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HOLDING COURT…Judge R. Benjamin Cohen of the Superior Court of New Jersey spoke to Rita Selesner’s and Judy
Lasher’s seventh-grade history classes on December 22 at Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains. Judge Cohen explained
the workings of the legal system and his experiences presiding in a Newark courtroom. He illustrated some points by using
excerpts from the movie My Cousin Vinny, and answered students’ questions about the judicial system. Pictured, left to right,
are: back row, Mrs. Selesner, Ali Rosloff, Andrew Machrone, Tim Voelker, Jennifer Greenbaum, Judge Cohen, Mrs.
Lasher, Travis Kelley and Caitlin Yergalonis. In front is Jorgé Valladares.

School Bd. to Get Budget Overview Jan. 22;
Officials Asked to Avoid Duplication of Costs

Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press re-
leases for submission to The Times are
reminded that copy should be e-mailed
or faxed by 4 p.m. on the Friday prior
to publication. The Times’ e-mail ad-
dress is press@goleader.com. The fax
number is (908) 232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to the
editor can also be dropped off at our
office located at 50 Elm Street or
through our mail slot. To ensure that
submittals reach our office prior to
deadline, we encourage e-mail or faxed
materials.

Sports stories which occur prior to
the weekend must be in by the Friday
deadline. Weekend sports events must
be submitted by noon on the Monday
prior to the publication date. Obituar-
ies will be accepted up to 5 p.m. on
Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no more
than 500 words in length, and include
a daytime telephone number where the
submitter can be reached.

For events which are planned months
in advance, we encourage submission
of stories as early as possible prior to
the event.

Please note that in addition to mak-
ing our deadlines, the publication of
submittals may be delayed due to space
considerations. All submittals are sub-
ject to being cut due to length, edited
for style and clarification at the discre-
tion of the editor.

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Topping the business agenda dur-
ing the regular meeting of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
on January 22 will be an overview
presentation from the Superintendent
of Schools and Business Administra-
tor on the 1998-1999 school budget.

During the board’s January 8
agenda meeting, Superintendent Dr.
Carol B. Choye briefed members on
the budget preparation process being
undertaken by budget managers,
which include curriculum supervi-
sors and school principals.

“We’ve asked them to anticipate
(expenditures) line by line,” she said,
“to cut down on the need for adjust-
ments and transfers later on. (We’ve
asked) “where do you really need the
money?”

Budget managers were also asked
to watch for duplication of expendi-
tures among themselves.

Following the January 22 presen-
tation, the following schedule is in
place for budget discussions:

• Thursday, January 29 — Special
Education by Eleanor McClymont,
Interim Director of Pupil Services.

• Tuesday, and Thursdays, Febru-
ary 10 and 12 — Instructional by Dr.
John Crews, Assistant Superinten-
dent of Curriculum.

• Thursday, February 19, non-in-
structional by Matthew A. Clarke,
Business Administrator/Board Sec-
retary.

These meetings are open to the
public.

A public budget hearing is sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 24. Dr.
Choye said the board could adopt the
“bottom line total” of a tentative bud-
get that evening if it chooses to do so.

Board members are looking for-
ward to a more comprehensive report
from the business office on the
district’s anticipated appropriations
for the 1998-1999 school year, as

well as a thorough review of the ap-
proved budgets versus actual expen-
ditures by the district over the past
four years.

Finance Chairman Edward J.
Saridaki, Jr.’s characterization of the
new report structure as “exciting”
drew good-natured laughter from
board members and the audience.

He said, “This format will be far
more useful in helping us evaluate
how the district is performing finan-
cially.”

Looking ahead, voters in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood may be asked to
consider a “second question” on the
school budget when they go to the
polls in April.

Any proposed board expenditure
beyond what is needed to satisfy the
“thorough and efficient education”
needs of the district as defined by the
state, or one which exceeds the state
spending cap, must be approved by
local voters.

“We’re looking at things like eleva-
tors at Terrill and the high school (for
students with special needs), our fields
and team benches, and musical in-
struments,” said Dr. Choye.

