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MAYOR FOR 1998...Joan Papen takes the oath of office from Scotch Plains
Township Clerk Barbara Riepe to become Mayor. Holding the Bible are her
daughters Cheri Santiago, and Laurie Fuchs. Mayor Papen was appointed for
a one-year term by her fellow council members.

Suzette Stalker for The Times
CHEERS FOR THE CHIEF…Fanwood Police Chief Robert Carboy receives a round of applause after being sworn in
on New Year’s Day. The chief took his oath of office before a packed audience at Borough Hall. Joining the new Chief,
pictured left to right, are: his mother-in-law, Dorothy Kunstmann, his wife, Diane, and Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, who
conducted the swearing in ceremony.

William A. Burke for The Times
WELCOME TO COUNCIL…Republican Councilman Joel Whitaker takes
his oath of office New Year’s Day in the Fanwood Council chambers at Borough
Hall as he begins his freshman term. Superior Court Judge Melvin Whitken
swears in the new representative during the governing body’s annual reorga-
nization meeting, as Mr. Whitaker’s family, pictured left to right, daughters
Anne and Melissa and wife, Donna, look on.

MAYOR PRAISES ‘OUTSTANDING INDIVIDUAL ’

Fanwood’s New Police Chief
Sworn in on New Year’s Day
At Borough Hall Ceremony
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Fanwood Councilmen
Sworn in on January 1

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Borough Councilmen William E.
Populus, Jr. and Joel Whitaker took
their oaths of office New Year’s Day
during the annual reorganization
meeting of Fanwood’s governing
body. The meeting began at noon in
the council chambers.

The two men were sworn in fol-
lowing the invocation, which was
given by the Reverend Tony Kuizan
of St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. He also gave the benediction
at the close of the meeting.

Councilman Populus, a Democrat,
was returned for his second full term
on the governing body in last
November’s general election, while
Councilman Whitaker, a Republi-
can, begins his freshman term as
successor to former Republican
Councilman Dr. Chester R. Lindsey.

The Democrats have held a 4-3
majority on the governing body since
1988, with council members split
evenly along party lines. Democratic
Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly serves
as tie breaker when necessary.

Mr. Populus was accompanied by
his wife, Marilyn, as he was sworn in
by Municipal Court Judge Susan
MacMullen. The incumbent was first
named to fill a council vacancy in
1993, and was elected to his first full
term the following year.

The veteran councilman ran with
Patricia Plante on the Democratic
ticket in last year’s Borough Council
race, against Mr. Whitaker and his
runningmate, David Trumpp.

Joining Mr. Whitaker as he was

sworn in was his wife, Donna, and
his two young daughters, Anne, a
student at McGinn Elementary
School in Scotch Plains, and Mel-
issa. He was administered the oath of
office by Superior Court Judge Melvin
Whitken.

Democratic Councilman Bruce H.
Walsh was named to continue as
Council President following a split
vote by the council, which was bro-
ken by Mayor Connelly.

The Mayor subsequently adminis-
tered the oaths of office to members
of the Fanwood Fire Department,
including new Fire Chief John
Piccola, and the Fanwood Volunteer
Rescue Squad.

Officials voted to adopt the By-
Laws for 1998 after confirmation
was made that they could be amended
later. Two council representatives said
they wanted to review certain poli-
cies at a later meeting.

Republican Councilman Louis C.
Jung said he hoped to discuss the
option of allowing officials to abstain
from voting on a matter; while Coun-
cilman Walsh said he wanted to re-
view the policy on public comment.

A split between Republicans and
Democrats on the council occurred
once again over approval of borough
appointments for 1998.

Councilman Jung motioned that
the Borough Attorney’s position –
one of several Mayoral appointments
— be voted on separately from the
others. The motion was supported by
Councilmen Whitaker and Stuart S.
Kline.

Mr. Walsh, Mr. Populus and Coun-
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By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A standing-room only crowd filled
the Borough Council chambers New
Year’s Day, as former Captain Rob-
ert Carboy was sworn in as Fanwood’s
new Chief of Police during an 11
a.m. ceremony. He is only the fourth
person to hold that office since the
borough was founded more than a
century ago.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly ad-
ministered the oath of office to the
new chief, whom she described as
“an outstanding individual,” as his
wife, Diane, held the Bible. Mrs.
Connelly also presented the 38-year
veteran of the Fanwood force with
his new departmental badge.

