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UP FOR ADOPTION...People for Ani-
mals, a non-profit animal welfare or-
ganization serving New Jersey, will
sponsor a pet adoption event on Satur-
day, October 24, from 11 a.m. until 3
p.m. at the PetsMart store at 1022
Route No. 22 East at West End Avenue
in North Plainfield. Many cats, kit-
tens and dogs will be available at this
special adoption event. Among these
pets will be Lucky, described as a
sweet Dalmatian mix. This friendly,
playful and gentle puppy is only four
months old. Lucky is the result of
neighborhood dogs not being altered
and owners not being responsible to
spay/neuter their pets. Now there are
unwanted puppies that the owner could
have prevented, noted People for Ani-
mals spokeswoman Dawne Wood
Luetscher. To adopt a pet, or for more
information, please call (908) 688-1073
or visit www.petfinder.org/shelters/
pfa.html on the Internet. For low cost
spay/neuter information, please call
the People for Animals Clinic at (908)
964-6887. Spay/neuter surgery costs
range from $35 to $55 and include
rabies and distemper vaccinations.
Update: Darby was adopted at the
Saturday, October 10 event along with
six other dogs and seven cats.

Watchung Stable Club
Donates Horse to Stable

JOINING THE STABLE TEAM...Union County Freeholder Mary P. Ruotolo,
left, is joined Hilton Williams of Mountainside, right, Manager of the county’s
Watchung Stable in Mountainside to accept a new equine member to the team
at the Watchung Stable. This latest member, a six-year-old chestnut quarter
horse named Seattle, was presented by the Watchung Stable Junior Hunt Club.
Seattle is surrounded by club members Ellen Levitian of Mountainside, second
from left; Darcy Ginsberg of Springfield, three from left; Jenn Ferro of Hillside,
Club Secretary, fourth from left; Jennifer Holzbach of Scotch Plains, Club Vice
President, fifth from right; Lisa Paul of Westfield, fourth from right; Dana
Adelaar of Scotch Plains, third from right, and Stacy Salvato of Linden, second
from right.

The Watchung Stable Junior Hunt
Club, with about 60 members, ages nine
to 17 donated a chestnut quarter horse
named Seattle to Union County’s
Watchung Stable in Mountainside.

“The $1,800 needed to buy the six-
year-old horse which, will be used in the
lesson/troop program at the stable, was
raised by the club members who ran and
participated in their own horse show
(with entry fees) and by running bake
and candy sales,” noted Freeholder Mary
P. Ruotolo.

“I was pleased to learn that one of the
advisors felt that these young people had
the cooperation of several county em-
ployees who really think about the kids.
He believed that the kids needed that
cooperation in order to succeed,” she
said.

Those persons who like to join the
Junior Hunt Club are asked to call Diana
Schaefer or Rachel Baris, part-time in-
structors at the Stable, at (908) 789-
3665.

Ms. Schaefer and Ms. Baris, together
with Tom O’Neil of Scotch Plains and
Darlene Rasel of New Providence, are
the club’s advisors.

THE HANDYMAN CAN…The Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross has announced the continuation of the Fall Handyman Program.
This year, the program began on October 12 and will continue through to
Thanksgiving at the Red Cross. The program is limited to Westfield residents
and Mountainside and will aid seniors and disabled residents in raking leaves,
weeding, lawn mowing and other small tasks. Pictured, left to right, are: Brian
Gatesy, Fall Handyman and Dennis Kinsella, Executive Director of the Westfield/
Mountainside American Red Cross.

ENJOYING FESTIFALL…Members of Vietnam Veterans of America partici-
pated in Westfield’s FestiFall activities on September 20. Pictured surrounding
a display for their organization, left to right, are: Mike Wisnewski of Cranford,
Frank Cuccaro of Scotch Plains, Ken Thatcher of North Plainfield and Bill
Sinkowitz of Springfield. Volunteers visit veterans at Lyons Hospital, provide
college scholarships for local students, and are active in various other community
services. For membership information, please call Rich Clark at (732) 499-9796.

F-SP College Club Plans
Anniversary Reception

SCOTCH PLAINS - The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
hold a reception on Sunday, Novem-
ber 15, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the
Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch
Plains to celebrate its 65th anniver-
sary of raising money for college
scholarships.

State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco will be the guest speaker.
Music will be provided by Skip Ungar.
Both are Scotch Plains residents.

The event will honor past presi-
dents of the College Club for their
contributions to women’s education.
There will also be a lively auction to
benefit the Scholarship Fund.

Invitations to the reception are now

being mailed to College Club mem-
bers, scholarship recipients, local
public officials, advertisers and
friends of the College Club.

The public is invited to help cel-
ebrate the event. Reservations should
be purchased before hand. Tickets
are $25 per person. There is also a
Patron and Sponsor level for $200
and $150, respectively, which in-
cludes two reservations. Sponsors and
Patrons will be listed in the program.

