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Arts & Entertainment
CHRISTMAS EDITION

Jimmy Walsh Makes Merry
 As Young Scrooge

 In A Christmas Carol

A STAR IN THE SPOTLIGHT...Scotch Plains resident Jimmy
Walsh, who stars as Young Scrooge in the production of A
Christmas Carol at Madison Square Garden, enjoys a hug from
co-star Didi Conn during the cast party.

Continued on Page 20

Stylish Saxophone Melodies
Born From Whitney Slaten

Pen and Ink
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Charles Schulz

‘Peanuts’ Cartoonist Charles Schulz
To Retire Comic Strip in January
My cousin, Sherry Piszar of East Brunswick, had a profound

loyalty and love for all things
Snoopy. Her bookshelves
were lined with some of the
most irreplaceable paperback
collections of the comic strips.
As a 10-year-old, I remember
sitting in her room, leafing
through the yellowed pages
and witnessing the earlier de-
pictions of Charlie Brown and
the gang. I was fortunate
enough to have some of those
editions passed down to me in
my younger years.

As I grew older, “A Charlie
Brown Christmas” became a
tradition and staple in my pre-
Christmas festivities. Many
holidays seemed incomplete
without hearing blue-blan-
keted Linus explain the true
meaning of Christmas to his woeful pal, Charlie Brown. There
was a definite dearth in my yuletide cheer when I didn’t get to
see Charlie pick out that frail and feeble Christmas tree at the
lot brimming with tacky aluminum trees.

Although I have only had the sincere pleasure of relishing the
images and antics of Woodstock, Pigpen, Sally and Schroeder
for 27 years, Charles Schulz, has been creating these comic
strips for nearly 50 years. Due to surgery and treatment for
colon cancer, Snoopy’s fearless leader and creator has an-
nounced his retirement. Only old comic strips will be rerun in
newspapers and magazines. Simply, because no one can truly
reproduce the spirit and enthusiasm that came from Mr. Schulz.

As beloved as Dr. Seuss, the creator of The Grinch and all of
the Who’s in Whoville, Mr. Schulz has created a cast of
characters that are a part of America’s fabric and most
endearing traditions.

Despite his retirement, readers can be assured that some-
where in cartoon land, Lucy will continue to offer psycho-
therapy for 5 cents at a tiny booth with a sign, “The Doctor is
In.” Schroeder will still pound away at his piano keys with
determination as Lucy makes “lovey-dovey” eyes at him.
Snoopy will keep Charlie Brown on his toes and through these
characters, Mr. Schulz will be eternal.

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The op-
portunity to interview young
Jimmy Walsh in between per-
formances, voice lessons, re-
hearsals, auditions and school
was one of those opportunities

worth waiting for.
The charming eight-year old

Scotch Plains resident is three
weeks into his Broadway de-
but as young Scrooge in A
Christmas Carol at The Theater
at Madison Square Garden. He
snagged the part in October
even though the production was
originally cast back in the sum-
mer.

Though he cannot exactly put
his finger on what he likes best
about acting, Jimmy said sim-
ply, “It’s just fun for some rea-
son.”

According to Jimmy, the act-

ing bug bit him when his older
brother, Michael, “dragged” him
into New York City two years
ago to see his agent, Ayn Lauren
of SEM&M. Michael had his first
taste of Broadway when his Park
Middle School chorus was cho-
sen to sing in A Christmas Carol

last year.
Jimmy’s fledgling career be-

gan to take off at the end of
August as companies were
shooting their Christmas com-
mercials, explained his mom,
Janet Walsh. Jimmy landed sev-
eral jobs, including two televi-
sion commercials for K-Mart,
one for the Hess truck, and
another for Loew’s Hardware.

“Jimmy could be going out
four times a week for three
auditions a day. It can be very
busy,” said Mrs. Walsh, who
explained how, these days, audi-

ALL AGLOW...The Schmiede Tree Expert Company in Scotch
Plains decorated this ancient Oak Tree in the Scotch Plains Village
Green with approximately 15,000 lights to shine into the new
millennium. The 80-foot tree overtowers the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building and all other surrounding structures with its
bright lights. The tree became a part of the township’s tree
lighting ceremony held on December 5.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Few musi-
cians possess the rich history and
repertoire of soprano saxophone
player Whitney Slaten of Scotch
Plains.

