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Local Officials Prepare for Y2K Transition
But Do Not Anticipate Any Major Glitches

Editor’s Note: This article is the
first in a series on the Y2K issue. The
next installment in the series will
feature an update on how the stores
and banks are weathering the extra
demands.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With the Y2K millennium transi-
tion quickly approaching, township
and county officials are preparing for
the moment for which we have all
been waiting.

In that moment of truth, when all
of our computer calendars strike the
year 2000, will the lights flicker and
plunge us into total darkness? Will
our 9-1-1 emergency calls fall on
dead lines? Will that meddlesome

bug bring down the massive network
of computers on which we have all
become so dependent?

Before you go out and buy that
back-up generator, here is what the
officials think will happen:

“Probably nothing,” said Don
Wormley, Coordinator for the Scotch
Plains Department of Emergency
Management. Mr. Wormley has at-
tended numerous meetings with all
of the major utility companies
throughout this year, including
PSE&G, Elizabethtown Water and
Gas, Bell Atlantic and other big in-
dustry representatives. All of them
said they are expecting a smooth
Y2K transition, according to the
Emergency Management Coordina-

tor.
“Even though we have mobilized

for a worst case scenario, we really
don’t anticipate any major problems,”
Mr. Wormley explained. “I will be in
my office on New Year’s Eve, and
every major emergency service, such
as police, fire and rescue squads, will
have extra personnel on standby, but
we don’t think that anything will go
wrong,” he added.

All of the major utility companies
will also have extra personnel on
hand to make the transition a smooth
one, according to Mr. Wormley.

“The major utility companies have
assured us that they are Y2K ready
and compliant,” added Westfield’s
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim. “How-
ever, they also have warned us that
there are no absolute guarantees,” he
stated.

“For this reason, we are fully pre-
pared to handle any emergency situ-

ation,” the Mayor added.
Police Chief Robert Carboy, who

heads the Office of Emergency Man-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Election Board to Put Investigation
Into Fourth Ward Race to Rest

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Union County Board of Elec-
tions will conduct no additional in-
vestigation into alleged “irregulari-
ties” in Westfield’s Fourth Ward poll-
ing place located at the high school
that was observed by a town voter on
November 2, according to Patricia
Formato, the Union County Elec-
tions Board Administrator.

Mrs. Formato told The Westfield

Leader that following the Board of
Elections investigation in late No-
vember into the alleged “irregulari-
ties” that showed nothing out of the
ordinary occurred, the board’s find-
ings were sent to the New Jersey
Attorney General’s Office for review.

The attorney general’s office has
since reported back to Mrs. Formato
that it was satisfied with her investi-
gation and would suggest no further
inquiry, she said.

Robert Ratner of Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield, who wrote the
original letter requesting the investi-
gation following observations he had
made at the high school polling place,
penned a second letter to the county’s
board after its investigation was con-
cluded. He asked that another inves-
tigation occur, stating that the Board
of Elections had “neither addressed
nor resolved my concerns.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Opponent of ShopRite Construction Decides
Not to Appeal Recent Superior Court Ruling

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

One of the attorneys representing a
local resident opposing the construc-
tion of a large ShopRite supermarket
on North Avenue in Garwood has

decided not to appeal a recent Supe-
rior Court decision to allow the build-
ing of the grocery store.

William Butler, a Westfield attor-
ney representing Garwood resident
John Weidel, said that his client has

decided not to appeal the decision of
Superior Court Judge Edward W.
Begin, Jr. Judge Beglin ruled on
October 14 that the Garwood Plan-
ning Board had been right in grant-
ing approval in 1995 to Village Su-
permarkets of Springfield to con-
struct a grocery store on North Av-
enue.

Both Mr. Butler and Brian Fahey,
a Westfield attorney who represents
Dr. and Mrs. Ulf Dowling also of
Westfield, have until Thursday, De-
cember 16, to file an appeal to the
state New Jersey Superior Court-
Appellate Division.

Mr. Butler said his client made a
decision on December 1 that an ap-
peal would not be filed. He said that
there were a number of reasons for
the decision, but that they were con-
fidential and could not be revealed.

Mr. Fahey has not returned re-
peated phone calls on whether or not
he will appeal the judge’s decision.

Even if Mr. Fahey’s client decides
not to appeal, it is unclear how poised
Village Supermarkets officials are to
move on the construction of the gro-
cery store.

Village Supermarkets still has not
purchased the property where
Westfield Lumber and Home Center
now sits.

Norman Sevell, owner of Sevell
Towing of Westfield and who also
owns the Westfield Lumber and Home
Center property, filed a lawsuit last
summer claiming that the supermar-
ket chain had not lived up to its
promise of making monthly payments
to Mr. Sevell.

