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Kardinals� Sole Goal, Drops
Number 2 Raider Boys, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A showdown between the No. 2-
ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team and No. 3-
ranked Kearny provided the fans with
80 minutes of furious and superb
play which ended in a 1-0 victory for
the Kardinals in Scotch Plains on
October 26. In addition, the matchup
offered the spectacular performances
of two of the finest high school soccer
players in the nation, Raider Todd
Moser and Kardinal Sergio Ulloa.

Moser did a superb job in the
backfield and thwarted numerous
Kardinal attacks. In instance after
instance, Moser either headed the
ball away from the middle or changed
the ball�s direction toward the
Kardinal side of the field. Because
of his speed and ability, Moser would,
on certain occasions, such as corner
kicks and free kicks, come downfield
on the attack.

�We have played Moser back most
of the season,� Raider Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky emphatically pointed
out. �If in a bind, we will bring him
up. Moser did his job.�

The Raiders� best opportunity to
score did come when Jeff Fiorino
hooked a corner kick from the left
side with 22:50 left in the half and
Moser headed the ball toward the
Kardinal goal only to have goalie Taj
Pettigrew deflect the shot over the
crossbar. Seconds later, Zotti threw
in from the right side toward Tafarie
Laing who headed the ball toward
the goal, but Pettigrew also knocked
the ball over the crossbar.

The Kardinals put on an effective
offensive push toward the end of the
first quarter but Moser and goalie Brad
Lowyns rose to the occasion to repel the

assaults. On two occasions, Moser suc-
cessfully headed Kardinal shots away
from the goal and Lowyns made a
diving block which was then kicked
out of harms way by Dave Sigmon.

The Kardinals� Chris Rosenthal
had a breakaway with three minutes
remaining, but Moser came to the
rescue in the nick of time with a
sliding block to deflect the shot at the
goal. Just before the half, the
Kardinals had two-straight corner
kicks, which were kicked directly
toward the goal, headed out of bounds
by the Raider defenders. On the third
corner kick, the Kardinals attempted
to tap a pass to a teammate; however,
Dave Sigmon stole the pass, then
tapped the ball to Laing who then
brought the ball upfield.

Both teams began the second half
with vigor, but the Raiders seized the
initial edge. Laing moved the ball
down the right side and took a shot
which was blocked. Eugene Ferrara
hustled to the ball but was tripped.
Moser took a free kick which was
headed by Ferrara, but the alert
Pettigrew muscled his way into the
crowd to grab the ball.

The Kardinals came back. A free
kick with 33:30 left was deflected by
sophomore Andrew Babicz. The ball
rolled to the right where a Kardinal
swooped to it. Lowyns rushed for-
ward to confuse the Kardinal�s shot
on goal. It worked! The ball sailed
wide to the right.

The Raiders returned the favor with
25:52 left when Moser again brought
the ball downfield and passed to Laing
who headed the ball just to the right
of the near post.

With 23:25 remaining, Kardinal
midfielder Erik Rusek took a pass on
the left side from Rosenthal and

punched a left-footed shot past the
diving Lowyns for the only score.

The Raiders continued their attack
and hoped to perform the magic they
needed as the seconds ticked off the
clock. Unfortunately, the Kardinals�
defense provided the magic neces-
sary to repel the Raiders� final push.

�They (Kearny) were tremen-
dously up for the game. It was a fine
match in that respect,� said
Breznitsky. �We did not play with
intensity in the first half and some
did not pick it up in the second.�

Breznitsky added, �Our second line
players did not perform well. They
did not loose the game for us but they
did not help us win it.�

Pettigrew had three saves and
Lowyns had four. The Raiders expe-
rienced their first loss against 16
victories. Kearny upped its record to
14-1-1.
Kearny 0 1 1
Sc Plains-Fanwood 0 0 0

PUBLIC NOTICE TO VOTERS
UNION COUNTY

A SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION WILL BE HELD ON
DECEMBER 15th 1998. BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 2:00 P.M. AND
9:00 P.M. FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD.

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD WILL BE VOTING FOR:
BOND PROPOSAL.

REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF THE VOTERS, THE OFFICE OF THE
COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION WILL BE OPEN ON
NOVEMBER 16th, 1998 UNTIL 9:00 P.M.

THE TOWN CLERKS OFFICE WILL BE OPEN ON NOVEMBER 16th,
1998 UNTIL 9:00 P.M.

