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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys’ indoor track team was hot
and ready to surprise all opponents at the
Union County relay championships, and
that attitude earned the Raiders a 44-point
second-place finish behind Elizabeth,
which totaled 56 points at the Dunn
Center in Elizabeth on January 7.

The Raiders had two first-place fin-
ishes and seniors Blair Woodward and
Karl Jennings played a major role in both
victories. First, Woodward and Jennings
combined to win the team high-jump event
with a total height of 12’ 6”. Woodward
leaped 6’ and Jennings soared an astonish-
ing 6’ 6” to help establish a new Union
County record in the two-man event.

Second, the foursome of Adam Bowser,
Dan Harrison, Woodward and Jennings
dashed to respective times of :08.08,
:08.08, :07.72 and :07.65 for a :31.9 total
in the shuttle hurdles to top New Provi-
dence which took second at :32.8

WOODWARD, JENNINGS NAB 1ST’S

Raiders Sail at County
Relays to Grab Second

Bowser, Woodward, Jennings and
Lau’renn McDaniels turned in times of
:25.7, :25.1, :25.1 and :25.7, respectively,
in the 880 relay (4x220) for second place,
totaling 1:41.7 behind Plainfield which
had a time of 1:40.7

In the shot put event, Dan Loomis Scott
Patterson and La’Marr McDaniel teamed
up to push out second place with a total
shove of 129’ 11”. Union High School
took first with a total thump of 134’ 3.75”.

Woodward at :26, McDaniel at :26.8,
Bowser at :56 and James Canterbury at
2:09 combined to grab third place in the
sprint medley with a total of 3:58.8, just
:00.6 behind Roselle. Elizabeth won the
event with a time of 3:57.1.

McDaniel, Harrison, Ben Lee and Jennings,
with respective times of :60.5, :61.3, :61.6 and
:57.3, placed sixth in the 4x440.

TEAM SCORES:
1st – Elizabeth, 56
2nd – Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 44
3rd – Cranford, 30
4th – Plainfield, 29

By STEVE ABELES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’ bas-
ketball team beat the Rahway Indians by
a decisive score of 41-25 on January 6 in
Rahway. Persistent offense and a solid
defensive zone helped the Blue Devils
come out on top. The win boosted
Westfield’s record to 3-2 as Rahway’s
record slid to 0-6.

The Blue Devil defense completely shut
down the Indian’s offensive allowing a
mere two points in the entire first quarter.
Seniors Megan Devitt and Suzanne Vinegra
led the Devils with four defensive rebounds
apiece. Offensively, Devitt and junior Liz
McKeon led the scoring charge. The quarter
ended with Westfield on top 10-2.

During the second quarter, the defense
remained consistent as the Blue Devils
continued to turn back the Indian attack.
The 2-3 zone kept the Indians at bay as they
were able to score only four points. The
Devil offense also lacked some firepower as
they scored a season low seven points.
Devitt struck for three points and McKeon
added two. By half time, Westfield had
built a comfortable 17-6 cushion.

McKeon said, “Our offense didn’t click

Devil Girl Cagers Roll;
Tumble Rahway, 41-25

right away because we had some trouble
settling the ball to run our plays. The defen-
sive zone we were in helped tremendously.”

Devitt continued her scoring streak in
the third quarter when she netted six of her
game high 11 points. The Indians were still
unable to break the strong Blue Devil zone
as they scored only five points in the third.

Both offenses exploded in the final quar-
ter as the Blue Devils struck for 15 points
while the Indians nailed 14 points. Blue
Devil senior Annie Ruvolo led the final
assault when she netted a season high eight
points. The Blue Devils also received of-
fensive support from sophomores Valerie
Griffith and Emily Lieberman  who con-
nected for two points apiece.

Devitt led the scoring with 11 points
and Ruvolo finished with eight. Vinegra
tossed in six as McKeon hit for five
points. Senior Missy Francz, Lieberman
and Griffith contributed two points apiece.

Devitt said after the game, “As a team
we played some really good defense for
the whole game. Our offense had some
difficulties finding open players for shots
but we still found a way to win.”
Rahway (0-6)   2   4   5 14 25
Westfield (3-2) 10   7   9 15 41

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting
of the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said
Township on Tuesday, JANUARY 13,
1998 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, an ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SALARY ORDINANCE 96-19
ADOPTED ON JUNE 12, 1996
ESTABLISHING SALARIES
AND WAGES FOR MUNICIPAL
EMPLOYEES.