Edwin J. McCreedy, an attorney
with McCreedy & Cox of Cranford
who is representing Mr. Sevell in the
case, explained that in 1994-1995,
Mr. Sevell indicated to Village Su-
permarkets that he thought that he
had waited long enough for his prop-
erty to be sold and that he wanted out
of the agreement.

He had been under an agreement to
sell the property since 1992.

At that time, Village Supermar-
kets urged him not to back out of the
deal and agreed to make monthly
payments to Mr. Sevell until the com-
pany actually developed the prop-
erty, the attorney said. Village Su-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Health Board Recommends
Fluoridating Town’s Water

By DEBORAH MADISON
 and KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Regional Board of
Health unanimously passed a resolu-
tion Monday recommending that
Westfield’s Mayor and Town Coun-
cil pursue fluoridation of the town’s
water supply.

The tap water which town resi-
dents now receive does not have fluo-
ride added to it, and Mayor Thomas
C. Jardim and the regional Board of
Health have been collaborating in an
investigation of the possibility of fluo-
ridating the water supply for the last
year.

A public hearing was held Mon-
day in the Community Room of

Westfield’s Municipal Building to
gauge residents’ response, but no
residents attended.

But following a lengthy discussion
by health board members and a pre-
sentation by an Elizabethtown Water
Company representative, it was de-
cided fluoridation of local water
should be pursued.

Mayor Jardim, contacted prior to
the meeting, said fluoridation is ac-
tually a matter that he began looking
into about two years ago, when local
residents asked him if the water was
fluoridated. When he found out the
water was not, he contacted the Board
of Health for the board’s viewpoint
on fluoridation.

Board of Health members said they

thought fluoridation was worth pur-
suing, but found out that there are
many communities being serviced by
the same Elizabethtown Water Com-
pany line and that if one community
decided to have its water supply fluo-
ridated, then every community would
have to receive the added fluoride as
well.

Currently, Elizabethtown Water
Company provides fluoridation to
municipalities west and south of its
Bridgewater plant, but not to the 27
municipalities east of the plant, ac-
cording to Anthony Matarazzo, Man-
ager of Environmental Affairs for
Elizabethtown Water.

The towns west and south of
Bridgewater that currently receive
fluoride are on different lines and
were supplied by different water com-
panies before being taken over by
Elizabethtown Water, Mr. Matarazzo
stated.

When Elizabethtown took over
those water companies, they contin-
ued to fluoridate those lines.

“The distribution system to towns
east of Bridgewater is interconnected;
the communities cannot be isolated
because they all receive their water
supply from the same line,” Mr.
Matarazzo explained.

For this reason, all 27 municipali-
ties would have to unanimously agree
to fluoridate, according to Mr.
Matarazzo.

Mayor Jardim wrote letters in Au-
gust and September to all of the other
26 communities, asking if they would
be interested in pursuing the matter.

Besides Westfield, the communi-
ties that do not have fluoride added to
their water include Bound Brook, Clark,
Cranford, Dunellen, Edison, Elizabeth,
Fanwood, Garwood, Green Brook, Hill-
side, Kenilworth, Linden, Middlesex,

Parents Alerted After
Student Is Approached
By Stranger in Vehicle

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield public school officials
issued an alert to parents, students
and staff members this week after
receiving a report that an unidenti-
fied man attempted to coax an el-
ementary school student into his car
on Monday afternoon.

Dr. Margaret Dolan, Principal of
Franklin Elementary School, identi-
fied the youngster only as an “older
child” at the Prospect Street school. CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

The individual who approached the
student remained in his car, but rolled
down the window and told the child,
“Get in the car. Your mother wants
me to drive you home because it’s too
wet.”

She said the child ignored the
suspect’s request and walked quickly
to his home, where he immediately
told his mother about the incident.
The mother then called the Westfield
Police Department.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Rec. Commission Accepts Group’s
Changes to Park and Pool Plans

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Recreation Com-
mission Monday night voted 5-4 in
favor of accepting the subcommittee’s
recommendations for amendments
to proposed plans to expand Memo-
rial Park and Pool.

Voting in favor of approving the
subcommittee’s modified renovations
were Tom Cusimano, Robert Smith,
Melvyn Coren, Chairman Dr.
Seymour Koslowsky and Peter
Echausse.

The four Commission members
who voted against accepting the rec-
ommendations were Debra Judd, Sal
Antonelli, Janis Fried Weinstein and
Jonathan Jones.

The audience of more than 60 resi-
dents gave the Recreation Commis-
sion a rousing round of applause for
their favorable vote. The
subcommittee’s report was presented
during the commission’s regular
monthly meeting.

The original commission proposal,
which included extensive renovations
to the Memorial Park and to Memo-
rial Pool met with strong opposition
from area residents who claimed that
the proposed project would adversely
encroach too close to their proper-
ties.

The subcommittee, which con-
sisted of three area residents, three
commission members and one sports
league representative, met several
times to make modifications to the
original proposal in order to make
the plans more acceptable to area
residents.

