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Colonial Crafters, Vendors
Sought For Harvest Festival
The Union County Board of Cho-

sen Freeholders is calling on arti-
sans, crafts people and food vendors
to demonstrate Colonial or Native-
American skills and sell their wares
at the county’s 17th annual Harvest
Festival.

The event is a celebration of Colo-
nial and Native-American life fea-
turing live period music, Native-
American dancing, a Colonial magic
show, a Revolutionary War encamp-
ment, children’s crafts, Colonial food,
games and much more.

The Harvest Festival will take
place, rain or shine, at Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center, located at
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside, on Sunday, Septem-
ber 27, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“This is a great way for adults and
lads to learn more about the county’s
rich history and heritage,” said Daniel
P. Sullivan, Chairman of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers.

Freeholder Sullivan noted that his
native Elizabeth, the county seat,
was the first English settlement in
this area, and served as the Colonial
capital of New Jersey in the nation’s
early days. Important Revolutionary
War battles and skirmishes were
fought throughout the county.

A popular event, the Harvest Fes-
tival draws between 5,000 and 7,000
visitors. By participating, vendors
and demonstrators will have the op-
portunity to educate others about their
craft and the Colonial time period.
Examples of skills being sought in-
clude blacksmithing, kick wheel pot-
tery, broom making, shoe making,
hat making and quilting. Food should
be representative of the time period
as well, such as corn-on-the-cob,
buffalo burgers, etc.

For more details about how to par-
ticipate, please contact Betty Ann
Kelly of the Union County Division
of Parks and Recreation at (908) 527-
4231.

New Health Care Facility
For Veterans is Dedicated

Union County Freeholder Vice
Chairman Nicholas P. Scutari and
Freeholders Linda d. Stender and
Chester Holmes recently joined offi-
cials from the state Health Care Sys-
tem and the Veterans Association
(VA), along with local dignitaries and
veterans, for the dedication of the new
Veterans Health Care Practice on East
Jersey Street in Elizabeth.

“We are indebted to our veterans
for defending the United States
against foreign aggression, and now
that they need medical attention, it
is an honor for this county to host
the site of the VA Health Care Prac-
tice, that will benefit veterans
throughout the region,” Freeholder
Stender said.

Mrs. Stender presented a county
resolution extending best wishes to
the new Veterans Health Care Prac-
tice to Casimir Kowalczyk, Chair-
man of the United Veterans Council,
who was master of ceremonies for
the event. Mr. Kowalczyk served as a
Freeholder from 1990-1994.

“Two years ago, Mr. Kowalczyk

SUPPORTER OF EDUCATION...The Union County Educational Services
Foundation recently honored Bell Atlantic for its corporate commitment to
education. Dr. Peter Ventimiglia, Vice President of External Affairs for Bell
Atlantic, accepted the honors at the Foundation’s third annual awards recep-
tion. Pictured, from left, are: Foundation Vice President and Dinner Committee
Chairwoman Marie Gagliardi; Dr. Ventimiglia; Foundation President Patricia
F. Morris, and Superintendent of The Union County Educational Services
Commission Edward M. Hartnett.

came to the Freeholder Board look-
ing for support to build a Veterans
Affairs Health Care System,” Free-
holder Stender explained. “We were
happy to offer him our support then,
and proud to join him now that it is a
reality,” she added.

Access Awards to Recognize
Efforts on Behalf of Disabled

In order to open businesses, ser-
vices and employment to a greater
number of people with disabilities,
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders has announced the third
annual Access Union County Awards
Program.

These awards will honor retailers,
restaurants, theaters, educational in-
stitutions and private businesses who
have made significant efforts to wel-
come and accommodate people with
disabilities.

“People with disabilities are val-
ued employees, consumers, students,
friends and neighbors,” said Free-
holder Lewis Mingo Jr., the Free-
holder board’s Liaison to the Union
County Office for the Disabled.

“We want to recognize businesses
and institutions which demonstrated
the good judgment to open their doors
and minds to this important part of
our population,” said Freeholder
Mingo.