The purpose of the ordinance:  To
set salary or wage range for Emergency
Management Coordinator $2,000. to
$5,000. per annum and Municipal Court
Administrator $36,000. to $47,000. per
annum.

A public hearing will be held on Tues-
day, January 27, 1998 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m. Monday through Friday by any mem-
ber of the general public who wants a
copy of same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T – 1/15/98, The Times Fee: $32.13

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RESOLUTION
Public Notice is hereby given that a

resolution as follows was passed and
adopted by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting thereof held Janu-
ary 6, 1998.

Joy C. Vreeland
Town Clerk

Personnel Committee
WHEREAS, a need exists for the Town

of Westfield to retain the professional
legal services of a consultant and nego-
tiator in connection with collective bar-
gaining between the Town and its em-
ployee representation organizations, and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law N.J.S.A. (40A:11-1 et seq.) autho-
rizes the letting of contracts for profes-
sional services without competitive bid-
ding;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
that:
1. Frederick T. Danser III, Esq. be en-

gaged to represent the Town of
Westfield in labor negotiations with
employee representation organiza-
tions for the year ending December
31, 1998 at an annual fee of $13,100.

2. Frederick T. Danser III, Esq. be en-
gaged to represent the Town of
Westfield in labor negotiations with
the Communications Workers of
America (C.W.A.) at an hourly rate of
$160.00 not to exceed $5,000.00.

3. This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as Professional Ser-
vice under the provisions of the Local
Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) because the service
is legal in nature.

4. A copy of this resolution shall be
published in THE WESTFIELD LEADER
as public notice of the action in accor-
dance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5.

1 T – 1/15/98, The Leader Fee: $36.21

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting
of the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said Town-
ship on Tuesday, JANUARY 13, 1998
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, an
ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISH-
ING COMPENSATION FOR
MEMBERS OF THE RAHWAY
VALLEY SEWERAGE AU-
THORITY BY SUPPLEMENT-
ING AND AMENDING CHAP-
TER XXX ENTITLED
“RAHWAY VALLEY SEWER-
AGE AUTHORITY” OF THE
REVISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, 1978.

The purpose of the ordinance:
Setting compensation for members of the
above, as follows: No member shall re-
ceive greater compensation than at the
rate of $100. per meeting for his or her
attendance at regular or special meetings
of the Sewerage Authority or committees
thereof, and not more than $2,000. in any
calendar year; except that the Chairman
shall receive such compensation as the
Sewerage Authority shall fix, not to ex-
ceed $3,000. during his or her one year
term of office.

A public hearing will be held on Tues-
day, January 27, 1998 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T – 1/15/98, The Times Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-7519-97.

CHEMICAL MORTGAGE COMPANY,
PLAINTIFF vs. HENRY A. BETANCUR, ET
ALS., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED NOVEMBER 14, 1997 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of
execution to me directed I shall expose for
sale by public vendue, on the 4th Floor of
the Bank Building, 24 Rahway Avenue, in
the City of Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, THE 4TH DAY OF
FEBRUARY A.D., 1998 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid avail-
able in cash or certified check at the
conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is $101,271.39.
MUNICIPALITY: City of Elizabeth.
COUNTY AND STATE: Union County,

State of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 12

Kerlyn Court (a/k/a 12-14 Kerlyn Court).
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot

No. 547, Block No. 6.
DIMENSIONS: Approximately 27.60 feet

by 26.70 feet by 42.80 feet by 20.00 feet
by 39.83 feet.

NEAREST CROSS STREET: Approxi-
mately 252.75 from South Elmora Avenue.

There is due approximately the sum of
$104,000.54 together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

ZEICHNER, ELLMAN & KRAUSE,
Attorneys
One Gateway Center
Newark, New Jersey 07102
CH-753513 (WL)
4 T - 1/8, 1/15
1/22 & 1/29/98 Fee: $165.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RESOLUTION
Public Notice is hereby given that a

resolution as follows was passed and
adopted by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting thereof held De-
cember 16, 1997.

