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Congressman Bob Franks Reelected to Fourth Term; Vows
To Preserve Social Security While Maintaining Balanced Budget

Sonia V. Owchariw for The Westfield Leader

VICTORY SPEECH...Congressman Bob Franks celebrates his win over Fanwood
Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly with his wife, Fran, and baby daughter, Kelly
Amanda, in front of his supporters at a victory celebration at the Woodbridge
Hilton Tuesday night.

parking ticket plastered on the wind-
shield of her car when she comes
home.

Ms. Feinberg, who has accumu-
lated four parking tickets, suggested

decals for automobiles which would
allow commuters to park on residen-
tial streets. She said it would be �an
easy, Band-Aid fix.�

During an October 27 Town Coun-

cil meeting, she told council mem-
bers that she prepares each morning
for a long hike to the train station in
work clothes and high-heeled shoes.

After 16 Years, Florence Lusher
Still Known as �Columbus Mayor�

By ARETA N.L. TRYTJAK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Most people would agree that age
is not a determining factor or prereq-
uisite for successful public leader-

ship. It is the representative�s politi-
cal experience that matters and makes
the difference.

What tends to be the case, how-
ever, is that with age comes the expe-
rience that is necessary to govern.
And therefore, many assume that an
older public official is the wiser; that
a younger one needs more time to
learn and mature before they can take
on the role of mayor, governor, sena-
tor or president.

In the case of Florence Lusher, age
was the deciding factor that allowed
her to claim the title of �Mayor of
Columbus Avenue.� In fact, she was
never even elected. Instead, the posi-
tion was offered to her, she accepted,
and has been known as such for
approximately 16 years.

Years ago, at her 80th birthday
party, a neighbor suggested that she
adopt the nickname �Mayor of Co-
lumbus Avenue.� When she asked
why, her neighbor responded, �Well,
because you�re the oldest person on
the street.� Today, at the age of 96,
Mrs. Lusher boasts that she is the

oldest person in the neighborhood.
When suggested that her nickname
should be changed to the �Mayor of
Manor Park,� to reflect this increase
in representation, Mrs. Lusher an-
swered, with a big smile, �Oh, after
all this time, I suppose I might want
to give somebody else a try. This job
ain�t easy, you know!�

Mrs. Lusher was born in 1902 in
Millburn. Her father left her and her
mother when she was 8.

�He was a clown with the Barnum
and Bailey Circus. One day, he just
up and left and that was the last I�d
seen of him. Boy was he a clown!�

When the state threatened to sepa-
rate Florence from her mother and
place her in a home, her grandfather
took her in.

�My grandfather owned a farm
somewhere between Vauxhall (a sec-
tion of Union) and Millburn. We
lived in a big house with 14 rooms.
But today you won�t find it anymore.
They tore it down and built a shop-
ping center,� said Mrs. Lusher.

By SONIA V. OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Newly-reelected Congressman Bob
Franks of Berkeley Heights gave his
victory speech and celebrated with a
gathering of campaign supporters
Tuesday night at a reception adorned
with red, white and blue balloons at
the Woodbridge Hilton in Iselin.

Mr. Franks, who won his fourth
term in a race against Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly of Fanwood
by a 75,900 to 64,420 tally, repre-
sents the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict. The district includes 34 mu-
nicipalities in Union, Middlesex,
Somerset and Essex Counties, among
them Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Mountainside.

Results began trickling in after
polls closed at 8 p.m. In Westfield,
Congressman Franks gathered 5,741
votes, while Mrs. Connelly managed
3,989. He also topped the Mayor by
140 votes in her hometown of
Fanwood.

However, overall in Middlesex
County, Mayor Connelly won with a
sweeping total of 14,516 votes, while
Congressman Franks had 12,679
votes.

Mayor Connelly said at her cam-

portunity to push her initiatives such
as preserving Social Security, bring-
ing about health care reform and
specifically targeting Health Main-
tenance Organizations (HMOs).

Her theme throughout the cam-
paign was to �get Congress back to
work for us.�

In his acceptance speech, Con-
gressman Franks thanked everyone
from his wife, Fran, accompanied by
their baby daughter, Kelly Amanda,
to campaign helpers, supporters, and
his parents.

�Each one of you carried the mes-
sage to understand our agenda. I�m
just thrilled. We are going to work
again tomorrow for Central New Jer-
sey,� said Congressman Franks.

