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Better Defined Crosswalks, More Guards
Could Help Reduce Risk of More Tragedies

HOOCH
Like grog and booze, �hooch� is a

slang word for whiskey. However,
unlike grog and booze, �hooch� is a
purely American idiom distilled from
the tundra of the 49th state�s colorful
history.

It all started with the foresighted-
ness of the United States Secretary of
State, William Seward, who in 1867
purchased Alaska, known then as
Russian America.

The purchase price, $7.2 million,
was considered so exorbitant at the
time that people referred to the trans-
action as �Seward�s Folly� or
�Seward�s Icebox.�

American soldiers were sent into
the new territory in 1867, but were
denied access to whiskey. An enter-
prising American Sergeant, who had
knowledge of distilling alcohol, set
up a still in a Hoochino Indian Vil-
lage of Southern Alaska.

Hoochino, a name for a branch of
the Tlingit Tribe, means �people of
the straight of the grizzly bear.�

By 1877, all strong liquor in the
territory was being called
�Hoochino.� By the time of the
Klondike gold rush of 1896,
Hoochino was shortened and
lowercased to �hooch.� The word
survives today as meaning �alco-
holic liquor, especially inferior or
bootleg whiskey.�

The Alaskan origin of the word
�hooch� inspired this sober thought:
�Don�t drive your sleigh while
hooched.�

The new year is barely two months old, and
already two persons have been killed trying to cross
East Broad Street in Westfield. Following the death
of 23-year-old Anna Tkocova last Wednesday night,
and of 71-year-old Ellen Interdonato in January,
patrols have been stepped up to make every effort
to slow traffic down, although speeding does not
appear to have been evident in either case, accord-
ing to police.

Given the fact that East Broad is a major artery in
the town, we believe that crosswalks at Temple Emanu-
El and at the Westfield Memorial Library need to be
better defined. While additional lighting will be in-
stalled near the temple, this is not enough. Approach-
ing motorists need to be made aware of upcoming
crosswalks, especially in the evening or when visibil-
ity is a problem.

We suggest signs be placed several hundred feet
from a crosswalk. These signs would flash upon
activation of a pedestrian who wants to cross the
street. Also, two signs could be placed across from
one another for approaching traffic, similar to what is
used for stop signs. Making traffic slow down in
advance of an active crosswalk is just as important as
controlling the speed limit, in our judgment.

Also, the speed limit on East Broad Street needs to
be reduced after Woodland Avenue to better protect
pedestrians in the vicinity of Temple Emanu-El and
Westfield Memorial Library. The town would have to
petition the Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers in this regard, since East Broad is a county
thoroughfare.

Also, a volunteer program should be launched to
recruit individuals interested in becoming crossing
guards for special events such as church and school
concerts. A list for all events should be drawn up, with
volunteer crossing guards and Westfield auxiliary

police officers filling in gaps which are not manned by
regular police patrols. The volunteer program would
be perfect for afternoon activities such as the Hebrew
School program. Miss Tkacova was on her way to
pick up a child at this program when she was killed.

In addition to these efforts, pedestrians also must
use common sense. Very simply, when using a cross-
walk, make sure traffic stops in both directions. Do
not expect a car to stop just because you�re in the
crosswalk. Making assumptions on what oncoming
traffic will do can and has resulted in tragic circum-
stances.

The New Jersey Division of Traffic Safety urges
pedestrians to wear light, bright or reflective clothing
so drivers can see them. Individuals must also make
sure to continue to look both ways when crossing a
street.

According to data compiled by the Division, 176
pedestrians were killed in New Jersey in 1996, 149 in
1997, and 119 (including seven in Union County)
during the first nine months of 1998. Pedestrians
account for roughly 20 percent of those people killed
each year in motor vehicle related accidents in this
state.

We believe that some of our suggestions, along with
those from the community, are important to better
protect our pedestrians. While a parking deck may
seem to be taking center stage this year, we believe the
issue of pedestrian safety and the overall scope of cut-
through traffic in Westfield should be of primary
importance. The first area that should be looked at is
the traffic flow traveling down Central Avenue, across
East Broad and over Mountain Avenue en route to
Route 22.