Concerned about the delay in get-
ting the six modular classrooms in
place at School One, Coles and Ever-
green Elementary Schools, the super-
intendent also said the district needs
to know what it would cost to move

classrooms to make better use of
school facilities in the future.

In another budget matter, board
member Theresa Larkin asked her
colleagues to consider how the board
will present its 1998-1999 budget to
the public.

In the past, board members have
visited individual schools and made
presentations to Parent-Teacher As-
sociation (PTA) members.

Mrs. Larkin said she heard com-
ments from a number of parents that
they are “looking for something dif-
ferent” this year.

“This is our chance to showcase the
budget,” she said, “and we should

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Borough Council Receives Update
From Consultant on Redevelopment Grants
By SUZETTE STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council,
during its first agenda session of the
new year on January 7, reviewed a
progress report by grantsman Charles
C. Nathanson concerning possible
funding sources.

Mr. Nathanson, head of Charles C.
Nathanson and Associates, a Trenton
consulting firm specializing in plan-
ning, development and grantsman-
ship, addressed the governing body
for about 45 minutes prior to the

agenda meeting.
Mr. Nathanson was retained by the

borough last year to investigate vari-
ous redevelopment grants for which
the community may be eligible.

He told officials last week that he
had recently wrapped up a six-month
survey with all commissions and agen-
cies in the borough, as well as local
officials, volunteer groups and oth-
ers, in order to obtain a “wish list” to
guide him in pursuing funding for
projects.

Mr. Nathanson said he felt the

borough’s best course of action for
obtaining redevelopment grants
would be to concentrate on several
major areas, and to establish objec-
tives which are “doable.”

He said that during his interviews
with Fanwoodians concerning the
things they want for their hometown,
he found historic preservation to be a
“recurring theme.”

Mr. Nathanson, who said he con-
sulted with the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection and
the state’s Historic Preservation Of-
fice, recommended that the borough
apply to the State Certified Local
Government Program.

He described it as an umbrella pro-
gram under which municipalities are
given serious consideration for his-
toric preservation grants.

Mr. Nathanson stated that a
community’s chances for receiving
historic preservation funds are re-
duced if they are not part of this
program.

He explained that the state, when
considering a community for admit-
tance into the program, evaluates
whether a historic element exists in
the town’s Master Plan; if there is a
Historic Preservation Commission
which meets regularly, and if local
ordinances comply with state guide-
lines.

The consultant acknowledged that
Fanwood is  up to date on much of the
documentation generally required
when pursuing such grants, including
the Master Plan and Zoning Ordi-
nance.

He noted that the borough also has
an active Historic Preservation Com-

mission and last year established a
Community Assessment Committee
responsible for developing strategies
for improvements to the borough
through the year 2000.

Mr. Nathanson went on to discuss
the Community Development Block
Grant Program — in which the bor-
ough currently participates —
whereby federal Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) funds are fun-
neled down to local communities
through the county.

Community Development Block
Grant funds may be obtained for such
projects as outfitting a building to
meet requirements under the federal
Americans With Disabilities Act, or
for a senior citizens center.

He said the borough could also
look into funding through the Small
Cities Program, in which HUD funds
are channeled to local municipali-
ties through the state. Mr. Nathanson
observed, however, that a commu-
nity cannot participate in both pro-
grams simultaneously in a single
year.

He also addressed open space, parks
and recreation, noting that the bor-
ough has never applied for funding
under the Green Acres program,
which he said normally involves a 20-
year loan with a 2 percent interest
rate.

Mr. Nathanson also proposed de-
velopment of a pocket park in the
borough. The deadline for applying
for funding for of the park is Satur-
day, October 31, he told the council.

Concerning downtown revitaliza-
tion, Mr. Nathanson conceded that

Mayor Confirms Intention to Run
For Congress Against Mr. Franks

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly of
Fanwood confirmed on Monday that
she will challenge three-term Con-
gressman Bob Franks this year for his
Seventh District seat, which Republi-
cans have held for decades.