She said that people who had spo-
ken to her about the appointment
unanimously agreed that Chief Car-
boy will be “perfect for the job.” The
new Chief had previously been a
Captain since 1992.

Close to 100 people attended the
half-hour ceremony. In addition to
Mrs. Carboy, family members in at-
tendance included his daughter and
son-in-law, Cerinda and John
Newcomb, and grandson, Rane, of
Woburn, Massachusetts, and the
chief ’s mother-in-law, Dorothy
Kunstmann of Whiting.

Also on hand to witness the swear-
ing in and offer congratulations to
Chief Carboy were fellow officers
and current and former borough offi-
cials. The event, broadcast live on
Channel 35, was followed by a light
reception at the Fanwood Volunteer
Rescue Squad headquarters adjacent
to Borough Hall.

Chief Carboy succeeds his long-
time law enforcement colleague and
friend, former Police Chief Anthony
J. Parenti, who retired on December
31 in compliance with the state’s
mandatory retirement law for all po-

lice and fire department personnel
who have reached age 65.

Former Chief Parenti, who served
with the department for 40 years,
was honored by the Mayor and Coun-
cil with a special presentation made
during the governing body’s Decem-
ber 23 meeting, which also drew a
large crowd of well-wishers.

The former chief, who began his
new position as Director of the John
H. Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains on Monday, presented his own
personal badge to his successor dur-
ing the ceremony, “as a token of our
friendship and the pride that I feel
that you’re taking my place. I would
have preferred no one else.”

Chief Carboy, 60, responded that
when his own time comes to retire,
he and his former superior would
present the badge to the next Chief
together.

Officer Richard Trigo, President
of the Fanwood Policeman’s Benevo-
lent Association Local No. 123, also
presented the new Chief with a plaque
commemorating his appointment as
head of the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment.

“This is a very humbling day for
me,” Chief Carboy told members of
the audience after being sworn in.
He added that, “while I can thank
the Mayor and council, it would not
have been possible if not for the way

that each of you has touched my
life.”

The Borough Council confirmed
its appointment in October of then
Captain Carboy to succeed Chief
Parenti upon the latter’s retirement.
Officials learned last July that the
former chief, who assumed command
of the police department in 1975,
would have to retire by the end of
1997.

At the time the appointment was
announced, Council President and
Police Commissioner Bruce H. Walsh
confirmed that the captain was se-
lected for promotion based on his
rank and his length of service with
the department.

Chief Carboy also was recom-
mended for the position by former
Chief Parenti and by the Borough
Council’s Public Safety Committee,
which had interviewed the candidate
during the latter part of last year
concerning his future role and his
goals for the department.

Chief Carboy has lived in the bor-
ough since 1981. He previously re-
sided in Fanwood from 1959 to 1971,
then in Frenchtown for 10 years be-
fore returning to the municipality.

He completed his elementary and
high school education in Scotch
Plains, and earned an associate’s de-
gree in criminal justice from Union
College.

Communities
Charge Pair
In Robberies

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood Police Chief Robert Car-
boy got to test his command skills
after less than two full days on the job
Saturday morning, as officers re-
sponded to a strong-arm robbery
which occurred shortly after a de-
partmental meeting at headquarters
wrapped up.

Chief Carboy, who was sworn in
on New Year’s Day, had held a meet-
ing with his officers which ended at
about 9:20 a.m. Approximately 10
minutes later, an officer observed the
robbery in progress from his car while
traveling along Paterson Road, po-
lice said.

As he turned his vehicle around to
investigate, the officer saw the vic-
tim, a 47-year-old man, lying on the
ground. The latter sustained a bro-
ken jaw for which he later underwent
surgery at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield, police
said.

The officer also spotted a male

THE TIMES

CUTTING OVERLAPPING, CONFUSING MEASURES ALSO HIGH ON LIST

Mayor Papen Lists Sewer Project
As a Top Priority in New Year

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Four-term Republican Council-
woman Joan Papen was sworn in as
Mayor of Scotch Plains Township on
January 1 for the fourth time in 16
years.

The township form of government
requires the selection every year of a
Mayor from among the five elected
officials. Councilman William F.
McClintock, Jr., who himself served
as Mayor in 1994, will serve as Deputy
Mayor under Mrs. Papen.

