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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two rival wrestling teams had a palm-
sweating showdown in Westfield on Janu-
ary 21 and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team seized a 48-
25 victory from a spirited Blue Devil
squad, as a sizable crowd cheered them
on. Raider Tony Melendez and Blue Devils
Onur Tezucar and Mike Baly increased
the decibels of the already benignly-ar-
dent and vocal crowd.

The excitement began at the 103-pound
class, when Raider David Loewinger
slicked under Blue Devil Mike Sawicki
using a barrel roll takedown and immedi-
ately tilted him to his back twice before
winning by a fall in 1:10.

With the Raiders up 6-0, Raider Mike
Loewinger at 112 took Dan Sawicki to the
mats with a double-leg takedown, but was
penalized one point for an illegal full nelson.
Up 2-1 to start the second period, Loewinger
received a penalty point then got another
three-point near fall to take a 6-1 lead. In the
third period, Sawicki got two points on a
spin-behind takedown. Later Loewinger
escaped, then added another takedown as
time ran out to win, 9-3.

The raid on the Devils continued. Raider
119-pounder Charlie Tripet put together
three takedowns, an arm bar near fall, a
cradle near fall and, finally, a reverse half
nelson to pin Sean Joffe in 5:08 and boost
the team score to 15-0.

Senior Dan Todd got the Blue Devils on
the board with a convincing 15-0, 4:22
technical fall over Mike Tripet. In the first
period, Todd confidently worked a throw-
by takedown, then clamped Tripet in a
cradle to take a 5-0 lead. Todd added a
spin-behind takedown, a tight-waist tilt,

MELENDEZ HUSTLES, FRIEDMAN USES THE CLAW

Raider Matmen Win Battle
With Spirited Devils, 48-25

a penalty point and a back tilt in the second
period, then ended the bout with a third
period takedown.

The crowd bellowed with excitement
throughout the 130-pound bout between
Blue Devil Jeff Kivetz and Raider Tony
Melendez. Both, excellent wrestlers,
Kivetz and Melendez gave the crowd what
they wanted as they burnt the mats with
blazing speed and sizzling counter-moves.

After several aggressive takedown at-
tempts in the first period by both wres-
tlers, Melendez finally jostled Kivetz out
of position, and spun behind for a
takedown. Melendez chose bottom in the
second period and gained two more points
using a highly-influential, standing-switch
reversal. Kivetz earned an escape to bring
the score to 4-1.

Neither wrestler slowed down in the
third period, but Melendez constantly
attempted to turn Kivetz using a stretcher
and a power-half nelson; however Kivetz’s
dogged determination prevented
Melendez’s desires and the bout ended
with Melendez earning a 4-1 decision.
Both wrestlers received an applause of

appreciation for such a fine performance.
In a wild bout at 135, Raider Mike

Natale got the best of Elby Pallero, after
trading takedowns and escapes, by pin-
ning him with a half nelson in 3:02. The
Raiders raced to a 24-5 team lead.

Powerful Devil Nick Friedman exer-
cised his muscle at 140 against an equally
explosive Mike Grabel and this time had
the most dynamite, as he fused his way to
a 9-0 majority decision.

After scoring a crowd-pleasing double-
leg takedown by first lifting Grabel off the
ground before bringing him to the mat,
Friedman “clawed” his way to victory by
using a back-turning maneuver known as
“the claw” on several occasions.

Blue Devil Onur Tezucar mastered for-
midable adversary Luke Cerchio with a
16-7 majority decision, but not before
some fireworks. Tezucar collected a
takedown, three reversals and three cradle
near falls, while Cerchio gained three re-
versals and a penalty point.

Josh Ricca put the Raiders ahead, 30-
13, when he turned Devil Tom Hamscom

The Westfield High School girls won
their first Union County Girls Winter
Track title since 1995, by squeezing past
the second-place Plainfield High School
girls, 69-66. Senior Sage Stefiuk set the
stage for the Blue Devil victory by grab-
bing two first-place finishes.