The subcommittee’s modification
recommendations for Memorial Park
were as follows: 1: Including igloo-
shaped backstops with winged fences
for all four ball fields; 2: Eliminating
the proposed Drake Place parking
lot; 3: Eliminating the proposed
hockey area; 4: Incorporating a drain-
age substrate into the athletic fields;

5: adding boulders or gates to pre-
vent vehicle access to the fields, and
6: Renovating the existing parking
lot to incorporate 90 more spaces by
adding a row of parking along North
Scotch Plains Avenue and an addi-
tional row along the tennis courts,
which leaves a larger buffer zone
between the lot and existing property
lines.

The subcommittee’s recommenda-
tions for Memorial Pool included: 1:
Eliminating the proposed adult wad-
ing pool and not moving the existing
fence any closer to West Broad Street
property lines; 2: Keeping the play-
ground equipment in its current lo-
cation; 3: Reducing as much con-
crete as is reasonably possible in and
around the proposed water slide and
lap pool; 4: Incorporating a diving
tank; 5: Maintaining the current con-
figuration of the main pool and in-
cluding entry steps on both shallow
sides, and 6: Keeping the volleyball
court in its current location.

Two items that were left undecided
by the subcommitte because of lack
of a consensus of the seven members,
included whether to move ballfield
No. 3 back towards the woods and

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In a unanimous decision Monday
evening, the Westfield Planning
Board approved a major site plan for
Temple Emanu-El on East Broad
Street to put a second story on the
school portion of the building.

Representatives for the temple,
including Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff,
who first presented the temple’s pro-
posal at the November meeting, stated
that the plan includes removal of a
one-story classroom building and
construction of the two-story addi-
tion in the same location.

Also noted in the changes are plans
to relocate the play area against the
new classroom building instead of its
present location near the parking lot.
The temple plans to add some addi-
tional parking where the existing
playground stands.

The Planning Board approved the
plan with six conditions, including
screening the southwest corner where
the existing playground sits; consult-
ing the neighbors during the con-
struction phase on whether windows

that face adjacent residences should
be tinted; installing blinds on all
windows that face residents; design-
ing a new curb to help alleviate drain-
age problems in residents’ backyards;
placing shields on all air condition-
ing units and redesigning the
headwall on the temple’s southwest
corner drain to keep it from clogging,
pending approval of Town Engineer
Kenneth B. Marsh.

These conditions came after many
neighbors raised concerns regarding
potential problems due to the new
addition.

Eileen Fox, whose property is di-
rectly in back of the current play-
ground area, submitted six photo-
graphs to the board that showed se-
vere flooding problems in her back-
yard, as well as her neighbor’s back-
yard.

Board member Rosemary Millet
asked Mrs. Fox if the pictures were
from Tropical Storm Floyd, which
flooded many parts of this area last
September. Mrs. Fox stated that four
of the six were indeed from the storm,

                                                                                                                              David B. Corbin for The Leader
THEY HAVE THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT…The female barbershop quartet,
Escape, sang “Santa Baby” with heart and soul at the office of The Westfield
Leader on December 4. Pictured, left to right, are: Georgette Chrystal of Scotch
Plains, Shayna Atkinson of Berkeley Heights, Susan Schuman of Fanwood and
Michelle Metallo of Hillsborough. The quartet’s performance was part of the
“Welcome Home to Westfield” festivities offered by the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Downtown Westfield Corporation.

A PAGE OUT OF HOLIDAY HISTORY…Members of the Yuletide Carolers entertained shoppers on December 4 as they
strolled throughout downtown Westfield dressed in Dickens-era garb. Pictured, left to right, are: Susie Paplo, Greg Martz,
Christopher Bentivenga and Luisa Sauter.

Addition for Temple
Ok’d by Planning Bd.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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agement for the Borough of Fanwood,
has also attended Y2K assessment
meetings all year with state, county and
local officials. He concurred with Mr.
Wormley that there should be no prob-
lems out of the ordinary.

“However,” Chief Carboy stated,
“there is always the potential for nor-
mal power failures, for which we
should be prepared.” The Chief has
recommended that residents always
have extra supplies on hand for that
possibility.

Union County Freeholder Linda d.
Stender, who has been working dili-
gently with all of the local emergency
management officials, agreed with this
assessment.

“We want to assure the public that
we have thoroughly evaluated all of the
emergency services and we are fully
prepared to handle any situation that
may arise,” Freeholder Stender stated.

Fanwood’s Police Department has
issued a “do and don’t” list for handling
handle potential Y2K problems at home.
The list of things to do includes:

• Keep a one-week supply of non-
perishable food and bottled water on
hand, along with a manual can opener.

• Fill the fuel tanks for your home
and vehicles.

• Refill all prescriptions.
• Acquire extra batteries for flash-

lights and radios.
• Be sure to have sufficient warm

clothing and bedding.
The don’t list includes:
• Do not call the police for utility

failures. Call any utility company by
dialing (800) 624-0241.