Veteran Councilwoman Irene T.
Schmidt stepped down as last year’s
Mayor and now returns to complete
her fourth term on the council this
year. Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins won praise from Mayor Papen
for his “outstanding” work and will
return to serve the municipality.

After a brief unexpected council
“caucus” to “draw straws” over who
would nominate Mrs. Papen, an au-
dience seemingly amused by the elec-
tion antics saw all three councilmen
— Robert E. Johnston, Martin Marks
and Mr. McClintock — nominate
Councilwoman Papen for the top job.

Only Councilwoman Schmidt re-
mained to second the measure, which
was followed by a unanimous vote of
approval by the all-Republican coun-
cil. Mrs. Papen served as Deputy
Mayor last year.

The township Mayor and Deputy
Mayor may legally perform marriages
while serving in office, with the col-
lected fees returned to the township.

In her inaugural speech, Mayor
Papen said a top priority for the
township this year is the $1.83 mil-
lion sanitary sewer project to up-
grade pumping stations on the south
side.

The project includes adding pipes
for increased waste flow. After nearly
a year of preparation, a township
contract with a Roselle Park com-
pany for the sewer project was put on
hold last month, when it was re-
vealed in a Star-Ledger article that
the two contracting company owners
were recently convicted of bribery,

theft and extortion in bid-rigging
schemes, and had been sentenced to
three years in prison.

Officials said the township owed
Consolidated Design and Building
Corporation a hearing next week
before deciding how to proceed un-
der the law, since Consolidated was
the lowest of several bidders for the
sewer work.

Mr. Atkins said township officials
were unaware of the convictions dur-
ing the bidding process or at the time
the council approved the contract.

Mayor Papen emphasized that
maintaining the township’s infra-
structure — sewers, roads, build-
ings, fire equipment and sidewalks,
for examples — in good shape was
an important issue.

“Our maintenance prevention ap-
proach is much more cost effective
and keeps the township in much bet-
ter condition,” she said.

She added that the council will
continue to look for state and federal
grants to fund improvements to area

roads and rail lines.
Mayor Papen also said that she

was looking to tighten up the town-
ship code of laws over the coming
year by eliminating overlapping, con-
flicting or outdated measures.

She also said that after at least four
years of study, it was time the town-
ship moved ahead to put its legal
records into electronic form and thus
eliminate a growing need for paper
storage space.

She added that, legally, there are
certain documents that must be saved
in their original form, but that much
could be converted to computer disks.
No estimates on costs for the conver-
sion were available yet, she noted.

Mayor Papen indicated a task force
may be formed to consider sugges-
tions that were issued by the Down-
town Development Committee last
month.

As tradition dictates, the new
Mayor makes most appointments for
the year during the January 1
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OFFICIALS EAGER TO MOVE AHEAD ON AUTOMATING LOCAL LIBRARIES

New Township Officers to Be Sworn in on Tuesday;
Sewerage Authority Seeks Raise for Commissioners

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

With newly-installed Mayor Joan
Papen presiding, the Scotch Plains
Township Council held its first con-
ference meeting of the new year Tues-
day night in preparation for a public
meeting this Tuesday, January 13, at 8
p.m.

The township hired three new po-
lice officers to replace retiring Patrol-
men Ernie Hines, David Palentchar
and Michael Sachkowsky.

Scotch Plains residents Shawn
Johnson, Theodore Conley and Jerald
Brown (a captain in the local fire
department) will begin classes at the
John H. Stamler Union County Police
Academy on Monday, January 26.

The new recruits will be sworn into
service during the January 13 council

meeting.
Other agenda items include renewal

of the township’s agreement with the
Borough of Fanwood to provide trans-
portation for the community’s senior
citizens.

With funds provided by the Union
County Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee,
Fanwood pays Scotch Plains $6,600
to manage the bus service.

In other business, Municipal Man-
ager Thomas E. Atkins updated coun-
cil members on Fanwood’s interest in
joining Scotch Plains in automating
the local libraries. Councilman Will-
iam L. McClintock called the pro-
gram a “win-win” situation for the two
communities.

According to Mr. McClintock,
Fanwood could save 80 percent on

catalog costs alone by piggybacking
on the Scotch Plains’ library automa-
tion plan. Scotch Plains in eager to
move on the plan, which represents
the culmination of 18 months’ work.
A decision from Fanwood officials is
pending.