Goals which Congressman Franks
mentioned as being on his agenda for
his new term included preservation
of Social Security for the next gen-
eration; educational opportunities for
students, keeping the Federal budget
balanced, and working for Central
Jersey and the needs of the Seventh
District.

Saying it was �an exciting night,�

Congressman Franks told his sup-
porters that �this wouldn�t be pos-
sible without you. A heartfelt thanks.
Thanks for allowing me to go back to
work for the taxpayers of New Jer-
sey.�

Congressman Franks� wife com-
mented, �I�m pleased. He enjoys very
much working and he works hard in
Washington to serve his constituents
and his communities in the Seventh
District.�

A friend of Congressman Franks�,
Doug Hanson, added, �He (Mr.
Franks) always wanted to be a politi-
cian. He gives back � what you see
is what you get. He�s a credit to the
word �politician.� Of course, he�s par-
tisan, and he�s fair to all people, and
I feel that�s why people work for him.
I�m happy for him.�

Congressman Franks expressed
mixed feelings about the overall elec-
tion results. While obviously elated
over his own success in this year�s
Seventh District race, he added that,
�unfortunately, some of my personal
friends who ran were not fellow win-
ners.�

GUMBERT RESTROOMS IN BUDGET PROPOSAL

Rec. Commission Delays
 Decision on Symphony

Concert at Mindowaskin
By SONIA V. OWCHARIW

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Recreation Com-
mission delayed its decision Monday
on whether to approve a free concert
by the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra on Memorial Day in Mindowaskin
Park, indicating they will wait at
least another month pending infor-
mation on safety issues.

Nancy Priest, President of the
Friends of Mindowaskin Park, called
the proposed concert �a wonderful
thing for the park. We care a tre-
mendous amount for the park.�

Commission members stated their
concerns were that a free concert
might draw far too many fans, and
that there would be inadequate bath-
room and parking provisions to ac-
commodate the crowd. Police pro-
tection at the event would also be a
factor, they claimed.

The topic was shelved until fur-
ther details could be compiled to
complete the picture.

�A professional orchestra, and it�s
here � we should have the concert
in Westfield,� said Ms. Priest.

In other business, the commission
unanimously approved its capital and
recreation budgets, as well as the
budget for the Westfield Municipal
Pool.

�The 1999 recreation budget in-
creased 2.5 percent,� said Sal
Antonelli, a member of the commis-
sion. �It reflects an overall increase
of $4,789 of tax supported dollars.�

The operational side of the budget
is actually less than it was a year

ago. In 1998, the approved opera-
tion funding was $16,200, and for
1999, the commission passed a
$15,700 spending plan.

�We actually saw a reduced cost
(on the operational side),� said Mr.
Antonelli.

He noted, though, that the capital
budget is �much bigger than last
year.�

The budget includes renovations,
the upgrading of recreational equip-
ment, and a �high priority� on fix-
ing restrooms at town parks.

Capital projects proposed include
$157,000 for renovation of the up-
per building at Tamaques Park to
accommodate adequate restroom
facilities and storage space. The
building is adjacent to the tennis
courts.

Two projects nixed by the Town
Council for inclusion in the county�s
�Pocket Park� grant program have
been put forward in the
commission�s 1998 capital program.

The commission�s budget in-
cludes $50,000 for the creation of a
memorial park to honor human
rights activist and singer Paul
Robeson, as well as a touch and
scent garden geared for blind and
wheelchair-bound individuals. An-
other project involves installation
of a playground barrier at
Mindowaskin Park.

The commission also has ear-
marked $121,000 for restrooms and
a storage building at Gumbert Park.
Currently, the park has no restrooms

paign headquarters in Union that she
was �proud� of her showing in her
first try for Congress. Mrs. Connelly
was attempting to make history by

being the first Democratic Congress-
woman from New Jersey.

Mrs. Connelly said she was disap-
pointed that she will not get the op-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Train Commuters Share Common Stories
Of Parking Woes While Waiting for Permits

Mayor Jardim Wins Second Term in Landslide Over Opponents;
Mr. Walsh, Mr. Goldman, Mr. Gruba, Mr. Salisbury are Elected

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

TEAM VICTORY!...Reelected Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, second
from left, celebrates the Democrats� victory with his runningmates, pictured left
to right, Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence A. Goldman, First Ward Council-
man-elect Carl A. Salisbury, and Third Ward Councilman John J. Walsh.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

History was made in Westfield
Tuesday night when Mayor Thomas
C. Jardim was reelected to a second
term by over 1,600 votes, thus be-
coming the first Democrat mayor in
the history of the town to gain an-
other term.

