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Riding Camp Offered
At Watchung Stables

Literacy Library Day
May 16 in Westfield

Literacy Volunteers of Union County
will be holding Literacy Library Day at
the Westfield Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, this Saturday, May
16, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The group will also be holding a
similar event in June at the
Mountainside Library, in Constitu-
tion Plaza, on Saturday, June 27,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The Literacy
Days are for all interested potential
or current students and tutors.

Tutors will be able to find out what
materials are available to use, or how
to solve problems that they are hav-
ing. Potential tutors can find out
about the program.

Interested students should call
(908) 925-7755 to make an appoint-
ment for the Literacy Days.

Freeholder Board Adopts Budget
With Lowest Tax Levy Since ’94

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Proclaiming the lowest overall tax
rate since 1994, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday adopted its 1998 budget of
$282,153,879, a spending plan that
lowers the amount to be raised
through taxes in 15 of the 21 towns in
the county.

The tax rate this year of .47585 per
$100 has resulted in a drop in taxes in
Clark, Cranford, Elizabeth, Hillside,
Kenilworth, New Providence,
Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle, Roselle
Park, Scotch Plains, Springfield,
Union, Westfield and Winfield.

Taxes will rise to support county
programs and services in Berkeley
Heights, Fanwood, Garwood, Lin-
den, Mountainside and Summit.

Union County Manager Michael J.
Lapolla noted, for instance, that the
average taxpayer in Westfield will
see a decrease of $51.

During the budget process, the
Freeholder’s Finance Committee
slashed the Executive Budget pre-
sented by Mr. Lapolla in January by
$1.5 million.

The spending plan includes
$1,688,750 to fund the county’s new
“Project Pocket Park” matching
grants program. All 21 municipali-
ties applied and will soon receive
funding from the program ranging

from $10,000 to $125,000.
Locally, Westfield will receive

$117,500 towards the possible acqui-
sition of the former Excellent Diner
site on North Avenue to create a
pocket park and to upgrade the play-
ground behind the former Lincoln
School building and (removed ‘and’
– assume the new equipment is for
Lincoln School) to purchase new play-
ground equipment.

Scotch Plains will receive $25,000
to renovate Green Forest Park.
Fanwood will receive $125,000 to-
wards the creation of a passive park
at 130 Watson Road and related “in-
kind” services.

Mountainside will receive $25,000
for the renovation of the Sawmill
Road Field.

Freeholder Chairman Daniel P.
Sullivan, who unveiled the program
during the Freeholders
reorganizational meeting in January,
said, “I doubt there has ever been a
program before where all 21 munici-
palities have participated.”

The budget, which lowers the tax
levy by 1 percent, also funds a pro-
gram called “Access 2000,” a
$100,000 matching grants program
for public schools in the county to
provide computers in their class-
rooms, and a program of individual
grants of up to $5,000 for artists and
theater groups and preservationists.

Funding has been included for a
number of projects in the county in-
cluding road improvements in Eliza-
beth in connection with the Jersey
Gardens mall project, an appropria-
tion totaling $6,050,000; $5 million
for the acquisition of land, design
and architecture fees for a new juve-
nile detention center; $300,000 for
reconstruction of the Nomahegan
Park and Rahway River Park dams
and $606,000 for restoration and the
management of county lakes as part
of a six-year program.

Also included is $500,000 for im-
provements and architectural and
engineering fees to the Ash Brook
Golf Course greens in Scotch Plains,
and $150,000 towards a three-year,
$1 million project to expand the visi-
tor center at Trailside Nature & Sci-
ence Center & Park Commission
Headquarters in Warinanco Park.
That project will total $1 million
through the year 2000.

Another $400,000 is geared to-
wards the design and construction of
a running track facility building at
Warinanco.

In other business, the board is ex-
pected to take action at its public
meeting tonight, Thursday, May 14,
on a number of resolutions.

Among them is a $10,700 contract
to “This Is It” Concept Production
Company of Hoboken for preplanning
and on-site management for a new
jazz festival entitled “Jersey Jazz by
the Lake,” set for Saturday and Sun-
day, September 12 and 13, in
Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

Mr. Lapolla said the festival will
probably start around noon and con-
tinue until about 8 p.m.

“We’re very excited about this and
we think it is going to be a great event
for our residents,” he said, noting
that if successful the county hopes
the festival will become an annual
event similar to the summer concert
series in Echo Lake Park.

Freeholder Sullivan, in noting that
the festival is expected to attract
both county residents and persons
residing outside the area, said “it’s a
great advertisement for us as a
county.”

A similar event in Red Bank at-
tracts some 150,000 people over the
course of three days each year.

The Freeholders will also vote on a
resolution approving a contract with
Global Strategies, Inc., of New
Brunswick, to promote foreign direct
investment and promote goods and
services of Union County-based com-
panies.

The board approved a six-month
extension to the existing contract
which now totals $119,700.

Mountainside Police Dept.
To Begin “Buckle Up America”
Campaign on Monday, May 18
The Mountainside Police Depart-

ment with the support of Governor
Christine Todd Whitman will be step-
ping up their efforts to protect children,
save lives and taxpayers’ money by
strengthening enforcement of seat belt
and child passenger safety laws.

The campaign for higher belt use is
called “Buckle Up America,” which will
run Monday, May 18 to Monday, May 25.

Buckle Up America recognizes that
seat belts are the most effective means of
reducing fatalities and serious injuries
when a crash occurs.

“It’s the law in New Jersey that people
buckle up because seat belts save lives,”
said Governor Whitman. “By stepping
up enforcement, we not only will save
lives, we will reduce serious injuries,
save medical costs, and help hold down
insurance rate increases. And, we will
be protecting the safety of our children.”