The Scotch Plains Council was
asked by the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority to support its request to
raise compensation levels for author-
ity commissioners from $600 to
$2,000 annually, and to increase the
chairman’s compensation from
$2,000 to $3,000 per year. This repre-
sents the first compensation increase
since 1983.

Despite the proposed compensa-
tion increase, the authority’s 1998
budget reflects a three percent de-
crease in assessments to member

municipalities. Mrs. Papen is the
township’s authority representative.

Approval from the township re-
quires unanimous support from the
council.

Mr. Atkins advised the council to
consider several fund transfers within
the 1997 budget. These would in-
clude moving money into a line item
entitled “police-other expenses,” to
handle a three-year maintenance
agreement on the township’s 911
emergency program.

Other moneys would be channeled
into “legal services,” and, possibly,
the “capital improvement fund.”

In addition, council members
planned to recognize golf profes-
sional John Turnbull for his receipt

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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William A. Burke for The Times
SECOND TIME AROUND…Democratic Councilman William E. Populus, Jr.,
accompanied by his wife, Marilyn, is sworn in for his second full term New
Year’s Day by Municipal Court Judge Susan MacMullen during the governing
body’s annual reorganization meeting at Fanwood Borough Hall. Mr. Populus
had originally been named to fill a vacancy on the council in 1993, and was elected
to his first three-year term the following year.
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Fanwood and Scotch Plains
Charge Pair in Robberies

               FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

SCOTCH  PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30
• Damage was reported to a motor

vehicle in the 500 block of Rolling
Peaks Way.

• A resident of Swans Mill Lane
reported that his house was hit with a
number of paintballs.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31
• A victim reported that while at a

convenience store on Westfield Av-
enue his vehicle, which was left run-
ning in the lot, was stolen. The vehicle
was later recovered in Plainfield by
Union County Police. Two juveniles
were arrested, police said.

• Terrill Middle School was report-
edly hit with paintballs.

• A patron of a night club on Terrill
Road reported the theft of a cellular
telephone from his vehicle.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1
• Harold Reyes, age 45, of Linden,

was arrested and charged with driving
under the influence of alcohol pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop on Route No. 22.

• A resident of Spruce Mill Lane
reported the theft of an undetermined
amount of cash from inside the house.
There was no sign of forced entry, ac-
cording to police.

• The burglary of a residence on
Stocker Lane was reported. Forced en-
try was reported. An undetermined
amount of cash and jewelry was taken
along with some electronics.

• Joseph Margiotta, 24, and John
Margiotta, 24, both of Scotch Plains;
and Robyn Zwickel, 20, of Staten Is-
land, were arrested and charged with
possession and use of marijuana, under
50 grams. The arrest was the result of a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2
• Richard Catena, 3rd, 19, of South

River, and Frederick Flynn, 2nd, 20, of
Easton, Pennsylvania, were arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana,
under 50 grams, following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route No. 22.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3
• An area resident reported a purse

snatching that occurred on Terrill Road
and King Street at approximately 8:15
a.m. The man reportedly shoved the
victim and fled to a parked car and fled
onto Terrill Road.

The pocketbook and an undetermined
amount of cash were taken. At approxi-
mately 9:40 a.m., the Fanwood Police

Department had a similar incident and
apprehended a suspect. Scotch Plains
Detective William Schultz is conducting
the investigation on the Scotch Plains
incident and coordinating his efforts with
the Fanwood Police Department.

• A Country Club Lane resident re-
ported the theft of several hundred dol-
lars in coins taken from inside his apart-
ment. The theft occurred over the past
several weeks.

• A patron of a pharmacy located on
Park Avenue reported the theft of a cel-
lular telephone from a vehicle while
parked in the lot at approximately 4 p.m.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4
• A resident of Cellar Avenue re-

ported the theft of a glass “targa” top and
golf clubs from his corvette. The incident
occurred during the night.

• A resident of Mountainview Ter-
race reported that someone had entered
his garage and had stolen two smoked
glass T-tops from his vehicle. The inci-
dent occurred during the past month.

