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Freeholders Should Add Pedestrian Safety
To County Roads Improvement Plan

Road improvements are the order of the day here in
Union County, as the Freeholder Board has launched
a program to move ahead with road projects that
received state funding from as far back as 1990. The
five-year, $10 million plan begins this year with the
resurfacing of approximately 18 miles of county
roads. Also, engineering and design work will begin
on bridges.

The condition of roadways, combined with that of
parks and fields, are an important first impression for
not only businesses looking to relocate to Union
County but to residents seeking to buy a home here.
As we recently reported, the county has also initiated
an effort to begin dredging 11 county lakes, including
Echo Lake, which is situated in Westfield and
Mountainside. Also, Vice President Al Gore recently
visited the Elizabeth waterfront to promote the Fed-
eral government�s backing of the Port of New York
and New Jersey dredging project.

The county is not the only level of government
concerned about the overall quality of our infrastruc-
ture. The Westfield Town Council, for instance,
traditionally allocates between $150,000 and
$200,000 each year for road repairs out of its own
budget. With additional funds coming from the state,
that figure increases to around a half million dollars.

In addition, Westfield and Mountainside are plan-
ning to upgrade existing parks, with partial funding
coming from the county�s �Pocket Park� grant pro-
gram.

Each year, municipalities as well as counties sub-
mit a list of road improvements to the State Depart-
ment of Transportation for funding. On top of that,

towns budget additional funds to ensure a continuous
upkeep of the roadways.

In terms of the overall quality of life, the safety of
pedestrians needs to be addressed by municipal and
county officials. We believe these officials need to
take a closer look at Westfield, which has seen all
too many pedestrian fatalities. There is a strong
correlation between quality-of-life issues and eco-
nomic development, the latter of which has become
a mainstay for the current Freeholder board. Those
pedestrian safety signs that have been installed
simply do not go far enough to slow traffic in
Westfield.

The issue of safety on our roads also was the
subject of a transportation summit just last week in
regard to Route 22. Many of the reasons for the heavy
traffic volume on the road are linked to over develop-
ment on the highway, especially in Union and Spring-
field. The existence of entry lanes from both the
center island and the right lane make this roadway an
adventure for motorists, especially during rush hours
and on weekends. We agree with some of the recom-
mendations made during last week�s Route 22 meet-
ing, more specifically the combining of business
driveways to reduce the number of access points to
the highway. Pedestrian crossing is also an issue on
this roadway.

We encourage more consideration for overhead
signs for major intersections to help motorists find
their way.

Hopefully, this year more of our hard earned tax
dollars will come back to this region, so they can be
put towards costs to upgrade our infrastructure.

BIZARRE
The language of the Basque people of

northern Spain is thought to be the world�s
oldest surviving tongue.

Most language experts believe that it
was spoken by cavemen long before gla-
ciers covered the continent of Europe. It
is clearly not from the Indo-European
family of languages from which most
western languages stem.

While the English language includes a
vast store of borrowed words, only one
English word, �bizarre,� came from the
Basques, and then via the Spanish and
the French. We shall trace the develop-
ment of this unique and �ticklish� word.

The Basque word for �beard� is bizar.
The Spanish called it bizarro. The Span-
ish considered a beard to be a mark of
virility, and its wearer was assumed to be
brave, thus the word acquired the mean-
ing of �one who was valiant or brave.�

The French, however, thought a beard
was unusual and �bizarre� took on its
present meaning of �unconventional.�
Finally, the English, in the 17th century,
borrowed �bizarre� and its definition
from the French.

Although beard wearing may not be
considered to be unconventional or
strange today, it is nevertheless thought
by many to be a mark of independence.
Changes in meaning not withstanding,
however, one undeniable fact about
beards remains unchanged: they certainly
tickle the ladies.

2 & 1/2 popcorns
Just how much sadness can you

handle? Hilary and Jackie will chal-
lenge your limit. Mind you, this isn�t
the usual bale of cinema sorrow, con-
cocted to give viewers just the right
sort of cathartic cry. So expect extra-
strength, stick-to-your-ribs heart-
break.