Adults who don’t buckle up are send-
ing children the message that it is all right
not to wear a seat belt. Children model
adult behavior. Research shows that when
a driver is unbuckled, 70 percent of the
time children riding in that vehicle will
not be buckled either. For a child, a 30
mile-per-hour crash is like dropping him

or her from a third story window.
Acting Mountainside Police Chief

James Debbie said officers on patrol
will be handing out information pam-
phlets prior to the start of the enforce-
ment program and reminders to all resi-
dents will be aired on Channel 35. Our
goal is to get the message to “buckle up”
to as many people as possible.

Seat belt use in New Jersey stands at
68 percent, however, states that have
used strong enforcement of seat belt
laws have pushed use rates to as high as
85 percent.

Buckle Up America is a national ef-
fort to save lives on America’s road-
ways. Joining this effort, President
Clinton has made it a priority for the
Federal government to support these
efforts, and has set national goals for
seat belt use of 90 percent by the year
2005. Nationally, increasing the seat
belt use rate from 68 percent to 90 per-
cent would reduce child fatalities by 25
percent, save an estimated 5,536 lives
and prevent 132,670 injuries — an eco-
nomic savings of approximately $8.8
billion per year.

Remember to buckle up, the life you
save may be your own.

Kids ranging in age from nine to 17
are invited to try horseback riding at
the Union County Equestrian Camp
sponsored by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders through its Di-
vision of Parks and Recreation.

The program is offered at the
Watchung Stables, 1160 Summit Lane
in Mountainside.

“Horseback riding is a lot of fun and
it teaches kids a lot about animals and
about responsibility,” said Daniel P.
Sullivan, Chairman of the Freeholder
board. “We’re proud to offer this sum-
mer program to kids across the county.”

Equestrians of all abilities, espe-
cially beginners, are invited to enroll in
one or two of the week-long sessions,
which include instructional riding, trail
rides and learning about the general
care of a horse. Campers will also be
able to participate in a horse show at
the end of the summer.

Enrollment is limited to a maximum
of two weeks per child. Scheduled
sessions will be held beginning the
week of Tuesday, June 23, and ending
the week of Tuesday, August 18.

Sessions are offered Tuesday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., except for the
week of June 29 to July 3, when camp
will be held Monday through Thurs-
day.

Participants may register on or after
Saturday, June 6. On June 6, registra-
tion times will be 8 a.m. to noon, and
from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Applications
will be accepted on a first-come, first-
served basis.

The fee is $220 per session for Union
County residents, and $260 for those
who live outside of the county. All
registration must be performed in per-
son. Proof of residency and a birth
certificate will be required.

For further information, please call
the Watchung Stables at (908) 789-
3665.

Borough Seeks Grant
For Park Renovation

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

The Borough of Mountainside has
applied for a $25,000 matching grant
from Union County under the grant
program entitled Project Pocket Park,
according to a resolution read by
Mayor Robert F. Viglianti during the
governing body’s work session on
Tuesday night.

The borough wants to renovate
Oakwood Park, which has a youth
baseball diamond, a soccer field and
a play field area near Sawmill Road.

The Project Pocket Park grant pro-
gram is for the purchase of lands,
parks and playgrounds, and for the
renovation and upgrading of play-
grounds and play areas within the
county.

A total of $1,588,750 has been
approved in matching dollar grants
that will be used to renovate existing
playgrounds in all of the 21 munici-
palities in Union County.

The grants will range from $10,000
to $125,000, and represent the
county’s commitment to better its
parks and recreational facilities, ex-
plained Union County Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella, Liaison to the
county’s Parks Advisory Board, in an
earlier interview with The Leader.

Under the terms of the grant pro-
gram, municipalities must match the
moneys granted, dollar for dollar, in
order to participate.

In other business, Mayor Viglianti
asked the council to support a resolu-
tion that would be written to Comcast
regarding Channel 35.

The Mayor reported that he has
asked Comcast on numerous occa-
sions to switch Mountainside resi-
dents’ programming on high school
activities from Scotch Plains or West-
field to Berkeley Heights.

This, Mayor Viglianti points out,
“is our high school’s home town.” He
said he feels that if the request is
written in the form of a resolution,
Comcast might be more likely to
grant the request. Council members
concurred.

Mayor Viglianti concluded by say-

ing, “I hope we can make this switch
by September 1, so that the fall sports
season will be covered.”

In related news, the Mayor pro-
posed an idea for a borough show for
Channel 35, and asked for the sup-
port of council members. According
to the Mayor, the program would
feature a different part of the borough
on a monthly basis.

The Mayor stated that there are
many new and young families living
in Mountainside, and it would give
them an opportunity to get to know
their borough.

During either a half-hour or an
hour-long program, different officials
would introduce their department,
along with members of the depart-
ment, and show residents how the
department operates, according to
the Mayor’s proposal.

The Mayor used the Mountainside
Police Department as an example,
stating that Lieutenant Jim Debbie,
the Acting Police Chief, could intro-
duce his staff and give a camera tour
of the police department’s facility.

The Mayor also proposed that Lieu-
tenant Debbie could relate his own
family history, since his grandfather
was also a Mountainside police lieu-
tenant.

Council members added that June
would be a good month to introduce
the new Pool Administrator and fea-
ture the opening of the municipal
pool.

Police Corporal Kenny
Capobianco, the TV 35 Coordinator
for the borough, said he supports
Mayor Viglianti’s idea. He said he
would donate some of his $2,000
yearly stipend which he receives as
the coordinator to pay a Governor
Livingston High School student to
run a camera for the show.

In other business, the council pro-
posed to give a $150 bond to the
Deerfield School valedictorian, and
a $100 bond to the school’s salutato-
rian.

Council members thought that this
was a more fitting award than the
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