• Approximately six residents of the
Terrill Road and Martine Avenue area
reported thefts and damage to their mail-
boxes.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1
· An assault incident was reported at

a South Avenue supermarket between
two people known to each other, accord-
ing to police.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2
· Police reported that an assault oc-

curred at a South Avenue coffee shop
during an altercation between a customer
and an employee of the shop. No com-
plaints had been signed.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4
· Craig Stewart, 20, of Fanwood was

arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated under the legal age to con-
sume an alcoholic beverage, following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road near
Midway Avenue. He was released on his
own recognizance.

· A bicycle was reported stolen after
it was left on the side of a building on
South Avenue, according to police.

suspect, later identified as Clifford X.
Jenkins, 34, of Edgewater Park, at-
tempting to drive away in a 1979
black, two-door Pontiac Bonneville
which was parked nearby, authori-
ties said.

When he was unable to start the
car, the suspect fled north along the
right-of-way where the power lines
are located, police confirmed. Mean-
while, police apprehended a second
suspect, identified as Lisa D. Minder,
25, of Plainfield, who was in the
Pontiac.

The officer who had witnessed the
robbery had radioed headquarters for
backup – and 12 to 15 Fanwood
officers who were still there after the
meeting with the chief were dis-
patched to the scene.

The officers, with assistance from
Plainfield police, set up a perimeter to
keep Jenkins from getting out of the
area, said Officer Richard Trigo of the
Fanwood Police Department. Jenkins
was discovered hiding behind a house
on Stewart Place at 10:12 a.m.

He was subsequently charged with
robbery, aggravated assault and re-
ceiving stolen property, according to
Fanwood police. Minder was charged
with receiving stolen property, rob-
bery and possession of narcotics para-
phernalia.

The victim had just bought a car,
Captain Carboy stated, and was clean-
ing it out in front of his home when
he was apparently targeted at ran-
dom for the robbery. A white bag he
had been using to clean out the car
was taken from the victim, along
with his car keys, according to po-
lice.

The stolen car keys, which were
identified by the victim as having

been taken from him during the rob-
bery, were recovered in the suspects’
vehicle, according to police.

The suspects were remanded to the
Union County Jail, police confirmed,
where Jenkins was being held in lieu
of $10,000 bail and Minder was be-
ing held on $2,500 bail.

Chief Carboy praised the efforts of
his officers in nabbing the suspects,
noting that “it just goes to show you
that whether they’re on duty or off,
they’re more than willing to pitch
right in. That’s the kind of profes-
sional dedication that you hear about
but don’t often see.”

Scotch Plains police have also
charged Jenkins and Minder in con-
nection with the theft of a handbag
from a township woman at 8:18 a.m.
Saturday morning at Terrill Road and
King Street, near the Fanwood bor-
der.

Authorities are additionally inves-
tigating whether the suspects may
have been involved in a Plainfield
carjacking.

The Scotch Plains victim sustained
minor injuries, according to town-
ship police, which reportedly did not
require her to be hospitalized.

In that case, Jenkins was charged
with robbery by force and with in-
flicting bodily injury, while Minder
was charged with being his accom-
plice, according to Captain Joseph
Protasiewicz of the Scotch Plains
Police Department.

Detective William J. Schultz led
the investigation of the Scotch Plains
incident, Captain Protasiewicz said.

Scotch Plains Municipal Court
Judge Joseph Perfilio set bail for the
suspects at $25,000 each on the town-
ship charges.

reorganizational meeting.
Mayor Papen will serve on the

Planning Board along with Building
Inspector Robert LaCosta. James
Walsh was appointed to the Library
Board for a five-year term, along
with Councilman McClintock. Mr.
McClintock will represent the Mayor
on the board.

Sharon Pachler was named to the
Union County Solid Waste Advisory
Council, along with Road Supervi-
sor Walter DiNizo, who was named
as an alternate member.

Councilman Johnston was ap-
pointed as Council Liaison to the
Union County Air Traffic Noise
Advisory Board.

The Holiday Decorating Commit-
tee will be chaired by Vincent
Losavio, of John’s Meat Market; with
Mr. DiNizo and Mayor Papen as
members.

Marcia Anderson was named as
the council’s representative to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling
Association.

