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THE WEEK IN SPORTS

560 Springfield Ave., Suite F � Westfield � (908) 232-6300 � E-Mail: dweeks560@aol.com

Sell Your Home At 4¾% &
Pay The Selling Broker
3-3¼% Commission!

At Barrett & Crain we know the importance of rewarding the
selling broker with the lion’s share of the commission. If your
broker says “impossible” call Dwight Weeks, President of Barrett
& Crain. This unique program allows you to list your home on
the Garden State Multiple Listing Service and saves you dollars to
spend on closing. We offer full service – including mortgage
service and  advertising.

See us on the Web
http://westfieldnj.com/barrett&crain

JONES BREAKS SP-F RUSHING RECORD WITH 316 YDS

Raiders Win Jousting Battle;
Bounce Blue Knights, 37-13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Homecoming became a sweet event
for Scotch Plains-Fanwood when all
the senior cheerleaders, band mem-
bers, football players and their par-
ents were honored, then the Raiders
followed up with the pleasant aroma
of a convincing, 37-13, victory over
Irvington on October 31. Junior
Nathan Jones added the topping by

rushing for a Raider record of 316
yards while scoring four touchdowns.

The Raider defense wasted no time
as they stopped the Blue Knights
immediately on three downs, forcing
them to punt. The Raiders took over
at their own 30 and proceeded to
march. Quarterback Joe Franzone
passed to receiver Matt McCarthy
who was interfered with. The penalty
put the ball on the 45. Jones smashed

forward for three yards, then
Irvington got penalized five yards for
encroachment. McDaniel burst
through for a first down at the
Knights� 43. Jones then carried twice
for four yards each, then Franzone
kept to the 31 for the first down.

Two more carries by Jones and
another encroachment penalty, gave
the Raiders a first down at the 17.
Another encroachment penalty, and
a four yard gain by Jones put the ball
on the eight. From there, Franzone
exploded through the Blue Knights�
line and over the goal line for the
touchdown with 5:17 left in the first
quarter. Franzone�s extra point made
the score, 7-0.

The Blue Knights offered a threat
when the kickoff was received at the
one and returned to the 35 where
Raider senior Doug Keeton made
the tackle. On first down, Knight
Wilfrantz Vilvert made an eight-
yard reception. Next, the Knights
moved to the Raider 47. Knight Jim
Smith snagged a pass at the 38, but
the strong Raider line of Scott Pater-
son, Dan Loomis, Jim Feeley and
Kristan Serioux slammed the door
on the next three downs and took
over at the 38.

More Raider lightening was about
to strike. Jones scampered five yards
to the 43, then added six more for the
first down at the 49. La�Marr

RAIDERS TAKE 2ND, ELMUCCIO WINS ALL AROUND

Blue Devil Gymnasts Rule;
Win Union County Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A fifth-straight Union County
Gymnastics title was claimed by the
Westfield High School girls when
they amassed 107.05 team points,
beating out the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls who placed second at
97.4. Blue Devil senior Julie
Elmuccio took top honors in the all
around with a total of 36.4.

The Blue Devils captured the top
three positions in the vault and in the
floor competition and secured the top
two spots in the balance beam, in the
uneven bars and in the all around.
The Raider girls took third in the
unevens and in the all around.

Elmuccio shined brightly by tak-
ing first on the beam with a 9.05 and
glittered magnificently on the floor
exercises with an amazing 9.35. She
demonstrated her mastery of dance
and mixed it with her superb leaps
and turns on the floor. In her first
pass, she performed a front tuck to a
roundoff, back handspring and fin-
ished with a lofty full-twisting back
flip. Elmuccio also placed second on
the unevens and on the vault with
identical 9.0 scores.

�Julie�s routine had the highest
degree of difficulty in the meet,� said
Blue Devil Head Coach Ellen Kovac

of Elmuccio�s floor routine.
Westfield uses a wrestling mat for

the floor exercise events during its
home meets; however, an authentic
gymnastics mat was borrowed for the
county tournament. Kovac expressed,
�I appreciated the generosity of David
Brearley High School (Kenilworth)
lending us the floor exercise mat.
The real gymnastics mat makes a big
difference for safety.�

Elmuccio needed to have a superb
floor routine because teammate Jes-
sica Caravello pushed the envelop
with some magic of her own, scoring
a 9.25 and taking second. Caravello
blended one difficult stunt after an-
other, performing front aerials, full-
twisting back flips with great hang
time and front tucks to a Valdez

position and flicking herself back-
wards to a handstand. Caravello also
placed third in the vault with a 8.95
and fourth on the beam at 7.8.

�Jessica�s routine was very nice.
She did add a few things,� stated
Kovac. �All she needed was to rear-
range her routine to get a higher
score and she did.�

Senior Devil Laurie Hogan was on
fire and placed second in the all
around with a total of 34.9. She espe-
cially blazed in the vault as she nailed
her Tsukahara, finishing with a pike
position afterflight, and earned a
much deserved 9.35. Hogan also took
second on the beam with an 8.75,
fourth on the unevens with an 8.35
and scored an 8.45 on the floor.

DEFENSE SHUTS DOWN FARMERS IN SECOND HALF

Blue Devils Breakup Union;
Bury the Farmers, 29-10
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The unexpected happened, at least
to the pre-game prognosticators, when
the Westfield High School football
team, surged from a 10-0 deficit in the
second quarter and gushed with 29
points to bounce the eighth-ranked
Union High School team, 29-10, at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
October 31. After the first quarter, the
Blue Devil defense stopped the Farm-
ers cold and the Devils� offense came
alive in a big way.

