, and include a
daytime telephone number where the
submitter can be reached.

For events which are planned months
in advance, we encourage submission of
stories as early as possible prior to the
event.

Please note that in addition to making
our deadlines, the publication of submit-
tals may be delayed due to space consid-
erations. All submittals are subject to
being cut due to length, edited for style
and clarification at the discretion of the
editor.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

STATE OF THE FINANCE ADDRESS…Board of Education member Keith S.
Hertell, standing, discusses the financial state of Westfield’s public school
system during the school board’s Monday night meeting. Listening intently are
Dr. Robert C. Rader, Assistant Superintendent for Business and Board Secre-
tary, right, and Jean Poquette, Assistant Business Manager.

Only Two Candidates
Have Filed for BOE
As Deadline Nears
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The filing deadline for persons seek-
ing to run for the three open slots this
year on the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion is fast approaching.

The deadline for petitions is 4 p.m.
this Monday, March 2, yet, as of yes-
terday, February 25, only two current
members of the board — Darielle Walsh
and Ginger Hardwick — have submit-
ted their nominating petitions to Dr.
Robert C. Rader, Assistant Superin-
tendent for Business and board Sec-
retary.

Keith S. Hertell, Chairman of the
Finance Committee on the board, has
announced that he will not seek re-
election to a second three-year term.

Mr. Hertell, long active in Westfield
sports programs — some of which he
founded — was elected to the board
in 1995 along with Ms. Hardwick and
Mrs. Walsh. The field of persons run-
ning for the board that year included
nine candidates.

Last year’s election featured six
candidates for the three open slots.
Two of the candidates filed their peti-
tions at the deadline, making the cur-
rent short list of candidates not en-
tirely unusual.

Mrs. Walsh was named Vice Presi-
dent of the board last year replacing
John M. Toriello who chose not to
seek reelection. She has headed the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

T.S. Prince, to Alfred J. and Carole A.
Leone, 231 Golf Edge, $373,500.

B. Tarpey, M. Lofrano and N. Angelo,
to Thomas C. and Karen A. Jardim, 251
Walnut Street, $225,000.

H.B. Diamond, to Susan Hammell and
Hans Weber, 1145 South Avenue, West,
$92,000.

T.G. Jung and Corey J. Wu-Jung, to
Kevin A. Groff and Michele A. Clark-
Groff, 1026 Seward Avenue, $262,500.

K.S. and Cindy H. Lee, to Robert and
Samantha Greene, 820 Summit Avenue,
$257,500.

Recent
Home Sales

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A GENEROUS DONATION…Tom Hornish, left, of the Optimist Club of
Westfield hands Maureen Mazzarese, center, and Al Lantis, both teachers at
Westfield High School, checks for $500 each. Ms. Mazzarese accepted a check
on behalf of the Athletic Department and Captains Training Program and Mr.
Lantis, coordinator of Project ’79, accepted a check on behalf of the Project ’79
Program. The checks were donated by Merck & Co. through Merv Turner, a
member of the Optimist Club and employee of Merck.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
• A Piscataway woman reported that

someone had unlawfully withdrawn
money from her account at an East Broad
Street bank.

• A Wychwood Road resident reported
that a cellular telephone valued at $249
was stolen from a cabinet in her dining
room.

• A photo finishing firm on West North
Avenue reported the theft of merchandise
valued at $74.99.

• Faustino Guintanilla, 21, of Eliza-
beth was arrested and charged with driving
without a license at South Avenue near
Sussex Street, according to police. The
suspect posted $225 bail.

• A Doris Parkway resident reported
that a bicycle valued at $350 was taken
from a bicycle rack at Westfield High
School on Dorian Road.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
• Mabel McDaniel, 23, of East Orange

was arrested and charged with theft by
deception after she allegedly attempted to
cash stolen checks at an East Broad Street
bank, according to police.