• Do not use an alternate heat source

without adequate ventilation.
• Do not keep large sums of cash on

hand.
The memo stated that the banking

industry is not expecting any interrup-
tion in service.

Westfield’s Y2K tips for residents
include knowing how to turn off the
water, gas and electric main switches in
one’s home and having a fire extin-
guisher on hand.

Westfield officials have also recom-
mended having approximately three
days worth of cash on hand, as one
would for an extended weekend or when
snow-bound.

Residents may also visit the town’s
Web site at www.westfieldnj.com for
additional information, or tune to
WJDM 1530AM or NJ 101.5FM on
Friday, December 31, for updates on
potential Y2K problems.

Mountainside Chief of Police and
Borough Administrator James Debbie
said that a new network was installed in
Borough Hall two weeks ago and is
fully Y2K compliant. His office has
also been in touch with Manor Care
Nursing Home and Children’s Special-
ized Hospital, which have updated their
networks as well.

Like the other town officials, he does
not expect any major problems related
to Y2K.

PSE&G spokeswoman Joey Ander-
son stated that the utility expects Y2K’s
arrival to be “uneventful.” “There is
always the possibility of unpredictable
factors, such as power outages due to
storms, but we do not expect any inter-
ruption of service due to computer prob-
lems,” Ms. Anderson stated.

Mrs. Formato said that while she is
sorry that Mr. Ratner is unhappy with
her inquiry, she feels confident it was
thoroughly conducted.

“Had we been made aware of it (the
“irregularities”) on the day of the elec-
tion, we would have been right out
there,” she said.

“If nothing else comes out of this, I
hope we don’t have the myriad of
cancellations (by poll workers) in
Westfield during the next election,”
she said.

Mrs. Formato also added that in the
future she will ask workers from the
Board of Elections to personally check
each polling place to make sure that
there are enough workers.

Mr. Ratner’s original letter alleged

that one particular poll worker seemed
to have difficulty operating the machine
and had incorrectly carried through some
of the steps that workers are required to
do when signing in voters.

Mrs. Formato argues that the polling
place, and Westfield, in general, expe-
rienced an inordinately high number of
cancellations by poll workers that made
the workers have to handle several jobs.

Mr. Ratner is a voter in the Fourth
Ward, Third District. In a race this year
for a Fourth Ward seat on the Town
Council, Republican incumbent Janis
Fried Weinstein beat Democrat
Schuyler Quackenbush with tallies of
789 to 729. Mr. Quackenbush, how-
ever, beat Mrs. Weinstein in the Third
District by a vote of 174 to 153.

permarkets made payments for 13
months, but shortly after the Westfield
Planning Board turned down the project,
it stopped payments to Mr. Sevell, he
said.

The lawsuit by Mr. Sevell was filed
to force the supermarket chain to live up
to its contract and continue to make the
payments.

In July, Union County Superior Court
Judge Frederick C. Kentz, Jr. ruled that
Village Supermarkets should make back
payments totaling $1.6 million and to
make future payments of some $34,000
a month to Mr. Sevell, Mr. McCreedy
said.

Village Supermarkets, however, has
filed an appeal, which is now pending
in New Jersey Superior Court-Appel-
late Division. Briefs are expected to be
filed in the case in February.

Repeated calls to Village Supermar-
kets were not returned.

The saga of the ShopRite supermar-
ket began more than six years ago when
Village Supermarkets announced plans
to build a ShopRite on the site of the
Westfield Lumber and Home Center
property.

That original plan called for 30 per-
cent of the store to cross into neighbor-
ing Garwood, but created a stir in the
Westfield community among people
concerned about traffic and how the
store would change the nature of the
town.

The proposal ultimately was rejected
by the Westfield Planning Board in
May of 1995 after 45 meetings and
transcripts that totaled more than 5,000

pages. ShopRite officials subsequently
filed a lawsuit against Westfield’s Plan-
ning Board in an attempt to overturn its
1995 decision.

One of ShopRite’s attorneys, Stephen
E. Barcan, of Wilentz, Goldman &
Spitzer of Woodbridge, has said that if
the plan in Garwood finally goes through
and construction begins, ShopRite will
drop all other legal matters against
Westfield.

After Westfield rejected the plan,
ShopRite officials began discussions
with the Garwood Planning Board
about opening a grocery store in
Garwood only. When those discus-
sions began, a number of citizens then
stepped forward and vocally opposed
the new plan.

After the plan was approved by
Garwood in the summer of 1995, law-
suits spawned from the opposition
centered on such arguments as traffic
concerns and that the Garwood Plan-
ning Board had acted improperly in
several areas, including not suffi-
ciently notifying the public about
meetings and record keeping during
those meetings.

