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beautiful things
1838 East Second Street, Scotch Plains • (908) 322-1817

Discover beautiful things
contemporary crafts & unique gifts

 jewelry � glass � pottery � woods � cards � and more

Whether your children’s college education, a
comfortable retirement, a new home or a great vacation
are your priorities, Family Investors Company can help
you achieve your financial goals. We listen, we advise,

we perform, but most of all we care!
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Family
Investors
Company
265 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Visit us on the Web at www.fanwoodnj.com/faminvco

CALL TODAY FOR OUR
 MARKET REPORT

(908) 322-1800(908) 322-1800(908) 322-1800(908) 322-1800(908) 322-1800

14 OF THE BEST REASONS TO INVEST

Member NASD & SIPC

ported via a flatbed truck to the Village Green, where a concrete base
foundation had been laid by employees of the Ralph Checchio company. The
remainder of the gazebo was completed by the UCVTS students on site.

Township officials had
originally planned to dedi-
cate the gazebo during the
community’s Memorial
Day observance on May
25, but rainy weather de-
layed completion of the
project, and the ceremony
was postponed until this
month. Inclement weather
on Memorial Day also
forced the cancellation of
the traditional holiday  pa-
rade through Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

Students in the con-
struction technology pro-
gram work on local com-
munity projects like this
as part of their curricu-
lum, according to Mr.
Knittel. Construction
technology is one of many
trade courses offered by
the vo-tech school through
its daytime, evening and
summer programs.

The instructor said such work experiences help build students’ organizational
skills by requiring them to plan ahead for the tools and materials they will need
to bring with them to a job site, as well as giving them “a real taste” of  working
on a project outside the structured “shop” environment of the school. Students
in the construction technology program typically go on to careers in building,
home remodeling or other specialty fields, Mr. Knittel added.

Education With a Difference...

Redeemer
Lutheran

Day School

Since 1953

Quality Education for the Christian Community
Nursery, Kindergarten, Elementary (Grades 1-6)

Extended Care � 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Summer Programs Available
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He noted that some of the individuals who worked on the gazebo had previously
installed a Victorian trim along the Fanwood train station building, while other
construction technology students have erected complete houses in Plainfield as part

of Habitat for Humanity.
The students who took part in the gazebo project included Paul C.

Cacciatore, Travis J. Ferrara and Daniel Guzman, all of Scotch Plains; Jason
M. Durr and John Thompson of Westfield, and Joseph E. Harris, Terry D.
Hundar and Phillip A. Washington of Plainfield.

Other participants were William E. Allen and Brian P. Di Alfonso of
Rahway; Giuseppe M. Butera and David Q. Lucarello of Union; Amy M.
Roynak, Justin C. Williams and Michael P. Nichols of Linden; Brian A. Avent
of Hillside, and Markeem J. Davis of Roselle. Rounding out the group were
Alejandro Rodriguez of Edison; Jim K. Roof of Berkeley Heights, and Davis
Vazquez of Elizabeth.

Members of the Task Force foresee use of the gazebo for wedding photo-
graphs and other special occasions, as well as for a parade viewing stand.
There are also plans to enhance the
gazebo, which is already wired for
lighting, with plantings, a lattice-
work base and other accoutre-
ments.

Mr. Grisi, a 15-year-resident
of Scotch Plains, said he had an
opportunity to visit with the
UCVTS students while the ga-
zebo was in progress, and re-
ported that the group “felt
proud that they were work-
ing on something where they
can drive down Park Avenue

and tell their friends and parents, ‘I worked
on that.’”

Describing the project as a “true experience” for those looking towards
careers in construction or related fields, he observed that, “you could see this was a
group of young people committed to getting this done, and they helped the downtown
Scotch Plains community,” he concluded.

for Building of Village Green Gazebo

JOB WELL DONE...A group of young people stand in the finished
gazebo, which was decorated with patriotic bunting for Memorial
Day weekend. It was dedicated by Mayor Joan Papen on October 3.


