
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, July 2, 1998 Page 5

Woodplay
3x4

Mrs. Vernick�s Mayoral Bid
Draws Republican Support

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick, the first female Republican
Mayoral candidate in the history of
Westfield, was honored by more than
150 local residents and dignitaries at
the home of recently re-elected Union
County Republican Chairman and
former state Senator Frank X.
McDermott and his wife, Patricia,
on June 25.

Mr. McDermott enthusiastically
endorsed the candidacy of Council-
woman Vernick for Mayor, stating
that he was pleased to have a Repub-
lican woman seeking the town�s high-
est office.

Also in attendance in support of
Mrs. Vernick�s candidacy was Con-
gressman Bob Franks, State Senate
President Donald T. DiFrancesco,
Assemblyman and former Westfield
Mayor Richard H. Bagger, and Re-
publican Municipal Chairman Rob-
ert W. Cockren, along with their
spouses.

In addition, former Mayors Ronald
Frigerio, Alan Chin, Bud C. Boothe,
and H. Emerson Thomas were present
in support of Mrs. Vernick�s Mayoral
bid.

The councilwoman�s running
mates in this year�s Westfield elec-
tion are Jon Bramnick, who is seek-
ing election to the Town Council
from the First Ward; Councilman
Jim Gruba, who is running for re-
election in the Second Ward, Noreen
Lund, seeking election in the Third
Ward, and Fourth Ward candidate
for council, Tom Cusimano.

In addressing the guests, Mrs.
Vernick�s speech focused on her
Westfield experience, her initiatives
which have had a positive response
from town residents, and her history
of service as a member of the Town
Council.

�I�m looking forward to January,
when I can roll up my sleeves, and get
the job done,� the councilwoman
stated.

Resolution Urges Congress
To Remedy Aircraft Noise

The Senate Transportation Com-
mittee approved a resolution on June
22, sponsored by State Senate Presi-
dent Donald T. DiFrancesco, which
urges President Clinton and the
United States Congress to enact the
provisions of the federal �Quiet Com-
munities Act of 1997,� and to pro-
vide funding for the reestablishment
of the Office of Noise Abatement and
Control, so that the issue of excessive
aircraft noise can be addressed.

�Many communities in New Jer-
sey are affected by the noise of thou-
sands of aircraft, whose flight pat-
terns require flying over these com-
munities en route to LaGuardia Air-
port, Kennedy International Airport
and Newark International Airport,�
said Senator DiFrancesco, who rep-
resents the 22nd Legislative District
which includes Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Westfield and Mountainside.

�The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) predicts there will be
36 percent more flights in these air-
ports by the year 2007,� he contin-
ued. �Something must be done to
address this growing problem.�

In 1982, the Office of Noise Abate-
ment and Control was closed due to
an absence of funding. The United
States Environmental Protection
Agency remains responsible for en-
forcing regulations adopted and
implemented pursuant to the Noise
Control Act of 1972, even though
funding for the Office of Noise Abate-
ment and Control has been termi-
nated.

�This is more than just a quality of
life issue. Excessive aircraft noise
poses a serious health risk to New
Jerseyans,� remarked Senator
DiFrancesco. �Chronic exposure to

noise has been linked to an increased
risk of cardiovascular problems,
strokes, and nervous disorders.�

Senator DiFrancesco added that
studies have shown that especially
loud, intermittent noise over which
the exposed person has no control is
particularly jarring to the nervous
system, and can result in nervous or
even violent behavior.

�Excessive and nuisance noise
causes sleep deprivation, task inter-
ruption, illness and disorders that pose
immeasurable loss of productivity and
other costs on society,� he said.

The resolution calls for the fed-
eral government to correct the air-
craft noise problem sanctioned by
the FAA, and calls for the �Quiet
Communities Act of 1997� to be
enacted and funded under the rees-
tablished Office of Noise Abatement
and Control.A WEALTH OF LEADERSHIP...Six former Republican Westfield Mayors

attended Sunday�s Republican fund-raiser for First Ward Councilwoman and
GOP Mayoral candidate Gail S. Vernick. Pictured, left to right, are: standing,
former Mayors Raymond W. Stone, Bud C. Boothe, Richard H. Bagger (cur-
rently a State Assemblyman), Allen Chin, and Ronald J. Frigerio; seated,
Councilwoman Vernick and former Mayor H. Emerson Thomas.