For ticket information, please call
Jean Pauley at (908) 233-1601 or any
College Club member. If unable to
attend, donations are tax deductible
and may be mailed to P.O. Box 32,
Fanwood, NJ 07023.

Rake and Hoe Garden Club
Schedules Floral Workshop
WESTFIELD - The Rake and Hoe

Garden Club of Westfield has sched-
uled a floral design workshop for
Tuesday, October 27, at 9:30 a.m. at
the Community Room in Westfield.

Kay Cross, member of Rake and
Hoe and owner of her Westfield-
based home business, “Flowers Natu-
rally” will instruct the workshop.
Ms. Cross is a popular floral designer
in Westfield and an Accredited Mas-
ter Floral Judge with the National
Council of State Garden Clubs.

She will concentrate on the main
principals of floral design and in-
struct the uses of a floral pin holder.
Members are asked to bring floral
and green materials and a pin-holder
if they have one.

Members of the Westfield Garden
Club are invited to attend, as well as
persons interested in becoming a
member of Rake and Hoe.

There is no cost to participate. To
become a member, please call Beth
Hanscom at (908) 232-5497.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club is
dedicated to the education of garden
related subjects as well as serving the
community.

Members meet once a month at the
Westfield “Y” for informative lec-
tures and continually maintain asso-
ciations with a wide variety of orga-
nizations both local and national. Its
members are diverse in knowledge
and skill but share a passion for
gardening and floral arranging.

Girl Scouts Seek Items
For Benefit to Aid Needy

WESTFIELD - All Washington
Rock Girl Scout Council (WRSGC)
troops will participate in national
“Make a Difference Day” on Satur-
day, October 24 by collecting dona-
tions of venous items for 19 social
service organizations.

“‘Make a Difference Day’” is the
most encompassing national day of
helping others,” stated WRGSC Pro-
gram Director Catherine Davis.

“It’s a celebration of neighbors
helping neighbors and we are asking
everyone to get involved in town-
wide collection efforts. In just one

day, Girl Scouts of the Washington
Rock Girl Scout Council will be out
in 21 communities collecting items
to feed the hungry, comfort the sick,
clothe the poor, inspire a child, unite
a community, and change the world,”
she stated.

The following items will be col-
lected: first aid items; non-perish-
able foods; children’s books and
games; toiletries; coats; hats; socks;
slippers and scarves for children
and adults; school supplies; sweat-
ers and long-sleeved shirts; and baby
items.

Locally, these items will be col-
lected in Berkeley Heights, Cranford,
Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains, and Westfield.

All items must be in either new or
good and clean condition.

To participate, please call
Catherine Davis at (908) 232-3236,
Extension No. 210, to learn which
items are being collected in the near-
est collection site.

Donations of any of the above items
may also be brought directly to
WRGSC Service Center, 201 East
Grove Street, Westfield, on Saturday,
October 24.

All items will be sent to the social
service agencies on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 28.

“Make a Difference Day” was cre-
ated by USA Weekend magazine and
is an annual event that takes place on
the fourth Saturday of every October.
In 1997, 1.3 million people cared
enough about their communities to
volunteer on that day, accomplishing
thousands of projects in hundreds of
towns and helping millions.

Group for Widowed
Lists Upcoming Events

The Widow/er Persons Activities
(WPA), a group for widowed people
seeking to meet other widowed indi-
viduals in a social and friendly set-
ting, has announced its schedule of
activities and meetings for the year.

The WPA meets monthly at Our
Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic
Church, located at 300 Central Av-
enue in Mountainside. Meetings are
usually held on the second Sunday of
the month at 2 p.m.

Programs and activities deal with
a wide range of interests, and are
followed by a social period after-
wards. Field trips and dances are
also held throughout the year. An
annual Christmas party wraps up the
group’s calendar of events.

New members are especially wel-
come. For additional information,
please call the WPA President Gene
Sommers, at (908) 276-4879.

Battleship Foundation
Shows Exhibit at Festival

The Battleship New Jersey Foun-
dation, Inc. was one of the exhibitors
at the NJ 50+Plus Festival this past
weekend.

In addition to a scale model of the
USS New Jersey BB-62, the Founda-
tion sponsored: a drill team perfor-
mance by the award winning NJ82
1st Air Force JROTC from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and a
Flag Ceremony of the Flags Across
America Students for the Battleship
New Jersey campaign.

A video and photo display of the
USS New Jersey and a selection of
merchandise from the Battleship New
Jersey Commemorative Collection
was also exhibited.

The Battleship New Jersey Foun-
dation is the fund-raising arm of the
USS New Jersey Battleship Com-
mission appointed by the Governor
of the State of New Jersey.

Events such as the Senior Festival
is a forum for the Foundation to
promote interaction and communi-
cation between New Jersey’s young
students and the Senior Citizen Com-
munity.

