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PULL OVER, BUDDY!!!
YOU FORGOT TO PAY
THE E.I.C. CHARGE!

Early Reaction to E. Broad St. �Eviction�
Could Have Made Elm Decision Difficult

Elm Street �Landmarks� Are Kinds
Of Businesses That Make Town Great

Letters to the Editor

As a long-time Westfield resident, a
small business owner in the community,
and the only retail merchant tenant on the
Board of Directors of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, I feel compelled
to comment on the recent evictions of my
fellow merchants at Elm Deli and
Backroom Antiques.

This may be the most recent and per-
haps the most blatant incident of its kind,
but the handwriting has been on the wall
for many months. How did we get from
filling vacant stores, to kicking out vi-
able merchants whose leases have come
due, to offering deals to landlords before
the tenant�s lease is up?

There are those who say, and I some-
what agree, that this is �just business� or
the result of the commercial real estate
market. I also believe that this market

does not operate in a vacuum. The cur-
rent climate of approval has accelerated
the process.

If those with downtown interests (town
government, the Mayor, the Chamber of
Commerce, and my own board) had voiced
outrage, disapproval or even concern at
the first eviction on East Broad Street,
then the decision of the landlord at Elm
Deli and Backroom Antiques would have
been more difficult.

The preservation of the uniqueness of
Westfield means support for the small
merchants. Revitalization of the down-
town does not mean losing the small
businesses that have been here through
the years.

Gerri Gildea
Westfield

Although this letter may seem some-
what biased, I will presume that what I
have to say is shared by many others in
and around Westfield. My parents (Mr.
and Mrs. Tim DeRubeis), Vickie Priscoe-
Spurr and Paula Gentempo are literally
being pushed out of their businesses.
Backroom Antiques has been there for 20
years and the Elm Deli more than 50
years.

These landmarks are the kinds of busi-
nesses that make Westfield so great. I
have lived in Westfield all of my life (30
years) and I love this town. I love it for
many reasons, one of them being our
wonderful downtown, with its unique
shops owned by men and women that
care about their customers as well as
their community.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Executive Director Michael LaPlace feels
that the addition of these retail chains is
a healthy trend for our town. Well sure if
you want to be known as the Westfield
mall. We can go to the mall for these
stores, I cannot say the same for Elm Deli
and Backroom Antiques. The fact of the

matter is Gymboree can go anywhere,
this feat not as easy for my parents and
Backroom Antiques. It is very unfortu-
nate that money has taken precedence
over loyalty, integrity, and just plain
giving a damn.

My father probably would have retired
in five to eight years, and subsequently
sell his business. A business that he has
put in 90 hours a week for the past 35
years. Always going above and beyond
the call of duty for his customers and his
fellow neighbors, just because (he would
hate that I was saying this), but now that
is all gone. So now I am left with two
questions: Will Westfield be the kind of
town (as the banners strewn throughout
convey) that you and I will want to live
in?

My next question is for Joel Goodman
and Anthony Schilling � How do you
sleep nights? A word of thanks to all of
the letters and support from the people
who care about Westfield, keep it up.

Teresa DeRubeis-Schaefer
Westfield

Fleet Bank, Neumann Group
Donate Bike to Westfield P.D.

This past Saturday during the Jazz
Festival performance outside the
Westfield Post Office, representatives
from Fleet Bank presented a dona-
tion of $1,400 to The Neumann Foun-
dation of Westfield. The Neumann
Foundation then presented a Police
mountain bike to the Westfield Po-
lice Department�s Community Bike
Patrol.

The Neumann Foundation is a non-
profit organization established in
memory of fallen Essex County Po-
lice Officer Keith Neumann, who
was killed during a pre-dawn drug
raid August 3, 1989.

The foundations� purpose is to pro-
vide support to police departments
and their community Bike Patrols
through a bike donation program,
explained Neumann Foundation
President Steve Toal.

The aim of the program, he said, is
to promote the use of the bike patrols
within the community to fight drug
use, reduce crime in parks, town
centers, school areas and general
recreation areas.

�We are trying to re-acquaint the
community with a highly visible and
approachable police force,� said Mr.
Toal. �The new bike is fully equipped
with everything the bike officer will
need while on patrol, including safety
and comfort features to make their

eight-hour shift on the bikes safer
and more tolerable.�

�We are thrilled with the generos-
ity shown by Fleet Bank and the
enthusiasm and appreciation shown
by the Westfield Police Officers
present today,� he added.

Fleet Bank�s Westfield office spon-
sored the bike donation by donating
the $1,400 to the Neumann Founda-
tion which purchased a fully equipped
1998 Cannodale Police Mountain
Bike, helmet and gloves. Fleet Bank�s
donation will supplement the exist-
ing fleet of three police bikes cur-
rently on the road in Westfield.