Joy C. Vreeland
Town Clerk

FINANCE COMMITTEE
WHEREAS, the Town of Westfield has

resolved to join both the Suburban Munici-
pal Joint Insurance Fund and the Municipal
Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund,
following a detailed analysis; and

WHEREAS, the Bylaws of said Funds
require that each Municipality appoint a
Risk Management Consultant to perform
various professional services as detailed
in the Bylaws; and

WHEREAS, the Bylaws indicate a mini-
mum fee equal to six percent (6%) of the
Municipal Assessment which expendi-
ture represents reasonable compensa-
tion for the services required and was
included in the cost considered by the
Mayor and Council; and

WHEREAS, the judgmental nature of the
Risk Management Consultant’s duties ren-
ders comparative bidding impractical:

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that
the Town of Westfield does hereby ap-
point Louis E. Lefevre of Bollinger Fowler
as its Risk Management Consultant for the
year 1998 in accordance with the Fund’s
Bylaws; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the
Mayor and Town Clerk are hereby autho-
rized and directed to execute the Risk
Management Consultant’s Agreement and
to cause a notice of this decision to be
published according to NJSA 40A:11-5
(1)(a)(i).
1 T – 1/15/98, The Leader Fee: $35.70

were duly passed on second and final
reading.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T – 1/15/98, The Times Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a regular
meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, January 13, 1998, the following or-
dinances entitled:

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE VACATION OF TWO
UNIMPROVED STREETS
KNOWN AS SHEPARD
STREET AND GABLES
STREET, LOCATED IN BLOCK
NO. 101 ON THE OFFICIAL
TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

AN ORDINANCE ADJUSTING
THE RATES AND REGULA-
TIONS GOVERNING THE
SCOTCH HILLS COUNTRY
CLUB BY SUPPLEMENTING
AND AMENDING CHAPTER X
ENTITLED “PARKS AND GOLF
COURSES” OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting
of the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, held in the Council Cham-
bers in the Municipal Building of said
Township on Tuesday, JANUARY 13,
1998 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, an ordinance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING
GAMES OF CHANCE ON SUN-
DAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1998 IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.

The purpose of the ordinance:  To
allow any charitable organization to con-
duct a raffle on September 6, 1998 in the
Township provided that steps as pro-
vided for by law to secure a license for
same are taken.

A public hearing will be held on Tues-
day, January 27, 1998 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T – 1/15/98, The Times Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE
The ordinance published herewith was

introduced and passed upon first reading
at a meeting of the governing body of the
Township of Scotch Plains, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, held on
January 13, 1998. It will be further consid-
ered for final passage, after public hear-
ing thereon, at a meeting of the governing
body to be held in the Council Chambers,
in the Township on January 27, 1998 at
8:00 o’clock P.M., and during the week
prior to and up to and including the date of
such meeting, copies of said ordinance
will be made available at the Clerk’s Office
to the members of the general public who
shall request the same.

BOND ORDINANCE PROVID-
ING FOR THE ACQUISITION
OF EQUIPMENT TO PROVIDE
FOR THE AUTOMATION OF
THE SCOTCH PLAINS LI-
BRARY IN, BY AND FOR THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, NEW JERSEY, AP-
PROPRIATING $150,000
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZ-
ING THE ISSUANCE OF
$142,500 BONDS OR NOTES
OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FI-
NANCING PART OF SUCH AP-
PROPRIATION.

tion 3 of this bond ordinance are not
current expenses and are properties
or improvements which the Township
may lawfully make as general im-
provements, and no part of the cost
thereof has been or shall be specially
benefited thereby.

(b) The period of usefulness of said pur-
poses within the limitations of the
Local Bond Law, according to the
reasonable lives thereof computed
from the date of said bonds or notes
authorized by this bond ordinance, is
15 years.

(c) The supplemental debt statement re-
quired by the Local Bond Law has
been duly made and filed in the office
of the Township Clerk and a complete
executed duplicate thereof has been
filed in the office of the Director of the
Division of Local Government Ser-
vices in the Department of Community
Affairs in the State of New Jersey (the
“Division”), and such statement shows
that the gross debt of the Township as
defined in the Local Bond Law is
increased by the authorization of the
bonds and notes provided for in this
bond ordinance by $142,500 and the
said obligations authorized by this
bond ordinance will be within all debt
limitations prescribed by the Local
Bond Law.

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding
$7,500 for interest on said obligations,
costs of issuing said obligations, en-
gineering costs and other items of
expense listed in and permitted under
Section 40A:2-20 of the Local Bond
Law is included in the estimated cost
of said improvements.