Mrs. Connelly, who is only the third
woman and the third Democrat to
serve as Mayor of Fanwood, is ex-
pected to formally announce her in-
tention to run for Congress at the end
of this month.

She said she also plans to retire
next month from her job as a human
resources executive with AT&T in
order to concentrate on her campaign,
for which she hopes to raise $1 mil-
lion. She said she is also in the process
of forming a campaign staff.

The Times learned two weeks ago
that Mayor Connelly was seriously
considering running against Congress-
man Franks, a former state Assem-
blyman, who has served in the House
of Representatives since 1992.

The Seventh District includes
parts of Union, Somerset, Middlesex
and Essex Counties. Fanwood and
Scotch Plains are among 17 Union
County communities within the dis-
trict.

Mrs. Connelly recently acknowl-
edged that challenging an incumbent
in a district which has long been a
GOP stronghold would not be easy.
She pointed to her success on the
local level, however, noting that she
would have to prove herself to voters
once again.

Mrs. Connelly, who served for eight CONTINUED ON PAGE 10CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

years as a Fanwood Councilwoman
prior to being elected Mayor in 1995,
said she felt her dual experience in
politics and business would be an
asset as a Congresswoman. She has
been employed with AT&T for 28
years.

She said that while conducting her
Congressional campaign, she will
continue to serve as Mayor of
Fanwood, adding that she expects to
have more time to concentrate on
borough business once she retires
from AT&T.

“The people of Fanwood are still
first with regards to my responsibili-
ties,” commented Mrs. Connelly, who
has lived in the borough for 18 years.

Union County Democratic Chair-
woman Charlotte DeFilippo said

Gail Iammatteo Named Chairwoman, Mr. Barth
Vice Chairman of Township Board of Adjustment

By MARIA R. CICCARELLA
Specially Written for The Times

Members of the Scotch Plains Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment are pre-
pared to take on a new year of town-
ship variance applications after their
reorganization meeting on January 8.

At the meeting, seven board mem-
bers and two alternate members
elected Gail Iammatteo as Chair-
woman, and Thomas Barth as Vice-
Chairman for 1998. Both Ms.
Iammatteo and Mr. Barth are veter-
ans on the board.

Mr. Barth served as Chairman last
year, with Alice Agran as Vice Chair-
woman.

Ken Anderson, Paulette Coronato,
Timothy Livolsi, Jane Lorber and
Thomas Perrucci are also returning
as regular members. The only new
member to join the board, James
Fawcett, will act as the second alter-
nate member, along with returning
alternate member, Frank Rossi.

The board also appointed Anthony
D. Rinaldo, Jr. as Board Attorney,
marking the 23rd year he has served
in that role. Mr. Rinaldo said he was
thrilled to continue as the board attor-
ney, and added that he has seen many
important changes in his years of ser-
vice.

“There have certainly been a lot of
changes since I’ve been here. We

amended the zoning ordinance and
updated it to conform to the changing
conditions in the township,” he said.

In addition, members of the board
were appointed to special commit-
tees. Serving on the Site Plan/ Subdi-
vision “A” Committee is Ms.
Coronato, Chairwoman, and board
members Mr. Anderson and Mr.
Perrucci. Mr. Fawcett will act as the
alternate member to this committee.

Ms. Lorber will become the Chair-
woman to the Site Plan/Subdivision

“B” Committee, along with members
Mr. Barth and Mr. Livolsi. Mr. Rossi
is an alternate.

Ms. Iammatteo and Mr. Barth were
appointed to the board’s Budget and
Finance Committee, while Ms. Lorber
will chair the Personnel Committee,
consisting of only one other member,
Mr. Rossi.

The Rules and Procedures Com-
mittee will be chaired by Ms. Coronato
and will include Mr. Perrucci and Mr.
Livolsi. Mr. Rossi will serve as an

alternate member, with Mr. Rinaldo
as advisor.

The next public meeting of the
Scotch Plains Zoning Board of Ad-
justment is scheduled for tonight,
Thursday, January 15.