This engaging tale of two musi-
cally gifted sisters, one of whom
encounters more than her fair
share of unmitigated woe, vies
with those great Bette Davis
tearjerkers when it comes to pil-
ing on the grief.

But here�s the really sad part: it
isn�t fiction. Based on the true-life
tale of England�s du Pre sisters,
when fate takes a turn for the tragic,
director Anand Tucker�s intelligent
little film shows audiences no
mercy.

Happily, things don�t begin that
way. Quite the contrary. After all, life
is grand when you�re a special child.
Musical prodigies in training, the du
Pre sisters enjoy a healthy, mutually
supportive childhood � at least for
starters.

With Hilary the flautist and
Jackie the cellist, their idyllic early
lives in the 1950s revolve around
local competitions and lessons.
Both are deemed geniuses. But
then something happens. One stops
being special. While one sister
continues to progress, obviously
headed for fame and fortune, the
other peaks, her musical career,
kaput � finis.

Combining its thesis on artistic
genius with a unique investigation
of sibling rivalry, Hilary And Jackie
explores how one child grows up to
be a world class musician while the
other dares to attain �ordinariness,�
which by this movie�s definition
includes a loving husband, a gaggle
of children and a picture-perfect
house in the country. Although the
concert star also weds, the media
event marriage to a fellow per-
former is short on conventional
bliss.

Emily Watson is superb as the
tortured gal who becomes an in-
ternational sensation; Rachel
Griffiths is serenely solid as the
plain Jane sis who opts for domes-
tic tranquillity.

Director Tucker�s thoughtful in-
terpretation of the no-holds-
barred script by Frank Cottrell
Boyce is high-minded without
being pompous, sympathetic with-
out being maudlin. For the most
par t  a  t radi t ional  p iece  of
storytelling adapted from the au-
tobiographical novel, �A Genius
In The Family,� it unabashedly
employs such old chestnuts as
spinning newspaper headlines to
mark the passage of time.

So it is a pleasant surprise when
Tucker suddenly breaks stride half-
way through the doings and supple-
ments the basic scenario with two
disparate flashbacks, each depicting
an alternate viewpoint to the same
story.

One entitled Hilary, the other
Jackie, the obliquely delivered
segments go behind the scenes to
study character motivations here-
tofore not divulged. The intrigu-
ing lesson here? Why, things
aren�t always what they seem, of
course.

Still, though extenuating circum-
stances are later noted, there�s little
room for rationalization when petu-
lant Jackie asks, nay, demands, to
partake of her sister�s delightfully
devoted spouse (played with upbeat
vigor by David Morrissey). The re-
sult of this scandalous request is
caustically affecting, and dissects sib-
ling rivalry to its bare essence, so to
speak.

The Misses Watson and Griffiths
spar with exemplary passion, mak-
ing their novel love-hate relation-
ship a highly absorbing affair full of
drama and humor. The movie im-
plies an unspoken contest and asks
us to keep score: which sister is better
off?

The pendulum swings back and
forth, first favoring Jackie, then Hi-
lary. Until grave misfortune strikes.
With that, all bets are off.

Great music taken from the re-
cordings of the tormented prima
donna herself interjects a dramati-
cally chilling note to the proceed-
ings. However, in a film that other-
wise stands clear of clever moraliz-
ing and operatic gesticulation, there

is a nagging suggestion here that
the enfant terrible�s lack of humil-
ity has invoked the wrath of the
gods. Thus, her tragic comeup-
pance.

This awkward message doesn�t
ring quite as true as the more artisti-
cally subtle observations that sur-
round it.

But what was it that made the
difference? Such is the enigma at
the crux of this highly engaging
story. Was one child simply more
talented? Did one sister just want
the brass ring more than the other?
Or, more interesting yet, was there
some fickle twist of fate that cast the
die?

Filmmaker Tucker is never so
boldly pretentious so as to suggest
which, wisely content to lay out the
possibilities and let the audience mull
the answers.

*  *  *  *  *
Hilary and Jackie, rated R, is an

October Films release directed by
Anand Tucker and stars Emily
Watson, Rachel Griffiths and David
Morrissey. Running time: 121 min-
utes.