Mayor Papen will represent the
governing body on the Parent-
Teacher Council, while Deputy

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mayor Lists Sewer Project
As a Top Priority in 1998

Here’s Where to Buy

The Times
WALT’S MOUNTAIN DELI

2385 Mountain Avenue, Scotch Plains
QUICK CHEK FOOD & PHARMACY

1928 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains
WALLIS STATIONERY

441 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains
QUICK STOP

1819 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
FANWOOD CORNER STORE

34 Martine Avenue, Fanwood
FANWOOD TRAIN STATION

North Avenue, Fanwood
QUICK CHEK

572 North Avenue, Fanwood
SHOPPERS EXPRESS
190 South Avenue, Fanwood

SEVEN ELEVEN
1200 South Avenue West, Westfield

cilwoman Karen M. Schurtz voted in
favor of keeping the attorney’s posi-
tion inclusive with the other appoint-
ments, which was supported by Mayor
Connelly. Dennis Estis will continue
to provide legal services in the new
year.

Councilwoman Schurtz was reap-
pointed for a one-year term as the
council’s representative to the
Fanwood Planning Board, which ef-
fective this month has assumed the
responsibilities of the now-disbanded
Fanwood Board of Adjustment. The
combined board will continue to be
known, however, as the Planning
Board.

Llewyellen Fisher was also reap-
pointed as the governing body’s rep-
resentative to the Union County Rev-
enue Sharing Committee.

Among other people reappointed
to positions were Barbara Brennan
as the borough’s Treasurer and Chief
Financial Officer.

The Mayor announced standing
Borough Council committees for
1998. They are as follow: Adminis-
tration and Finance, Councilman
Populus, Chairman; Public Safety,
Councilman Walsh, Chairman, and
Public Works, Councilman Jung,
Chairman.

The others are Land Use and His-
toric Preservation, Councilwoman
Schurtz, Chairwoman; Education,
Health and Welfare, Councilman
Kline, and Recreation and Commu-
nity Services, Councilman Whitaker.

Several committees are expected
to address goals for the borough as
the turn of the century approaches.

In addition to the already-estab-
lished Fanwood Downtown Rede-
velopment Committee and the
Fanwood Assessment Committee,
two new groups are expected to get
underway in 1998. These include
Strategic Planning for Year 2000 and
the Millennium Committee.

The Times of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood was again named as one of
the official newspapers for advertis-
ing by the borough.

Before the meeting was adjourned,
Mayor Connelly reflected on the high-
lights of 1997 in Fanwood. She cited
the municipal budget, which repre-
sented a 0 percent tax increase, and
the receipt of more than $400,000 in
grants by the community as two of
the borough’s major achievements
last year.

Mrs. Connelly also touched on
events such as the opening of the
Chelsea in Fanwood and the success-
ful “Fanny Wood Day” celebration, as
well as Environmental Commission
Chairman Dean Talcott’s efforts in
planting 1.5 acres of wildflowers in the
right-of-way of the Public Service Elec-
tric and Gas company property.

The Mayor also noted several tran-
sitions in municipal government and
accomplishments by local residents
last year, and fondly recalled those in
the community who had passed away.

Wrapping up her review, Mayor
Connelly predicted that 1998 would
be “a great year.” She also thanked
residents for “all your contributions
and for making Fanwood a great
place to live.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Two Fanwood Councilmen
Take Oaths of Office Jan. 1

Fanwood Republicans
Slate Jan. 12 Meeting

The Fanwood Republican Club
will hold its monthly meeting on
Monday, January 12, at 8 p.m. in
the Community Center (at the
train station), located on North
Avenue in Fanwood.

The meeting will be the begin-
ning of the year organizational and
planning meeting Nominations will
be held for new municipal and
county committee positions.

Monthly meetings are held the
second Monday of the month. This
past year, guest speakers included
Assemblyman Richard H. Bag-
ger, Fred Chemidlin, Family In-
vestors President, and Paul
Mulshine, a Star-Ledger colum-
nist If you have topics you wish to
have presented, please bring your
ideas to the meeting.

Mayor McClintock will serve as
Council Liaison to the Board of Edu-
cation.

of the 1997 Junior Golf Leader Award
from the Professional Golfers Asso-
ciation (PGA), and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School 1997 Boys’
Varsity Soccer Team for its highly-
successful season.

Like his predecessor George
Reider, newly-appointed Emergency
Management Coordinator Don
Wormley refused compensation for
his services.