Voter turnout was 54 percent of
those registered.

J. Allston Dennis was the last
Democrat to serve as Mayor of the
town, in 1911 and 1912.

Unlike 1996, when Mayor Jardim
lost in both the First and Second
Wards, this time the Mayor won a
clear victory, taking all 25 voting
districts including the First Ward,
Fifth District, where Councilwoman
Gail S. Vernick, his Republican op-
ponent, resides, as well as his own
District 7 in the First Ward.

After a major upset in the 1996
race, Mayor Jardim was able to suc-
cessfully fight off a challenge this
year from not just one but two candi-
dates, with a victory over Council-
woman Vernick and independent
candidate Norman N. Greco. A
former First Ward Councilman, Mr.
Greco was the Republican candidate
for Mayor in 1996.

Mayor Jardim received 53 percent
of the vote, with 5,310 tallies, com-
pared to Mrs. Vernick, who garnered
3,676 votes, or 37 percent, and Mr.
Greco, who had 1,060 tallies, or
roughly 10 percent of votes cast. At
press time, absentee votes for the
Mayoral race, as well as provisional
votes for both the Mayoral and coun-
cil elections, had yet to be announced.

When a voter is registered in town
but moves before he or she can regis-
ter in their new district, they are
permitted to vote in their new district
under the relatively new provisional
system.

Reelected along with Mayor Jardim
were fellow Democratic Councilmen
John J. Walsh and Lawrence A.
Goldman, in the Third and Fourth
Wards, respectively. They were joined
by Carl A. Salisbury, who won a close
race over Republican Jon M.
Bramnick, 1,305 to 1,266, to pick up
the First Ward seat held by Mrs.
Vernick.

The election victory by the Demo-
crats closed the Republican majority
to 5-4, as it was in 1997.

In the Third Ward, Councilman
Walsh won easily, 1,305 to 988 over
Republican newcomer Noreen Lund,
while Councilman Goldman, who

won a tight race in 1996 over current
Councilwoman Janis Fried
Weinstein, defeated Republican new-
comer Thomas Cusimano, 1,349 to
1,247.

The only Republican victory came
in the Second Ward, where veteran
incumbent James J. Gruba defeated
Democrat Joseph P. Stoner, 1,324-
1,071.

During a victory celebration held
at the home of Westfield Board of
Education member Arlene Gardner
and her husband, Ed Israelow, Mayor
Jardim admitted he was a bit nervous
over the outcome before all the re-
turns were in.

�I had a fantastic group of guys
who ran with me, and I had a fantas-
tic group of people who were our
opponents,� the Mayor said.

Mayor Jardim called the 1999 gov-
erning body �a good working team.�
He did say, though, that the council
must �work together and get things
done.�

Although stating that it was a �dev-

astating loss� for Republicans in
Westfield, as well as surrounding
towns, Mrs. Vernick said she was
happy with the way she conducted
her campaign.

�I ran a very positive campaign. I
took  the high road and have no
regrets,� said Mrs. Vernick, who also
thanked the many volunteers who
worked on her behalf.

She said the Republican loss had
more to do with what she called a
�tidal wave,� nation-wide, by voters
who are apparently unhappy with the
way Congress has handled the pre-
liminary impeachment inquiry of
President Bill Clinton regarding his
admitted sexual relationship with
former White House intern Monica
Lewinsky.

�This proved not to be the year for
Republicans running for office. I wish
good luck to the individuals who won
reelection to the council � Jim
Gruba, Mayor Jardim, Jack Walsh,
Larry Goldman, and, Carl Salisbury,�
Mrs. Vernick stated.

She said the Republicans had put
forward a �fantastic slate of candi-
dates� which would have �done a lot
for the town� had they been elected.

Commenting on the election, Mr.
Greco said, �I am very proud to have
had the opportunity to run for Mayor.
I am disappointed, however, that I
was not successful in my attempt. I
ran an issue-oriented campaign that
I believe forced my opponents to
address some of the key issues in
Westfield. I sincerely hope that the
Mayor and his new council will ad-
dress these issues as they promised
during their campaign.�

Noting the number of people that
Mr. Cusimano knows through his
community involvement, Council-
man Goldman said he expected a
close race.