A long-time reader writes:
Bless you for addressing so many prob-

lems throughout the years. I wrote a
letter to you when you first started in
1968 and I saved the copy of your answer.
Since then, I�ve been through a lot of
good times and bad times and I�m always
upset about the way we senior citizens
are treated, as if we have little value
today. Could you please print the en-
closed. It speaks for a lot of us. Thank
you. Hope to write to you in a few years
and not wait 30 years.

Answer:
Thank you for your kind words and for

reading this column which has become
an important part of my life. I am printing
the piece you sent. It is titled, �Profile of
a Senior� � AARP Chapter 2889,
Elmhurst, Queens, New York. It is fairly
long, but will be worth reading. It is
wonderful.

Profile of a Senior

Who is a senior citizen? What is one?
A senior citizen is one who was here
before the Pill and the population explo-
sion. We were here before TV, penicil-
lin, polio shots, antibiotics, open-heart
surgery and hair transplants. Before fro-
zen food, nylon, Dacron, Xerox, Kinsey,
radar, fluorescent lights, credit cards,
ball-point pens and Frisbees.

For us, time-sharing meant together-
ness, not computers or condos. Co-eds
never wore slacks. We were before
pantyhose and drip-dry clothes, before
ice makers and dishwashers, clothes dry-
ers, freezers and electric blankets. Be-
fore Hawaii and Alaska became states.
Before men wore long hair and earrings
and women wore tuxedos.

We were before Leonard Bernstein
and Ann Landers, plastic, the 40-hour
week and minimum wages. We got mar-
ried first and then lived together. How
quaint!

Closets were for clothes � not for
coming out of. We were before Grandma
Moses, The White Shadow, Frank
Sinatra, Batman, Herblock and Miss
Peach. Girls wore Peter Pan collars and
thought cleavage was what butchers did.

We were before vitamins, disposable
diapers, Jeeps, pizza, face lifts, Cheerios,
instant coffee, decaffeinated anything
and McDonald�s. We thought fast food
was what you ate during Lent. We were
before Boy George and Chiquita Ba-
nana. Before FM radios, tape recorders,
electric typewriters, boom boxes, word
processors, electronic music and disco
dancing.

In our day, cigarette smoking was fash-

ionable; grass was for mowing. Coke
was a refreshing drink, and pot was
something you cooked in. If we had been
asked to explain CIA, NATO, UFO, VCR,
GNP, MBA, BMW, HOM, SDI, NFL,
JFK and MS � we�d have said �alphabet
soup.�

We are today�s senior citizens, a hardy
bunch when you think of how our world
has changed and the adjustments we
have had to make. I�m pretty proud of us.

A bride writes:
I�ve been happily married for one year.

The only problem I have is that my
husband�s family always disagrees with
whatever I say. But, even worse than that
is their tendency to blame me or anyone,
no matter what we talk about. I don�t
know what to do � pushing the issue
will only lead to tension and my husband
tells me it�s always been that way.

Answer:
Your husband�s response is quite clear:

they will not change; trying to have a
healthy dialogue will only result in ag-
gravation and anger. You do not need it.
I do not know why they are that way.
Maybe they believe the world centers
around their wisdom; maybe they are too
insecure to admit that they are not always
right; maybe they feel that they must
control every situation which they inter-
pret as power struggles (they are always
projecting their feelings.)

Forget it. Go on with your life and
avoid discussions which may lead to an
argument. Talk only superficial talk. At
the same time, stand firm in those mat-
ters which are important to you. Do not
make them important in your life. They
remind me of this interesting saying in
which someone else is always to blame,
thereby vindicating the individual of any
sense of responsibility: �There are so
many terrible drivers out there. I mean,
it�s so annoying how motorists drive so
closely in front of you.�

A sad adult writes:
My mother is ill and bed-ridden. She

was a spry woman in her younger years.
I visit several times a week, read to her
and we kind of stare at each other. Could
you give me a sense of what else I could
do to help her feel comfortable?

Answer:
Offer her a sense of humor � one of the

best medicines we can share. Be ani-
mated, talk about relatives, holidays,
television, and respond to any animation
she shows. It really can be uplifting � to
both of you. Since you do read to her,
read happy or comical material. Good
luck.

HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Senior Citizens Should Be Revered;
Husband�s Family Bothers New Bride

Legislators Urged to Support Bills
For Access to Life-Saving Devices

I�m writing to urge Union County�s
state legislators to support Assembly
Bill No. 2321 and Senate Bill No. 1456
that would make life-saving devices �
automated external defibrillators (AEDs)
� more widely available.

The legislation will also provide Good
Samaritan immunity to people who try to
save the life of someone experiencing
sudden cardiac arrest.

On December 12, my sister, Kathleen,
joined the 95 to 98 percent of victims of
sudden cardiac arrest that do not survive.

She was 33 years old and the mother of
two young children. She would have had
a much better chance of surviving the
cardiac arrest event if an AED were on
the scene much sooner, and if she had
received early defibrillation � a shock to
restart her heart.

My sister was in a major food market
when she experienced sudden cardiac
arrest. A call went out to 911 and quali-
fied bystanders, including a nurse, ad-
ministered cardiopulmonary resuscitation.

She waited for more than 20 minutes for
paramedics to arrive with an AED to defibril-
late her. It was too late. She suffered anoxic
encephalopathy, never woke up, and remained
in a coma until she died on December 16.

The American Heart Association esti-
mates that sudden cardiac arrest strikes at
least 250,000 Americans � young and old,
men, women and children � every year.

Only 5 to 8 percent of victims survive
because life-saving defibrillation arrives
on the scene too late, if at all. According
to the American Heart Association, the
chance of survival decreases 10 percent
for every minute that goes by.

Other families should not have to go
through what we experienced. Twenty-
two states, including New York, Con-
necticut and Massachusetts, have already
passed similar legislation regarding pub-
lic access to defibrillation.

Our family joins with the American Heart
Association and other public health organiza-
tions to urge our legislators to pass Assembly
Bill No. 2321 and Senate Bill No. 1456.

Wider availability of AEDs in police cars,
fire trucks and places where large numbers of
people gather, such as shopping centers and
grocery stores, stadiums, malls, arenas, and
office complexes, will save lives.

Raymond M. King
Watchung
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Local Girl Scouts Announce
Events and Service Projects

SCOTCH PLAINS � Girl Scout
Leaders celebrated the New Year with
their annual Pot Luck Dinner on Janu-
ary 19. A number of current and up-
coming community events and service
projects were discussed during that din-
ner.

The Annual Girl Scout Cookie sale
began on January 22 and will run
through Sunday, February 7.

The money for cookies will support
programs in the troops for the girls and
Girl Scout Council support services. To
purchase cookies, please call Marcia
Anderson, Community Manager at
(908) 769-8610. Please leave a tele-
phone number to be contacted by a girl
scout.

A joint Girl Scout - Boy Scout Ski
Trip to Mountain Creek was held on
December 30 and another is sched-
uled for Sunday, February 7, at Big
Boulder.

Over 200 scouts participated in the
Girl Scout roller skating event at
United Skates in November and a
similar Ice Skating event will be on
Friday, March 5, at Bridgewater
Sports Arena.

The Brownie Father-Daughter Dance
will be on Friday, February 12, at Union
Catholic High School. Over 200 couples
are registered.

The community is planning a bus
trip to the Bronx Zoo for Wednesday,
April 17, for all scout levels. Parents,
siblings and friends are welcome.

Monica Anderson, a Senior Girl

Scout, discussed her upcoming Gold
Award Project � a Health and Safety
Seminar � to be on Saturday, March 6,
from 1 to 4 p.m. at Terrill Middle School.
This event is open to the public. The
project will be open to children in grades
two to six and their parents.

A 911 simulator, rescue squad, fire,
police, doctors, nurses and other health
care professionals will be available at
the event. Please call Monica at (908)
769-8610 for more information.

A book drive will be sponsored by
the girl scouts and the Fanwood/
Scotch Plains Recycling Association
throughout February. Donations of
children�s books and educational
materials for children ages four to 13
may be brought to the Fanwood Re-
cycling Center on North Avenue from
9 am to 1 p.m. on Wednesdays and
Saturdays.