Nominations are now being ac-
cepted for sites in the county that are
barrier-free or have demonstrated a
commitment to improving accessi-
bility.

Winners will be honored by the
Union County Freeholders at a spe-
cial ceremony later this year.

“By presenting this award, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
is saying that opening doors, opportu-
nities and markets to people with dis-
abilities is good for business and good
for the community,” said Freeholder
Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan.

The Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) of 1990 requires busi-
nesses and government agencies to
make facilities, goods and services
available to people with disabilities.

In the nearly eight years since the
ADA was passed, it has changed the
way the nation does business, ac-
cording to Freeholders. Places of
public accommodation which fail to
comply with the law are subject to
administrative complaints, potential
lawsuits and fines.

“The Union County Board of Free-
holders believes that these awards
can help bring about change in a
positive way, by honoring and ac-

knowledging those who have recog-
nized the importance of breaking
down barriers and welcoming people
with disabilities,” said Freeholder
Mingo.

“The results are a better economy,
more jobs for all and stronger com-
munities,” he added.

Nomination forms are available
from the Union County Office for the
Disabled. For more information about
programs and services for people with
disabilities, please call (908) 527-
4840 (voice and TTY).

Local Student Takes
Part in Symposium

Andrea Duchek, a recent Union
College (Schenectady, New York)
graduate with a major in anthropol-
ogy, participated in the college’s
Steinmetz Symposium on students’
creative, scholarly and research
achievements.

She presented, “The Life Histories
of Five Bejan Women.”

Andrea is a Westfield resident and
a 1994 graduate of Westfield High
School.

The symposium is named for
Charles Proteus Steinmetz, profes-
sor and Head of Electrical Engineer-
ing and Applied Physics at Union
College from 1902 to 1923.

Freeholders Take Action on Ordinances
Relating to Lease of Trash Incinerator

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders took action on sev-
eral ordinances last Thursday which
are needed as the Union County Utili-
ties Authority (UCUA) prepares to
lease the Resource Recovery Facility,
more commonly known as the gar-
bage incinerator, to the builder of the
facility.

The board adopted an ordinance
on second reading as part of the
limited deficiency agreement writ-
ten into the lease deal. Under the
lease proposal, the Utilities Author-
ity will lease the incinerator for 25
years to Ogden Martin Systems of
Union, Inc.

As part of the lease plan, the UCUA
would guarantee 250,000 tons of solid
waste annually over the length of the
agreement. Business generated by
this tonnage will pay off $175 mil-
lion of the $293 million in remaining
debt on the incinerator. An Environ-
mental Investment Charge, or EIC,
will be levied on garbage generated
in Union County. This fee will be
collected by the UCUA and will help
pay off the remaining debt.

The deficiency agreement would
require the county to make up any
shortfall in waste tonnage to Ogden
Martin in cash revenue. In order to
meet the tonnage requirements, the
UCUA has been busy looking for
municipalities in the county to sign
long-term deals for dumping at the
incinerator.

The $50-per-ton rate, to be charged
to municipalities dumping at the in-
cinerator, will change periodically,
based on the Consumer Price Index
(CPI). Seven towns in the county
have opted not to sign the long-term
contracts, since they do not currently
factor waste disposal costs into their
municipal budgets. Garbage haulers
in those towns bill residents directly
for service.

These communities include West-
field, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside.

In order to restructure the out-
standing debt on the incinerator, Free-
holders also introduced an ordinance
that will allow the UCUA to issue
$40 million in what is termed “tax-
exempt private activity bonds.”

The Authority will then pay off a
20-year contract agreement with Al-
liance Landfill in Taylor Borough,
Pennsylvania, to dispose of 2.5 mil-
lion tons of ash residue (or roughly
125,000 tons annually) from the

county burner to Alliance.
UCUA officials explained that

Ogden Martin will then pay off the
county debt. Officials figured that
this would be less expensive than
continuing to pay Alliance Landfill
directly, since rates are bound to in-
crease. Currently, the ash disposal
rate is $40 per ton.