Stefiuk flew across the finish line in
5:47 to take first in the mile run, while
teammates Maura McMahon seized the
second spot with a time of 5:48.4, and
Adrienne Blauvelt snatched the fifth po-
sition at 6:03.6. Senior Jeanette Tourjee of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood came in sixth with
a time of 6:04.5.

Stefiuk’s second win came in the two-
mile run, when she crossed the line in
12:52.8. Blue Devil freshman Alexis
Anzelone swept away with a second-
place finish with a time of 12:53, and Tara
Bhandari took sixth with a time of 13:51.7.
Raider Tourjee grabbed fifth place with a
time of 13:55.1.

Blue Devil Megan Shutts captured a
second place in the 880-yard run, timed at
2:31.8, just .5 behind winner Priscilla
Hazelwood of Plainfield. Blue Devil Laura
Brucia took fifth place in the event with a

Devils Pass Plainfield;
Win County Track Title

time of 2:41.4, and Raider Erin Kelly
followed in sixth at 2:44.1.

Blue Devils Mary Korfmacher, Heather
Dennis, Paige Corbett and Katie Egan had
the second fastest time in the mile relay
with a combined time of 4:33.7. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood team came in third with
a time of 4:35.8.

Egan also took third in the 440-yard run
with a time of 1:06.3, and teammate Sue
Phillips pushed her way to a third place
win in the shot put with a heave of 30'
11.75”. Raider Erin Brandt placed fifth in
the 440-yard run with a time of 1:07.

Raider Christina Hillman cleared 4’-
6” to take fifth in the high jump and, in
a very interesting turn of events, Raider
Shawna Morgan set a meet record in the
60-yard dash with a time of :07 during
the semifinal round; however, she pulled
her hamstring and had to be scratched
from the finals.

Team Scoring:
1. Westfield 69, 2. Plainfield 66, 3.

Elizabeth 40, 4. Cranford 22, 5. Roselle 20,
6. Linden 14, 7. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Roselle Catholic 13.5, 8. Governor
Livingston 12, 9. Summit 11,
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Devil Bowlers Strike 2;
Beat Summit, Knights

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Team depth made the difference for the
Westfield High School bowling team, as it
toppled the Summit High School
Hilltoppers, 2,580-2,338, on January 15,
and unseated the Blue Knights of Irvington
High School, 2,711-2,498, on January 20
at Clark Lanes in Clark.

In his first varsity appearance, Jeff
Steinman rolled a high game of 210 and the
high series of 586, to lead the Blue Devils
over the Hilltoppers. Co-Captain Tracy
Masino added a 202 game. The Devil
junior varsity also won, outscoring the
Hilltopper junior varsity, 2,463-2,319.
Dan Rock was solid, as he rolled a 254 high
game and turned in an amazing 610 series.
Hugh Sinclair had a high game of 204 to
assist in the victory.

Blue Devil Head Coach Mike Tirone
said of Steinman, “I am very happy with
his performance; he did a very nice job in
his first varsity appearance.”

The Blue Devils knew they had to
perform even better against the Blue
Knights, if they expected to win. Irvington
entered the game undefeated, but the Blue
Devils squashed any further thoughts that
the Knights had of continuing their streak.

Senior Co-Captain Scott Bridgeman
had a better idea for the Blue Devils, as he
crashed a high game of 233 and blasted his
way to a 599 series. Teammate Evan
Baum put together two 205 games and
finished with a 568 series, to add to the
assault. Brett Rosenblatt, who led the
team with a 190.7 average, struck with a
211 game and a 541 series.

Rock and Jeff Diamond were precious,
as they led the junior varsity team to a
2,189-1,854 victory over the Knight’s
junior varsity.

“We are pretty much eight people deep.
It makes it a challenge for everyone on the

team including myself,” explained Tirone.
“Irvington is a very strong bowling team;
they were undefeated coming into the
game,” added Tirone.