This drive will benefit special needs
school children in Newark, an AIDS
children�s facility in Jersey City and a
battered women�s shelter. Donations of
low, 4 foot and under, bookcases are
also needed.

A coat drive for very needy school
children in Newark is also underway.
Clean coats, hats, and gloves are
needed. Items may be dropped off in
the box in the lobby of the Nazarene
Center at the rear of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church on Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information, please call Mindy
Schwartz at (908) 889-7807.

Autism Program Is Well-Supported;
Children Are Progressing in Schools

I am writing in response to the Board
of Education minutes printed in your
December 31, 1998 edition. Included in
the article were remarks from a parent
regarding the district�s self-contained
autistic class.

She �criticized the district for not prop-
erly supervising� the program and com-
plained that the �progress reports indi-
cate no progress for mine or any child in
district in the in-district autism class.�
She also added that �There�s no reason
to think this will change.�

I recently returned to the program
after an absence of six months and now
find myself in the unique position to
objectively address these comments.

As a speech-therapist for the program
last year, I worked along side a number
of professionals who provided the stu-
dents with every opportunity to demon-
strate their strengths and assisted them
in reaching their educational goals. This
was always accomplished with consis-
tent support from the district�s adminis-
trators at the Office of Pupil Services.

Upon my return, I was excited to ob-
serve how well the students had pro-
gressed. They had made the transition to
a new school and teacher and seemed to
have attained new levels of indepen-
dence and confidence. I thought this ex-
ceptional after only four months of school.

Needless to say, I was concerned and
confused after reading the criticism. It
did not correspond with my initial im-
pressions nor with my own experiences

and knowledge of the situation.
Basically, I found the comments to be

inaccurate. The program is being sup-
ported and the children are making
progress. There is a fully qualified and
skilled teacher in the classroom sup-
ported by three trained classroom aides.
There is no call for supervision other
than that afforded any other teacher new
to the district.

The classroom is also fully supported by
a large team of professionals including a
Learning Consultant, School Psychologist,
Social Worker, Speech, Physical and Oc-
cupational Therapists, Behavioral Psy-
chologist, School Principal and the El-
ementary Supervisor of Special Education.

The collaboration of all of these educa-
tors have given the students a foundation
on which to progress in the areas of lan-
guage, academics, self-help, socialization
and overall independence. There is also
no reason to thinly that this will change.

The comment regarding the children�s
progress reports was an uninformed blan-
ket statement which did not reflect each of
the student�s individual accomplishments.

As special educators we applaud even
the smallest of our student�s successes
and as a community we should applaud
the dedicated professionals who devote
so much of themselves to their often
challenging work.

Colleen M. Geier
Speech-Language Pathologist

Madison

Political Fundraising Should Be
Separate from Town Business

The New York Times in a recent edito-
rial stated �the nation�s two biggest po-
litical parties have completed their trans-
formation from representing popular con-
stituencies to serving as fund raising
machines that cater to special interests.�

In the 1998 elections, both parties
collected $628 million, which was 41
percent more than in 1994.

On Tuesday night, as members of New
Jersey Common Causes� Citizens� Army,
I and a representative of the League of
Women Voters presented a model clean
government ordinance prohibiting po-
litical fundraising on or by use of public
property to the Westfield Town Council.

I did this not because of any local
issues but because I�m concerned about
the growing threat of runaway political
fundraising, and I want our town to be a

leader by setting a standard for the sepa-
ration of political fundraising from gov-
ernment business.

Similar ordinances have been pre-
sented by other members of the Citizens�
Army and adopted in East Brunswick
Metuchen, Sayerville and Morristown.
This is all part of a growing statewide
movement to change the political cli-
mate for campaign finance reform.

On behalf of the more than 1,000 mem-
bers of Common Cause�s New Jersey�s
Citizen�s Army and the New Jersey League
of Women Voters, which has voted to ally
itself with the Citizens� Army, I urge you
to support the passage of this ordinance.

David M. Golush
Member,

Common Cause Citizens� Army
Westfield
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