McDaniel, who authorities said was
also wanted on a contempt of court war-
rant out of East Orange, was taken into
custody at East Broad and Prospect
Streets. She was transported to the Union
County Jail, where she was being held in
lieu of $10,000 bail.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19
• Tina McCoy, 32, of East Orange was

arrested and charged with driving with a
revoked license on South Avenue near
Crossway Place, according to police. She
posted $1,000 bail.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20
• An Edgewood Avenue resident re-

ported the theft of $5 from his locker at a
local recreational facility.

• Police received a report that a home on

Mountain Avenue had been burglarized.
Missing was $20 in cash and a Nintendo
system valued at $300. Authorities said
there was no sign of forced entry.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23
• A woman living on First Street re-

ported receiving harassing telephone calls
from another woman, according to police.

• Monika Zwaryca, 21, of Westfield
was arrested in front of her residence and
charged with possession of a syringe with
a needle, according to police. She was
issued a summons pending a future court
date.

A computer check revealed that
Zwaryca was wanted on an active warrant
from the Union County Sheriff’s Office
for contempt of court, for which no bail
was set.

She was also wanted on an active war-
rant from the Ocean County Sheriff’s
Office for probation violation, according
to police, for which she was being held in
lieu of $10,000 bail.

seek to vacate this street,” he said.
Many of those coming forward to

speak questioned why Mr. Kervick
was absent from the meeting, and also
wondered why no specific plan had
yet been presented to the town. Many
who addressed the committee con-
tended that any vacation of Grandview
would have serious effects on other
streets in the area.

“Before this is done, we absolutely
will submit a proposal here,” coun-
tered Mr. Flynn. “I think what we have
to determine is, are you going to put
that (other) property up for sale? How
can I elaborate on it when I don’t know
how many units you’re going to give
us?

“We’re reasonable,” Mr. Flynn
added. “We want to do something
nice down there.”

Peter Macri, who owns a barber
shop on Central Avenue, said any
attempt to vacate Grandview Avenue
would bring “complete chaos and
what are you going to do with the
kids?”

Angrily, Mr. Flynn claimed “we
never asked for the vacation of the
street. You people (the council) told
us that you wanted to vacate it. It is
our understanding that the town was
recommending 12 units an acre, and
that’s acceptable to us.”

When asked if Mr. Flynn was cor-
rect, First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick responded, “I take exception
to the statement when he points to us
and says, ‘you people.’ I have no idea
who could have given him that infor-
mation. We don’t intend to be argu-
mentative.”

The town, Mr. Brandt added, had
conducted a study of some kind, “and
I don’t think we ever recommended
any specific number. The study shows
that the actual density in the area is
higher than eight. (It) has a lot of
different densities in a relatively small

area to boot.”
“I think that this meeting was

very helpful,” added Mrs. Vernick,
who sits on the Building and Town
Property Committee, along with
Committee Chairman Matthew P.
Albano and Lawrence A. Goldman,
who represent the Second and
Fourth Wards, respectively. “And I
was very interested in hearing their
concerns.”

Mr. Flynn did not specifically iden-
tify who he meant by “you people,”
something that irritated Councilman
Albano.

“I did not propose that,” insisted
Councilman Albano. “I am trying to
find out that very question. I do not
know who he’s referring to.”

Others at the meeting commented
privately to The Westfield Leader that
Mr. Flynn had been “antagonistic,”
something the attorney contested.

“I hope I wasn’t,” Mr. Flynn said
the day after the meeting. “And I
apologize if I was. I’m not that type of
guy. I hope we stick to the facts. I’m a
Westfield guy.”

Mr. Flynn said his client is antici-
pating constructing some 23 units on
the 69,000 square feet he currently
owns, and at a density of 12 units per
acre.

Would the town consider altering
the zoning on that site to allow for the
higher density?

“Well, based upon what I heard
last night, I would not be in favor of
that,” responded Councilman
Albano in a telephone interview with
The Leader  on February 19. “But the
jury’s still out and I’m still waiting for
information. (We need) all the facts
before us.”

“I am not in favor of vacating that
street,” the councilman added. “I just
don’t think it helps anybody; based
on the facts before us, I see no ben-
efits from vacating.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Residents Blast Developer’s
Bid for Grandview Vacation

Faculty/Parents to Hear
Discussion March 4

On Special Education
Westfield public schools will close

after a four-hour session on Wednes-
day, March 4, so that teachers may
attend an inservice program on special
education.