REGISTRATION BY MAIL

ANYONE WISHING TO REGISTER BY MAIL CAN DO SO BY
REQUESTING MAIL REGISTRATION FORMS FROM THE
COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION 271 NORTH BROAD STREET
ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07208 OR BY CALLING (908) 527-4123.

VOTING REQUIREMENTS

TO VOTE IN UNION COUNTY, A PERSON MUST BE A CITIZEN
OF THE UNITED STATES: AND SHALL HAVE ATTAINED THE AGE
OF 18 YEARS BY THE SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION
DECEMBER 15th, 1998.

TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION

A VOTER WHO MOVED SHOULD TRANSFER HIS/HER
REGISTRATION TO THE NEW ADDRESS. THIS IS ACCOMPLISHED
BY INFORMING THE COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION IN
WRITING. SUCH NOTICE MUST BE SIGNED BY EACH VOTER.
CHANGE OF RESIDENCE FORMS CAN BE OBTAINED AT THE
OFFICES OF THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND OFFICES OF
MUNICIPAL CLERKS. IF YOU HAVE NOT NOTIFIED THE
ELECTION BOARD OF AN ADDRESS CHANGE AND YOU MOVED
WITHIN THE COUNTY, YOU WILL BE PERMITTED TO VOTE ON
ELECTION DAY BY DOING THE FOLLOWING

1) GO TO THE POLLING PLACE FOR THE ELECTION
DISTRICT OF YOUR CURRENT ADDRESS

2) TELL THE POLL WORKER - YOU ARE REGISTERED TO
VOTE, BUT HAVE MOVED WITHIN THE COUNTY.

3) YOU WILL BE PERMITTED TO VOTE BY PROVISIONAL
BALLOT.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS AS TO YOUR VOTER
REGISTRATION STATUS OR POLLING PLACE LOCATION- CALL
(908) 527-4123

PROVISIONAL BALLOTS WILL ONLY BE AVAILABLE FOR
REGISTERED VOTERS.

THEY WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE TO UNREGISTERED PERSONS.

THE DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR THE SPECIAL SCHOOL
BOARD ELECTION IS NOVEMBER 16th, 1998.

UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
 JUNE S. FISCHER, CHAIRPERSON

 JOHN DeSIMONE, SECRETARY & COMMISSIONER
TERESA M. HALE, BOARD MEMBER

 MARY ELLEN HARRIS, BOARD MEMBER

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
Erin Kelly at 22:07 and Holly Oatis
at 22:17 placed seventh and ninth,
respectively. Varsity Blue Devil run-
ners Claire Tafelski at 22:27 and
Lindsay Totams at 22:44 placed 11th
and 13th, respectively.

The Blue Devils also have shown
additional depth for the coming
years as they swept the first seven
places to take first in the junior
varsity (JV) race and took four of
the top seven positions to grab first
in the freshman race.

Competing at the JV level, Tara
Bhandari seized first with a time of
21:35, Tanya Tran took second at
22:09 and Aubrey McGovern placed
third at 22:20. Theresa Murphy at
23:03, Jackie Cusimano at 23:32,
Kristen Evans at 23:50 and Linda
Madorma at 23:53 placed fourth,
fifth, sixth and seventh, respectively.
Bhandari, McGovern, Murphy,

Evans and Madorma all turned in
personal-best times.

Freshman Melanie Totams placed
first in the 2.25 mile freshman race
with a personal-best time of 15:29
and Robyn Jefferies placed second
with a personal-best time of 15:59.

Looking forward to the Sectional
Tournament which was to take place
on October 31, Hornish said on Octo-
ber 24, �Our biggest challenge will
come from Mt. Olive and Morris
Hills and we have to be ready for
them.�

NATIONAL GIRLS:
1. Maura McMahon (W) 19:42,

2. Alexis Anzelone (W) 20:33, 3.
Kathryn Verhoven (C) 21:23, 4.
Heather Dennis (W) 21:35, 5. Kyle
Legones (W) 21:36, 6. Sara Car-
penter (W) 21:37, 7. Erin Kelly
(SPF) 22:07, 8. Lauren Stanley (C)
22:11, 9. Holly Oatis (SPF) 22:17,
10. Kate Swan (C) 22:20
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Devil Girls Win 4th-Straight

Watchung Conference Title

ELMUCCIO, HOGAN, CARAVELLO�S GRAB FIRSTS

Blue Devil Gymnasts Repel
Raider Girls, 105.6-99.6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

All the big guns were firing in the
big showdown between the Westfield
High School girls gymnastics team
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
in Westfield on October 27. The un-
defeated Blue Devils made the big-
gest bang, winning 105.6-99.6. Blue
Devils Lauren and Jessica Caravello,
Julie Elmuccio and Laurie Hogan all
managed to win an event with
Elmuccio also winning the all around.