Jonathan Williams, special coun-
sel to the UCUA, told the board that
Ogden Martin will pay off the bond
debt with anticipated revenue from
the operation of the incinerator.

Ogden Martin said it will generate
revenue from the sale of electricity
generated by the plant and through
proceeds on the sale of the remaining
waste capacity at the incinerator.

The board introduced another or-
dinance in order to issue up to
$750,000 in what are termed “tax-
exempt private activity revenue
bonds.” Ogden Martin will use these
funds to acquire garbage trucks for
the City of Rahway, where the incin-
erator is located. Ogden Martin pays
a “host fee” of $250,000 to Rahway.
The city will also receive a virtual
waiver on the EIC fee. Rahway will
pay only $1 on each ton of garbage
generated within its boundaries.

In other business, the Freeholders
approved a resolution supporting the
Mountainside Borough Council’s
grant application to the New Jersey
Department of Transportation’s Bu-
reau of Local Aid to provide com-
muter parking spaces for residents
using bus transportation along Route
No. 22 at New Providence Road.

In furthering the county’s economic
development policies, the board ap-
proved a one-year contract with
Edwards & Kelcey, Inc., of
Morristown, to determine how county
plans relate to development in the
Port of Elizabeth area. The sub-con-
tractor on the project is Ann Strauss-
Wieder of Westfield.

The report will include new
projects, potential uses of what are
defined as “brownfield” sites, and
recommended infrastructure im-
provements, along with a plan to
finance such projects. Brownfields
are vacant properties, primarily in-
dustrial in nature, which are consid-
ered or perceived to be “blighted” by
pollution or other contaminants.

Deputy County Manager George
W. Devanney, who heads the county’s
Department of Economic Develop-
ment, said the study would include
Elizabeth as well as the Route No. 1
and 9 corridor, Rahway and Linden.

Officials noted that the Port Au-

thority of New York and New Jersey
is conducting its own study of the
port area.

Freeholder Linda d. Stender said
she believes the county should look
to generate different types of jobs in
the county other than retail in the
future. She noted that, typically, re-
tail positions pay less than positions
such as those offered by industrial
companies.

Mr. Devanney said that job catego-
ries, pay and benefits will be in-
cluded within the scope of the study.

County Manager Michael J.
Lapolla said the county especially
wants to look at property in Elizabeth
near Newark International Airport
which, he said, could be used for a
chemical company, storage space,
warehouses or even for offices.

Farmers’ Market
To Begin June 18
On South Ave. Lot

The Westfield Farmers’ Market
will open on June 18 under new
management by the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce.

This summer, the market will re-
turn to its original location at the
South Avenue parking lot of the Train
Station, where it was successfully
held two years ago. Local New Jersey
farmers will bring their “Jersey
Fresh” products to Westfield every
Thursday, from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.,
through Thursday, October 29.

The Farmers’ Markets are a com-
bination of town and country, afford-
ing the farmers an opportunity to sell
their products, and offering local resi-
dents the availability of fresh just-
picked produce. The market also at-
tracts customers to the downtown
shopping district, a goal of the West-
field Area Chamber of Commerce
and the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration, which operates the special
improvement district.

“The Westfield Market is hoping
to have six farmers participate every
Thursday this summer. The Farm-
ers’ Market attracts attention to the
downtown area, benefiting all our
local businesses, and also provides
the community with a special family
event where they can shop for won-
derful fresh, high quality produce,”
said Debbie Schmidt, Executive Di-
rector of the Chamber.

Female Executives
To Meet Tonight

At Spanish Tavern

The North Jersey Association of
Female Executives will hold their
monthly dinner meeting tonight,
Thursday, June 18, at the Spanish
Tavern on Route No. 22 East in
Mountainside.

Guest speaker Better Gravois, of
Price Waterhouse, will give a talk
entitled “Turning Lemons into Lem-
onade.”

Networking will begin at 6 p.m.
followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m. and
the program at 7:30 p.m.

Reservations at the door will be
sold for $40. Annual membership
dues to the association are $50.

For more information, please call
(800) 275-1767.