The keynote speaker, Dr. Laurence
M. Lieberman, will present “Prevent-
ing/Preserving Special Education…For
Those Who Don’t/Do Need It.”

The same presentation will be of-
fered to parents that evening at 7:30
p.m. in the cafeteria of Edison Interme-
diate School at 800 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

“There has been an increase in the
number of students in our Special Edu-
cation program in the last few years,”
explained Superintendent of Schools
Dr. William J. Foley, “and we want to
ensure that we are providing the best
possible education for these and all
students in the district.”

Dr. Lieberman is the author of “Spe-
cial Educator’s Guide…to regular edu-
cation” and “Preserving Special
Education…for those who need it.”

MILESTONE MOMENT…The Westfield Fire Department’s newest member,
fire fighter Christopher Love, is pictured during his swearing-in ceremony, as
his badge is pinned on by his father, Roger Love. Looking on, pictured left to
right, are: Christopher’s mother, Michelle; Town Clerk Joy Vreeland, and
Councilwoman Gail S. Vernick, Chairwoman of the Town Council’s Public
Safety Committee. The ceremony took place in the council chambers at the
Municipal Building.

Board President Susan Jacobson
echoed the general sentiments of
the board when she criticized the T
and E standard as an, “artificial num-
ber” and “not realistic” for West-
field.

She further noted that, “no one in
the state supports the model, even in
the legislature.”

Board member Annmarie Puleio also
pointed out that Westfield exceeds
the T and E level in part because it has
nine schools while the state’s model
anticipates just seven for each dis-
trict.

She also noted that Westfield has
older school buildings which are more
costly to maintain.

Mr. Hertell called upon the board to
approve the tentative budget at its
next regularly-scheduled meeting on
Tuesday, March 3, at 8 p.m. The public
will have an opportunity for input at
the meeting.

Serving on the Finance Committee
with Mr. Hertell are board Mrs.
Jacobson and board Vice President
Darielle Walsh, Ginger Hardwick and
Carol Molnar.

The meeting will take place one day
before the filing deadline for the dis-
trict to submit its tentative budget to
the Union County Superintendent of
Schools.

The board can modify it through
final adoption and advertisement on
Thursday, March 26, but it cannot
increase the total budget beyond the
present level.

A public information session on
the tentative budget will be held on
Saturday, March 7, from 10 a.m. to
noon at the Administration Building,
302 Elm Street, in Westfield.

In other business before the board,
members revealed some disagreement
over the role the Strategic Planning
Council and its Action Committees
would play in the board’s final Strate-
gic Goals Statement.

Board members reported that 230
Westfield residents have volun-
teered time to the Strategic Planning
Council, including 167 on the Ac-
tion Committees, 37 on the council

itself, and 27 on the State of the
Community and the State of the
Schools Committees, which did re-
search for the Strategic Planning
Council.

Ms. Puleio, Chairwoman of the Stra-
tegic Planning Council, praised the
high turnout as proof that, “Westfield
takes education seriously.”

However, Mr. Hertell questioned
the ultimate use and meaning of the
council’s recommendations.

He worried that the board’s
elected officials might eventually
be forced to “implement a plan that
they have had very little impact
on,” and which has been drafted
by, “36 well-intentioned individu-
als with little or no Board of Educa-
tion experience.”

Board member Ginger Hardwick re-
sponded that she does not “look at
this process as in any way diminish-
ing my responsibility to make deci-
sions.”

 She pointed out that groups com-
ing together on the Strategic Planning
Council were more likely to be a cross
section of the community.

Ms. Puleio added that she had “al-
ways talked of the Strategic Planning
Council as a context for decision-mak-
ing” that ultimately still lies with the
board.

She commented that “although
some might feel that the Strategic Plan-
ning Council supersedes the board, I
view it as the board exercising its
authority in a democratic way.”

