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BOE Discusses
Advisory Panel

For Referendum
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Education
continued its discussion Monday
night of its plans to create a Citizens�
Advisory Committee, which would
give a voice to Westfield residents
regarding the proposed bond refer-
endum for renovation and techno-
logical improvements at Westfield
High School and the intermediate
and elementary schools.

The proposed committee will con-

sist of 24 to 26 members of the West-
field community who will share their
opinions and concerns about the ref-
erendum, while becoming informed
about upcoming renovations and spe-
cific needs of the local schools.

Members will be supplied with a
list of proposed projects, financial
information and projected costs.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William J. Foley said he believes that
reaction from committee members
would help the board determine if it
is going in the right direction to serve
the needs of the school district.

He said he is not looking for these
members to vote on whether to sup-
port a referendum, but simply to give
their input, both positive and nega-
tive, regarding the proposals.

Committee members may be local
business people in the community,
residents with or without students
enrolled in schools, senior citizens,
and other individuals who are sup-
portive or opposed to the referen-
dum.

The board will suggest names of
prospective committee representa-
tives to Dr. Foley, who hopes to pub-
lish the list of members by tomorrow,
Friday, September 4. He hopes to
announce the names of those who
will serve on the committee at the
school board�s meeting on Tuesday,
September 8.

The group will operate under the
direction of an ad hoc committee
comprised of Board President
Darielle Walsh, Board Vice Presi-
dent Ginger L. Hardwick, and board
members Annmarie Puleio and B.
Carol Molnar.

Dr. Foley has anticipated that the
committees will first meet at West-
field High School, and later at the
intermediate and elementary schools,
in order for members to obtain a
visual prospectus as to the proposed
renovations and improvements which
would be included in a referendum.

He said that he hopes feedback
from the Citizens� Advisory Com-
mittee might be completed by the end
of this month.

The bond referendum would in-
volve the conversion of the graphic

One-of-a-Kind Retail
Deal Prospers at Seniors

Complex on Boynton
By JEANNE WHITNEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A one-of-a-kind ShopRite conve-
nience store at the Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing complex, is selling
out the store by noon on Fridays,
selling goods at �two-for-one� prices.

Florence Albino, a 14-year resi-
dent of the seniors complex called
the store, �a godsend. Especially in
the winter.�

Another resident said, �I have a
car. You can�t get your car out some-
times, in the winter. I won�t go out.�

The Seniors site also provides bus
service daily to other shopping out-
lets around town.

The Shoppe on Boyton employs

special needs students from Union
County Occupational Center in
Roselle and what makes The Shoppe
unique is that although ShopRite has
40 other similar markets in occupa-
tional training centers all over the
state, according to Wakefern Food
Corporation officials, the Westfield
market is the only one located out-
side of an occupational center.

Wakefern, located in Elizabeth, is
the product distribution arm of
ShopRite stores.

The arrangement between the Se-
nior housing complex and the train-
ing center was brought to bear over a
year�s time through the efforts of

Jeanne Whitney for The Westfield Leader
RISE AND SHINE...Westfield native Rose Esposito, buys breakfast at the two-
month old ShopRite convenience store in the Westfield Senior Citizens Housing
complex on Boynton Avenue. With morning hours only, Monday through Friday,
seniors crowd The Shoppe and call it �a godsend.�

STATE TOUTS FLEXIBILITY IN METHODS

�School-to-Work� Plan on Schedule
In Face of Some Local Opposition

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

While the deadline for implemen-
tation draws closer, area educators
increasingly express concern over
the New Jersey Department of
Education�s School-to-Work Initia-
tive adopted as part its �Core Cur-
riculum� standards two years ago.

The initiative requires �not less
than one day per week or the equiva-
lent� of work-related activities from
students, in order to graduate from
high school. Some have interpreted
this to require that only four days per
week be dedicated to academic sub-
jects.

Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley attacked
the mandate last month, saying, �How
can we be expected to meet our re-
quirements in just four days? It is
taking the notion of preparing kids
and carrying it to some level of absur-
dity.�

In an August 6 letter made public
from Director of the State Office of
School-to-Career and College Initia-
tives, Dr. Thomas A. Henry stated, �I
don�t know why so many people are
misquoting [the code] and insisting
that it is one day within the five-day
school week. Our intention is to al-
low flexibility so that the student,
their parents and the district can
decide what is the most appropriate
experience for each student.�

In the letter, written to Superinten-
dent Dr. Carol B. Choye of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district and
later made public, Dr. Henry went on
to say, �This particular proposal is
founded on the significant research
that shows the positive effects that
volunteer activities, community ser-
vice, paid or unpaid employment, or
school-based enterprises have on stu-
dents� academic and personal devel-
opment.�

Reportedly, Dr. Foley endorsed the

importance of preparing students for
future careers. Dr. Foley said he hopes
that the high school, in particular,
will be able to �maintain the basic
philosophy which underscores the
importance of a liberal arts educa-
tion, and balance that philosophy
with the intrusive requirements of
the state.�

Last month, Westfield High School
Principal Dr. Robert G. Petix com-
mented on the sate School-to-Work
plan, saying, �This will be a crucial
year for us because the state code is
being rewritten so extensively and in
such a revolutionary way. Its effects
will be profound and enduring in this
school and on education in this state.�

The New Jersey School Boards
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Michael P. Babik for The Westfield Leader
WELCOME BACK�Second graders at Franklin Elementary School eagerly
await the first day of school with their teacher Karen Salter.

Michael P. Babik for The Westfield Leader
SUMMER DREAMING�The lazy days of summer are now officially over for
these young Westfielders. The students, pictured at Franklin Elementary
School, congregate outside before the first day of school.

COMMUNITY FAIR IS PLANNED FOR OCTOBER 10

Westfield Neighborhood Council
Sees Three Decades of Growth
By JEANNE WHITNEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

�It�s a place where our children
can go, and they can feel good
about themselves. It�s a safe ha-
ven.�

This is how Mary Withers, Vice-
Chairperson of the Westfield
Neighborhood Council, describes
the still vital � and valued �
organization on the town�s south
side after nearly 30 years.

�And our aim for the future is a
computer room for our children,�
she added.

The neighborhood center, now
located on Cacciola Place just off
Central Avenue, was started in
March of 1969.

Earlier, members of Temple
Emanu-El on East Broad Street in
Westfield had agreed to provide
tutoring in school subjects for chil-
dren from the neighborhood, which
is loosely bounded by Central Av-
enue, Cacciola Place, South Av-
enue, the Garwood border and East
Grove Street.

Also, a playground located on
what were then undeveloped lots
along Stirling Place became a gath-
ering spot for families through the
Council�s efforts.

Over the next several years,
Neighborhood Council members,
local churches and temples, and
other community members raised
funds to purchase a storefront build-
ing at 127 Cacciola Place, which is
the site of the present day center.

A Council Board of Trustees
hired a director and began a Stu-
dent Tutorial and Enrichment Pro-
gram (S.T.E.P.), a teen program, a
marching drill team and sewing
classes, among other activities.

By 1975, the building was en-
tirely renovated. The following
year, a recreation room and offices
were added, and in 1977, several
local service organizations funded
a playground and ball court behind
the center.

Jeanne Whitney for The Westfield Leader
CHANGING DIRECTIONS...Director of the Westfield Neighborhood Coun-
cil Ezella Johnson meets with architect Albert Sheilfer outside the center on
Cacciola Place in Westfield to discuss minor building changes. Otherwise, the
Council is busy planning a community street fair for Saturday, October 10. The
rain date is Sunday, October 11.

Jeanne Whitney for The Westfield Leader

HAPPY CAMPERS...Pictured are the Westfield children who attended camp
for six weeks at the Westfield Neighborhood Council on Cacciola Place in
Westfield. The camp was part of a Westfield Recreation Commission program.CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

THIRD AND FINAL PART OF SERIES

Low State Aid is Cited
As Paramount Reason
For Tax Levy Increase

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor�s Note: The following is
the third and final installment of a
three-part series on 1998 property
taxes in Westfield. This week�s story
focuses on the local schools.

*****
With Westfielders paying an aver-

age property tax bill of $7,000 in
1998, roughly 64 percent, or $4,500,
will support the local school system.

By comparison, property owners
will pay about $1,400 to support
county government, and $1,100 for
municipal services.

Property taxes, overall, are up on
average $104 from last year for the
average assessed home in town of
$174,000. The town�s $52 increase
over 1997, or three cents per $100 of
assessed value, was offset by a de-
crease of three cents in the county
tax.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader, the owner of a home
assessed at $100,000 will pay around
$4,000; a home assessed at $200,000
will see an annual bill of $8,000, and
a home at $300,000 has taxes of
nearly $12,000.