In fact, so much talent emanates
from the golden reed that Whitney
had the opportunity to strut his
saxophone skills in a solo perfor-
mance with the high school’s
marching band during the half-
time portion of a Thanksgiv-
ing football game between
Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School and Union
on November 25.

During an interview last
Thursday with The
Westfield Leader and The
Times, Whitney explained
he acquired his interest
in music from his grand-
father who was a choir
director and his father
who is an audio engi-
neer for Scotch Plains-
based Audio Interna-
tional.

When his grandfather
passed on, Whitney inher-
ited his grandfather’s piano and
tried his luck at the instrument. He
also tried to play the trumpet.
After listening since the age of five
to several jazz groups with which
his father worked, Whitney real-
ized that his heart truly belonged
to the saxophone.

“It was a very natural thing,”
recalled the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School senior who
has received solo awards as a
member of the Moonglowers Jazz
Band, a highly-ranked ensemble
in the state.

Although he is not an avid fan of
smooth jazz and does not care to
follow in the footsteps of Kenny
G, Whitney related that his saxo-
phone style “can go anywhere
from the 1920s to now.”

He has studied and greatly ad-
mired John Coltrane and Sonny
Rollins. These influences have car-
ried over to Whitney’s technique
to such a degree that audiences
can pick out Coltrane and Rollin’s

sound in his performances.
A private student of Andy Fusco

for the past three years, Whitney
has also participated in an inten-
sive program at the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) in
Newark entitled, “Jazz Fourtines.”

Working on improvisational
techniques and learning about

dif ferent

styles such as Middle Eastern,
Caribbean, and Latin rhythms,
Whitney took a lot with him from
“Jazz Fourtines.” He added that
he became encouraged to write
his own solo performances at
NJPAC.

When asked if he was given the
chance to take the stage at the
Grammy Awards program and per-
form any specific number, Whitney
couldn’t really conceive of such a
scenario.

A grounded and practical stu-
dent and musician, Whitney re-
vealed that he would rather focus
on taking over his dad’s sound
company and maintain a part-time
career as a musician.

For now, he will focus on en-
joying his spotlight as a soprano
sax player and think about study-
ing at Hampton University in Vir-
ginia where he has been accepted,
or his dream school, Miami Uni-
versity.

Holiday Performance Parties
Given By Two Music Studios

WESTFIELD – The piano stu-
dents of Paul Nazzaro and Carolyn
Klinger-Kueter participated in one
of two holiday performance parties
on December 11 and 12, at each of
their teacher’s respective stu-
dios.

The event was the sec-
ond of four planned dur-
ing the year. The “pi-
ano parties” give stu-
dents the opportu-
nity to play in front
of their peers, sib-
lings, friends and
parents.

Students per-
formed Christmas
and Hanukkah
songs on the piano and
digital keyboard, as well
as enjoying cookies
brought by families sharing
their recipes. The next piano party
will be the Spring/Irish Party in
March.

Students at both studios have
made holiday cassette tapes of pieces
they have learned throughout the
season. The pupils share the tapes
with friends and families, but do not
have a piano or keyboard.

Mr. Nazzaro’s studio is sponsor-
ing a food drive to aid local com-
munities. Students and families have

donated non-perishable foods and
items to benefit community out-
reach programs as part of the spirit
of the holiday season.

Ms. Klinger-Kueter has devel-
oped an Anthology of Musical

Gifts,  a child’s wish list to
parents and grand-
parents for musical
gifts for students.
It provides sugges-
tions and ideas for
r e c o r d i n g s ,
books, instrumen-
tal kits and cata-
logs.

The late winter/
spring enrollment is

taking place for
Kindermusik classes at

the Klinger-Kueter studio
at this time.
Ms. Klinger-Kueter and Mr.