Meanwhile, a group of citizens in
Westfield residing near the proposed
ShopRite have recently formed and will
meet to discuss ways to deal with the
traffic that may be created by the new
store. They have already met once with
Westfield Second Ward Town Council-
man Matthew P. Albano and he said
that he will approach the full Town
Council about funding a traffic study
for the area.

Mountainside, North Plainfield,
Piscataway, Plainfield, Roselle, Roselle
Park, Scotch Plains, Somerset, South
Bound Brook, South Plainfield, Union,
Warren and Watchung.

While some municipalities have re-
sponded positively, a few have said no
and many have not corresponded at all.

Mayor Jardim followed up with a
letter, dated October 27, that included
additional information for the affected
communities.

“Fluoridation of the water supply
assists in preventing dental cavities in
children,” he wrote. “The medical and
dental community are supportive of
fluoridation of the water supply as it
eliminates the need to provide fluoride
in other forms (e.g., vitamins) and
makes fluoride available to the general
population for free.”

He further wrote, “The Public Health
Service (1991) endorses .7-1.2 ppm
(parts per million) as the optimally
beneficial level for preventing dental
cavities. For those municipalities which
currently receive fluoridated water from
Elizabethtown Water, fluoride levels
are maintained at the lower end of this
range, or .2-.6 ppm, which is slightly
above the naturally occurring fluoride
level of .1 ppm.”

The Mayor also acknowledged in the
letter the concern some people have
about adding fluoride to a water supply.

“In the past there have been argu-
ments made against the fluoridation of
water due to health hazards associated
with fluoride ingested at very high con-
centrations (79 ppm).

“Toothpaste and mouthwash are, in
fact, marked with warnings about fluo-
ride, however, in reality one would
have to consume several tubes of tooth-
paste or bottles of mouthwash at a
time to reach a fluoride level danger-
ous to one’s health,” the Mayor stated
in the letter.

The Mayor’s letter concluded by say-
ing, “We feel that the benefits of fluori-
dation of water outweigh the remote
health risks.”

Robert M. Sherr, Health Officer for
the Board of Health, said that from a
public health standpoint, there is no
reason not to add fluoride to the water.

Mr. Sherr added that it is a matter
that the State of New Jersey really
should address, as there are many water
supplies in the state that do not pro-
vide additional fluoride in the water,
noting that perhaps pressure on elected
state officials may be one way to get
action.

During Monday’s discussion, Mr.
Matarazzo asked members of the Board
of Health if they have assessed the
incidence of cavities among the town’s
children and whether there is a need to
fluoridate.

Board of Health member Dr.
Lawrence Budnick replied that parents
are now forced to supplement their
children’s diet with extra fluoride. How-
ever, because there is an incidence of
naturally occurring fluoride in ground
water of approximately .1 to 1 parts per
million, and because this amount is not
constant, supplementation can be hap-
hazard and risky, as too much fluoride
can be harmful, according to Dr.
Budnick. For this reason, fluoridating
would resolve the consistency prob-
lem.

The Environmental Protection
Agency has recommended a therapeu-
tic dose of fluoride to be between .7 and
1.2 parts per million. Higher doses can
cause white spots or a brown mottling
of the teeth and promote enamel decay,
according to Carmella Warne, a Public
Health Coordinator with the Visiting
Nurse Affiliate that provides nursing
and health education services to the
Board of Health.

Ms. Warne addressed the board re-
garding her research of fluoridation.
She stated that there was more litera-
ture against water fluoridation and that
she had difficulty finding research in
favor.

Board member Dr. Drew Harris cau-
tioned the board, “to adhere to the le-
gitimate scientific evidence in favor of
fluoridation and not the questionable
circumstantial evidence against it.” Dr.
Harris is also the President-Elect of the
New Jersey Public Health Association.

Ms. Warne explained that the issue
of fluoridation is more significant for
socio-economically disadvantaged
children, in poorer communities, who
may not be receiving proper dental
care or sufficient fluoride supplemen-
tation.

The board expressed its desire to
support the issue for the benefit of those
children, even though Westfield does
not have a significant disadvantaged
population.

Dr. Harris disagreed that affluence
prevents cavities, citing his cavity-prone
childhood despite proper dental care.

Dr. Budnick agreed that the scien-
tific evidence shows a 40 to 50 percent
reduction rate in cavities in fluoridated
communities.

The Mayor and the Town Council
will try to re-contact those communi-
ties that have not replied on the issue of
fluoridation, and an effort will be made
to encourage the other communities to
pursue fluoridation, board members
indicated.

The Board of Health members said
they will recommend to the Mayor that
towns voting against fluoridation be asked
to give their reasons why they reject the
proposed change in the water system.

of incident – to keep walking and report
the incident to an adult right away.

She said teachers at Franklin also
discussed the incident with their stu-
dents in classrooms and that the chil-
dren were encouraged to ask questions
and discuss ways to handle such situa-
tions. Other district schools were tak-
ing similar steps this week to protect
students, she confirmed.