SECTION 5.
Any funds from time to time received by

the Township as contributions-in-aid of
financing the improvements or purposes
described in Section 3 of this bond ordi-
nance shall be used for financing said
improvements or purposes by application
thereof either to direct payment of the cost
of said improvements or purposes, or to
payment or reduction of the authorization
of the obligations of the Township autho-
rized therefor by this bond ordinance.
Any such funds so received may, and all
such funds so received which are not
required for direct payment of the cost of
said improvements or purposes shall, be
held and applied by the Township as
funds applicable only to the payment of
obligations of the Township authorized by
this bond ordinance.

SECTION 6.
The full faith and credit of the Township

are hereby pledged to the punctual pay-
ment of the principal of and interest on the
said obligations authorized by this bond
ordinance. Said obligations shall be direct
and unlimited obligations of the Township,
and the Township shall be obligated to
levy ad valorem taxes upon all of the
taxable property within the Township for
the payment of said obligations and inter-
est thereon without limitation as to rate or
amount.

SECTION 7.
The capital budget of the Township is

hereby amended to conform with the
provisions of this bond ordinance to the
extent of any inconsistency herewith and
the resolutions promulgated by the Local
Finance Board of the Division showing all
detail of the amended capital budget and
capital program as approved by the Direc-
tor of the Division, are on file with the
Township Clerk and are available for pub-
lic inspection.

SECTION 8.
The Township intends to issue bonds or

notes to finance the cost of the improve-
ments or purposes described in Section 3
of this bond ordinance. The Township
expects that the maximum principal amount
of bonds or notes which will be issued to
finance the cost of the improvements or
purposes described in Section 3 of this
bond ordinance is $142,500. If the Town-
ship incurs any such costs prior to the
issuance of the bonds or notes, the Town-
ship intends to reimburse itself for such
expenditures with the proceeds of the
bonds or notes.

SECTION 9.
This bond ordinance shall take effect

twenty (20) days after the first publication
thereof after final adoption as provided by
the Local Bond Law.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T – 1/15/98, The Times Fee: $166.26

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWNSHIP
COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all the
members thereof affirmatively concur-
ring), AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.
The Township Council of the Township

of Scotch Plains, New Jersey (the “Town-
ship”) has ascertained and hereby deter-
mines that it is necessary and desirable to
raise money to finance the cost of the
improvements described in Section 3 of
this bond ordinance, which improvements
are hereby authorized to be made by the
Township. For said improvements or pur-
poses stated in said Section 3, there is
hereby appropriated the sum of $150,000,
said sum being inclusive of all other appro-
priations heretofore made therefor and
including the sum of $7,500 as the down
payment for said improvements or pur-
poses required by law and now available
therefor by virtue of provisions for down
payment or for capital improvement pur-
poses in one or more previously adopted
budgets.

SECTION 2.
For the financing of said improvements

or purposes and to meet the part of said
$150,000 appropriation not provided for
by application hereunder of said down
payment, negotiable bonds of the Town-
ship are hereby authorized to be issued in
the principal amount of $142,500 pursu-
ant to the Local Bond Law, constituting
Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey
Revised Statutes (the “Local Bond Law”).
In anticipation of the issuance of said
bonds and to temporarily finance said
improvements or purposes, negotiable
notes of the Township in the principal
amount not exceeding $142,500 are
hereby authorized to be issued pursuant
to and within the limitations prescribed by
the Local Bond Law. No bonds or notes of
the Township shall be issued unless nec-
essary.

SECTION 3.
(a) The improvements hereby authorized

and the purposes for the financing of
which said obligations, if necessary,
are the acquisition or equipment and
software for the automation of the
Scotch Plains Free Public Library, all
as shown on and in accordance with
the plans and specifications therefor
on file in the office of the Township
Clerk and hereby approved.

(b) The estimated maximum amount of
bonds or notes of the Township to be
issued for said purposes is $142,500.

(c) The estimated cost of said purposes
is $180,000, the excess thereof over
the estimated maximum amount of
bonds or notes to be issued therefor,
if necessary, being the amount of said
$7,500 down payment for said pur-
poses and the $30,000 being pro-
vided for by the Library Board of
Trustees through gifts or endow-
ments.

SECTION 4.
The following additional matters are

hereby determined, declared, recited and
stated:
(a) The said purposes described in Sec-

Competing for a loose puck in the
Westfield end of the ice is a daunting task
for opponents of the 1997 Blue Devils ice
hockey team. Led by 6’4", 220-pound
defenseman Captain Brendan Hickey, 6’3"
200-pound Assistant Captain Bryan Gates
and hard-hitting Assistant Captain Brad
Schwarz, the defense never rests.