Let Westfield focus on this issue so that the rest of
Union County and New Jersey itself can follow what
hopefully will become a successful program.

1 & ½ popcorns

I�m not above enjoying a shamelessly
mushy romance from time to time. The
cinematic equivalent of the Harlequin
novel, there�s nothing like a real gushy
love story to reassert the hopeless ro-
mantic in you. So upon occasion, you
make a deal with one of these syrupy
confections. You agree to forgive its lack
of artistry and intelligence in return for
the Technicolor possibilities of undying
amour.

It�s with that in mind that you eventu-
ally allow the hyper-melodramatic Mes-
sage In A Bottle, starring Kevin Costner
as the broodingly handsome rustic and
Robin Wright Penn as the city sophisti-
cate, to inveigle its way into your foolish
heart. But beware, young lovers, wher-
ever you are. It�s best that you know the
truth now. There is pain to pay for these
vicarious emotions.

Director Luis Mandoki pulls a double-
cross. Only keeping his end of the tacit
agreement through 90 percent of Mes-
sage In a Bottle, in the 11th hour the
filmmaker suddenly gets drunk with ar-
tistic pretension. He decides a dose of
harsh reality, a splash of cold water in the
puss, if you will, is just what we suckers
deserve for our faithful indulgence.

Completely miscalculating, he sense-
lessly adorns the movie with one of the
worst endings to come down the cinema
pike in years. Oddly, this is one of the
few examples of the genre not starring
Barbra Streisand. But on that account,
we don�t feel so betrayed.

That said, the sheer silliness of the
fairy tale plot is downright charming. If
you don�t find it a bit far-fetched in the
first place that vacationing news re-
searcher Theresa Osborne (Robin Wright
Penn) finds a love letter in a sealed bottle
whilst traipsing the beach along Cape
Cod, how about the odds of her tracing
the seaworthy missive right back to its
sender in record time? Most of us can�t
figure out how to program our VCRs.

But making like Sherlock Holmes,
the intense Miss Osborne brings the
movie�s Holy Grail back to her office in
Chicago, hops on the Internet, consults
with typewriter experts, bottle aficio-
nados (even a cork specialist), and
mayvins of sea currents, and amazingly
zeroes in on one Garret Blake (Kevin
Costner), small shipbuilder
extraordinaire residing in the Outer
Banks of North Carolina. The poor lad
doesn�t stand a chance against this kind
of investigatory zeal.

Certain of a fated soul connection to
the mysterious letter writer, Theresa
doesn�t quite sell it that way at the office.
She gets her boss to print the letter
(written to a Catherine) in his column.
Female Chicago swoons, at least for one
issue, and it engenders yet more clues
about the melancholy mariner.

Theresa talks her boss into letting her
descend on the dispatcher, just for
curiosity�s sake, of course.

Making no mention of the bottle,
Theresa finds her way onto the dock
where Garret Blake is restoring a
customer�s yacht, and soon insinuates
her way into his life. Reading verbatim
from Falling In Love #101, they sail,
they frolic, they eat, they kiss, etc., all to
the enchanting backdrop of the Maine
locations which beautifully serve as the
North Carolina seascape.

There�s nary a scene that doesn�t be-
gin with a rainbow and end with a sunset.
They share cute little secrets. But not the
big ticket items. At least not yet. She
keeps meaning to tell him about the
bottle, or so she later contends.

As the getting-to-know-you aspects of
the evolving love affair unfold, Theresa
confirms that the much-adored Catherine
is Garret�s deceased wife. He is still
entirely devoted to her memory, and the
associated sadness has even stalled a
personal shipbuilding project. Paints and
canvasses in an untouched corner of his
house serve as a shrine to the artist-
wife�s memory.

Nonetheless, Theresa spends an idyl-
lic holiday exploring the bucolic joys
of Garret�s domain. Following that,
it�s time for Country Mouse to visit
City Mouse in Chicago, meet her ado-
lescent son, and see how things go on
her turf.