At this meeting, the appeal of the
Jewish Community Center of Central
New Jersey is expected to be heard.
The center is seeking permission to
install a changeable message sign,
additional lighting and grass pavers.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mr. DiFRANCESCO RETURNS AS SENATE PRESIDENT

Council Names Committee
To Determine if Zoo Site

Should Become Public Park
By JEANNE WHITNEY

Specially Written for The Times

On Tuesday, Scotch Plains Town-
ship Attorney and State Senator
Donald T. DiFrancesco was sworn in
for an unprecedented fourth term as
State Senate President.

Mayor Joan Papen, Deputy Mayor
William F. McClintock, Jr., and coun-
cil members Irene T. Schmidt, Rob-
ert E. Johnston and Dr. Martin Marks
attended the event at the State House
in Trenton.

Also at the state level, Former
township Mayor and State Assem-
blyman Alan M. Augustine was
named Chairman of the State Gov-

ernment Committee.
In other matters, a committee ap-

pointed by the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council on Tuesday was given
45 days to determine whether the
township should attempt to turn the
former Scotch Plains Zoo property
on Raritan Road into a public park.

The 6.5-acre site currently belongs
to Warren Township developer
Mitchell Berlant, who bought it from
former owners Harold and Debra
Kafka for $338,000 last June and
paid off a $355,000 mortgage on the
property in September.

The zoo, which had stood on the
site for more than 40 years under two
different ownerships, was ordered
closed by the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection’s Divi-
sion of Fish, Game and Wildlife last
May after the Kafkas failed to submit
a plan for relocating the animals at
the facility by the state’s appointed
deadline.

The couple was asked to present
the report after they withdrew their
appeal May 13 of the state’s decision
last January not to renew their oper-
ating permits, based on concerns over
public safety and animal welfare.

It is not known at this time whether
Mr. Berlant has indicated if he will
sell the property. A recent appraisal
of the acreage put its value at
$510,000, according to Council-
woman Schmidt.

In naming the committee, the coun-
cil cited the township’s Master Plan
analysis that “the township is cur-
rently deficient in its open space and
recreation needs.”

Council members have noted the

“Aunt Betsy Frazee House” on the
zoo property for potential historic
preservation.

Those named to the Zoo Park Study
Committee include former Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
Clerk of the Board Lucille Masciale
as Chairwoman, Dr. Robert
Spellman, Edward Zazzali of the
Recreation Commission, Marcia
Anderson of the Environmental Com-
mission, Betty Lindner of the His-
torical Preservation Committee and
George Tomkin, who is a member of
the Planning Board.

Mayor Papen said council mem-
bers will rotate attendance on the
committee since its schedule will be
“intense,” she said. “It will meet a
couple times a week.”

The committee is expected to re-
port to the council by the end of
February.

On a separate matter, the council
moved ahead to fund the automation
of the township library, and intro-
duced a $142,000 bond issue ordi-
nance. Over the next year and a half,
the project will seek to log records of
all books and materials onto a com-
puter system and add an estimated 18
computer terminals to the library.
The library will be connected to the
Internet through the system.

Deputy Mayor McClintock, the
council’s Liaison to the Library
Board, called it a “very exciting
project.” He added “We’ll talk more
about it at the public hearing on
January 27.”

The Borough of Fanwood asked
the township to join the automation
project for its own library and it is
estimated the move would save Scotch
Plains about $10,000.

In other business, the council ap-
pointed a task force to implement
measures to revitalize the downtown
business district. Last year, the Down-
town Development Committee made
recommendations to identify the
downtown as “Towne Centre,” re-
name East Second Street “Centre
Boulevard” and create a logo and
banners to that effect.

Another suggestion included com-
mercial development of the sliver of
town property on Park Avenue in
front of the Municipal Building park-
ing lot.

The addition of sidewalk benches
is another recommendation.

The task force will be headed by

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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MONDAY, JANUARY 5
• Fire Chief Ellis reported that a

door to a second-floor office of the
Northside Fire Department on Senger
Place was forced in, breaking the door
jamb. Nothing in the office appeared
disturbed. The incident occurred over
the New Year’s weekend.