With the assessed figure represent-
ing 60 percent of the market value of
a home, a residence assessed at
$180,000 has a projected selling price
of $300,000.

In passing this year�s school tax
levy of $45.18 million, voters autho-
rized an increase of 2.88 percent over
the previous year�s amount. The over-
all increase in the Westfield Board of
Education�s budget this year was 2.33
percent, compared to last year�s slight
increase of .95 percent.

In the past few years, the tax in-
crease has been between five and
eight cents per $100 of assessed value
on a home � much lower than the
spikes in the 1990s, which ranged
between 13 and 18 cents.

With enrollments growing in the
district the past few years, from 4,400
in 1992-1993 to over 4,900 this year,
the total comparative per pupil cost
has been declining.

In 1995-1996, the amount was
$4,448. That figure is now down to
$8,225, with $1,157 of this sum tied
to administrative salaries, and $4,700
covering teacher salaries and ben-
efits.

The comparative figure, used solely
by the state, excludes transportation
and tuition expenditures. When these
figures are included, the per pupil
costs in Westfield are over $10,000.

Robert Berman, who has joined
the district this summer as the new
Assistant Superintendent of Business,
explained that his studies of the past
few budgets show a correlation be-
tween the increase in student enroll-
ment and a hike in the number of staff
the following school year.

While only 52 percent of the
county�s $282.2 million budget is
supported through taxes � which is
about the same percentage for the
municipal spending plan � 88 per-
cent of the revenues to support
Westfield�s public schools are de-
rived from local property taxes.

Mr. Berman said the amount to be
raised through taxes generally de-
pends on �economic factors� at the
time and the amount of money re-
ceived in state aid. Westfield received
$2.79 million this year in state assis-
tance, with the largest amount, $2.3
million, designated for special edu-
cation programs.

With this in mind, tax revenues
have accounted for anywhere between
80 and 89 percent of the total school
budgets over the past decade or so.

Finance Committee Chairwoman
and former school board President
Susan Jacobson noted that Westfield
has traditionally received only about
5 to 6 percent in state aid � and that
assistance has gone mostly for spe-
cial education programs.

The district no longer receives what
is defined as transitional aid, which
is financial assistance used to fund
curriculum objectives.

As state aid declines, the district
must raise more in taxes to support
its budgets.

A close look at tax levies since
1982, five of which were defeated by
voters, shows that the increase in the
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Recent Home Sales

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

MONDAY, AUGUST 24
• A Fanwood resident reported that

someone broke the rear view mirror on
the driver�s side of her vehicle while it
was parked on Carleton Road.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25
• A Carteret resident reported that

while he was walking towards his car at
the corner of Summit Avenue and Park
Street, two male suspects struck him
with a stick, causing a laceration over his
left eye.

No arrests have been made in connec-
tion with the incident, and police are
continuing their investigation.

• A wallet containing $520 was re-
ported stolen from a pocketbook at a
North Avenue department store.

• A resident of Fairacres Avenue re-
ported the theft of a black mountain
bicycle valued at $120 from the north
side train station.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27
• A wallet, a check for $2,100 and

various credit cards belonging to a Sum-
mit resident were found in the 300 block
of First Street, according to police.

• A 14 carat gold engagement ring
valued at approximately $5,000 was re-
ported stolen from a front doorway closet
on Jefferson Avenue.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28
• A resident of Cowperthwaite Square

reported that someone kicked over his
sprinkler heads and tossed a cement bird
bath into the shrubbery on his property.

• Sheila Gilmer, 28, of Newark was
arrested and charged with shoplifting
$845 worth of clothing from a North
Avenue department store and with pos-
session of suspected cocaine and/or
heroin, according to police.

Authorities confirmed there were also
10 active warrants for Gilmer from vari-
ous New Jersey towns. The total bail for
the warrants was $4,949, while bail for
the Westfield charges was set at $1,025.

Gilmer was transported to the Union
County Jail, police said.

• A bicycle valued at $500 was re-
ported stolen from the north side West-
field Train Station.

• A New York City resident reported
he was assaulted while playing indoor
table tennis at a local facility.

• A wallet was reported stolen from a
motor vehicle which was parked outside
a South Avenue convenience store.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29
• A Lincoln Road resident reported

that someone damaged the fender and
back window of his vehicle by throwing
a lamppost at it. The vehicle was parked
in front of the victim�s house at the time
the incident occurred.