Theresa�s lady friends drool approv-

ingly when the homespun heartthrob
makes an unannounced visit to the news-
paper.

Nicely understated acting perfor-
mances, featuring a low-key Mr. Costner
and a tightly-wound Miss Wright Penn,
give the movie the smidgen of integrity
that otherwise seems so out of reach for
director Mandoki.

The only supporting stint worthy of
mention is a welcome appearance by
Paul Newman as Garret�s former-alco-
holic dad, Dodge (�Like the pickup,� he
tells Theresa). A glib reminder of missed
opportunities, the cupidic old salt ad-
monishes his laconic son to choose be-
tween the dead past and the living present.
It�s a treat to have Mr. Newman step
down a moment from his salad dressing
label and remind us why he is such a
national treasure.

Because there is no interesting side
business to supplement the story in Mes-
sage In A Bottle, wondering whether
Garret will ever let go of the past and
allow himself happiness eventually be-
comes the movie�s only real issue.

Gerald DiPego�s poorly written script
(based on the novel by Nicholas Sparks)
hasn�t the stuff to support anything be-
sides sheer fluff. So the director fills the
bulk of his movie�s empty spaces with
great scenery and generically momen-
tous music. And it gets old fast. Yet we
still forgive the feature-length folly its
ineptitude, as long as it�s entertaining.
What�s the harm?

Then director Mandoki springs his
deceitful conclusion on us, and Message
In A Bottle gets all wet.

*  *  *  *  *
Message In A Bottle, rated PG-13, is

a Warner Brothers release directed by
Luis Mandoki and stars Robin Wright
Penn, Kevin Costner and Paul Newman.
Running time: 110 minutes.

Pedestrian Signs Must Be Reinstalled;
Safety Called Life and Death Matter
It is with sadness and frustration that

I find myself writing to the editor, again,
about pedestrian safety (or the lack
thereof) in Westfield.

The second pedestrian fatality in one
month�s time that occurred last Wednes-
day on East Broad Street is too tragic to
believe.

Since the time in May, 1995 when
my son, Charles, and I were struck by a
car while crossing East Broad Street at
the library, the town has attempted to
address this important issue.

Much needed crosswalks were
painted and pedestrian safety signs were
installed at critical points throughout
Westfield. Unfortunately, the signs were
removed some time within the last few
months, and coincidentally two trag-
edies have since occurred.

I�m not sure that the presence of
those signs would have made a differ-
ence in these cases. However, the time
is long overdue for the town to take this
issue as a truly life and death matter.

The signs should be re-installed, but
beyond that the town must do whatever
it can to lessen the danger East Broad
Street poses to pedestrians. I believe
that we should look into the possibility
of pedestrian activated traffic lights at
crucial intersections along East Broad
Street.

In this way, the traffic would be
brought to periodic stops, resulting in
enhanced safety to pedestrians, and a
slowing of the high speed traffic. In
addition, we must all be vigilant about
this cause. We must all slow down. We
must all try to take the time to watch out
for walkers. We must all think about the
senseless tragedies of the last month
and change the way we go about our
daily business.

It is our responsibility as a town and
as concerned citizens to do whatever is
humanly possible to make sure these
tragedies are not repeated.

Nancy Gannett Vickers
Westfield Problem Intersections, Jaywalking

Addressed By Concerned Resident
Westfield spends thousands of dollars

on surveys for every imaginable action to
be considered or proposed.

But, from recent articles and letters
written, the consensus of residents was
clearly expressed and the advice was
gratis. After factoring in all the pros and
cons of our traffic problems, pedestrian
safety appears to be the overriding con-
sideration.

Therefore, we look to our municipal
authorities to somehow make clear to all
our motorists, both local and otherwise
who use our roadways, that Westfield
does have pedestrian safety zones which
must be observed. The town also has
posted speed limits which must be en-
forced because only the daring who are
not faint of heart and who throw caution
to the winds will rely on motorists to give
the pedestrians his legal �right of way.�

A state-wide law on designated zones
should be vigorously promoted, legisla-
tively. But, for immediate solutions, we
cannot rely on state action now.