Hickey, a four-year veteran, has played
hockey since he was five years old. The
Michigan native’s imposing stature belies
a thoughtful, sensitive nature, as he is as
quick to help a teammate administer a
bone-crunching bodycheck on the ice.

“Brendan is a leader, a character person,
who is very coachable and well respected by
his teammates,” says Head Coach Bryan
LaFontainne. “His love of the game really
shows in his actions on and off the ice,”
continued LaFontainne, who adds that he
hopes that Brendan’s positive experience
as Tri-Captain of this year’s highly-success-
ful Blue Devil football team, where he
earned 2nd team All-Union County honors,
will rub off on the hockey team.

Brendan feels the team will continue
having a great season. “We are going out
to win every game and are not content to
simply stay close and compete.” When the

Hickey, Gates, Schwarz Lead
Blue Devil Skaters to Success

BLUE DEVIL LEADERSHIP…Pictured, left to right, are Assistant Captains
Bryan Gates, Brad Schwarz and Captain Brendan Hickey before a recent game.
Following their lead, the Blue Devil ice hockey team has achieved a 9-3 record.

hockey season ends, Brendan will pick up
his defenseman’s lacrosse stick while look-
ing ahead to continuing his education and
athletic career at Boston College, Villanova,
Hobart or Georgetown.

Fellow blueliner and four-year veteran
Gates blends smooth skating skills and
booming slap-shot with an intimidating
physical presence. “He is a pure athlete,
with all the physical tools, who can hurt you
many ways,” exclaimed LaFontainne.
“Bryan’s play will be key to our season’s
success,” added LaFontainne.

The Connecticut transplant began play-
ing hockey when he was seven years old. “I
played on area traveling teams when I was
young,” he replied when asked how it all
started. Gates believes that this year’s team
is different, remarking, “We have greater
balance and depth, with forwards who can
attack and defensemen who can hold.”

When not on the ice, Gate’s time is
spent as Managing Editor of the school
newspaper, where his flair for the written
word is quite evident. Gates is also a very
skilled lacrosse player, who should have
quite an impact on New Jersey high school
lacrosse this season. He hopes to con-
tinue his lacrosse career next year at
either Middlebury or Colby.

Like Hickey and Gates, Schwarz is also
a four-year veteran and brings his own
style of leadership. “As a leader, Brad has
just hit his stride and is the hardest work-
ing guy on the team,” said LaFontainne,
“He is a hard-nosed player, who has earned
the respect of his teammates.” Schwarz
was introduced to hockey by his parents
and began playing organized hockey with
the Youth Devils and Cranford Club when
he was nine. Schwarz sees the team’s
early-season success directly connected
to a few things. “We have a deeper talent
base than ever before and we are on the
ice more often. Also, Coach LaFontainne
is working us harder and demanding more
from every player.”

Despite standing 5’7" and 145 pounds,
Schwarz willingly leads his teammates by
example, administering open-ice
bodychecks on the biggest, toughest op-
ponents. It’s just that kind of leadership
that fuels a team to aspire to be the best.
Schwarz’s college plans currently are earn-
ing a computer engineering degree at
either Bucknell or Carnegie Mellon, and to
continue playing ice hockey.

Overall, Coach LaFontainne views his
three leaders as a great mix of talent and
experience. “They all have been with the
program from the start, and blend experi-
ence and talent to give the new and younger
members of the team a solid foundation on
which to build. With them leading the way,
we should have a great season.”

The Westfield “Y,” 220 Clark Street,
offers karate courses taught by Mas-
ter Instructor Alan Simms. Mr. Simms,
affectionately known by his students
as “Sensei Alan” (sensei is the Japa-
nese word for teacher), has been a
black belt instructor since 1973.

Fun with Sensei, for children ages 5
to 8, is offered on Saturday mornings.
In addition to traditional martial arts
training, Mr. Simms tells the children
stories with themes that emphasize self
esteem, manners and decision making.

They also play interactive games
that develop timing and enhance motor
skill coordination, according to a “Y”
spokeswoman. Parents are encour-
aged to take part in the activities.

The “Y” offers a range of classes in
the martial arts throughout the week.
On Monday nights, Mr. Simms
teaches a traditional karate class for

Karate Classes for All Ages
Offered at Westfield ‘Y’

children and adults.
In this class, parents practice the arts

right along with their children. It is designed
for beginner through intermediate levels.

After-school/after-care karate classes
for younger children are available on
selected afternoons during the week.

There is also an advanced “Black Belt
Preparatory Program” for all ages taught
by Mr. Simms on Wednesday evenings.