The Neumann Foundation is cur-
rently discussing other opportunities
with Fleet Bank to provide addi-
tional financial donations and bikes
for other local police departments.

�The Westfield Police Department
had applied to the Neumann Founda-
tion for consideration and was se-
lected on their need for newer, safer
bikes. Based on the information sub-
mitted and the many conversations
with Sergeant Andy Gallagher, The
Neumann Foundation�s Board of
Directors was unanimous in its vote
selecting Westfield as a 1998 bike
recipient,� Mr. Toal said.

Area residents may make donations
payable to The Neumann Foundation,
P.O. Box 2654, Westfield 07091.

Gretchen Bowman for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HELPING COMMUNITY POLICING�Steve Toal, of Westfield, President of
the Neumann Foundation, at right, accepts a check of $1,400 from Helaine
Witzel, Westfield Branch Manager for Fleet Bank. Also pictured is Ralph
Tancredi of the Neumann Foundation and his daughter, Briana, along with
members of the Westfield Police Department�s Bike Patrol. The Foundation
donated a mountain bike, pictured, to the Bike Patrol.

Jon Bramnick Appoints
Campaign Mgr., Treasurer

Jon M. Bramnick has announced
the appointment of a his campaign
manager and treasurer for his 1998
bid on the Republican ticket for First
Ward Councilman in Westfield.

Lisa Gorsky will serve as General
Campaign Manager for Mr.
Bramnick and Rafael Bettancourt
has been named Treasurer of the
campaign.

Mr. Bramnick, is a 1975 graduated
of the Maxwell School for Political
Science at Syracuse University, New
York, and received his Juris Doctor-
ate Degree from Hofstra Law School
on Long Island.

Mr. Bramnick served as a City
Councilman in Plainfield for seven
years. He is a former Assistant Pro-
fessor at Rider University in
Lawrenceville and Adjunct Faculty
Member of Rutgers University Gradu-
ate School.

Mr. Bramnick has two children
who attend Westfield High School
and  Rooseve l t  In te rmedia te
School and is married to Patricia
Brentano.

Three Country Music Divas
To Perform at Paper Mill

Three female country music artists
will appear at the Paper Mill Playhouse
during the next six months as part of a
series of concerts at the Millburn theater.

Patty Loveless will appear at the Paper
Mill on Tuesday, August 4. Tickets for
this concert are available at $50, $46,
$42 and $25.

Lee Ann Womack will perform at the
theater on Tuesday, October 20. Tickets for

her Paper Mill concert are $40, $35 and $20.
Kathy Mattea will make a return en-

gagement at the Paper Mill on Tuesday,
December 1. Tickets for her show are
$50, $46, $42 and $25.

For tickets and information, please
call the Paper Mill Playhouse box office
at (973) 376-4343. All shows are at 8
p.m. The theater is completely acces-
sible to individuals with disabilities.

PARTY TIME�Sherwood Parkway residents enjoying their annual block
party in Westfield take time out to greet visitors Gail S. Vernick, First Ward
Councilwoman, center, and Westfield Police Officer Greg Kasko.

Photography Forum Slated
At CSH Through September
Children�s Specialized Hospital

(CSH) in Mountainside will host the
New Jersey Photography Forum�s
Fourth Annual Juried Exhibit, from
Sunday, August 2, through Saturday,
September 26. A free public recep-
tion will be held on Sunday, Septem-
ber 13, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Over 300 fine art photographers
were invited to enter their work, from
which more than 75 entries have
been selected for display throughout
CSH�s three exhibition hallways.

The New Jersey Photography Fo-
rum meets monthly at the Watchung
Arts Center. Meetings include dis-
cussion and expertise sharing, as
well as special presentations by manu-
facturers, curators and professional
photographers.

Upcoming meetings, all scheduled
to begin at 7 p.m., will be held on
Wednesday, August 12, Monday,
September 14, Wednesday, October
14, and Monday, November 16. For
more information, please call Nancy
Ori at (973) 781-5385.

The Fourth Annual Juried Show is
open to the public, free of charge,

from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. daily, at
Children�s Specialized Hospital, lo-
cated at 150 New Providence Road.
Visitors are requested to enter the
hospital through the ambulance entry.

The artists� works are offered for
sale. A portion of the sale proceeds
will benefit the hospital.

CSH treats children and adoles-
cents from birth through 21 years of
age. The hospital provides outpa-
tient services, acute rehabilitation and
long-term care through its network
of facilities in Mountainside,
Fanwood, Toms River, Newark and
Union, as well as outreach programs
in many communities.

Bridget Benisch Among
Colgate�s Class of 2002

Bridget Benisch, the daughter of
Jean and Steve Benisch of Westfield,
is among more than 700 students
who will enter Colgate University in
Hamilton, New York with the Class
of 2002 in late August.

She is a graduate of Westfield High
School.


