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MARKSMEN PROGRAM BEGINS JANUARY 13

County Distributing Fact Sheet
On Deer Reduction Program

To address the concerns of those
who live near or visit the Watchung
Reservation, the Union County Divi-
sion of Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced it is distributing brochures
about the deer reduction program for
the park, which begins on Tuesday,
January 13.

This brief summary answers some
of the most commonly-asked ques-
tions concerning the county’s pro-
gram, and is being distributed to ap-
proximately 1,500 households sur-
rounding the reservation, as well as
to mayors, municipal offices, libraries
and school superintendents in
Mountainside, Berkeley Heights,
Summit, Springfield and Scotch Plains.

Copies will also be available at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center,
452 New Providence Road, and the
Watchung Stable, 1160 Summit Lane,
both in Mountainside.

The county’s state-approved pro-

gram is designed to reduce the popu-
lation of white-tailed deer in the
Watchung Reservation to a density of
20 per square mile of park land.

According to the Union County
Office of Public Information, surveys
conducted from airplanes and heli-
copters with infrared photography and
from the ground with spotlights, have
shown that a density of 180 deer per
square mile living in the reservation in
1993 has been reduced to a density of
approximately 100 per square mile.

Thirty marksmen, who are licensed
hunters and have demonstrated a pro-
ficiency in shooting, will carry out this
program. One half of the agents are law
enforcement officers. All will serve on
a voluntary basis. Deer that are killed
will be processed at a United States
Department of Agriculture-approved
butcher, and the venison distributed to
the needy and homeless through the
Community FoodBank of New Jersey.

Hours of the program will be dawn to
10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. to dusk on
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays only. Teams will be supervised
by the Union County Police and repre-
sentatives from New Jersey Division
of Fish, Game and Wildlife.

Although the permit issued by the
Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife
allows for shooting activities through
Tuesday, March 31, shooting will con-
clude after 30 separate days of opera-
tion or the removal of 189 deer, which-
ever comes first.

Union County Parks’ officials have
warned that anyone found hunting on
any county park property outside of
the terms of this program will be pros-
ecuted to the fullest extent of the law.
Citizens observing such illegal action
are urged to immediately contact the
Union County Police at (908) 654-9800.

The reservation will not be closed
during the deer reduction program;
however, portions of some roadways
inside the park may be closed for short
periods.

Mature Drivers Invited
To Sharpen Road Skills
At February Program
The Retired and Senior Volunteer

Program of Catholic Community Ser-
vices is sponsoring an American
Association of Retired Persons
(AARP) Mature Driving Program “55
Alive” on Monday, and Tuesday,
February 16 and 17, at 505 South Av-
enue, Cranford, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m.

This program offers the mature
driver an opportunity to sharpen his
or her driving skills, and also may
qualify them for reduction of points
against their driver’s license and re-
duction of their car insurance cost by
5 percent.

The fee for the full program is $8,
which covers the cost of materials.
For more information or to register,
please call (908) 497-3941.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION…Union County Freeholder Nicholas P. Scutari
presents a resolution to Helen Chokov of Westfield during her retirement party
held recently at the Sphinx Restaurant in Roselle. “Helen was employed for 14
years as a Senior Key Punch Operator at the Union County Board of Taxation,
and we wish her well after her years of dedicated service,” said Freeholder
Scutari.

Freeholders Plan Program
On Value of Shared Services
The Union County Board of Cho-

sen Freeholders will host a confer-
ence and workshop for local officials
in March on the value of sharing ser-
vices and cooperative purchasing.

Linda d. Stender, 1997 Chairwoman
of the Freeholder Board, said that
during the conference and workshop,
county officials will highlight the suc-
cesses of collaborative efforts during
the past year and how they will con-
tinue to save taxpayer dollars with
new initiatives in 1998.

“It is the responsibility of county
officials and municipal leaders to take
full advantage of the value of
partnering,” she said, adding that the
conference also will identify potential
areas for addition and plans to aug-
ment those that are ongoing.

Earlier this year, the Freeholder
Board created the county’s Depart-
ment of Economic Development which
identified sharing services and pro-
grams as an integral component in
expanding Union County’s economy.

In meetings throughout the fall,
officials from the 21 municipalities ex-

pressed concerns and offered sug-
gestions on programs to be pursued
by the department.

The initiatives for 1998 include:
• A $25,000 grant for the procure-

ment of language assistance for school
children in the county. The money will
help those who are deaf and have
hearing impairments, as well as those
who have comprehension deficits.

• A $30,000 grant for educating
residents in the care of Union County’s
natural resources. “A Path to the Fu-
ture — the Greening of Union County”
will emphasize the importance of car-
ing for open space.

Union County also will be the lead
agency in “GovConnect,” a comput-
erized access system that will enable
local agencies to more efficiently ob-
tain services via e-mail and other elec-
tronic functions, rather than relying
on paperwork and telephones.

“GovConnect” features include
providing access to all state purchase
contracts, legislative updates and the
ability to electronically communicate
with state agencies.

CELEBRATE THE SEASON…Union County Freeholders Daniel P. Sullivan,
Linda d. Stender and Donald Goncalves, along with Debra Marshall, Comcast
Area Manager for Public Relations, applaud as the lights go on at the eighth
annual Tree Lighting Ceremony and Charity Drive, held recently at the
Watchung Stable in Mountainside. The Freeholders thanked Comcast, which
sponsored the event, along with Boy Scout Troop No. 23 of Elizabeth for serving
refreshments and the Celebration Singers for providing holiday songs.

Free Tax Assistance Offered
To Qualifying Residents

Catholic Community Services and
the Retired and Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram (RSVP) of Union County are
providing free Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) county wide from
Saturday, February 7, through
Wednesday, April 15.

Assistance in filing federal and state
income tax returns is available to all
ages having a low to moderate in-
come, the elderly and the handicapped
who reside in Union County.

Individuals seeking assistance
should bring with them pertinent tax
documents such as a copy of last
year’s return, W-2 forms, bank inter-
est statements and the tax package
received in the mail.

Those filing for the homestead re-
bate will need to know their lot and

block number and the amount of prop-
erty tax paid in 1997; and for renters,
the name and address of the landlord
and amount of the rent paid in 1997.

Taxpayers are encouraged to call
one of the following sites after Thurs-
day, January 15, to make an appoint-
ment:

• Catholic Community Services:
(908) 497-3900.

• Clark Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center: (732) 396-7100.

• Roselle Library: (908) 245-5809.
• Bierteumpfel Senior Center: (908)

686-7887.
•Vauxhall Library: (908) 688-1078.
Walk-ins may receive tax assistance

at the Main Library in Elizabeth, 11
South Broad Street, on Saturdays from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Curtain to Rise Saturday
On WCP Comedy-Mystery

Theatergoers are invited to stay for WCP’s
opening night party on January 10, with
light snacks and coffee served in the lobby
after the curtain closes.

Tickets are available at Rorden Realty,
44 Elm Street, Westfield, or at the theater.
For individual tickets or group sales, please
call the box office at (908) 232-1221.

Funding has been made possible, in
part, by the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts, Department of State, through a
grant administered by the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs.

The Westfield Community Players
(WCP) has announced that their produc-
tion of Out of Sight - Out of Murder, a
comedy-mystery, written by Fred
Carmichael, will open on Saturday, Janu-
ary 10

The cast features a mix of WCP veterans
and newcomers, among them Meghan Smith
of Westfield as “Addie.” The theater is
located at 1000 North Avenue, West, in
Westfield.

Additional show dates are Fridays and
Saturdays, January 16 and 17 and 23 and
24, at 8 p.m., with all  tickets priced at $12.