Council Candidates
To Meet Residents

At July 8 Gathering
The three Republican candidates

for the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil will meet with residents on
Wednesday, July 8, at the Scotch
Hills Country Club on Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains between 7:30
and 9:30 p.m.

The candidates include incumbent
Councilman Robert Johnston,
Paulette Coronato and Jim Fawcett.

Gabe Spera, Chairman of the
Scotch Plains Republican Commit-
tee, said everyone is invited to this
free get-together.

�The candidates are looking for-
ward to learning the views and re-
ceiving input from people in our
community in an informal, friendly
setting,� he noted.

�We hope many residents will join
us for our Meet the Candidates night,�
he added.

Desserts and coffee will be served.
For more information, please call
Anthony Albanese at (908) 753-7355.

AGAINST PARK PLACE PLAN...Franklin P. Donatelli, Tarquin Jay Bromley,
and Geri Morgan Samuel, pictured left to right, Democratic candidates for
Scotch Plains Township Council, have announced their opposition to a plan
before the local Planning Board that would allow the owners of the Park Place
Restaurant, formerly the Sleepy Hollow, to construct a 12,000-square-foot retail
store in a residential zone.

Scotch Plains Democrats
Oppose Park Place Proposal
For Expansion, Pharmacy

Scotch Plains Democratic candi-
dates for the Township Council,
Franklin P. Donatelli, Tarquin Jay
Bromley, and Geri Morgan Samuel,
have announced their opposition to a
plan before the Scotch Plains Plan-
ning Board that if approved would
allow the Park Place restaurant prop-
erty to add a 12,000 square-foot Drug
Fair pharmacy and permit a major
expansion of the restaurant facility
itself.

The property, formerly known as
the Sleepy Hollow Restaurant, is lo-
cated at the intersection Raritan Road
and Martine Avenue.

The three-some said in a joint state-
ment that, �Commercial development
in a residential zone is inconsistent
with the fundamental principles of
good planning and zoning. We fur-
ther believe that the residents of the
community desire to preserve the
character and quality of life in Scotch
Plains. The plan for this site is in-
compatible with those beliefs.�

Mr. Donatelli, a life-long Scotch
Plains resident, commented, �I was
motivated to run for council by many
residents who have expressed their
deep concerns about the continued
proposals that would erode the char-
acter of Scotch Plains.

�I strongly support the views of the
many area residents and those
throughout the township who know
that this type of development is det-
rimental to the heritage of our com-

munity,� said Mr. Donatelli.
Mr. Bromley, who, along with his

wife, has been restoring his local pre-
Revolutionary period residence,
added, �Townspeople have presented
many valid reasons of concern.
Among these is the fact that the area
itself is one of historic significance.
Historians report that much of the
region was part of the Revolutionary
War site of the �Battle of the Short
Hills,� one of the largest engage-
ments of American patriots and Brit-
ish soldiers to take place in New
Jersey.�

Mrs. Samuel, mother of two chil-
dren, expressed, �Neighbors have jus-
tifiably pointed out the tremendous,
potential hazards to both children
and adult pedestrians. There will be
increased traffic and maneuvering of
vehicles in an out of the already busy
parking lot. This is among one of the
busiest intersections in Scotch Plains.
Vehicles are reported to travel at
particularly high rates of speed in
this area.�

Mr. Donatelli, Mr. Bromley, and
Mrs. Samuel concluded by stating,
�Simply put, this proposal does not
serve the best interests of the resi-
dents of Scotch Plains. Moreover, its
approval could serve as a bad prece-
dent that could lead to additional
commercial development at that site
as well as a rationale to encroach into
other residential neighborhoods in
Scotch Plains.�

Mr. Augustine Reveals
New Office Location
The District Office of Assembly-

man Alan M. Augustine has moved
to 1811 Springfield Avenue in New
Providence. The telephone numbers
for the office will remain the same.

Assemblyman Augustine, who rep-
resents Union, Somerset, Morris and
Middlesex Counties, serves as Chair-
man of the Assembly State Govern-
ment Committee, and is a member of
the Assembly Banking and Finance
Committee.

�Our new offices will enable my
staff to better serve our constituents,�
Mr. Augustine said.

The telephone number at the office
is (908) 665-7777, and the fax num-
ber is (908) 665-0903.

Jacquelyn A. Gibbons
Is Awarded Degree

From U. of Alabama
Jacquelyn A. Gibbons of Scotch

Plains was among 2,200 students
who were awarded degrees at spring
commencement exercises held re-
cently on the Tuscaloosa campus of
the University of Alabama.


