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Women for Women Faced With Looking for New Home as ShopRite
Becomes More Likely at Westfield Lumber Site on North Avenue

Kevin T. Jackson
Counsellor at Law
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FREE
Ericsson LX677
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PLANS
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William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOME SWEET HOME?...The possible construction of a ShopRite in Garwood
has caused Women for Women of Union County, a crisis and transition group,
to begin looking for a new home.

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD - Women for Women
of Union County, Inc., the local, pri-
vate organization that offers services
to women in crisis and transition, has
received a $5,000 grant to set up a new
resource center, but may not have a
permanent home to house it in.

The organization, currently located
in a green-sided two-story structure
at 511 North Avenue in Garwood, is
on the site of the proposed, contro-
versial ShopRite grocery store.
Norman Sevell, owner of Sevell Tow-
ing of Westfield, also owns the West-

field Lumber and Home Center and
adjacent property where the Women
for Women of Union County, Inc.
sits.

Marilyn Spera, Executive Director
of Women for Women, said that the
group knew when it began renting
space in the spot from Mr. Sevell
three years ago that it would not be
forever as Mr. Sevell was under con-
tract with Village Supermarkets to
sell the property.

While the possibility of having to
move was always in the back of the
Board of Directors’ minds, much of
the volunteers’ efforts have been spent

in raising awareness of the group and
increasing funding sources, Mrs.
Spera explained.

Still, with recent news that indi-
cates that ShopRite may be able to
begin construction in the near future,
now the group faces the real possibil-
ity of having to move.

Mrs. Spera said that the group
wants to retain the feel of a house that
the North Avenue building now af-
fords Women for Women. She said
that since the group moved into the
building three years ago, the new
visibility increased the number of
walk-in clients and allowed the group
to offer counseling and self-help
groups seven days a week at various
hours of the day.

She said that she and her 18 Board
of Director members have discussed
the possibility of physically moving
the building to some undetermined
local property, or to share housing
with another group. She admitted,
however, that the group had not got-
ten far yet in its discussion.

In the meantime, the group will
proceed with the resource center,
which was funded by a recent $5,000
Westfield Foundation grant, and aim
to make it as portable as possible so it
can be relocated. The resource center
will include sofas, book shelves and
new resource books and tapes for
women to borrow or to use.

Mrs. Spera pointed to the meager
resource collection the group now
has during a recent interview with
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. About 50
books are held on two small book-

cases nestled against a wall of the
office.

Despite the specter of having to
find a new home, getting the funding
to put together the new resource cen-
ter together signals a step forward for
the 15-year-old group.

The group was founded by West-
field resident Teresa McGeary who
decided, after seeing women’s group
in other parts of the state, that Union
County needed an alternative pro-
gram for women going through cri-
ses or transitions in their lives.

The idea was to offer low-cost coun-
seling, an inviting place to discuss
problems and mostly a friendly ear to
all women in Union County. When
the program began, there were of-
fices in Roselle, Plainfield and West-
field, but because the program is
nearly 100 percent dependent on vol-
unteers it was able to keep only the
Westfield office open.

After 12 years with the group, Mrs.
McGeary retired three years ago and
passed on the baton to Mrs. Spera, a
Scotch Plains resident who had be-
come active with the organization
about one year after it began. Under
her direction, Mrs. Spera has sought
outside funding and tried to raise
awareness about the group’s pro-
grams.

Because of Mrs. Spera’s involve-
ment in local politics - her husband,
Gabe,  was a mayor in Scotch Plains
and remains active in the local Re-
publican party - she knew where to
seek outside funding and has been
successful for the last three years in
getting state grant money. The first

year, the group received $25,000 and
for the last two years has received
$30,000 for each year.

She also was successful in finding
the current North Avenue site through

support groups, however, is not for
women but for the children of women
and men who are divorced.

The program “Children Helping
Children” is run by Westfield resi-

Solid Waste Plan for Disposal of Pharmaceutical Refuse in County
Amended; Donald Goncalves Leaves Bd. After Three Years

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders ap-
proved an ordinance last Thursday to
amend the county’s Solid Waste
Management Plan with regard to the
disposal of non-hazardous pharma-
ceutical waste.

Jonathan Williams, General Coun-
sel for the Union County Utilities
Authority, explained that the ordi-
nance enables pharmaceutical firms
that generate this type of waste to
continue to utilize incinerators of
their choice. Merck & Co., Inc., for
instance, uses its own incinerator.
Other firms either dump in a state-
permitted facility or at out-of-state
sites.

The firms were concerned over
legal and health problems that might
occur should their waste be disposed
of at a landfill operated by the
Hackensack Meadowlands Develop-
ment Commission (HMDC) in
Bergen County.

In the Union County plan, all other
county-generated, non-hazardous
industrial waste, otherwise known as
Type 27 waste, is required to be sent
to the HMDC.

Mr. Williams said the amendment
only deals with waste produced and
processed by the four drug compa-
nies that operate in Union County.

He noted that the firms will pay
$18.51 per ton on the waste, a fee that
will go towards the outstanding debt
on the county’s incinerator in Rahway.
The ordinance will also enable the
county to monitor the disposal of this
waste.

Each of the drug companies will be
required to contract with the UCUA
as part the solid waste plan amend-
ment.

Mr. Williams said the firms were
concerned that if this type of waste
were put in landfills, the garbage
dump’s workers or other persons
would be exposed to health risks
associated with this type of waste.

“So by incineration, we are insur-
ing that this waste...will be destroyed
as it should be,” he told the board.

Dr. Joseph Spatola, Executive Di-
rector of the UCUA, noted the amend-
ment to the solid waste plan was
approved by the Union County Solid
Waste Advisory Board.