In the downtown area (among others)
are three locations which need corrective
attention promptly:

The intersection of Prospect and East
Broad Streets no longer has had a traffic

officer on full-time duty.
Elm and East Broad Streets too fre-

quently gets gridlock as motorists con-
tinue into the intersection despite traffic
ahead being at a standstill. This also
impacts on the pedestrian�s attempt to
slither between cars to cross East Broad
Street. Perhaps suspending a large sign
across Broad Street that states, �Do Not
Block Intersection. Violators Will Be
Fined� might prove effective.

Trying to cross Central Avenue at
East Broad Street requires a giant leap
of faith to afford the pedestrian the
security of venturing across this mine
field in safety and also to keep traffic
flowing.

This three-way motor-turning area
requires a well-seasoned traffic officer
who will stand in the designated circle
in the road where he can effectively
perform this assignment.

This should receive top priority be-
cause peak traffic has become a continu-
ing ongoing factor and crossing on foot
at any hour has become more hazardous
and requires one to be fleet of foot, as
well. This stationary officer would also
negate the need for signals which could
result in a traffic backup nightmare.

Pedestrians who dart across streets
from in between cars do confound the
motorist who must suddenly brake and
hope he is not rear-ended.

Hopefully, the urgency of prompt ac-
tion is now fully recognized as commu-
nity safety has become tenuous.

Faye DeGoff
Westfield

Concerned Citizen Urges Respect
Between Motorists and Pedestrians

The second serious vehicle pedes-
trian accident on East Broad Street this
winter is a signal that we have a serious
traffic safety problem in our commu-
nity.

The police have responded to the first
incident with a ticket writing public
relations campaign targeting people
who jaywalk in our downtown shop-
ping area.

Perhaps there is a less aggressive,
more productive way to make it easier
and safer for people to cross streets in
Westfield.

As a frequent visitor to Summit, I am
impressed with the number of drivers
who stop for people in crosswalks.

On a recent trip to that town, a police
vehicle came to a complete stop while
I was crossing the intersection. The
officer allowed pedestrians in three
crosswalks to cross safely. Vehicles in
two other lanes responded to this posi-
tive example. This scene has been re-
peated numerous times at the same
intersection by the people of Summit
without a police presence.

This positive, non-ticket-writing ap-
proach is working to making their town
safer for pedestrians and shoppers.
Clearly, the people and officials of Sum-
mit are doing something right in edu-
cating and motivating drivers of their
responsibility to stop for people.

Crosswalks with big, bold diagonal
lines between broad parallel crosswalk
lines are important. Crosswalks on East
Broad Street and other major Westfield
routes are faded and threadlike with no
diagonal lines.

Drivers have the primary responsi-
bility to make sure there are no pedes-
trians in a crosswalk. If there is a pedes-
trian in a crosswalk, it is the drivers
responsibility to stop for people.

If we expect drivers to stop for people
in crosswalks, we need to make those
crosswalks more visible.

Spring is a perfect time to have our
public works department significantly
increase the number of crosswalks and
to improve the visibility of existing
crosswalks.

We should explore the possibility of
having a short seminar for operators of
all police, fire, public works and ad-
ministrative vehicles on the importance
of adhering to the stop for people laws.
Their example on a daily basis can
make a big difference. And most im-
portant, we the people, should go out of
our way to stop for people.

Civility towards pedestrians is con-
tagious. Let�s start an epidemic of re-
spect for people crossing streets in
Westfield.

Brendan P. Culligan
Westfield

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN�

By Michael S. Goldberger

Message In A Bottle:
 As Gooey As It Gets

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

Policy on Ordinances
Limits Opportunity
For Input by Public

Kimberly Broadwell�s account of the
community opposition to the
Mountainside Borough Council�s deci-
sion to vote itself a salary at its February
16 meeting was notable for its balance
and thoroughness.