�I thought I was going to have a
tough election on my hands,� he
said. �Overall, I�m thrilled. I�m even
more thrilled with Carl winning,
which proves that if you work really
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SHE WILL ALWAYS BE �MAYOR�...Florence Lusher, better known as �the
Mayor of Columbus Avenue,� is pictured in her home in the neighborhood of
Manor Park in Westfield. Behind her, the living room wall is full of the
needlepoints she has done over the years.
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By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

For Westfield commuters like Su-
san Feinberg and Brian Kelly, catch-
ing the morning train is a veritable
juggling act. Arms are burdened with
laptop computers, newspapers, rolls
of quarters and coffee cups with the
impending fear of finding a parking
ticket when they return.

And the situation is only getting
worse.

According to Ms. Feinberg, who
moved to Westfield in June, commut-
ing to Manhattan wouldn�t be such a
nightmare if she could find a decent
parking space and not discover a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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J & M Market
856 Mountain Ave

Mountainside
Tele: (908) 232-0402

J & M Café
251 North Avenue

Westfield
Tele: (908) 232-5060

Complete Dinner Packages
$10.98/person

10 person min.

Fresh Jaindl Turkeys
Appetizers � Stuffings

Side Dishes � Salads � Pies

Now Taking Holiday Orders

The United Fund of Westfield
301 North Avenue, West

Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 233-2113

Youth & Family Counseling
Toys & magazines for waiting room

Women for Women
Office supplies: 2 filing cabinets & copy paper

RSVP of Union County
1st to 3rd grade level books

WYACT
Volunteer secretary and experienced grant writer

Mobile Meals of Westfield
Weekday morning drivers and packers

Westfield Department of Human Services
Holiday Volunteers for deliveries and for the Salvation Army

Kettle Drive; Donations to the �Caring Neighbor Fund�

The Caring Box

 Please call the United Fund if you can help!

Because Westfielders Care... the spirit of volunteerism is very special in
Westfield. The United Fund of Westfield, through a grant from the

Westfield Foundation and the help of The Westfield Leader, is proud to
provide The Caring Box. This volunteer clearing house, responding to
special, immediate needs in our community, will be published monthly.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Train Commuters Cite Woes
While Waiting for Permits

�I can only hike so far,� she claimed.
Ms. Feinberg moved from

Flemington to Westfield because she
wanted a town with historical flavor
while providing popular stores to its
residents.

When she arrived in town, she called
the Office of the Town Clerk to apply for
a parking permit and was told she would
receive one in three months. She re-
ported that she was later told that it
would actually take three years.

When she telephoned the office to
find out where her name was situated
on the waiting list, she was told that her
name was not even on the list.

She complained that wherever she
parks her car, she gets a ticket.

�Especially at the end of the month,�
she noted, �They have to fill their quota
of tickets.�

Ms. Feinberg stated that whatever
parking solutions put into place will be
fine with her. However, she added,
�Something needs to be done now.�

�It�s unfortunate for taxpayers. There
needs to be an immediate action plan,�
she explained.

Mr. Kelly, who said he shares a simi-
lar parking dilemma, has been com-
muting to Manhattan for the last nine
months since moving from Boston. �The
meters are not appropriate for commut-
ers,� he said.

�Westfield has a commuter parking
problem,,� Mr. Kelly stated, �It became
apparent the minute I moved back to
Westfield.�

While at the mercy of the wait list,
Mr. Kelly noted that �until then, I must
vie for one of the few metered parking
spaces with $2 in coins and risk getting
a ticket everyday despite that.�

On November 3, Mr. Kelly attended
a pre-trial hearing at Municipal Court
in Westfield to fight his parking tickets.

Municipal Prosecutor Rafael J.
Betancourt, who presided over the hear-
ing, told Mr. Kelly that if he wanted to
change the ordinances regarding the
short time allotted by the parking meters,
he should talk to the Town Council
instead of addressing it in court.

Ms. Feinberg, who did indeed appeal
to the Town Council with her concerns,
stated that she was not at all satisfied

with the response she got from council
members and said they did not provide
solutions to the problem.

Prior to his hearing, Mr. Kelly stated,
�I can�t believe I have to defend myself
against a ticket after I put in the maxi-
mum amount of quarters allowed on a
commuter meter.�

�The meters don�t allow the typical
user to comply with the law even if they
want to,� he said.

Mr. Kelly stated that it is unreason-
able to feed the parking meter half-way
through the workday in Westfield while
he is working in Manhattan.

Mr. Kelly stated that even though the
parking authorities say that permit park-
ing spaces are oversold, there are still
vacant spaces on a typical workday.

�With new commerce entering
Westfield, parking will only get worse,�
he concluded.