Dr. Dolan commented that the local
police department had been “great”
about helping schools address the situ-
ation. Police patrols were also moni-
toring the area as children walked
home from school, according to a let-
ter sent to parents by Dr. Andrew
Perry, Principal of Wilson Elemen-
tary School.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam J. Foley stated Tuesday that the
incident involving the Franklin School
youngster earlier this week appears to be
an isolated one. The police department
has asked area residents to inform au-
thorities of any other suspicious inci-
dents.

whether the diving tank should house a
three-meter diving board in addition to
the one-meter diving board being pro-
posed.

After consulting with area residents at
the meeting, the commission voted not
to move ballfield No. 3 back towards the
woods, closer to the property line of a
home on North Scotch Plains Avenue.

After further discussion, the Recre-
ation Commission decided to include a
three-meter board, as well as a one-
meter board in a diving tank, which
would be a separate structure than the
proposed lap pool.

Joseph Penczak, chairman of the sub-
committee, stated that he was cautiously
optimistic regarding the commission’s
approval of the subcommittee’s recom-
mendations. He stated that he was hope-
ful that the commission and the Town
Council would continue to incorporate
all of the subcommittees’ recommen-
dations into their future decision-mak-
ing processes.

In other matters, Nick Gismondi,
President of the Westfield Baseball
League, stated to the Commission that
he did not agree with the Gumbert Park
subcommittee’s recommendation to
eliminate the concession stand from the
proposed storage facility.

A subcommittee consisting of three
neighborhood residents, three Recre-
ation Commission members and Mr.
Gismondi, as a league representative,
was formed last month to address the
community’s concerns over proposed
renovations to Gumbert Park.

He said that the findings of the sub-
committee that a concession stand would
create more litter were unfounded. He
also stated that he represented more than
1,200 youth who play baseball and that
a concession stand would benefit these
children and the league.

Resident subcommittee representa-
tive John Cannizzaro said that he was
“offended” that the baseball league was
not accepting the subcommittee’s rec-
ommendations. Mr. Cannizzaro stated
that the subcommittee compromised
from not wanting a storage facility at
all, to accepting a modified one and that
Mr. Gismondi was not making any com-
promises in turn.

Salter Place resident Susan Long
stated that she had concerns that the
Recreation Commission would discount
the recommendations of the subcom-
mittee and resort to making a decision
without considering their needs.

“Allowing us to express our opinions
and form a subcommittee seems like a
smokescreen,” Mrs. Long commented.

Dr. Koslowsky explained to the crowd
that the procedure has always been to
hold an open, public portion of the
meeting, when residents could speak,
then to close the meeting, to give the
commission an opportunity to discuss
issues.

“The commission has not yet had an
opportunity to discuss the recommen-
dations of the subcommittees for the
two parks. We need an opportunity to

do that before we can relate back to the
subcommittees or to the public regard-
ing the commission’s position,” stated
Dr. Koslowsky.

Several residents expressed their dis-
agreement with this procedure and
stated that they would prefer to open a
two-way dialogue with the commis-
sion, giving them an opportunity to
express their concerns after hearing the
commission’s opinions, but before the
commission voted on the
subcommittee’s recommendations.

After discussion and hearing the
public’s concerns, the Recreation Com-
mission voted to accept the
subcommittee’s recommendations for
a modified storage and bathroom facil-
ity at Gumbert Park. The modified pro-
posal locates the structure where the
batting cages currently exist along the
South Chestnut Street side.

The batting cages will be moved to a
more suitable location, not impacting
the neighborhood, according to Com-
mission members. The structure will
not include a roll-up concession win-
dow and the existing 8-foot by 8-foot
shed will be torn down. Foliage and
landscaping will be added to enhance
the facility’s appearance.

In other business, Kim Sokol of Irv-
ing Place and Caroline Loffredo of Bou-
levard presented design drawings to
the commission of proposed playground
equipment for Sycamore Park.

Mrs. Sokol surveyed the residents
whose properties border the park re-
garding their equipment preferences for
the park. The commission agreed to
submit the designs to Hackettstown-
based Kinsey Associates, the architec-
tural firm hired to design the park reno-
vations, for review.

Third Ward Councilman John Walsh,
who serves as council liaison to the
Recreation Commission, addressed the
commission regarding park mainte-
nance needs throughout the town. Mr.
Walsh suggested that the commission
might be more successful in obtaining
funding from the Town Council by
outsourcing some of the town’s park-
maintenance needs, rather than propos-
ing a parks maintenance department,
which would raise taxes considerably.

Mr. Walsh also addressed the com-
plexity involved in scheduling of the
town’s school fields.

Graceland Place resident Carol Smith
suggested to the commission that many
of the town’s school fields were under-
utilized while Memorial Park fields
were over-utilized.