Dr. Foley concluded that although
“there may be some areas in which we
have reservations,” ultimately, “this
is a process that aids the board in its
responsibility.”

With the deadline for Board of Edu-
cation candidates to file their nomi-
nating petitions rapidly approaching,
it was noted that only two candidates
have so far filed petitions for three
vacancies.

Interested candidates may pick up
nominating petitions at the Adminis-
tration Building. Petitions must be
filled out and returned by 4 p.m. on
Monday, March 2.

School Board Presents
$52.02 Million Budget

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planes to Fly New Route
Beginning Next Month

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

able the council to grant permits to cafés
located outside the central business dis-
trict, such as Prospector’s Deli on Pros-
pect Street and Jordan’s Bakery on South
Avenue, both of which were given tempo-
rary café permits last year.

Hours of operation for cafés outside the
central business district may differ from
those in the center of the downtown itself,
according to the ordinance. Regular hours
for downtown cafés are 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.
starting April 1 and continuing through
October 31.

Debbie Schmidt, Executive Director of
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, said the chamber is concerned over
the provision in the ordinance for the use
of paper and other types of non-reusable
packaging of food products on the café
tables.

Ms. Schmidt said the chamber is sup-
portive of the cafés, noting that they bring
people to the downtown for lunch and
dinner.

The chamber, she said, believes that the
change in the ordinance may “present a
problem with increased litter.”

Acting Mayor Goldman explained that
if a particular operator has a litter problem,
this could be addressed the following year
by the council, which will now handle all
renewals of the café permits which include
an annual application fee of $100.

Violators of the ordinance face a fine of
up to $500 and 90 days in jail. The zoning
official is in charge of enforcing the code.

In the past, food and drink establish-
ments only had to fill out the necessary
paper work before getting a renewal from
the Town Clerk’s office.

“Quite frankly, I’m sure if there is a
problem with a (particular) café, we will
hear about it,” said Mr. Goldman, adding
that the council would then address that
concern when renewal of the permits are
discussed.

The ordinance includes a provision
whereby establishments using disposable
products would be required to provide
trash receptacles to handle the additional
trash, so as not to put a burden on town
garbage barrels.

Ms. Schmidt said she does not feel there
is a need to allow for paper and other types
of packaging which has the potential to
blow away and create a street and sidewalk
litter problem in the downtown.

Leo Titus, an operating partner of
Bruegger’s Bagels on Central Avenue, said
he supports the provisions in the old
ordinance, noting that the majority of his
customers utilize the reusable packaging.

He said his establishment uses linen
napkins and ceramic cups and bowels.

“We are in favor of keeping the existing
ordinance intact. We feel we were able to
police it, for the most part,” he said, noting
that the majority of Bruegger’s customers
used the reusable and, thus, heavier service
ware.

Mr. Titus emphasized that his business
did not request a change to disposable
cups and utensils in the ordinance.

Another change in the ordinance will
allow Bruegger’s and other establishments
to place the name of their business on the
umbrellas above the tables. This provision
is not allowed in the existing ordinance.

In a letter to the council, Michael La
Place, Executive Director of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, the govern-
ing body of the downtown special im-
provement district, said the amended code
“will prove to be a benefit to the economic
and aesthetic vitality of downtown West-
field.”

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick was the only one of the seven
governing body members present who
opposed the ordinance on its introduction
and first reading.

While she favors the cafés as an added
enhancement to the ambiance of the down-
town, Councilwoman Vernick said she is
“very concerned” on the change to allow
for disposable materials at outdoor restau-
rant tables.

She said she fears that paper products
will sit on tables until they blow away,
thus creating a litter problem and an “eye-
sore” in the business district.

“Westfield should be a standard (for the
state)” in the use of sidewalk cafés, Coun-
cilwoman Vernick told The Westfield Leader
following Tuesday’s council meeting. She
said there were no complaints regarding
litter under the existing ordinance.

While voting in favor of the introduc-
tion of the ordinance, Third Ward Coun-
cilman Neil F. Sullivan, Jr., indicated he

won’t make his final decision on which
way to vote until he hears from the public
on the amendments to the ordinance at a
public hearing on Tuesday, March 9, at 8
p.m.