With strong rumors as to the possible
closing of Clark Lanes, Tirone commented,
“It is a substantial rumor, but there is no
official word yet. The Watchung Confer-
ence has several houses which are possi-
bly available. Jersey Lanes in Linden or
Highway Bowl in Union could be major
candidates to host our games.

Tirone continued, “It’s a shame. They
(Clark Lanes) have leagues for younger
kids and that is where we many of our kids
came from. It would be a terrible thing if
they close.”

By STEVE ABELES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Things have been looking up for the
Westfield Girls Basketball team during
the week of January 19-24. The Westfield
High school girls basketball team notched
three straight victories, beating Linden,
Irvington and Plainfield to boost their
record to 8-3.

On January 20, the Blue Devils regis-
tered a decisive, 53-24, win over the Linden
Tigers. Junior Liz McKeon tossed in 14

MCKEON,VINEGRA SCORE BIG, NUSSE DAZZLES

Devil Basketball Girls Blast
Tigers, Knights, Cardinals

points in the first half as the Blue Devils
jumped out to a 23-6 first-quarter lead. The
Blue Devil defense cashed in a strong per-
formance in the first half, causing the Tigers
to have numerous turnovers. Disciplined
passing, deadly shot accuracy and physical
rebounding also enabled the Blue Devils’
offense to play with powerful intensity.

The Westfield offense cooled down a bit
in the second half, scoring a modest 12
points in the third quarter and only eight
points in the fourth. The Blue Devil de-
fense, however, kept the Tigers away from
the sweet taste of victory by causing a
whopping 10 turnovers.

Senior Megan Devitt led the rebound
domination with six defensive boards. High
scorers for Westfield were McKeon with
21, senior Suzanne Vinegra with 11 and
senior captain Vicki Nusse with six. Devitt
accounted for five points and senior Missy
Francz fired in four points.

On January 23, McKeon had a phenom-
enal first half, scoring all of the team’s 17
first half points to pace Westfield to a 28-
24 win over the Irvington Blue Knights.

The Devils bolted out to an early 9-3
first-quarter lead as the 2-3 zone foiled the
Blue Knights’ offense McKeon led the
rebounding with five boards.

In the second quarter, the Blue Devils
offense began to struggle. Missed shots
and poor ball handling resulted in an 8-8
second-quarter stalemate. McKeon once
again stepped up and poured in all eight
points. The Blue Devils went into the
locker room at half time clinging to a mea-
ger, 17-11, lead.

Things didn’t get much better in the
third quarter as the Blue Devils scored a
mere five points. On a positive note, the
defense remained strong throughout the

third quarter, turning back 10 of the 12
shots taken by the Blue Knights. Vinegra
and Nusse combined for six rebounds and
three steals to fuel the defense.

In the fourth quarter, Westfield was out
scored by Irvington 9-6 but held on to win
28-24. McKeon who contributed an amaz-
ing 17 points and 10 rebounds said, “We
didn’t play a very good game on offense
but our defense stayed consistent through-
out the game. It was getting really close
towards the end of the game but I’m glad
we were able to stick together and win.”

The Blue Devils played a stellar game on
January 25 offensively and defensively to
defeat a quick and physical Plainfield squad.
Vinegra snapped a scoreless two minutes
with a lay-up off of a pass from Nusse.
McKeon struck for two points a minute later
to make the score 4-0. Devitt batted away two
shots and then scored off of her own missed
shot to pace the Blue Devils. With 5:22 left
in the quarter, Nusse fired in a huge three-
pointer to extend the lead to 12-1.

The Cardinals then called their first
time of the game as a direct result of the
fierce pressure from the Blue Devils. At
the end of the first quarter the Devils were
on top, 15-5.

The Devils’ offense continued to pound
away at the Cardinals’ basket with sopho-
more Valerie Griffith netting four points
in the second quarter. Devitt continued to
deter the Cardinals from scoring as she
recorded two more blocked shots. The
Westfield defense continued to frustrate
the Cardinals and forced them to squander
their two remaining time-outs. By half
time, the Blue Devils had garnered a com-
manding 30-17 lead.