Nazzaro have taught a combined
span of 45 years in Westfield, and
teach all aspects of piano and key-
board repertoire, including classical
popular, jazz, seasonal, theory and
MIDI.

For more information, please call
Ms. Klinger-Kueter at (908) 232-
9094 or at home.att.net/~ckkms/
ckkmusicstudio.html and Mr.
Nazzaro at (908) 232-3310 or
www.NazzaroMusic.com.

Mountainside�s Art Taylor
Makes Paper Angels Soar

ETHEREAL ENSEMBLE...First Baptist Church in Westfield is be-
decked and bedazzled for the Christmas season with brilliant
angels, glorious red banners and an awe-inspiring creche --
courtesy of graphic artist Art Taylor of Mountainside.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The splen-
dor and incandescence of Handel’s
holiday composition, Messiah, ech-
oed inside of Art Taylor’s work-
shop in the heat of August while
he designed magnificent life-

sized, painted paper angels and
figures for an annual display at the
First Baptist Church in Westfield.

The nativity sculptures, which
are majestically configured upon
the altar of the church — complete
with angels soaring dramatically
15 feet above — were inspired by
the Renaissance structures found
in the traditional Christmas dis-
play at the Metropolitan Museum
of Art in New York.

“I was asked if I had any ideas
for the sanctuary of the
church,” said Mr. Tay-
lor, explaining how
the yearly sea-
sonal display
came about more
than a decade ago.
Over the last 10 to
12 years, his projects
evolved consider-
ably and have con-
t i n u e d
to in-
spire awe
in visitors
to the
church and
the congrega-
tion.

Keeping the
church’s “Gothic” architecture in
mind, Mr. Taylor suggested the
installation of 15 Christmas trees
and approximately six red ban-
ners from the ceiling beams to
give a “medieval look” in the first
year.

The second display included a
“Village of Bethlehem,” which Mr.
Taylor recalled “took up the whole
front of the church.” A creche,
which took nearly six months to
create, was added and has been a
staple in the display for a number
of years. The enormous and glori-
ous paper angels soon blended in
with the ensemble.

Currently, visitors to the First
Baptist Church are nearly magne-
tized into the sanctuary to savor
the angels and nativity figures

which are painted with extraordi-
nary detail and brilliant color.

The entire display is erected and
the angels are strung from sturdy
wires with the help of young men
who volunteer their time to adorn
the church for the holy season.

The industry and soul that goes
into designing the angels is a story
in itself. Mr. Taylor recalled that
they originated with some small
paper sculptures, miniaturized ver-

sions of those at the First
Baptist Church, which he
crafted years ago. When

he put one on his mantle
at home, he wondered,

“What if they were life-size?”
And so, the larger version was
born.

Mr. Taylor explained that al-
though the angels appear to be
very light, they took over his
workshop. “But, when they are
15 feet in the air, they don’t look as
big as they are.”

When asked what kind of mood
he tried to create when building
each component of the display,
Mr. Taylor said, “I tried to create an
awe and reverence as to what they
represent, a bright and joyful exu-
berance about the splendor of the
occasion.”

Before Mr. Taylor was working
with heavenly figures, he was
working with the big boys as an

art director at J. Walter Thomp-
son, an advertising firm in New
York City, for nearly 20 years.

Developing commercials
for heavyweights such as

Burger King, Diet Coke
and Kodak, the com-

mute be-

came burdensome and he broke
off 10 years ago to start his own
tailor design business.

The illustration and design ma-
jor from the Philadelphia Museum
of Art College also taught night
classes at his alma mater and
worked at an advertising agency
in Philadelphia.

However, Mr. Taylor’s devotion
to developing the displays at First
Baptist seems to be a true love for
the graphic designer. “It’s a work
of love for the church,” he beamed.

Individuals who would like to
pay a visit to the ethereal en-
semble are invited to call the First
Baptist Church at (908) 233-2278
for hours when the sanctuary will
be open.

TAYLOR-MADE...All of
the angels floating

throughout this
article have been
crafted by Art

Taylor of
Mountainside. Photos by
Michelle H. LePoidevin
for The Westfield Leader
and The Times.

Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times