Francis Janusz, a Rahway council-
man, urged the board “to take a long
hard look at this and consider what
you are doing.” He said the board
should be “listening to the little people
of Union County” and not just a
request from the corporate drug com-
panies.

Several other county residents op-
posed the board’s action.

While the pharmaceutical waste in

question will not be sent to the
Rahway incinerator, “that doesn’t
mean it’s all right to incinerate it
over someone else’s community,”
stated Kerri Blanchard of Rahway.

Bob Carson, also of Rahway, stated
the county is “stuck” with its incin-
erator and “we do not need to endorse
the use of incineration any place else.”

The Reverend Joseph R. Parrish,
Jr., Rector of St. John Episcopal Re-
formed Church in Elizabeth, told the
board that the church has been the
victim of emissions from the Essex
County incinerator in Newark. He
said the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection has documented
this fact.

He urged the board to reject any
further incineration of materials.

Reverend Parrish said regardless
of where materials are incinerated,
“your county’s residents will be
breathing it.”

The ordinance passed by a 5-1
vote, with Freeholder Donald
Goncalves as the lone dissenter.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a change in the daily rate for
long-term patients at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital in Berkeley Heights.
The new rate, $245 per day, is an
increase of $20 over the previous fee.

The hospital’s director, Joseph Sharp,
said the new rate represents the first
change since 1994 at the hospital.

“A rate change is long overdue,”
he said, noting that even with the
new fee, the hospital represents “an
exceptional value” in the long-term
care industry.

Freeholder Lewis Mingo said keep-
ing the hospital financially stable
continues to be a priority of the board.

The board approved four more
waivers to the county’s residency re-
quirement for county employees,
bringing the total number of waivers
granted by the freeholders this month
to 14. Most of the workers are either
county police or corrections officers.

The board also said goodbye to
Freeholder Goncalves as he wrapped
up three years on the board. The
Union County Democratic Commit-
tee endorsed Angel Estrada over Mr.
Goncalves as one of the three Demo-
cratic candidates for freeholder this
year. Mr. Estrada, along with Free-
holders Linda d. Stender and Nicho-
las P. Scutari, defeated the Republi-
can slate in November.

Mr. Goncalves said that among the
board accomplishments he is must
proud of are the establishment of a
county Department of Economic
Development, along with the efforts
made to create enhanced youth soc-
cer facilities in the county.

He said he remains a “very strong
proponent” of a light rail system
currently being planned for Union

County. The east-west link would
connect Plainfield to midtown Eliza-
beth, Newark International Airport
and the Jersey Gardens Value
MegaMall.

He noted that he was bumped from

Prosecutor’s Office Takes Part
In Memorial Wall Dedication
ELIZABETH — Past and present

members of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office recently joined law
enforcement representatives and sur-
viving family members at a ceremony
to dedicate a special “Memorial Wall”
honoring detectives from the office who
died during their service to the county.

One by one, current and retired mem-
bers of the office, along with Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich, joined Prosecutor
Thomas V. Manahan in a special trib-
ute to the officers, whose pictures were
placed on view inside the courtroom of
Superior Court Judge Edward W.
Beglin, Jr. on the first floor of the
courthouse.

The pictures were later hung on a
special display wall on the third floor
of the Prosecutor’s Office across the
street on Rahway Avenue in Elizabeth.

The detectives who are permanently
memorialized include Daniel J.

Kelleher, Vincent Canavan, James L.
Tupper, Jr., William J. Cieri, Joseph
M. Brady, James S. Arbes, Alfonso L.
Pisano, 3rd, Edwin H. Glassman and
Paula Lerman.

“Every single one was a highly re-
garded detective, special in their talents
and contributions to the office and law
enforcement, and loved and missed by
all of us,” said Mr. Manahan, who di-
rected that Deputy First Assistant Pros-
ecutor Richard P. Rodbart work to create
the special wall and dedication ceremony.

Family members who participated
in the tribute expressed their gratitude
for the permanent memorial devoted to
their loved ones.

After the packed courtroom cer-
emony, guests of the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice were able to see the preserved
memorials that are part of the display
inside the new office headquarters on
Rahway Avenue.

the county ticket due to the fact he
didn’t support Elizabeth Mayor J.
Christian Bollwage on issues rang-
ing from the privatization of the city’s
drinking water supply to recent prop-
erty tax increases to support city gov-
ernment.

her friendship with Mr. Sevell. Pre-
viously the group had been at the
mercy of local Westfield churches for
space and in some locations had only
a closet to run operations.

Betsy Chance, Executive Director
of the Westfield Foundation, ex-
plained the Foundation makes quar-
terly grants to organizations in the
area. Each application is judged on
its own merit.

In the case of Women for Women,
there were board members who were
familiar with its work and felt that
the group had been doing “good work”
and had been serving a sizable num-
ber of clients.

The group offers referral services
over the phone, ongoing support
groups and special single informa-
tional events to women, many of
which are held in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, in Union County.

It receives an average of 100 phone
calls a month, Mrs. Spera said.

One of its most successful ongoing

dent and Women for Women board
member and past President, Susan
Koslowsky. The program, which has
a waiting list, is open to children 5-
16 years of age and involves artwork,
storytelling and discussion, Mrs.
Spera said.

Responding to the changing needs
of women, the group also wants to
begin a series geared to adolescent
girls. The groups will be aimed at
providing a chance for open discus-
sions with their peers about fears and
concerns they have.

Over the years the needs of women
have changed, Mrs. Spera said. She
pointed out that when the group first
stated it catered to older women who
were making transitions in their lives,
but now there are many younger
women who are trying to juggle many
responsibilities and single mothers
and their children.

The continuing goal of Women for
Women is to try to meet those chang-
ing needs, Mrs. Spera said.