• Omar Gray, 19, of Plainfield was
arrested in the 600 block of South Av-
enue, West, and charged with being an
unlicensed driver, according to police.
He was held on $225 bail.

• A wallet containing $100, along with
a Timex watch, were reported stolen from
a locker at a local recreational facility.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
• A North Euclid Avenue resident

reported someone threw a rock at his
vehicle, which struck the trunk and shat-
tered the back window. At the time the
incident occurred, the vehicle was parked
on the street where the victim lives.

MONDAY, AUGUST 31
• Police confirmed that someone dam-

aged picnic tables at McKinley Elemen-
tary School on First Avenue.

• A Lawrence Avenue resident re-
ported the theft of a custom-made wooden
post from his driveway entrance.

• A Forest Avenue resident reported
that his and his wife�s bicycles were
stolen from a bicycle rack at the north
side Westfield Train Station.

• A Prospect Street resident reported
that a lamppost on his front lawn was
damaged.

MONDAY, AUGUST 24
• One hundred block of Barchester

Way � unintentional alarm.
TUESDAY, AUGUST 25

• One hundred block of Kimball Av-
enue � smoke scare.

• Two hundred block of Elm Street �
structure fire.

• Three hundred block of Wychwood
Road � unintentional alarm.

• One hundred block of East Broad
Street � unintentional alarm.

• Two hundred block of St. Paul Street
� mulch fire.

• Three hundred block of Clark Street
� system malfunction.

• One hundred block of Surrey Lane
� system malfunction.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26
• Five hundred block of Dorian Road

� automobile accident.
• Three hundred block of Clark Street

� system malfunction.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 27

• One hundred block of Prospect
Street � system malfunction.

• Six hundred block of South Avenue
� brush fire.

• Three hundred block of South Av-
enue East � smoke and odor removal.

• Six hundred block of South Avenue
West � brush fire.

• North Avenue and Elm Street �
automobile accident.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28
• Six hundred block of Willow Grove

Road � carbon monoxide detector activa-
tion.

• Four hundred block of Birch Place �
system malfunction.

• One hundred block of Prospect
Street � system malfunction.

• Harrison Avenue and Kimball Av-
enue � good intent call.

• One hundred block of Sandra Circle
� emergency medical call.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29
• Three hundred block of Prospect

Street � overheated ballast.
• Three hundred block of Orenda

Circle � electrical short.
• Eight hundred block of Ramapo Way

� unintentional alarm.
• Eleven hundred block of Boynton

Avenue � system malfunction.
• Two hundred block of Eton Place �

grill fire.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30

• Two hundred block of Watchung
Fork � lock out.

• Five hundred block of Central Av-
enue � structure fire.

• Four hundred block of East Broad
Street � service call.

• Two hundred block of Orchard Street
� lock out.

• Four hundred block of Birch Av-
enue � smoke scare.

WESTFIELD
L. Arbes to Dorothy A. and Edward

T. Kozak, 19 Trails End Court, $369,000.
J.J. and P.M. Dodd to Peter E. and

Carole R. Carlin, 17 Burrington Gorge,
$475,000.

B.E. and S.L. Bonsall to Ronald and
Anne Krichilsky, 736 Hanford Place,
$176,000.

M.N. and N.L. Waldor to Robert M.
and Cynthia E.M. Gallagher, 129 Lin-
coln Road, $700,000.

M.E. and C.M. Coccaro to Elizabeth
S. Ferguson, 144 Lincoln Road,
$475,500.

A. Carolyn Lonero and W. Ross
Benner to Marylou and Thomas
Colicchio, 544 Elm Street, $415,000.

R. Wampler to D.B. and J.S.
Rosenthal, 244 Sylvania Place,
$580,000.

D.B. and J.S. Rosenthal to Raymond
J. and Lisa B. Mikovits, 561 Bradford
Avenue, $369,000.

S.M. Totams to Michael and Ellen M.
Cuddy, 638 Kimball Avenue, $319,900.

G.W. and V.K. Pirrong to Yuchung
and Leilei Wang, 205 Sunset Avenue,
$341,000.

W.W. and C.C. Czander to Kevin
and Marie McGrory, 37 Carol Road,
$304,000.