Mr. Kelly pointed to an October 22
article in The Wall Street Journal in
which a similar parking crunch in Sum-
mit was addressed. Reportedly, the state
offered to build a $9 million garage for
the commuter parking crisis due to the
influx of new commuters.

Summit residents who opposed the
proposed garage led city officials to
reject the offer. Reportedly, as a result,
a scaled-down version of the proposed
parking garage will be built at the city�s
expense which will be limited to people
who work in Summit or residents who
commute.

Summit began providing direct rail
service to New York City last year,
without a change of trains in Newark.

According to an official at Westfield�s
Town Clerk Office, there are approxi-
mately 469 parking spaces at the South
Avenue Railroad Station and 104 spaces
at the parking lot on Watterson Street.
Residents only, commuting by railroad,
are granted permits for these two lots.

Permits for other lots are available
for out-of-towners working in West-
field.

Officials said there are 900 individu-
als on a three-year waiting list for avail-
able parking spaces. People are signing
up everyday for their chance at one of
the much-coveted parking spaces, offi-
cials added.

The land once owned by Mrs.
Lusher�s grandfather has gone
through several changes in the past
70 years, or so. The Home Depot on
Springfield Avenue is the most re-
cent development.

�When I turned 18, I snuck out of
my grandfather�s house and into the
woods to meet my boyfriend. We
were going to runaway and get mar-
ried. We finally found a minister in
the dead of night and got married in
the parsonage.

�But Kenneth, my husband, had
gotten so sick that we spent the first
month of our honeymoon apart. He
stayed at home recuperating and I
went up with his aunt to Bud Lake in
Newton. He finally got better, of
course, and came up. But I bet no-
body today would ever consider
spending their honeymoon with their
spouse�s relatives,� she said.

Mrs. Lusher continued, �Kenneth
passed away in 1974. You know, we
were married for more than 50 years.�

In 1926, the Lushers bought a home
in Westfield at 1009 Columbus Av-
enue.

�So, I guess that means I�ve been
living here for quite some time. I�ve
been here for 72 years and I�ve seen
this area change from rolling hills,
where there would be a house every
mile or so, to suburban neighbor-
hood, with houses lining street after
street,� she stated.

Mrs. Lusher went on to explain
how her family used to sleigh down
the snowy hills in the wintertime,
right outside the house, but that the
hills were all leveled-off when other
homes were built.

�You look out the window now -
what do you see? Well, I think that
house was here and that one, but
everything else was hills. It was re-
ally quite wonderful,� she explained.

Two of Mrs. Lusher�s three daugh-
ters reside with her. One daughter
moved in with her several years ago
after the death of her own husband.
Another daughter lives in Florida.

Mrs. Lusher�s husband was an elec-
trical contractor.

Mrs. Lusher added, �He must�ve
wired every house in this neighbor-
hood, and lots more all over West-
field.�

When asked about her own em-
ployment history, she fondly re-
counted her days working for
Bamberger�s in Newark.

�I must�ve started working there at
about 16, or so. Even after I married
Kenneth, I was still taking the trol-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

After 16 Yrs., Mrs. Lusher Still
Known as �Columbus Mayor�

ley, from the corner of Springfield
Avenue and South Orange Avenue
down to Newark. Oh, but it was
beautiful then. And then, I remember
when the first Model-T Ford came
out - I drove that. But that was all so
long ago,� she noted.

Mrs. Lusher�s more recent activi-
ties included helping and caring for
the elderly on Columbus Avenue and
throughout Manor Park.

�I took up nursing, for awhile, and
made it my duty to care for everybody
that was getting older in this area.
That�s really how I got to know a lot
of people around here. But now that
I�ve outlived everybody, there�s no-
body for me to take care of, besides
myself of course. I try to keep real
busy.

�If you look over there, you�ll see
that I�m a real fan of needlepoint,�
she said, pointing to a wall filled with
framed needlepoints she has com-
pleted over the years.

�Every night, I sit in my favorite
chair and do a little bit of needle-
point, �till I get tired. I used to love to
cook and bake, but it just isn�t as easy
anymore. I leave that to my daugh-
ters. Now I just get to help,� she
emphasized.

Mrs. Lusher continued, �I may be
the last one left on the block - all the
other homes are young families and
kids galore - but I haven�t been left all
alone. I have six grandchildren, 11
great-grandchildren, and four great-
great-grandchildren. It�s a real hand-
ful when it comes to holidays!� Ruth
added, noting that her mother has
made needlepoint Christmas stock-
ings for every child and family mem-
ber, and that most of the residents on
the street also have one of her mother�s
hand-made stockings.

