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IL CARNEVALE�A celebration during the week preceding Ash Wednesday
was held for the third year by the Italian Heritage Club at Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains. The celebration ends on Martedi Grasso (Fat Tuesday)
with festivities including costumed and masked participants, parades, floats,
fireworks and parties. Students enrolled in Italian language classes, those of
Italian heritage and members of the student body in general were invited to a
dinner featuring assorted Italian foods, salads and pastry, along with music by
�Casino� and �The Third Degree� operated by students at Union Catholic. The
moderator of the club is Italian language teacher Maria Lanza.

Defense Department to Match
Funds for Procurement Program

The Union County Economic De-
velopment Corporation (UCEDC)
held a signing ceremony with the
United States Department of Defense
and Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders to finalize a funding
agreement for its Procurement As-
sistant Program on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 25.

Under the agreements, the Depart-
ment of Defense will provide match-
ing funds totaling $130,000 to the
UCEDC. The agreement activates
the first option year in a three-year
program.

Sixty thousand dollars in match-
ing funds will also be provided by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders. The UCEDC covers the rest
of the costs associated with running
the program.

�Our Procurement Assistance Pro-
gram provides a free computerized
bid matching service, market analy-
sis, technical assistance and training
and counseling,� said Maureen Tinen,
UCEDC President.

She explained that in the past year,
the Corporation exceeded its goals
by helping 350 small, minority and
women-owned businesses secure $25
to $30 million in government con-
tracts.

�By pursing and being awarded
these government contracts, hundreds
of Union County companies have
been able to remain competitive, hire
new employees and expand their
operations,� she said.

�Union County�s priority is eco-
nomic development. The Procure-
ment Assistance Program has been
an important component in this ini-
tiative,� said Freeholder Chairman
Daniel P. Sullivan.

Those companies that received
assistance in 1997 included NY Coil
Corporation of Fanwood; American
Aluminum, PC Pros, KBI Systems,
Creatone Inc., and L.F. Stephens
Inc. of Mountainside; Healthwise,
Data International Inc., Diamond
Associates and Handler Manufac-
turing Corporation, of Westfield,
and Becu Manufacturing, Labora-
tory Accessories Inc., Aaims Busi-
ness Services and McGriff and Sons
Electrical Contracting of Scotch
Plains.

Businesses are encouraged to set
up an appointment to learn about
how the Union County Economic
Development Corporation can help
them expand and grow their busi-
nesses, at (908) 527-1166.

STUDENT APPROVAL�Westfield public school sixth graders Laura Yee,
left, and Sarah Hoban admire a watercolor painting which was displayed at the
recent Westfield Faculty Art Exhibit. The painting, entitled �White Birches,�
was produced by Anne Gross Cohen, the girls� art teacher at Roosevelt
Intermediate School. More than a dozen works of art featured in the exhibit
were on display at Westfield High School, which preceded the second annual
Faculty Recital. More than 30 teachers from throughout the district partici-
pated in the recital.

Ants can carry twenty times their own body weight, which is useful information if
you�re moving out and you need help getting a potato chip across town.

� Ron Darian

Wilson Faculty and Staff
To Play Historical Figures

Wilson Elementary School has an-
nounced the grand finale of this year�s
Spring Reading Program, �Reading
Through the Millennium.�

In an evening performance on Friday,
March 27, Wilson School Principal Dr.
Andrew Perry, teachers and staff will
assume the roles of heroes and villains
from history, from Genghis Khan to
Amelia Earhart. Westfield Assistant
School Superintendent Dr. David Rock
will be special guest reader.

The show is the culmination of this
year�s Spring Reading Program. Since
the program began on February 28, a

giant timeline has charted their progress
as Wilson School families read together
from history, biography and historical
fiction, toward a goal of 365,250 minutes
of reading, one minute for each day of the
millennium.

Wilson students learned that history
did not start in this century, and that the
past thousand years have been marked by
rich political, social and cultural devel-
opments.

For further information, please call
Dr. Perry at (908) 789-4605 or Meryl
Chertoff of the Wilson School Parent-
Teacher Association at (908) 232-7435.