• A resident of Westfield Avenue
reported hearing a loud smashing sound
and discovered the rear windshield of
his Chevy was smashed out. The cause
of the damage could not be determined.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7
• Ronald N. Williams, 55, of Vir-

ginia Beach, Virginia was arrested for
possession of cocaine while sitting in a
parking lot on Terrill Road.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8
• A Hunter Avenue resident reported

that he had given a man a ride from
Plainfield to his Hunter Avenue ad-
dress. The rider claimed to have a win-
ning lottery ticket for sale. The victim
gave him approximately $300 in cash
and the individual fled.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9
• A student of Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School reported that on
Friday afternoon someone had stolen a
set of pilot lights from his Mazda pick-
up which was parked in the school lot.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10
• A Highlander Drive resident re-

ported that on Friday afternoon some-
one had broken a glass on their rear
patio and noticed chairs stacked against
a table in an attempt to get on the roof.
The house was not entered.

• Christine Karaffa, 33, of High-

land Park was arrested for obstruction
of justice for giving false information,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on
Park Avenue.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11
• A patron of a local night club

reported that someone had smashed a
side window to his vehicle and took a
coat and a purse from inside the ve-
hicle.

• A patron of a local night club
reported that a cellular phone was taken
from her purse while inside the club.

• Police responded to an alarm on
Treeview Circle and found that some-
one had smashed a rear patio door and
entered the house. It could not be deter-
mined if anything was taken.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8
• Police reported that a 1991 Honda

belonging to a borough resident was
stolen from the Fanwood train station.
It was recovered early the next morning
in Manalapan. No arrests have been
made in connection with the incident,
authorities said.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9
• A vehicle reported stolen out of

East Orange was recovered at the
Fanwood train station. Authorities said
Union Township police are also inter-
ested in the car in connection with an
aggravated assault case which occurred
in that municipality.

Terrill 6th Graders Transported
Back to Egypt as Part of Study

ANCIENT RITUAL...Terrill Middle School sixth-grade teacher Edward
Leonard portrays an Egyptian priest, with student Nathan Parker as a mummy,
during a study of the Egyptian ritual of mummification.

The month of December found sixth
graders at Terrill Middle School in
Scotch Plains transported back to
Egypt, the land of pharaohs, pyra-
mids and mummies.

Under the supervision of social
studies teachers, Dolly Canterbury
and Ed Leonard, the students re-
ceived firsthand experience at mum-
mification, Judgment Day and the
afterlife.

The young Egyptologists had an
opportunity to view the ritual of mum-
mification, as Mr. Leonard reenacted
the steps preparing the body for the
afterlife. With the help of volunteers
from class, he used animal organs
from a butcher shop and other visuals
to simulate the events leading to the
final “wrap up.”

After the mummification process
was complete, Ms. Canterbury took
the students through the reenactment

of the burial procedures and Judg-
ment Day, a vital and final step to the
afterlife. Mrs. Canterbury led a pro-
cessional of students through the fu-
neral rituals, which included profes-
sional mourners, presentation of gifts,
the “opening of mouth” ceremony
and the final journey to the afterlife.

The month-long activities culmi-
nated with students creating their own
individual mummy cases to simulate
the Hall of Pharaohs. Other students
created 3D projects of pyramids, irri-
gation devices and related cultural
items, along with their research re-
ports.

“A bit of the excitement and in-
trigue the world felt in 1922 when
King Tut’s tomb revealed the rich
history of Egypt has now been expe-
rienced by Terrill’s sixth-graders,”
according to a spokesman for the
school.

Thrift Shop Offers Clothing
To Suit the Entire Family

The volunteers at The Thrift Shop
in Scotch Plains have been busy pro-
cessing donations which were recently
received. On hand in the Designers’
Corner are “new” clothes, Anne Klein
dresses, and ready-to-wear separates.

Classic sportswear, skirts, shirts and
blouses, fine women’s dresses, slacks
and jeans in “new” condition are over-
stocked, according to a Thrift Shop
spokeswoman.