She and her husband, Vaughn Smith,
have made several video-tapes of this
over utilization of Memorial Park fields,
while school fields remain empty.

Mrs. Smith suggested that the com-
mission could work out a schedule with
the schools in order to remedy this
disparity and lessen the impact on their
neighborhood.

The next Recreation Commission
meeting is scheduled for Monday, Janu-
ary 10.

Planning Bd. Okays Plan
For Temple Emanu-El

but that two others were not.
She testified that the yards which

abut the temple property frequently
become flooded because of inadequate
drains from the temple. She stated that
they frequently become clogged with
debris, thus causing water to back up
and seep into neighboring yards.

Other residents had similar com-
ments, as well as concerns regarding
lighting, parking and traffic.

Elizabeth Jackabello, who also lives
in back of the temple, stated that while
she empathized with the needs of the
temple, she thought the board’s deci-
sion “should be counterbalanced with
the needs of our neighborhood.”

She echoed the drainage concerns
and also mentioned fears that lighting
from the temple’s second story would
spill into her living room. She said she
was also worried about the expansion
bringing a big boost in the temple’s
enrollment.

Rabbi Kroloff, for whom the new
learning center will be named, testified
that the planned addition was not con-
ceived to increase the student popula-
tion of the temple’s religious education
program, but to house those currently
enrolled.

He stated that the temple’s religious
education program had outgrown the
school building many years ago. Rabbi
Kroloff told Planning Board members
that approximately 720 students were
currently enrolled, with an additional
80 students participating in the temple’s
nursery school.

He contended that the school’s en-
rollment has only grown approximately
2 percent in recent years.

Even after hearing Rabbi Kroloff’s

testimony, many residents were con-
cerned about an increase in traffic to
what they termed as an already “trouble-
some” area.

Kelly Stricker testified that her hus-
band was stuck in his driveway for
more than 15 minutes on Wells Street
last Saturday after services at the temple.
She was concerned that any addition to
the house of worship would only “com-
pound the heavy traffic.”

Other residents, such as Betty List,
added that emergency vehicles “would
never make it to their homes during
these peak times.” She added, “I don’t
know how adding a building can help
an intolerable situation now. I think
there should be a greater consideration
to existing problems.”

Acting Planning Board Chairman
Robert Newell, told audience members
that the town was going to be conduct-
ing a major study of Broad Street and
was planning to address some of the
traffic issues specific to that area.

Former Town Attorney Charles
Brandt, who represented the temple in
its appeal, addressed the board and
audience members by stating that the
temple was eager to work with the
residents and “make an effort to deal
with the many issues brought up during
the meeting.”

According to municipal board records
discussed at the meeting, this is the
fourth time the temple has sought vari-
ances for expansion. Mr. Newell stated
that the last time the temple had applied
for variances due to expansion was in
1986. He also stated that in 1967, the
temple applied for an expansion of their
parking lot and was denied. The first
expansion was in 1964.

Westfield Intermediate
Schools Debut iMacs;

Classrooms Needed by 2004
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Approximately 29
turquoise iMac computers in the writ-
ing lab at Edison Intermediate School
were unveiled to members of the
Westfield Board of Education and the
public on Tuesday evening.

The new computers, which have been
in operation for the last two weeks at
both Edison and Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate schools, were demonstrated by Lan-
guage Arts Supervisor for grades 6
through 8, Barbara Ball; seventh grade
Language Arts Extension teacher at
Edison Intermediate, Debbie Vezos and
seventh-grade Language Arts Exten-
sion teacher at Roosevelt School, Rose
McCully.

“Welcome to your writing labs. This
belongs to you, the student, and no one
else,” Ms. Ball said she told students
when they first viewed the iMacs.

Sixth- and seventh-grade pupils were
given an orientation on using the com-
puters through their Language Arts
Extension course. Eighth graders also
had an opportunity to make friends
with the new hardware when they took
the tail end of a unit test in literature,
according to Ms. Ball.

Sixth- and seventh-grade students
leave their gym classes one day per
week in order to utilize the iMacs, ac-
cording to Ms. Vezos.

However, Ms. Ball added that a cal-
endar has been posted to allow students
and teachers to sign up for computer
time on an “as need and an appropriate
basis.”

Ms. Vezos told the board that upon
entering the lab, students must place
their backpacks on a shelf, go to their
assigned seats, examine their
computer’s desktop and at the end of a
session, leave the lab the way they
would want to find it.

Although the computers are not
prepped for Internet browsing and re-
search, each iMac contains Microsoft
Bookshelf ’98, which allows students
to perform all of the necessary research
for reports and projects.

The software program includes Dic-
tionary Find, Thesaurus Find, Quota-
tion Find, Atlas Find, Encyclopedia
Find, Chronology Find, Almanac Find,
Internet Dictionary Find and Computer
Dictionary Find, among others.