G.J. and Ann M. Castaldo to Joseph
T. and Brigitte A. Faribairn, 150
Jefferson Avenue, $399,500.

R.M. and C.E.M. Gallagher to Michale
and Katherine Dibble, 235 Baker Av-
enue, $470,000.

R.L. Padgett to Thomas J. and
Patricia Rucinsky, 712 Coolidge Street,
$279,000.

M.A. and J.M. Killeen to Carolyn
Benner, 921 Harding Street, $227,000.

R. and R. Clark to Allan L. and Carol
A. Mysel, 910 Tice Place, $325,000.

L.C. Schonwald to Jeffrey L. and
Kelly P. Bram, 132 Marlboro Street,
$234,900.

R.R. and C.F. Wagner to Thomas F.
and B.A. McHugh, 110 Cottage Place,
$170,000.

C.E. Mehorter to Raymond and Linda
Sullivan, 1132 Tice Place, $320,000.

R.C. Stagnaro to Xiaoming and
Yanping Song, 25 Tamaques Way,
$222,000.

K.H. and L.J.B. Jones to Andres and
Margarita deCorral, 1021 Wyandotte
Trail, $605,000.

P.E. and C.R. Carlin to Vincent D.
Joseph, 310 Woods End Road,
$337,000.

J.S. and H.R. Kim to Juan Luis
Yrivarren and Isabel Acosta, 340
Orenda Circle, $440,000.

I. and M. Neuschatz to Seth T. and S.
Elizabeth Oberman, 281 Seneca Place,
$268,000.

J.P. and D.J. Baldwin to Bradford T.
and Aimee L. Spiers, 633 North Chest-
nut Street, $369,900.

J.R. and L.A.B. Neumann to Gre-
gory A. and Debra R. Davis, 650

Raymond Street, $375,000.
R.E. and D.M. Benedict to Steven E.

Parker, Jr. and Catherine E. Parker, 5
Thomas Court, $340,000.

H.C. Dunn, Jr. and J.W. Dunn to
Koshi Okamoto and Mercedes Fol-
Okamoto, 221 Wychwood Road,
$560,000.

M.B. and C.R. Roggenburg to Colin
and Midori Nagai Jenkins, 142 Linden
Avenue, $499,100.

M.S. and E.E. Precht to Raymond
and Constance Miller, 720 Saunders
Avenue, $425,000.

M.L. Comeau and R.C. Comeau to
Mary Jo and Gregory Gradel, 229 Baker
Avenue, $470,000.

D.W. Singley, Jr. and C.D. Singley
to Joseph M. and Virginia L. Malley,
558 Lenox Avenue, $580,000.

R.J. and K.P. Urbano to Lawrence
and Shari Seltzer, 215 Harrison Av-
enue, $385,100.

F.X. and A.M. Scott to Paul J. and
Evelyn M. Shyposh, 214 North Euclid
Avenue, $331,500.

T.P. and D. Walsh to Dennis Patrick
Driscoll and Deborah Whyte Driscoll,
610 Dorian Road, $279,900.

A. and V. Rodriguez to Paul J. and
Elena Nazzaro, 137 St. Paul Street,
$285,100.

R.J. Cotter and A. Flynn to George
P. and Janel L. Sarkos, 642 Fairmont
Avenue, $310,000.

F.F. and E.O. Cichowski to David R.
and Kristin M. Prickitt, 804 Stevens
Avenue, $300,000.

J. and J. Bryk to Coral J. Rusnak
and Ralph Venturino, 425 South Chest-
nut Avenue, $293,500.

M.P. and M.T. Johnson to Joao and
Anabela Silva, 814 East Broad Street,
$213,500.

J. Morgan and L. Johnson to Gregg
L. Lehmberg and Jean Wells
Lehmberg, 528 West Grove Street,
$362,500.

M.A. and N.M. Cafaro to Richard J.
Cotter, Jr. and Alicia F. Cotter, 902
New England Drive, $485,000.

R.M. and S.A. Boucher to David
Carracino and Cindy Manhardt, 915
Grandview Avenue, $190,000.

A.A. and G. Stott to Laura Johnson,
115 Cambridge Road, $257,250.

R.W. and R.W. Muehienhard, Trust
to Xiaozhuang Wang and Xiaofan Sun,
68 Tamaques Way, $217,000.

Estate of L. Angelo to Robert W. and
Helen M. Coe, 15 Cowperthwaite
Street, $235,000.