Shoes, boots and ice skates for the
family are priced low.

At the front of the shop, scarves and
sweaters for ladies are available. There
is also an antiques and collectibles
cabinet with varied items, along with
costume jewelry, leather jackets and
ladies’ furs.

The Children’s Corner is well-
stocked with items for babies and
girls, all sold at low prices.

A separate room holds contempo-

rary men’s suits, jackets and pants,
shirts, shoes, boots and cold-weather
gear. Boys’ warm clothes and dress
clothes, as well as mens’ and boys’
shoes and boots, are also offered for
sale.

Fine winter coats, jackets for the
entire family are in stock in all sizes.
Hats, robes and bed wear are also
available.

The Thrift Shop is seeking dona-
tions of children’s clothes and queen-
sized ladies clothes. Shop hours are
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Tuesday through
Thursday, and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday.

Donations are received each day
until noon. The Thrift Shop is located
at 1730 East Second Street in Scotch
Plains.

For further information, please call
the shop’s hot-line at (908) 322-5420,
24 hours.

present it as clearly and effectively as
possible.”

Board Vice President Jessica D.
Simpson said, “The problem is our
audience. Some people are hearing
the budget presentation for the fourth
time; others for the first. That’s a
conflict we have to work out.”

She suggested the PTAs approach
the school budget presentations dif-
ferently.

Board member August A. Ruggiero
suggested the board send the budget
information to schools prior to the
presentations.

‘Perhaps this would make for a
more meaningful discussion,” he
said.

Mrs. Larkin also asked her col-
leagues to consider making a presen-
tation to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
community on Cable Channels 34
and 35.

During the agenda meeting, the
“Library/Media Curriculum Stan-
dards and Proficiencies” guide was
presented to board members by cur-
riculum supervisors Manuel “Chuck”
Cancella (grades 9 through 12), Pat
Boland (grades 6 through 8) and
Diane Kelly (Kindergarten through
grade 5).

The curriculum guide positions the
library/media center as the “hub of
the school” at every grade level.

Library/media specialists repre-
senting all eight district schools at-
tended the meeting as the guide was
submitted for review and final board
approval on January 22.

“While proficiencies at the elemen-
tary level are listed as isolated items,”
said Mrs. Kelly, “they are carried out
in concert with teachers, curriculum
and media specialists.”

Mrs. Boland added that the biggest
change to the middle and high school
proficiency requirements is that they
have been combined into one. “They
emphasize the new direction of the
media center,” she explained.

“Our library/media specialists
spend an enormous amount of time
working individually with students
to help them think critically, to evalu-
ate, demonstrate and interpret (infor-
mation),” she said.

Going forward, the “new” library/
media center in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood schools will continue to
encourage reading for pleasure and
research, and to enhance children’s
familiarity with books of all kinds,
according to the new curriculum
guide.

In addition, the guide outlines in-
creasing opportunities for exciting
interactive experiences and collabo-
rative efforts among students, teach-
ers and media specialists.

“There is a real effort here to blend
the best of both worlds,” Mr. Cancella
said.

Board member Richard R. Meade
said the guide should have a more
clearly-stated “linkage” between the
elementary and middle school library/
media proficiencies.

In other business, Mrs. McClymont
asked the board to approve immedi-
ately the district’s application for “ex-
traordinary aid” from the state with
respect to district spending for cer-
tain special education students.

According to Mrs. McClymont,
the state requested information for
two categories of students who are
candidates for “extraordinary aid.”
The first category identifies students
whose expenses for out-of-district
placement exceed $40,000 per year
(not including transportation costs).

Presently, there are 12 children in
this classification.

The second category, identified as
“Tier 4” students, includes young-
sters who are autistic, have multiple
handicaps, emotional disturbances or
visual impairments. There are 22 such

School Board to Receive
Budget Overview Jan. 22

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

students in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, 20 of whom are placed in
schools outside the district.

Mrs. Larkin asked Mrs.
McClymont to provide the total costs
associated with the education of these
students.