However, Mr. Atkins said he be-
lieves an annual salary of $2,000 is
warranted for the three-year appoint-
ment. As a result, the council is set to
act on Mr. Atkins’ recommendation
to amend the salary ordinance for the
position from its present range of
$5,000 to $10,000 to $1,000 to $4,000
annually.

In other business, Mr. Atkins an-
nounced that council members will
receive his “preliminary recommen-
dations” regarding the 1998 budget
on Friday, January 16. Data will in-
clude some general comments on
the township’s revenues for the past
year, which he graded “B to B +.”

“They’re in good condition,” Mr.
Atkins added.

He also advised the council that a
township auction of the property lo-
cated at 2682 Plainfield Avenue, a
10,000 square-foot lot, will take place
January 13 at 7 p.m. in the Municipal
Building. The minimum bid is
$60,000.

The council also considered the
private sale of municipal property at
765 Jerusalem Road, a substandard
lot of 5,000 square feet.

Council members were disap-
pointed by the rejection of the
township’s application for funding
under the state’s Historic Preserva-
tion Bond Program to support pres-
ervation of the Osborn Cannonball
House.

Among the 30 sites selected for
funding were two Union County lo-
cations: the Plainfield Friends Meet-
ing House in Plainfield, and the Mer-
chants and Drovers Tavern in
Rahway.

During the meeting, the council
applauded the Technology Advisory
Committee report submitted by Ken
Anderson on what the next steps
should be in the ongoing effort to

“clean up” the township’s in-house
personal computer and create a
“united enterprise-wide network.”

The contents of the report, which
includes a proposed budget of
$18,560 and a recommendation to
use the services of Orion Systems
Integrators, Inc., is under review.

The council elected to review likely
candidates for the Downtown Com-
mittee Task Force in closed session.
The task force will be charged with
implementing recommendations
from the Downtown Redevelopment
Committee and consultants to en-
hance Scotch Plains’ business dis-
trict.

According to Councilman Martin
Marks, these include: a logo and
theme for the downtown; the renam-
ing of East Second Street, Plainfield
and Westfield Avenues as “Center
Boulevard,” and the acquisition of
banners and benches.

The Township Manager’s office
will draft a letter charging the task
force to present detailed plans for the
implementation and proposed fund-
ing of these improvements.

The council agreed to draft a letter
to the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders regarding new board
Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan’s re-
cent decision to provide $3 million
to schools for the purchase of com-
puters and access to the Internet over
the next three years under a county
grants program.

“This is not under the job descrip-
tion for a Freeholder board,” said
Mayor Papen.

Councilman Marks agreed. He said
he would prefer to see the money
returned to the towns to be used as
they see fit.

In a final matter, the council agreed
to support a request from the Scotch
Plains/Fanwood Citizens Against
Aircraft Noise to support a test of the
260-degree turn flight plan proposed
by the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion.

Under the newest plan, air traffic
routes appear to bypass the Scotch
Plains/Fanwood area, passing over
industrial tracts first, then climb-
ing to higher altitudes before pass-
ing over residential areas, officials
said.
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New Scotch Plains Officers
To Be Sworn in Tuesday

The Fanwood Recreation Commission
will again be sponsoring art classes study-
ing drawing, painting and sculpture in an
eight-week course. Instructor Barbara
Prestridge is a local artist and a New
Jersey-certified art teacher.

Monday classes, held from 3:45 to
4:45 p.m., are for 6 to 9 year-olds and will
begin January 12. Wednesday classes,
running from 3:45 to 5 p.m., are for 10 to
14 year olds and will begin on January 14.
All classes are held at La Grande Park.

Registration for this winter session of
classes will be held at La Grande on
Saturday, January 10, at 9 a.m. for
Fanwood residents and 9:30 a.m. for non-
residents.

The fees are: Monday class, $30 for
Fanwood residents and $45 non-residents;
Wednesday class, $35 for Fanwood resi-
dents and $50 for non-residents.

Recreation Commission
Sponsoring Classes
At La Grande Park

MEETING AND GREETING…Elementary School One “pilgrim,” Sharon
Yutz, left, greets “Native American,” Freddy Feller, from Brunner Elementary
School during a recent gathering to celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday. Pre-
Kindergarten youngsters from the two Scotch Plains schools shared food and
conversation, wore costumes of the groups they represented, made crafts and
sang songs.