Using these functions, students were
able to complete a “Scavenger Hunt,”
which asked pupils to name two books
written by Ernest Hemingway, find the
year Maya Angelou was born, listen to
the sound of a grackle, locate a quota-
tion by Robert Frost, list 10 figures of
speech and name five movies that came
out between 1995 and 1996.

One of the most unique features al-
lows students to enjoy a 360-degree
view of Grand Canyon National Park in
Arizona. Using the mouse button, the
canyon becomes a life-like tour, swirl-
ing about the screen, opening up an-
other world where students feel as if
they are experiencing the Canyon itself.

The iMacs will be Internet-ready af-
ter all of the computers at Roosevelt
School have been connected by techni-
cians, according to Technical Supervi-
sor Darlene Nowak.

Ms. Ball noted that several story writ-
ing and writing/structure software pro-
grams will be available to the students
at the lab. One such program, “Gram-
mar Gargoyles,” allows students to
make structuring a compound sentence
interesting.

“We’ll build as we go,” she said.
The iMacs are also capable of trans-

lating disks and files that are in
Microsoft Word and Microsoft
WordPerfect format. Once electronic
mail is available, students will be able
to e-mail a project to and from their
homes. Computer virus protection will
also be available.

“It is really a pleasure to have this,
watching how enthused the kids are,”
reported Ms. Ball. “This is exactly what

we had hoped for and we are delighted
to have it.”

After returning to the board meeting
in the Edison School library following
the iMac demonstration, Superinten-
dent of Schools, Dr. William J. Foley,
noted that elementary education expe-
rience will now be a qualification for
the Language Arts Supervisor K-8 po-
sition proposed last week by the school
board.

Board Secretary and Business Ad-
ministrator Robert A. Berman told the
board that five first-grade classes at
Franklin Elementary School which were
bussed throughout the district because
of construction at their home school
have officially returned to their class-
rooms.

Concerned last week about water
damage caused by leaks during con-
struction of a second-story addition at
the school, which have since been re-
paired, Mr. Berman noted that “every-
thing went well” on Monday when the
pupils settled back in their classrooms.

Board member Eileen Satkin reported
that the Long Range Planning Commit-
tee has continued to examine the enroll-
ment numbers that have climbed con-
siderably, pointing to a need for at least
11 classrooms at Westfield High School
by the year 2004.

Ms. Satkin noted that the adminis-
tration is preparing a list of alternatives
that include using the former Lincoln
School as a magnet school, establish-
ing a science and technology wing at
the high school or using the National
Guard Armory in town.

Dr. Foley added that the county’s
Superintendent of Schools will look at
the condition of four rooms at the Ar-
mory which may be converted into class-
rooms, to see if they could aid in the
imminent enrollment boom.

Under final board business, the first
section of the district’s Special Educa-
tion policies, which were approved for
first reading on November 9, were given
the green light for final reading on Tues-
day.

Director of Student Personnel Ser-
vices, Dr. Ted Kozlik, reported that
although some additional “tweaks”
would probably need to be made to the
policies, they were definitely ready to
be approved by the board.

Toastmasters to Meet
Tonight in Westfield
WESTFIELD – Toastmasters of

Westfield will ring in the holidays
at their meeting tonight, Thursday,
December 9, from 7:45 to 9:30 p.m.
at Sunrise Assisted Living of
Westfield, 240 Springfield Avenue.
Refreshments will be served.

Toastmaster for the evening will
be Jim Van de Water of Maplewood.
Karen Sciaraffa will be the guest
speaker and Anne Baker of
Westfield will host “holiday table
topics.” All are invited to attend.

Participants will have an op-
portunity to meet group members
and learn about the organization.
Toastmasters provide a mutually
supportive and positive learning
environment for individuals seek-
ing to develop communication and
leadership skills, self-confidence
and personal growth.

Toastmasters of Westfield meets
the first, second and fourth Thurs-
days of each month. Tonight’s
meeting will be the last meeting
for December. The group will re-
sume its meetings beginning on
Thursday, January 6.

For more information about
Toastmasters of Westfield, please
visit www.westfieldnj.com/toast
or call Noel Crawford, President
of Toastmasters of Westfield, at
(908) 654-9757.

Letters were sent to parents Tuesday
from each of the town’s six elementary
schools, advising them of the incident
and encouraging them to talk with their
children about “stranger danger” situa-
tions, Dr. Dolan said.

She added that she sent e-mails con-
taining similar information to
Westfield’s two intermediate schools.
Based on conversations she had with
both parents and students yesterday
morning, the Principal said, it was ob-
vious that families had reviewed the
information together.

“It was very clear that parents had
spoken to their children,” the Principal
remarked.

She revealed that each September,
the Westfield Police Department con-
ducts safety assemblies in the local
schools to inform children about how to
protect themselves in dangerous situa-
tions.

Dr. Dolan noted that the youngster
who was approached by the man in the
car had used one of the recommended
strategies when dealing with this type
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