�But it�s all so wonderful! I need to
keep myself busy. And before Christ-
mas, I put out about 90 Christmas
lights on the bushes - and I do it all by
myself Everyone is always so
amazed!� she said.

When asked about the nickname
given to her by fellow Westfielders,
Mrs. Lusher paused for a second, and
then smiled proudly.

�Oh, well you know - I never really
thought anything was going to come
out of it. Besides, most of everybody
who knew me as �The Mayor� have
left. I never thought anybody else
would care,� she said.

So, while Westfield went to the
polls to decide the town�s Mayor�s
race, Columbus Avenue will stay with
its leader, Mrs. Lusher.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20
• A bicycle was reported stolen from

the southside Westfield Train Station
lot.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21
• Norbert Blanco, 65, of Westfield

was arrested at Mountain and Kimball
Avenues and charged with driving while
intoxicated, according to police. He was
released on $375 bail.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22
• A Mountainside resident reported

that his bicycle, valued at approximately
$700, was stolen while it was parked and
locked at the northside Westfield Train
Station.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23
• Police reported that unknown per-

sons drew a line in black magic marker
along the passenger side of a car parked
in the Westfield High School lot.

• Three portable telephones of un-
known value were reported stolen during
the burglary of a second floor apartment
on Forest Avenue. Authorities presently
do not have any suspects in the case.

• Two bicycles were reported stolen
in separate incidents, according to po-
lice. One was removed from the northside
Westfield Train Station, while the other
was taken from outside the Westfield
Municipal Building on East Broad Street.

• Police reported an incident of theft
by deception in which an unknown sus-
pect is believed to have used another
individual�s credit card to unlawfully
make $60 in purchases on the Internet.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
• An Elizabeth Avenue resident told

police someone broke the rear window of
his vehicle with a pumpkin.

• Ying Wang Lee, 43, of Warren was
arrested and charged with shoplifting
$170 worth of costume jewelry from a
North Avenue department store, authori-
ties said. She was released on $150 bail.

• A New York resident reported the
theft of clothing from the basement of a
Hampton Court home.

• A resident of Mohawk Way reported
that someone may have driven a vehicle
over his lawn.

• Christopher M. Leonardis, 31, of
Forked River was arrested on South
Avenue near the traffic circle and
charged with driving with a revoked
license, according to police. Leonardis,
who was also wanted on two active
warrants out of Newark, was released
on bail.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26
• Curtis Swist, 18, of Westfield was

arrested in the 500 block of Summit
Avenue and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana, authori-
ties said. Swist posted $250 bail and was
released.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27
• Used clothing was reported stolen

from a porch on Embree Crescent.
• A backpack was reported stolen from

the steps of the Westfield High School
gymnasium on Dorian Road.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28
• Police reported that someone bur-

glarized a medical office on Hillcrest
Avenue and damaged a folding door in-
side the building. Nothing was reported
taken from the premises.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29
• A handbag was reported stolen from

a store on East Broad Street.
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30

• A bicycle was reported stolen from
the northside Westfield Train Station.

• A resident of West Dudley Avenue
reported that someone used paint balls
against the house and stomped on the
flowers.

• A Woods End Road resident re-
ported that someone broke a glass lan-
tern in front of her house.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31
• Blanca Perez, 25, of Linden was

arrested on Springfield Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated,
authorities said. She was released after
posting $375 bail.

• A 17-year-old Dunellen resident
reported that she was assaulted by a 15-
year-old Westfield resident. No charges
have been filed in connection with the
case, authorities confirmed.

• A Westfield resident reported that
someone threw two rocks at her front
window, breaking the glass. Eggs were
also thrown at the house, according to the
victim.

• Yasmeen Bailey, 20, of Scotch
Plains was charged with shoplifting a top
valued at $38 from a North Avenue de-
partment store, police said. She was re-
leased on $275 bail.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1
• A Dorian Road resident reported

that someone damaged her car with shav-
ing cream.

• A resident of Bates Way told police
that someone threw eggs on her car.

• A Westfield resident reported he
was assaulted by a fellow diner at a North
Avenue eatery, police confirmed.

According to the victim, the other man
tore up the former�s pack of cigarettes
and threw them in his face during an
argument over smoking. The second man
lives in Cranford.

Both parties were advised on the pro-
cedure for filing a complaint, but no
charges had been filed as of press time,
authorities said.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2
• A Central Avenue resident reported

the theft of a check and $450 in cash.