A. M. and T. A. Setaro to John
Penfold, 248 Hazel Avenue, $240,500.

M. M. and E. Eisen to Lynn M. Des-
sert, 786 Warren Street, $287,000.

W. and R. L. Pidkameny to Stephen
C. and Mary R. Doyle, 722 Carleton
Road, $315,000.

V & R Realty to Dominic and Robyn
Larché, 930 Dunham Avenue, $450,000.

J. Reddo to Cathleen F. Wagner,
312 Ayliffe Avenue, $168,000.

EXCELLENCE IN EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES...The Westfield
Rescue Squad was presented with the First Aid Squad Award from Overlook
Hospital, Summit, during its Second Annual Excellence in Emergency Medical
Services Awards Dinner held this spring. Presenting the award to first aid squad
members is Dr. James Itzcovitz, second from right, Director of Emergency
Medical Services for Overlook. Westfield Squad member Richard A. Jackson,
center, back, also received the Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) Excel-
lence Award for his contributions to emergency medical services. Mr. Jackson
holds the position of training sergeant and is responsible for the training of all
squad members. He serves as squad liaison to the area hospitals and was recently
named First Vice President of the Overlook Hospital First Aid Council.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Neighborhood Council Sees
 Three Decades of Growth

A year ago, the Council hired Ezella
Johnson of Montclair as Executive
Director. She came to the position
from a Hudson County YMCA, where
she was Associate Development Di-
rector.

�I want to help the organization to
grow,� Ms. Johnson said, �and I�m
pleased to see it going in the right
direction.�

Ms. Johnson said she is looking to
increase community participation in
the Neighborhood Council�s activi-
ties over the coming year.

�It�s people helping themselves, to
help their children,� she explained.
�We want to give them a sense of
ownership over this center.�

According to the latest figures
available from the state Charitable
Registration Directory, the non-profit
organization had an income of
$86,565 in 1996, which just about
equals the expenses of running Neigh-
borhood Council programs.

Two-thirds of the budget appeared
to come through Westfield�s United
Fund, according to the directory.

Chairman of the Council�s Board
of Trustees, Westfield resident Harold
Cohen, said, �In the past couple of
years, we�re really interested in mov-
ing ahead.�

Mr. Cohen said he was part of the
temple�s tutoring program in 1968,
and is now starting up a volunteer
tutoring program between Westfield
High School and the Council�s af-
ter-school student enrichment pro-
gram.

�High school seniors would tutor
kids once a week� at the center, he
said.

Ms. Johnson confirmed that, �We
welcome all volunteers and commu-
nity members who would like to sup-
port our endeavors.�

Both Mr. Cohen and Ms. Johnson
seem to agree on a goal of fostering
pride in the neighborhood.

�It�s mostly people who are striv-
ing,� Mr. Cohen observed about
neighborhood residents. Housing in
the area is a combination of resident-
owned and rental properties.

According to some, Cacciola Place,
where the center is located, is named
after a local World War I veteran,
Dominick Cacciola.

Last November, Westfield Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim encouraged the
formation of a Westfield Neighbor-
hood Preservation Committee, that
included Cacciola Place and Central
Avenue. The group plans to seek
state funding through a program to
restore and revitalize neighborhoods.

Ms. Johnson commented, �We sup-
port their efforts. (The area) needed a
facelift. Improving the community
will spill over to more active commu-
nity participation.�

Former Westfield residents Harold
and Lois Sarvetnick are working to
organize the Neighborhood Council�s
Saturday, October 10, street fair.

�This (center) is a wonderful place
for kids and adults,� Mrs. Sarvetnick
observed.

The all-day event will include en-
tertainment, food, rides for young
children and other activities.

The center currently provides a
meeting place three days a week for
its 40-member Senior Citizen group;
a busy teen program several eve-
nings a week, and the after-school
program for children 12 years old
and younger.

�We look forward to becoming
more involved in the neighborhood
in which we are located, and in the
community at large,� Ms. Johnson
concluded.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Discusses Panel
For Bond Referendum

arts and auto shop classrooms into
approximately four new classrooms
at Westfield High School.

Installation of new windows in the
entire building is also paramount,
officials said, because some of the
windows do not open. The closed
windows provide inadequate venti-
lation and are considered safety haz-
ards, board members observed.