Elmuccio aced the floor exercises
with an 8.8, using her mastery of
dance, power and balance. Her rou-
tine was highlighted by superb leaps
and turns, handstand pirouettes and
great lift on her back handsprings
and back layout flips.

Elmuccio placed second in the vault
with an 8.75 and on the uneven bars
with a 9.05. Also, she took third on
the balance beam with an 8.65 to
earn the top all around score of 35.25.

Lauren Caravello owned the unevens
with an astounding 9.4. She hit every
trick, performing front and back giant
swings and adding a cross-wrist giant,
before exiting with a nearly time-stop-
ping layout flyaway dismount.

Her routine on the floor was good
enough to earn her an 8.7 and a
second place, getting great hang time
on her back flips and performing a
front flip to a Valdez position. Also
Caravello scored an 8.5 on the vault
with her half-on-full twisting off
handspring and scored an 8.45 on
the beam. Her fine total of 35.05 took
second in the all around.

Jessica Caravello, using her pat-
ented Scorpion, wolf leaps, turns and
layout front flip dismount, captured
first on the balance beam with an
8.95. Not competing for the all
around, she scored an 8.6 in the vault
and an 8.5 on the floor.

Caravello�s floor routine was very

good and there was some speculation
that her score should have been higher.
�It was explained well by the judges,�
said Blue Devil Head Coach Ellen
Kovac. �It was just how she would put
together her combinations. She does
beautiful split leaps, but if she would
do two of them in a row, she would
receive at least .1 superior point.�

Kovac added, �If she would add a
full-twisting somersault, like she did
against Somerville, she would have
received an automatic .2 and a .1
bonus, and possibly another .1 for

difficulty and style.�
Also competing in just three events,

Hogan, successfully performing her
extremely difficult Tsukahara, notched
a first in the vault with an 8.8.

Usually, such a difficult maneuver
could merit a more favorable score
and, when asked her interpretation,
Kovac explained, �Yes, it is a very
difficult stunt. Because of its diffi-
culty, the Tsukahara lends itself to
have more deductions. Perhaps, open-
ing up more on her one-and-one-half
back flip would have gotten her a
better score.�

Hogan also hit her balance beam

�There are three parts to the vault,
the preflight, the propulsion and the
afterflight,� said Kovac. �The vault
value is .2 of a point more with a pike,
back flip afterflight.�

Raider freshman Lindsay Church
with solid consistency placed third in
the all around with a total of 33.25.
Church grabbed third on the unevens
with an 8.45, sixth on the beam and
on the floor with respective scores of
7.65 and 8.6 and ninth in the vault
with an 8.55.

Raider Jackie Lavery picked up fourth
in the all around at 32.45. Lavery
grabbed fourth in the vault at 8.9, fifth
on the floor at 8.65 and seventh on the
beam and on the unevens with respec-
tive scores of 7.6 and 7.3.

Blue Devil Lauren Caravello com-
peted in three events and placed first
on the unevens with a spectacular
9.35 performance. Caravello dazzled
the spectators and especially the
judges while mastering front and back
giant swings, cross wrist giants and
sticking her layout flyaway dismount.
Caravello also took third on the floor
with an 8.85 and sixth in the vault
with an 8.8.

Union Catholic Viking Melanie
Mitchell seized fifth in the all around
with a total of 32.25. She took third

on the beam at 8.25, eighth in the
vault at 8.65 and ninth on the floor
and on the unevens with respective
score of 8.25 and 7.1.

Raider Kelly Church placed seventh
in the all around with a total of 31.05.
Church grabbed fifths in the vault and
unevens with respective marks of 8.85
and 7.85. She also had an 8.0 on the
floor and a 6.35 on the beam.

Blue Devil senior Amy Seligman
placed eighth on the unevens with a
7.3 and Allison Checchio placed
eighth on the beam with a 7.2. Raider
Rachel Eannucci placed 11th in both
the vault and unevens with respec-
tive scores of 8.4 and 7.0. Raiders
Diana Filo at 7.65 and Megan Grabel
at 7.0, both placed 12th on the floor
and on the unevens, respectively.