Mrs. McClymont said the state is
using this information to assess an
individual district’s ability to main-
tain its level of expenditure for these
students, but she has “heard” that
few applications for extraordinary
aid are actually being granted.

The board also discussed the re-
cent announcement from Union
County Freeholder Board Chairman
Daniel P. Sullivan that $3 million will
be provided to Union County schools
for computers and technology initia-
tives.

Mrs. Larkin referred to a January 8
Times article which cited comments
from Scotch Plains Mayor Joan Papen
and Councilman Martin Marks re-
garding the inappropriateness of the
Freeholders’ decision.

“I am very disturbed,” said Mrs.
Larkin. “The council hasn’t said one
word about the magnet school and
the money it has diverted from our
district. I will follow up on this.”

Board member Albert J. Syvertsen
said, “I think the county would be
well not to give out the money, and
would be well to stop what they’re
doing at the magnet school. He also
suggested that the Freeholders’ ac-
tion was an “effort to keep us quiet
about the magnet (school).”

Mr. Saridaki said the council is
entitled to make a judgment on Free-
holder business.

“The Freeholders are grabbing hold
of a national issue,” he added. “There
are districts in Union County that
have far more pressing needs than
technology in the classroom.”

He specifically mentioned the
Elizabeth, Linden and Roselle school
districts.

“If the county has $3 million,” said
Mr. Ruggiero, “it can afford tuition
for students at the magnet schools
instead of reducing the availability of
(our) funds for local students within
the district.”

The board is considering putting
forth a resolution on the county grant
program.

In a final item, Mrs. Simpson an-
nounced that Dr. Choye, New Jersey’s
Superintendent of the Year, has been
named one of four finalists for na-
tional Superintendent of the Year.
The winner will be named in Febru-
ary.

As she has done in the past, Dr.
Choye credited the board, staff mem-
bers, teachers and parents for their
efforts in pursuing academic excel-
lence in the district.

“I am pleased beyond words to
know that Scotch Plains and Fanwood
is being recognized nationally,” the
Superintendent said.

there are currently not a lot of funds
available. He recommended, however,
that borough officials meet with groups
from other towns who have conducted
similar projects, to discuss what these
communities have done.

Mr. Nathanson touched on options
such as the possible creation of a
special improvement district in
Fanwood, and also proposed that the
council review local ordinances and
the maintenance code to determine
how well they promote downtown
revitalization.

Among other topics covered by Mr.
Nathanson in his report were private/
public partnerships for community
development, which he said “could
provide an impetus to civic action and
be a conduit for funds” and which
“allows everyone to become involved
in a realistic, structured way.”

Mr. Nathanson also discussed the
ongoing  Cross-Acceptance Program,
which deals with regional develop-
ment on a county-by-county basis.
Municipalities are allowed to give
input concerning development within
their own borders, he said, and the
collective data is then submitted to
the state for review.

Mr. Nathanson also urged officials to
meet with representatives of the state
Department of Community Affairs to
discuss possible funding avenues.

During the agenda meeting that fol-
lowed, for which Mr. Nathanson was
not present, members of the council
discussed and debated the informa-
tion which had been presented in the
consultant’s report.

Republican Councilmen Joel
Whitaker and Stuart S. Kline both
commented that they thought more
progress would have been made to-
ward actually applying for grants.

Mr. Kline also noted that certain
grants identified by Mr. Nathanson in
his report, such as Community De-
velopment Block Grants and the
Green Acres program, were already
well known. He said the consultant
had not really tapped “obscure” fund-
ing sources which the community
could pursue.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly coun-
tered that Mr. Nathanson’s contacts
are valuable to Fanwood, but the gov-
erning body must make its expecta-
tions clear to the consultant. She ob-
served that, while officials are eager
to see results, the planning phase “is
a process we have to go through.”

Council Receives Update
On Redevelopment Grants
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Democratic Councilman William
E. Populus, Jr., who first invited Mr.
Nathanson to address the governing
body in November of 1996, also cited
the latter’s connections as an asset for
acquiring grant money.