For more information, please call Karen
Simon at the “Y” at (908) 233-2700.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE OF NOVEMBER…Westfield High School senior Vicky
Nusse, right, stands with Glenn Kehler, owner of Kehler’s Athletic Balance on
261 South Avenue in Westfield. A plaque bearing Nusse’s name and photo is
presently on display at Athletic Balance and will remain at the location for a few
more weeks. The Scholar-Athlete of the Month is sponsored by Athletic Balance;
Hershey’s Subs, Deli and Catering, 221 South Avenue; Taylor and Love Century
21, 436 South Avenue; The Leader Store, 109 E. Broad Street; and The Mattress
Factory, 518 North Avenue in Garwood. The Scholar-Athlete of the Month is
selected on the second Wednesday of each school month by several judges from
The Optimists Club of Westfield. Nusse also works at Kehler’s Athletic Balance.

Six men who left their marks on baseball
diamonds throughout Union County and
elsewhere are to be inducted into the Union
County Baseball Hall of Fame during cer-
emonies on Wednesday, January 21.

Michael Barns, Jr., Robert “Woody”
Woodruff, William J. Cladek, Frank J.
Cicarell, Joe DiFabio and Ron Perry will
be honored at the 62nd annual Union
County Baseball Association Hot Stove
Dinner at the L’Affaire Banquet Center on
Route 22, East, in Mountainside. The
program will begin at 6:30 p.m. Former
Yankee and Royals slugger Steve Balboni,
a Berkeley Heights resident, will be the
guest speaker.

Tickets are $30, with proceeds going to the
summer Union County Youth Leagues in
Warinanco Park and to college scholarships
for deserving baseball and softball players.

“These gentlemen excelled on the base
paths, and, mare important, in life in
general,” said Freeholder Chairman Daniel
P. Sullivan, explaining that, as with in-
ductees before them, Barna, Woodruff,
Cladek, Cicarell, DiFabio and Perry made
significant contributions to baseball in
Union County. “They have been role
models on and off the fields.”

To be voted into the Union County
Baseball Ball of Fame, members must also
have had 10 years’ baseball experience and
must have been retired from the game for
at least 10 years. Enrollees include
Hillside’s Phil Rizutto, Jake Wood of
Elizabeth, Al Santorini of Union and

Six To Be Inducted Into Union
County Baseball Hall of Fame

Mountainside’s Jeff Torborg.
Barna, 63, was born in Passaic, and

distinguished himself as a polished
ballplayer at Elizabeth High School,
Lafayette College, with the Detroit Tigers
organization, U.S. Army and the Union
County Baseball League,

Robert Woodruff has gained notoriety
as a player, coach and executive over the
decades. Born and raised in Plainfield,
“Woody” not only shone as a varsity
outfielder and pitcher while at Plainfield
High School, but in the Plainfield Elks
League as a player-manager, when he
pitched a no-hitter and batted .513. He also
has been active for many years in the Union
County Baseball League, and as a manager
of several times.

William J. Cladek was a baseball star
during his school days at St. Mary’s in
Rahway and at Holy Trinity High School
in Westfield, and attended Seton Hall
University in South Orange. An assistant
coach at Holy Trinity when the baseball
team went on to garner the Parochial C
State Championship in 1965, the Rahway
native and resident has excelled as a men-
tor and an umpire. It is in the latter profes-
sion that the 52-year-old Cladek has built
a remarkable record.

Induction into the Union County Base-
ball Mall of Fame is the latest of many
honor” bestowed on 71-year-old Frank J.
Cicarell of Rahway. Cicarell, who played
second base and shortstop for Rahway High
School from 1942 to 1944, and was director
of the city’s baseball leagues for 10 years,
has gone on to distinguish himself as a coach
(swimming, football and baseball), educa-
tor, basketball referee and administrator.

The baseball diamond has come full circle
for Cranford’s Joe DiFabio, 53. A star
pitcher, hitter and football player for the
township’ high school in the late 1950’s and
early 1960’s who went on to a seven-year
professional baseball career, he returned to
his hometown in 1990 to become the pro-
grammer/coordinator for the Cranford De-
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POSTERS
The Westfield Leader and The Times
have the capabilities of making large
color posters (24x18 and smaller) of
sports photos or any photos you may
wish to be reproduced. Prices are
reasonable. Call David Corbin at (908)
232-4407 or e-mail Dave for
information at dave@goleader.com.