�The papers picked us to lose by
two touchdowns,� stated Blue Devil

Head Coach Ed Tranchina. �I guess
they were wrong.�

Although the Blue Devils
outgained the Farmers in the first
half, 142-100, Nygiem Calhoun
rumbled 45 yards for a touchdown,
then added the extra point to put the
Farmers ahead, 7-0, in the first quar-
ter. Early in the second, Calhoun
kicked a 22-yard field goal to in-
crease to lead to 10-0; however, the
Farmers drought was about to begin
in catastrophic proportions.

The Farmers� hope of a shutout
was soiled toward the end of the half
when Blue Devil defensive back Ja-

son Merritt intercepted a pass near
midfield, then quarterback Brandon
Doerr completed a screen pass to
Lamont Turner who moved the ball
to the six. From there, Doerr hit
Maurice Boatwright in the endzone
with 1:37 left for the touchdown.
Doerr�s extra point made the score at
the half, 10-7.

�It was a screen pass to Turner and
he ran the ball down to the five or
six,� said Tranchina. �Then Doerr
got Boatwright on a slant pattern.�

The Farmers received the kickoff
to begin the third quarter at the nine

Call (908) 241-4338
100 Faitoute Ave., Roselle Park, NJ

Mon-Fri 7:30 AM � 6:00 PM
Thursday 7:30 AM � 8:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM � 3:00 PM

Suppliers of Quality Building Materials
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MCMAHON WORKS MAGIC, TAKES FIRST AT 19:42

Devil Girls Win 4th-Straight
Watchung Conference Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The standard has been reset for the
Westfield High School girls cross coun-
try team. On October 15, at
Branchbrook Park in Newark, the Blue
Devils �Pac� set the standard which

had been previously set by the 1995
Westfield girls, then on October 24
they upped those standards when the
varsity girls averaged 21:00 and cap-
tured their fourth-straight Watchung
Conference Title at Warinanco Park
in Roselle. Devil Maura McMahon
turned in a stunning 19:42 time to
take first-place honors.

The Blue Devils gathered 18 points
on the 3.1 mile course to breeze past
the Cranford girls who placed sec-
ond with 48 and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls who took third with a
total of 65.

A highly enthusiastic Blue Devil
Head Coach Tom Hornish pro-
claimed, �This was a great day for
Westfield High School cross coun-
try! The varsity averaged 21:00 to-
day. That�s good. No, that�s great!�

McMahon, who turned in the sec-
ond-best girls time in Westfield High
School history, improved that time
by ten seconds and came to within
five seconds of the �best� time estab-
lished in 1982 by Cindy Best. In
addition, her time was the fastest
time recorded by a Union County
runner in, at least, the past three
seasons and may be among the top-
ten all-time according to Hornish.

Sophomore Alexis Anzelone crossed
the finish line second with a time of
20:33. Afterwards, Heather Dennis at
21:35, Kyle Legones at 21:36 and Sara
Carpenter at 21:37 came sailing across
the finish line respectively in fourth,
fifth and sixth-place.

Dennis and Legones both shaved
nine seconds off their previous best
times which they both established on
October 20 and which also improved
their respective 16th and 17th-placed
positions on the Westfield High
School all-time best list. Carpenter
hacked an amazing :42 off her time
that she turned in on October 20.

�It was a great race for her. It was
definitely a gutsy effort,� remarked
Hornish.
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IRONMAN RICCA GRABS 3RD; RAIDER GIRLS TAKE 3RD

Raiders Edged by Cougar X-C
Boys for Watchung C. Title

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A battle for conference dominance
leaned in the direction of the Cran-
ford High School boys cross country
team when Cougar sensation Tim
Styler whizzed past the finish line
first in 15:53 to allow the Cougars to
swipe first in the Watchung Confer-
ence National Division with a total of
26. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys,
strong contenders for the crown,
placed second with 43 and Westfield
came in third with a total of 55. The
Raider girls placed third in their
respective division with 65 points.

Raider senior Ironman Josh Ricca,
as always, used his willpower and
grit to cross the line third with a time
of 17:16. Nick Klastava placed fifth
with a time of 17:26. The Raider
third man, Pete Mosko, was unable
to compete due to an injury.

Aware of the increased difficulty
the Raiders were to have, Raider Head
Coach Jeff Koegel mentioned just prior
to the meet, �We are in a neck and
neck situation with Cranford. Unfor-

tunately, we will be running without
our third guy, junior Pete Mosko, who
could not run in this meet due to a

legitimate injury which will severely
hamper our chances.�

Koegel pointed out, �He would
have been good for, at worst, a 17:30,
which most likely would have low-
ered our team score by at least 10
points. We hope to have him back
running next week for the sectional
meet. He�s eager to run, and I know
he�ll be up for it.�

Blue Devil Matt Borchia gobbled
up sixth place with a time of 17:36
and teammate Pete Anzelone fin-
ished seventh at 17:44. Blue Devil
Chris Driscoll at 17:46 came in ninth
and Raider Jim L�Heureux crossed
tenth with a time of 17:47.

Raider freshman Bob Wallden fin-
ished 12th with a personal-best time
of 18:02. Wallden�s time just hap-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOWLING PLOWING THROUGH THE FARMERS�Blue Devil fullback Todd Dowling, No. 44, plows his way through
the Farmers� line in the fourth quarter at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 31. Westfield viciously foreclosed
on eighth-ranked Union, 29-10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST TOUCHDOWN OF THE GAME�Raider quarterback Joe Franzone
bashes eight yards for the first touchdown against the Blue Knights in Scotch
Plains on October 31. The Raiders won, 37-13.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Blue Devil Allison Checchio

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Raider Josh Ricca

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Maura McMahon