Among the plans for the USS New
Jersey is to create an educational and
cultural museum and memorial for
all branches of the Armed Forces.

The Battleship New Jersey Foun-
dation has actively participated in
hundreds of events, parades, festi-
vals, flag-raisings and conventions
across the State of New Jersey during
1998.

From county fairs to the dedication
of the Vietnam Era Educational Cen-
ter, the Battleship New Jersey Foun-
dation raises public awareness to the
importance of bringing the most deco-
rated naval ship in history, the USS
New Jersey, home to New Jersey.

Local Adult School
Painters Plan Exhibit
SCOTCH PLAINS — Students

from The Community School of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood will exhibit
their oil and watercolor paintings
from Monday, October 26, through
Saturday, November 7, at Pack N’
Send, 549 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

The artwork may be viewed from
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through
Friday, and from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturdays.

The students will exhibit a vari-
ety of styles, subject matter and
media in paintings they developed
in classes with instructor Barbara
Prestridge.

Students displaying their work
include Lilly Shelton, Patricia
McGovern, June Risher, and
Carmella Resnick of Scotch Plains;
Sigal Lenz and Jeanne Smith of
Fanwood; Judy Borom of Plainfield,
and Claudia Arici of Edison.

School District Plans
Educational Forum
SCOTCH PLAINS-

FANWOOD - The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district will
present an educational forum on
Wednesday, October 28, on “How
to Encourage Your Child to Be-
come a Life-long Reader.”

Dr. Dennis Adams of Montclair
State University will present the
strategies to assist in the devel-
opment of a life-long reading
habit.

Parents and interested com-
munity members are invited to
attend. The meeting will take
place at 7:30 p.m. in the Multi-
purpose Room of the H. B.
Brunner School on Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains.

Fanwood Plans Annual
Halloween Parade

FANWOOD - The annual
Fanwood Halloween Parade will be
held Friday, October 30. All those
wishing to march should be at the
Fanwood library at 6:30 pm.

There will be costume and jack-
o-lantern contests at La Grande Park
following the parade.

The following age groups are in-
cluded in the contest: Kindergarten
to first grade; second through fifth
grade, and sixth through 12th grade.

Adults will have costume judging
only.

To the Voters of Westfield:

The campaign literature currently being distributed by Tom Jardim in his reelection campaign is

misleading in several obvious respects.

He claims credit for the results of efforts of a lot of other people, having done nothing himself to bring

the results about - or even worked for a contrary result!

Under the headline he claims that in just two short years he has accomplished a lot for Westfield. Let’s

look at those claims:

With the caption “Improving the lives of Westfield’s Commuters,” is a picture which includes the

renovated train station. He had nothing to do with the train station project other than showing up for the

ribbon-cutting last April.

This project started in 1993, before he even moved to town. I immediately enlisted the support of

several Westfield groups and many individuals in the Westfield Historical Society, the Architectural Review

Board, the Historic Preservation Commission and the Westfield MainStreet, all of whom worked with

me in reviewing New Jersey Transit’s proposals and persuading NJT that Westfield had to have a station

that was aesthetically and historically acceptable as well as efficient for railroad operations and ADA

compliance.

Commuters owe their thanks for the station improvements to this group, not Mr. Jardim.

Incidentally, I appear in the picture, which was printed without my permission, and I am certainly not

endorsing his candidacy.

The second picture caption is “Revitalizing our business districts.” The effort to revitalize downtown

started in 1991 under my predecessor, Mayor Richard Bagger, who, in typical Westfield tradition, recruited

many residents to work on a downtown study commission. Many of the same, and many other Westfielders,

then worked with me to secure MainStreet New Jersey status for the Town, and to do in-depth studies of

creating a special improvement district and parking.

Neither Mr. Jardim nor any of his running-mates participated in any of this; their contribution was

carping during the 1996 campaign that the SID should not cost taxpayers anything, a policy decision

previously decided - and clearly articulated - by all of us who did work on revitalizing downtown and

creating the SID.

Finally, Mr. Jardim appears in front of the writing for the Excellent Diner, saying “Turning an eyesore

into an improved tax ratable”. This is the same property he urged in his 1996 campaign, and again this

year, should become a pocket park - maybe even a miniature golf course - which would totally remove

the property from the tax rolls as well as cost hundreds of thousands of Westfield tax dollars in addition

to the freeholder grant! That idea faded when the owners said they planned to build an office building. I

hope they do, but it hasn’t happened yet, and this site will not turn into an improved ratable until the

building is up.

Political leaders are entitled to claim credit for what they do themselves, and what others do under

their leadership - in both cases, where they will take the flak if things go bad.

Westfielders are entitled to accurate, not misleading, information when campaign literature is prepared.

This piece fails dismally, and Westfielders are owed an apology and retraction.
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