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19
• Four hundred block of Scotch Plains

Avenue � telephone wire down.
• Two hundred block of Eton Place �

wire down.
• One hundred block of Elm Street �

water evacuation.
• Five hundred block of Springfield

Avenue � smoke scare.
• Six hundred block of Stirling Place

� structure fire.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20

• Seven hundred block of Highland
Avenue � lock out.

• Nine hundred block of Grandview
Avenue � structure fire.

• Six hundred block of Willow Grove
Road � system malfunction.

• Lamberts Mill Road and Tamaques
Park � wires down.

• Eight hundred block of Rahway
Avenue � wire down.

• Six hundred block of Willow Grove
Road � system malfunction.

• Sixteen hundred block of Rahway
Avenue � system malfunction.

• Three hundred block of South Av-
enue East�system malfunction.

• One hundred block of New Provi-
dence Road � smoke scare.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21
• Two hundred block of East Broad

Street � system malfunction.
• Nine hundred block of Coolidge

Street � unintentional alarm.
• Five hundred block of First Street �

system malfunction.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22

• Two hundred block of East Broad
Street � system malfunction.

• One hundred block of New Provi-
dence Road � system malfunction.

• One hundred block of New Provi-
dence Road � system malfunction.

• Seven hundred block of Warren
Street � smoke scare.

• Two hundred block of Myrtle Av-
enue � unintentional alarm.

• Five hundred block of Downer Street
� automobile accident/vehicle fire.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23
• Seven hundred block of Embree

Crescent � smoke condition.
• Four hundred block of West Broad

Street � mulch fire.
• Nine hundred block of Harding

Street � leaf fire.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24

• Four hundred block of Poets Place �
unintentional alarm.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
• One hundred block of Jefferson

Avenue � water evacuation.
• Nine Hundred block of Coolidge

Street � smoke scare.
MONDAY, OCTOBER 26

• Four hundred block of West Broad
Street � telephone wires down.

• Five hundred block of Summit Av-
enue � lock out.

• Four hundred block of West Broad
Street � wires down.

• Five hundred block of Lawrence
Avenue � structure fire.

• Eight hundred block of Highland
Avenue � system malfunction.

• Seven hundred block of Coolidge
Street � carbon monoxide detector acti-
vation.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27
• Eight hundred block of Highland

Avenue � system malfunction.
• Three hundred block of Linden Av-

enue � unintentional alarm.
• Eleven hundred block of South Av-

enue West � truck fire.
• One hundred block of Normandy

Drive � water condition.
• Eight hundred block of Village

Green � lock out.
• One hundred block of Kimball Av-

enue � unintentional alarm.
• Seven hundred block of Harding

Street � smoke and odor removal.
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28

• Six hundred block of Boulevard �
telephone wire down.

• Seven hundred block of Central
Avenue � wire down.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29
• Nine hundred block of Columbus

Avenue � carbon monoxide detector ac-
tivation.

• Two hundred block of North Euclid
Avenue � lock out.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30
• Four hundred block of Mountain

Avenue � gasoline spill on roadway.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31

• Four hundred block of South Elmer
Street � unintentional alarm.

• Four hundred block of North Av-
enue West � water evacuation.

• Four hundred block of North Av-
enue West � assist police.

• One hundred block of Livingston
Street � water evacuation.

• Five hundred block of Colonial
Avenue � water condition.

• Palsted and Downer Street � auto-
mobile accident.

• One hundred block of East Broad
Street � good intent call.

• Two hundred block of Prospect
Street � hazardous condition.

• Twelve hundred block of Rahway
Avenue � lock out.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1
• Four hundred block of Montauk

Drive � leaf fire.
• Three hundred block of Orenda

Circle � power outage.
• Three hundred block of Orenda Circle

� carbon monoxide detector activation.
• One hundred block of Prospect

Street � smoke scare.

after two portable toilets were de-
stroyed by vandals over the summer.

The issue of restrooms was brought
up in recent weeks during Town
Council meetings by members of the
Westfield Baseball Association who
sought to have facilities placed in the
park.

The pool budget was also approved

Rec. Commission Delays
 Decision on Park Concert

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

with a 2.5 percent hike, including an
increase in salaries for the pool�s
assistant director, swim coach and
other staff. Operations expenses in-
cluded in the budget are utilities and
insurance.

The commission�s budget will now
go before the council during the
municipal budget process.