In the third quarter, Nusse dazzled the
crowd with exceptional ball handling skills
and precise passes. Three minutes into the
quarter, Nusse dribbled past three defend-
ers before dishing the ball off to Vinegra
who scored an easy two points. Nusse and
Vinegra contributed four points in the
third quarter as the Blue Devil girls rolled
to a 45-30 lead.

In the fourth quarter, the Blue Devils
had difficulty holding on as the Cardinals
threatened to take the lead. The Cardinals
were within six points until Vinegra scored
a desperately needed jump-shot to pre-
serve the lead and eventually the game.

Vinegra said, “Everyone played very
well as a team throughout the whole game
which was the main reason why we won.
Our offense didn’t take bad shots and our
defense came up with some big rebounds.”
Linden (1-8)   6   5   8 15 34
Westfield (6-3) 23 10 12   8 53

Westfield   9   8   5   6 28
Irvington   3   8   4   9 24

Plainfield (6-7)   5 12 13 15 45
Westfield (8-3) 15 15 15 10 55

McCULLUM SCORES 17 POINTS

Blue Devil Boys Turn
Out the Knight’s Lights

By STEVE ABELES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Rob McCullum brought the
Devils up from the depths of a 27-27
stalemate at half time, as the Westfield
High School boys’ basketball team soared
through the second half to capture an
impressive 66-49 win over the Blue
Knights of Irvington on January 22.

Both teams came out flat in the first
quarter, as the Blue Devils were only 3 for
11 shooting from the field, scoring 10
points before the buzzer sounded. Senior

McCullum tossed in four points to pace the
Blue Devils. The Blue Knights experienced
slightly more luck, as they scored 13.

In the second quarter, the Blue Devils
began to settle their offense and scored 17
points. Lamont Turner played an excel-
lent second quarter, scoring seven points
and causing three turnovers. During the
quarter, the Knights pulled off some inter-
esting slam dunks, in an effort to intimi-
date the Devils; however, Turner cooled
them by performing some “heads-up”
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Vikings ‘K’ruise
Past the Kardinals

The Union Catholic High School girls’
basketball team soared over the Kardinals,
53-28, in Kearny on January 20. Once
again, the Viking defense kept scoring to a
minimum as their versatile offense went to
work keeping their opponents off balance.

The Kardinals pecked away, but could
only chew up eight points in the first
quarter and nine in the second, as the
voracious Vikings gobbled 12 and 13
points, respectively.

Katie Santo and Kathryn Rooney
chomped six points each in the third
quarter, as the Vikings outscored the
Kardinals, 20-4. Santo finished with 15
points; Rooney and Devin McDonald bit
off 14 points apiece; Jen Britton and
Shrita Smith hit for four each, and Lisa
Lott had two points.
Un Catholic (8-1) 12 13 20   8 53
Kearny (6-5)   8   9   4   7 28

David B. Corbin for The  Leader  and The Times
THE SHOT…Blue Devil Suzanne
Vinegra, No. 40, fires a shot at the
basket during the game against the
Cardinal girls.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
SEIZING A DEFENSIVE REBOUND…Blue Devil Megan Devitt, No. 42, begins
to grab another rebound, as Suzanne Vinegra, No. 40, and Heather Simpson, No.
23, along with Vicky Nusse, back to photo, seal off the area to prevent any
intervention from the Plainfield girls.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
UPS AND DOWNS…Blue Devil Nick Friedman, center,
picks Raider Mike Grabel off the mat, then takes him back
to the mat.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
STANDING CRADLE…Raider Jim Feeley, top, begins to
crunch Blue Devil Nick Clark into a cradle before taking him
to the mat.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
WAITING FOR THE REBOUND…Blue Devil Peter Anzelone, No. 21, waits for
the rebound duringthe game with the Blue Knights on January 22.