“Networking has been a plus in
getting grants from the state,” said
Mr. Populus, who chairs the council’s
Administration and Finance Commit-
tee, “and he’s the link to get us there.”

Under other business, Mayor
Connelly confirmed that the borough
had received a Clean Community
Grant of $8,319 for 1998, out of $11.5
million which had been distributed
statewide.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
said she would look into whether these
funds could be used to clean up litter
on a parcel of Watson Road property
between Martine Avenue and Russell
Road.

College Club to Hear
About State’s New

Curriculum Standards
Peter Sobel, Assistant Director of

the New Jersey Math Coalition and
Project Manager of FANS, will be the
guest speaker of the College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains at its Mon-
day, January 26, meeting.

Mr. Sobel will talk about the state’s
new core curriculum standards and
how the FANS program will reach out
to families. He will explain how to
help children and grandchildren suc-
ceed in math, science and technology.

His talk will stress the importance
of reading, writing and arithmetic.
The public is invited to attend the
meeting which starts at 8 p.m. in the
First Methodist Church, 1171 Terrill
Road, Scotch Plains.

Students in the local school system
are reminded that applications are
still available for College Club schol-
arships offered to young women who
are seniors. They are available in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Guidance office.

Women currently enrolled in a uni-
versity must obtain applications from
the Scholarship Committee Chair-
woman by calling (908) 889-6236.
Completed applications with required
pertinent credentials should be sent
to 10 Brandywine Court, Scotch
Plains, 07076. Applications must be
received by Sunday, March 1.

Tuesday that Mayor Connelly “is
our choice for the Congressional
race and we’re very excited about
her willingness to run and be the
Democratic nominee in the race.”

The Chairwoman described
Mrs. Connelly as “a bright, ar-
ticulate businesswoman who
knows and understands
government…and also under-
stands from a business perspec-
tive what is important for an
economy to function and people’s
concerns.”

Mayor Connelly
Confirms Intention

To Run for Congress
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Permission to add 6,480 square
feet to the existing Park Place
restaurant and 12,200 square feet
of retail space at the property lo-
cated at 1990 Raritan Road, will
also be sought.

The property proposed for com-
mercial development is situated
in a zone that currently prohibits
this amount of retail space. The
applicant must gain approval of a
use variance from the board for
such an expansion.

Ms. Iammatteo Named
As Board Chairwoman;
Mr. Barth is Vice Chair
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Council Names Committee
To Evaluate Zoo Property
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Councilman Marks and Ray Pardon,
President of the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association.
Other members are businessman
Seymour Stein, Township Construc-
tion Official Robert LaCosta and
residents Art Grisi and Violette
Brown.

The 1998 municipal budget is ex-
pected to propose an estimated
$30,000 to fund the developments.
Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins has said he expects to give
council members an overall 1998
municipal budget proposal in Janu-
ary — to the tune of an estimated
$15.8 million.

In other business, the council
unanimously approved an ordinance
increasing the pay for Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
Commissioners from $600 a year to
$2,000. The Chairman’s salary will
go up from the current $1,000 to
$3,000 annually.

Mayor Papen is the township’s
Commissioner to the Authority and
members attend about 30 meetings a
year, according to RVSA Chairman
Frank G. Mazzarella. The RVSA
budget for this year includes a 3
percent increase in the assessments
to towns for sewer services.

The council also agreed to con-
tinue to share senior citizen bus ser-
vice with neighboring Fanwood at
the same rate as last year: $6,600
annually.

During Tuesday’s televised coun-
cil meeting, golf professional John
Turnbull was recognized for his

award from the New Jersey section of
the Professional Golf Association for
his work with youth at the Scotch
Hills Golf Club.

The council also recognized the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Boys Varsity Soccer Team and Coach
Thomas Breznitsky for their Group
3 State Championship this past sea-
son and 12th place ranking in the
nation.

Finally, the council and Police
Chief Thomas F. O’Brien watched
while Township Clerk Barbara
Riepe swore in three new police
officers, Shawn Johnson, Theodore
Conley and Jerald Brown, follow-
ing the retirement of three veteran
officers.