High School Students Attend
Annual Holocaust Memorial

A PIECE OF HISTORY�Westfield High School students Lee McDermott and
Benjamin Feldman recently represented the high school at the sixth annual
Holocaust memorial held in Washington, D.C.

WESTFIELD � Two Westfield
High School (WHS) students, Ben-
jamin Feldman and Lee McDermott,
recently represented the high school
at the sixth annual Holocaust memo-
rial held in Washington, D.C.

The Holocaust Memorial Day,
sponsored by Congressman Bob
Franks, Kean University and the
Holocaust Memorial Museum, is de-
signed to promote understanding
about the Holocaust.

Benjamin and Lee, who are both
seniors, were chosen by the high
school Social Studies Department to
represent WHS in the nation�s capi-
tal. Dr. Maria Schmidt, who chairs

the department, said, �Ben and Lee
possess the leadership qualities that
made them ideal choices for the pro-
gram.�

During the day-long event, Ben-
jamin and Lee toured the Holocaust
Museum, heard presentations by
Holocaust survivors and scholars, and
participated in activities with stu-
dents from other school districts.

�I enjoyed seeing the museum and
hearing the speakers,� said Benjamin.

�Getting the chance to meet Con-
gressman Franks and to talk with
students from other schools about the
Holocaust program was an impor-
tant experience.� said Lee.

hard and try to meet as many people
as possible, people will respond.�

Mr. Salisbury said he �didn�t have
a clue� as to who was going to win
the First Ward race.

�I�m just really looking forward to
working with Tom and the Demo-
crats and the Republicans (on the
Town Council),� he said.

Mr. Salisbury said his opponent,
Mr. Bramnick, �ran a really terrific,
civilized, honest campaign.�

The Councilman-elect said he en-
joyed the chance to meet his neigh-
bors during his door-to-door cam-
paigning.

Meanwhile, Mr. Walsh, who lost
in 1994 before being elected in 1996,
said he was �extremely grateful to
the voters in the Third Ward for
showing their confidence in return-
ing me to office.�

Like Mr. Salisbury, Councilman
Walsh praised the campaign run by
his opponent. He said he hopes Ms.
Lund will remain involved in issues
concerning the ward.

Looking at the numbers, Mayor
Jardim outdistanced his opponents
in all four of the town�s wards. In the
First Ward, where all three Mayoral
contenders reside, Mayor Jardim won
by a margin of 1,350 to 983 over Mrs.
Vernick, followed by Mr. Greco, who
garnered 306 votes.

The Mayor out-tallied Mrs.
Vernick and Mr. Greco, 1,977 to 997
and 259, and 1,298 to 778 and 266,
in the Second and Third Wards, re-
spectively. In the Fourth Ward, Mayor
Jardim won 1,485 to 918 over Mrs.
Vernick, with Mr. Greco tallying 229
votes.

Despite the widespread success by
the Democrats in multiple area races,
Republican Seventh District Con-
gressman Bob Franks was reelected

to a fourth term. He outdistanced his
Democratic challenger, Fanwood
Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, with
5,741 to 3,989 votes in Westfield.

Councilman Gruba noted the
strong showing of Mayor Connelly
in Westfield during the Republican
gathering at the Echo Lake Country
Club.

He said from looking at the elec-
tion results over the past five to 10
years, that the town�s voter makeup
has changed. Despite this trend, he
called the election results �a sur-
prise.�

Although Westfield was long a
Republican stronghold, Democrats
nearly pulled an upset in 1994 when
Anthony M. LaPorta received 48
percent of the total vote against now
former Mayor Bud C. Boothe.

�That was the time when what was
going on (with the town�s popula-
tion) was becoming evident,� Mr.
Gruba said.

He did say that the Republican
candidates �campaigned very hard
� doing all the things they should
have done� to win the election.

In county races, Westfield resident
Mary Ruotolo was the top vote getter
among Freeholder candidates in the
town, followed by fellow Democrat
and Freeholder Board Chairman
Daniel P. Sullivan. Republican An-
drew J. MacDonald finished third in
Westfield, beating out Democrat
Lewis Mingo. Overall, the Demo-
crats trounced the Republican slate
by an average of over 20,000 tallies
county-wide.

Union County Sheriff Ralph G.
Froehlich, a Democrat, defeated Re-
publican challenger and sheriff�s of-
ficer Esther D. Guzman-Malcolm,
5,604 to 3,748 in Westfield, and by
over 36,000 votes overall.
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Mayor Jardim Wins Second
Term in Landslide Victory