The North 2 Sectional Gymnastics
Tournament will take place at 12:00
p.m. at Union High School on Satur-
day, November 7. Admission for
adults is $3 and students and senior
citizens will be admitted for $2.

TEAM SCORES:
(Top Five)

1. Westfield 107.05, 2. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood 97.4, 3. Roselle
Catholic 85.8, 4. Cranford 74.45, 5.
Union 73.6.
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Blue Devil Gymnasts Rule;

Win Union County Crown

routine, placing second with an 8.85.
Again, she added a high degree of
difficulty and danger by brilliantly per-
forming a back handspring to a full
back flip on the four inch board. Hogan
also scored an 8.55 on the unevens.

Raider freshman Lindsay Church
placed third on the uneven bars with
an 8.6, using kip-ups and uprises and
getting great momentum on her giant
swings. Her 8.4 on the vault, 8.55 on
the beam and 8.35 on the floor earned
her third in the all around with a 33.9.

Dynamo Raider freshman Jackie
Lavery showed �moxie� and grit on
the balance beam, scoring 8.3, and on
the floor, placing third with an 8.55.
Lavery exploded into a back flip on
the beam and exercised her excep-
tional strength by pressing a �V� hand-
stand, then slowly lowering herself to
a split, bent-leg near-planche. On the
floor, Lavery showed no fear as she
attacked her routine like a starved
teenager on French fries.

Raider Kelly Church took third in
the vault, scoring an 8.65 with her
half-on-full twisting handspring.
Church also scored an 8.3 on the
floor, a 7.65 on the beam and a 7.7
on the bars.

With her flowing routine of a back-
ward roll, forward roll, leaps and
scales, Blue Devil senior Allison
Checchio earned an 8.0 on the bal-

ance beam which qualified her to
compete in the sectionals on that
piece of apparatus.

Blue Devil Katy Brunetto scored a
7.85 in the vault, Amy Seligman
scored a 7.05 on the unevens, Tara
Clarke scored a 6.8 on the floor and
Bethanie Goldman scored a 7.2 on
the unevens and a 6.7 on the floor.

Raider Megan Grabel did quite
well, scoring an 8.05 in the vault, a
7.6 on the floor and a 6.9 on the
unevens. Lucia Heinz scored an 8.25
in the vault, a 7.15 on the floor and a
6.8 on the beam. Rachel Eannucci
scored a 7.15 on the unevens and a
6.5 on the beam.

�The judging was cautious and
fair. It wasn�t overly generous, but
nobody was judged unfairly,� pointed
out Kovac.

Looking ahead, Kovac suggested,
�We must continue to look good
and have a good season. I hope we
keep it going. We are in a good
position to do well.�

DEVIL BOYS TAKE 4TH, RAIDERS 5TH

Blue Devil Girls Grab
Sectional XC Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

�This was one of the most inspir-
ing races in my 26-year career,� stated
Westfield High School girls cross
country Head Coach Tom Hornish
after they won the Section 2, Group 3
State crown without the services of
their No. 1 runner Maura McMahon
at Warinanco Park in Elizabeth on
October 31. Sophomore Alexis
Anzelone led the inspired �pac� to a
team total of 57, beating out Mt.
Olive which had 76 on the 3.2 mile
course. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
girls finished seventh with 187.

�We lost our No. 1 runner and our

corps of runners stepped up and met
the challenge,� pointed out Hornish.
�This story was about ten runners
and their deep sense of team spirit
and unity, and the seven girls who
ran were the heroes,� stressed
Hornish.

Anzelone finished eighth with a
time of 21:04 and the next four �pac�
members finished within :35.5 of
Anzelone. Heather Dennis came in
11th with a personal best time of
21:21, Sara Carpenter took 12th at
21:34, Kyle Legones crossed 15th
with a personal best time of 21:39.2
and Tara Bhandari finished 16th with
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David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

CONTROL�Raider Tafarie Laing
controls the ball  against the Kardinals.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Julie Elmuccio

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN HOT PURSUIT�Raider Peter Kobliska, No. 8, chases a Kardinal downfield
at Shimme Wexler Field in Scotch Plains on October 26. Kearny won 1-0.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

Raider Lindsay Church
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Raider Rachel Eannucci

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY CHAMPIONS�The Westfield High School gymnastics
team won its fifth-straight Union County Title in Westfield on October 30.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WATCHUNG CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS�The Blue Devil �Pac� prepares
to win another conference title at Warinanco Park in Elizabeth on October 24.