In other business, the council approved
a resolution endorsing a proposal submit-
ted to the Westfield Recreation Commis-
sion by the Westfield Baseball League
(WBL) to make improvements at the
Gumbert Park baseball fields.

The WBL will be required to enter into
an agreement with the town on “issues
dealing with indemnity, the nature of the
work” and related matters.

Improvements will include stripping
and regrading of all the infields with clay
and Pro Choice, the adding of top soil and
sodding to the infields, as well as spot- and
hydra-seeding to the outfields.

In addition, all bases and home plates
will be replaced and pitching mounds re-
built. The work will commence by Sunday,
March 15.

Building and Town Property Commit-
tee Chairman Matthew P. Albano noted
that the improvements will not cost the
town any additional funds “thanks to the
generosity of Roger Ellis” who offered his
services to the town at no cost.

On another matter, the governing body
introduced an ordinance to amend the price
of permits for the town’s bulky waste
collection program from $60 to $50 for 750
pounds of materials.

Public Works Committee Chairman John
J. Walsh, who represents the Third Ward
on the council, said the program will be held
sometime in late April and early May. He
said he believes the new permit price to be
“quite reasonable.”

Councilman Sullivan disagreed with that
assessment, stating that he believes the
permit fee should be lowered to $45. He
said this price would increase participa-
tion by residents in the program and, ulti-
mately, lower the town’s fixed cost for the
program.

Councilman Walsh described the $50
price as a “midway mark.” He said the $45
proposed fee would only work to ensure
that the town breaks even if there is a high
level of participation for the curbside pickup
program. He said at $50 per permit, the
town is assured, for the most part, of not
losing money on the program.

Third Ward Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott, Chairman of the Solid Waste
Committee, said the fee in the resolution is
a “safe number.” He and Mr. Walsh both
agreed that if participation in the program
grows, the council could look at lowering
permit fees in future years.

The council decided to keep the public
hearing open in regard to an ordinance
which, if adopted, will designate the Charles
Marsh House on Salter Place as a historic
landmark within the town’s zoning ordi-
nance.

Bonnie Danzer, Chairwoman of the
Westfield Historic Preservation Commis-
sion, which has recommended the designa-
tion along with the Planning Board, said
she was concerned over whether or not the
designation would prevent the current
property owner from subdividing the lot.

Mrs. Danzer said Theodore Clark Al-
ley, who bought the home in 1983 along
with his wife, wants to preserve the two-
story, vernacular Dutch center hall, Colo-
nial-era farmhouse.

However, he does not want to lose the
option for himself or future generations of
his family to make a profit by dividing up
the property which, under existing zoning
regulations, can be subdivided.

Town Attorney Charles H. Brandt ad-
vised the council that if the house is desig-
nated as a historic landmark, Mr. Alley
would be obligated to go before the com-
mission for a certificate of appropriate-
ness.

If in the event the request is not
granted, Mr. Alley would simply have
to wait six months before getting the
necessary approval from the town. The
historic commission, he said, is only an
advisory board with no reaching au-
thority or powers.

The council has left the hearing open in
order for Mr. Alley to decide if he wants
the council to proceed with the ordinance.

Mr. Alley is a third cousin removed five
times from Mr. Marsh who, in turn, was
a second cousin once removed of Abraham
Clark, a signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

The Charles Marsh House would be the
sixth home in the town to earn the historic
designation.

Provision for Disposal Materials
Opposed for Sidewalk Cafés
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Local Artists Works
To Be Displayed

For Month at CSH
The Westfield Art Association Gal-

lery at Children’s Specialized Hospital
(CSH) in Mountainside will display the
contemporary art works of Gladys
Aronson of Clark and Alfred Kaercher
of Cranford from Friday, March 6,
through Wednesday, April 8.

The “Lyrica” paintings of Gladys
Aaronson explore color and texture by
the use of print and pastel, varied sur-
faces which give tactile and visual
experiences. The image, though sec-
ondary, does not disappear entirely.