Lavatories would be updated to
comply with the Americans With
Disabilities Act (ADA); the gymna-
sium folding door would be replaced
because parts for the original door
are no longer available, and seating
in the auditorium would be com-
pleted.

At Edison Intermediate School,
where renovation of the roof was
recently completed, the following im-
provements are needed: full window
replacements, additional lavatory
renovations, replacement of the
gymnasium�s folding door, and cop-
per and fiber optic cabling of class-
rooms to allow access to the Internet.

At Roosevelt Intermediate School,
where the front door has been re-
placed with a matching transom, new
windows are also needed which will
match the front of the building. Other
anticipated renovations include roof
repairs, replacement of the
gymnasium�s folding door, and
Internet cabling.

Along with lavatory renovations
and cabling of classrooms, Franklin
Elementary School is expected to
undergo a second-story renovation
with the addition of nine class-
rooms.

The school will also accommodate
25 to 30 new diagonal parking spaces,
which was a top priority among the
school�s teachers when evaluating
necessary improvements for the ref-
erendum.

If the referendum is approved,
Wilson Elementary School could have
an 1,800-square-foot expansion of
its library, as well as new windows,
lavatory renovations and computer
cabling.

Washington Elementary School
would also undergo a mechanical
renovation, as well as new windows
and ADA compliance needed in lava-
tory renovations.

McKinley Elementary School

could expand with a three-story ad-
dition, allowing for six new class-
rooms with an elevator. The school
also needs roof replacement; heat-
ing, ventilation and air conditioning
upgrades, and computer cabling.
McKinley is the only school that does
not need lavatory replacement.

Floor tile replacement and a pos-
sible renovation to the gymnasium
floor are two top priorities among
planned improvements at Tamaques
Elementary School. Tamaques would
also need lavatory renovation and
computer cabling.

At Jefferson Elementary School,
anticipated improvements include a
new folding door for the gymnasium,
lavatory renovations, computer ca-
bling and a new roof.

Board Secretary Robert Berman,
who presented this compilation of
the proposed renovations to board
members, stated that although the
education specifications were sent to
the State Board of Education in Tren-
ton, preliminary drawings, schemat-
ics and final drawings would also
need to be sent and reviewed.

The fiber optic and copper com-
puter cabling proposed for the eight
schools would cost approximately $1
million, but would allow administra-
tion, staff, students and parents to
collaborate and communicate with
each other.

The board tabled approval of a
contract with the Union County Edu-
cational Services Commission for
rental of Lincoln School for the pe-
riod of July 1, 1998 through June 30,
1999, at a fee of $122,200.

The board decided to wait until it
receives an appraisal of the Elm Street
property which houses its adminis-
trative offices. The building, which
was last appraised in 1996, will be
appraised by the Hoffman Realty &
Appraisal Company, a certified ap-
praisal firm located on Elm Street.

The board approved the appoint-
ments of four paraprofessionals, two
full-time lunchroom aides, three fall
soccer coaches, and compensation to
a Westfield High School custodian
for working a split shift.

The board also noted that four full-
time lunchroom aides would not be
returning for the 1998-1999 school
year.
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Association�s July/August issue of
its publication, School Leader, writes,
�NJSBA supports student instruc-
tion in skills that make it possible for
them to take their places as workers
in society. Further, we view learning
experiences in the workplace as op-
portunities for developing work eth-
ics and attitudes necessary for hold-
ing a job.�

The NJSBA indicated, however, it
did not support career choices being
required from high school students

as early as 11th grade.
Reportedly, the state code also re-

quires career awareness and explora-
tion activities for students in kinder-
garten through eighth grade.

Hearings on the School-to-Work
plan will be held before its adoption
next year.

John Patella, a spokesman for the
NJSBA confirmed, �We want to be a
part of the process in defining the
regulations. We will be conveying the
concerns of local districts,� to the state.
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�School-to-Work� Initiative
Faces Some Opposition

Supermarket Prospers
At Senior Citizens� Complex

Ruth B. Smith, Executive Director of
the Senior Citizens Housing Corpo-
ration. �We all want [the store] to
continue. It�s so good for us,� Mrs.
Smith said. Senior residents can be
found chatting and eating breakfast
at the shop.

A review of the retail operation
will happen in October. In a coopera-
tive arrangement, ShopRite provided
the initial investment of approxi-
mately $3,000 in merchandise, the
Senior center provided the retail
space, and employees are clients from
the occupational training school.