Mr. Kaercher, a painter and sculptor,
said he was inspired by the beauty of
nature, and by discarded objects he
has found in many places.

The hospital is located on New Provi-
dence Road. Gallery hours are from
8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Visitors are re-
quested to enter the Ambulance En-
trance.

Facilities Committee since 1992 dur-
ing which time the committee ap-
proved a five-year long-range facili-
ties plan for the district.

Ms. Hardwick, the daughter of
former Assemblyman Chuck
Hardwick, chairs the Curriculum, In-
struction an Programs Committee.

Upon filing petitions, candidates
will be able to obtain a “School Board
Candidate Kit” from the board office.

The kits, published by the New Jer-
sey School Boards Association, in-
clude information about legal qualifi-
cations for school board candidacy,
the role of a school board member,
campaign procedures, the New Jersey
School Ethics Act and important dates
in the school election process.

The school election will take place
on Tuesday, April 21.

Deadline For
BOE Race
Is Monday
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when departing planes from Newark and
incoming aircraft to LaGuardia crossed
paths and experienced what Mr. Hatfield
called “a loss of separation” in airspace
near Newark.

He said that computer analysis of the
plan had looked good but, in practice, it
failed to prove safe.

Safety, efficiency and environmental
impact (noise) are the three primary fac-
tors Mr. Hatfield said the FAA will be
looking at in determining aircraft tracks or
routes.

“I am not adverse to looking at ocean
routing,” he said, referring to schemes
where Newark air traffic would fly at low
altitudes over the Atlantic Ocean during
takeoff or landing instead of over land.

Jerry Feder, a Westfield resident and
Chairman of the Union County Air Traf-
fic Advisory Board, showed FAA offi-
cials a map with proposed alternative
ocean routes that he said had been en-
dorsed by “air space experts.”

Mr. Hatfield described air traffic as “high-
ways in the skies” that exist in several
dimensions. “We can’t just think about left
and right when it comes to tracks; we also
have to look at up and down.”

For example, he said, airplanes from

New York airports fly along the Hudson
River at certain altitudes and Newark
aircraft must fly below that altitude in that
area. That is why the FAA can not simply
change one route that flies over a particular
location.

“It’s like dominoes,” he said, “if you
change one, it affects the others.”

Mr. Hatfield is responsible for all air
traffic routes over New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia and Washington, D.C.

A Plainfield resident asked for a cap on
the number of flights allowed in and out of
Newark Airport. According to Mr.
Hatfield, the FAA has no authority to
control the number of flights handled by
an airport.

“But we can delay aircraft and make
sure they’re separated,” he said.

“You have been very successful here, in
promoting Newark Airport as an alterna-
tive to New York. People want to come
here,” he pointed out, noting that this has
increased the frequency of flights and
subsequent noise.

Tom Bock, an FAA Airspace Branch
Manager said, however, that when delays
become too lengthy, an airline will generally
cut back on its number of flights to the
airport because it is unprofitable for the
company to operate under those conditions.

A North Edison resident drew audience
applause when she asked for a ban on late-
night flights, citing the 11:30 p.m. curfews
at New York’s LaGuardia and Kennedy
Airports.

Mr. Hatfield said only four airports
currently have caps on night flights.

“I don’t think the FAA can unilaterally
step out there and cap an airport. It would
have to be carefully scrutinized and dis-
cussed by everybody in the state,” Mr.
Hatfield said.

A Westfield resident and member of the
Union County Air Traffic Noise Advi-
sory Board, pointed out that 20 more
arrival and departure gates for aircraft are
being added at Newark Airport.

“What is Newark’s capacity?” she said.
“We need to know, do we relocate?”

Mr. Hatfield said a five-year study by
the FAA was in the works on the use of
airspace over the entire United States.

“There’s only so much concrete (run-
way),” he said. “Now, we have to look at
airspace. And we have to look at how
Newark’s airways can hook up with these
(nationwide) tracks.”

Mr. Hatfield confirmed that cargo
planes which tend to be older aircraft with
noisier engines, would be required to fol-
low the proposed 260-degree turn path.