According to a Wakefern spokes-
woman, ShopRite started its �career
partnership� program that brought
about training stores like The Shoppe
in the mid-1980s, to buck up the
entry-level workforce for the super-

market industry. At that time, the
retail industry realized it was facing
a severe labor shortage.

Reportedly, ShopRite as well as
other retailers hired graduates of the
supermarket training program, which
has won Federal and state grants over
the past 10 years. The project has also
been cited for numerous awards.

Prices at the convenience market
are no higher than those at the larger
ShopRite stores. For example, a can
of Campbell�s chicken noodle soup is
67 cents, a 14-ounce jar of Ragu
spaghetti sauce is $1.39 and a 10-
ounce box of Cheerios is $2.19.

In fact, last week during a rush at the
store, a customer was overheard say-
ing, �It�s too crowded here for me.�

�Me too,� said her friend, as they
sat down for morning coffee.

amount to be raised by taxes has been
leveling off the past few years. The school
tax levy is the only part of the property
tax bill which goes before voters.

The increase this year in the tax levy
was $1.13 million, as compared to $1.11
million in 1997 and $1.4 million in 1996.
The 1991 budget saw a spike of $3.15
million in taxes, with the 1992 levy up
$2.75 million.

According to figures supplied by school
officials, the district�s budget has gone
from $22.48 million in 1984-1985 to
$32.25 million for the 1989-1990 school
year, $45.49 million in 1994-1995, and
$52.02 million for the current year.

Mr. Berman, who came from the
Randolph school district, where he served
in the same capacity, said a district can
take a number of initiatives to cut down
the reliance on property taxes.

He said the district might want to
explore combining services with the town
for work on buildings and school grounds,
general maintenance and maintenance
on athletic fields. He said recycling ser-
vices could also be combined.

Mrs. Jacobson said the state has tied
the district�s hands in putting limits on
the amount of money that can be stored
away as surplus should an emergency
develop, such as a fire or a roof collapse
on one of the schools.

The board used $2.09 million, or
roughly half of its total surplus this year,
to offset the increase in taxes. In fact, the
increase was originally to be 7 cents, but
was reduced in the end to 6 cents.

Mrs. Jacobson noted that it was with
surplus funds that the district funded the
six additional classrooms at Jefferson
and Wilson Elementary Schools last year.

This was a result of a $6 million in-
crease in the town�s tax base from last
year. That dropped a projected increase
of $122 for owners of a home assessed at
$174,000, the average assessment in
town, to $104 to support the local school
system.

�This board has been trying to use its
funds in a very fiscally responsible way,�
she said.

Mr. Berman said the district needs to
�get the best bang for our buck,� when
going out to bid for services and con-
struction work in the district.

One problem Westfield is facing, offi-
cials have said, is the lack of space for
classrooms. A $7.6 million bond referen-
dum to build 21 classrooms at four
schools, and to complete improvements
at five schools, was overwhelmingly de-
feated by voters in December of 1994.

This time around, the district is taking
no chances. Education officials have an-
nounced the creation of a Citizens Advi-
sory Committee made up of community
members to explore the feasibility of
putting another referendum before vot-
ers.

�We are out of room in a couple of our
schools,� Mrs. Jacobson explained.

The bond would also fund some of the
district�s technology initiatives.

Mrs. Jacobson noted that the referen-
dum would replace a 1986 $5.96 million
bond which is nearly paid off. The plan
helped pay for capital improvements to
the schools, fields, and other areas.

One expense Mrs. Jacobson was not
happy with is that for the Union County
Magnet High School for Science, Math
and Technology. She said the district
will pay tuition in the amount of $54,000,
plus transportation costs, to send nine
students to the school based on the Voca-
tional Technical Schools campus in
Scotch Plains.

Mrs. Jacobson, while supporting the
accelerated learning concept of the pro-
gram, said she believes parents should
pick up the tab since it is more or less a
private high school chosen by students.

In addition to school budget increases,
the starting wage for teachers has risen
from $18,500 in 1985 to over $38,000
today.

Noting mandated increases for teacher
salaries in the early 1980s by the state,
Mrs. Jacobson said the district�s increases
in the current teachers� contracts range
from 3.5 to 4.5 percent over the length of
the three-year pact. A decade ago, those
numbers were 8 percent and up, she noted.
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Low State Aid is Cited
As Reason for Tax Increase