However, the last sentence, which
states that the salary ordinance, first read
at the council�s regular January meeting,
�provoked no public comment at that
time� sends an inaccurate message.

The protocol of the Mountainside
Borough Council prohibits public dis-
cussion or input at the first reading of any
ordinance. Community members could
not comment or ask questions in January,
since the first reading of an ordinance is
just a reading and nothing more.

It does not serve as any kind of public
hearing. Unfortunately, this practice of
inviting public input only at the second
reading and just minutes before an ordi-
nance is voted on provides no time for the
council to assess the content and value of
that input.

Michael Krasner
Mountainside

More Letters
On Page 5

What Does Allocation Mean?

Investing in financial markets has become a primary method for achieving
retirement goals. Although there are countless ways in which to invest, there are
basically two forms of investment vehicles; fixed income (CD�s, bank deposits, bonds,
preferred stock) and equities (stocks.)

Income and capital appreciation generated from your investments can be used to
help fund your retirement. To reduce short-term risk, many retirees increase the
percentage of their money allocated to fixed income. The percentage of their money
allocated to fixed income.

The percentage you allocate to fixed income versus equities is your allocation
strategy. But, how do you decide what the right strategy (percentage) is for you?

Some Historical Data:

In the November 9, 1998 issue of Business Week, a study by T. Rowe Price (Discount
Broker) was shown. Five allocation strategies were defined:
Strategy Stocks Bonds Cash
Mostly Conservative 25 percent 40 percent 35 percent
Moderately Conservative 40 percent 40 percent 20 percent
Moderate 60 percent 30 percent 10 percent
Moderately Aggressive 80 percent 20 percent 0 percent
Aggressive 100 percent 0 percent 0 percent

The study evaluated these five strategies over a 40-year period from 1956 through
1997 using the following criteria:

• Average Annual Return Percent, assuming dividends were re-invested and the
portfolio was re-balanced.

• Percent Return for the best and worst year during the 40-year period.
• Best and worst annualized return over any 20-year period within 40 years.
• Number of years within the 40 years that any given strategy had a down year.
The study showed that for any given year within the 40-year period, the Aggressive

strategy had a higher downside risk than the other strategies.

Strategy Percent Return
Best Year Worst Year

Mostly Conservative 20.8 percent -2.1 percent
Moderately Conservative 22.5 percent -7.5 percent
Moderate 27.6 percent -14.1 percent
Moderately Aggressive 33.2 percent -20.5 percent
Aggressive 43.6 percent -26.5 percent

However the Aggressive strategy also resulted in the highest annualized return over
any 20-year period (within the 40-year study period).

An investment of $10,000 in each of the five strategies at the end of 20 years would
be worth:

Strategy $10,000 Would Be Worth
Best 20 Years Worst 20Years

Most Conservative $76,375 $27,562
Moderately Conservative $99,967 $30,303
Moderate $132,692 $32,681
Moderately Aggressive $175,434 $34,580
Aggressive $219,491 $35,236

The exercise reveals that given a long enough investment horizon, you will
maximize your return with an asset allocation that is 100 percent stocks. Even when
you include the worst years you come out slightly ahead. In the best years, the
difference is very significant.

So, why not incorporate an aggressive strategy? It depends upon how much money
you need and its source. A cash flow analysis for future years can help you answer these
questions.

Cash Flow Analysis For Future Years (Which Allocation Strategy Is Best For
Me?)

In the context of this column, cash flow refers to all your sources of income and all
your expenses in a given year. To look at your cash flow for the past year, add your
income from all sources and subtract all your expenses.

The result will be a net increase or decrease in cash. The analysis for past years is
accurate and relatively easy to perform (if you have maintained good records).

The analysis for future years is more difficult because you will be required to make
assumptions: interest rates, equity appreciation rates, inflation rate, your spending
rate and many other variables. Small changes in the assumptions can have a major
impact on the projected cash flow.

Retirees or people close to retirement have a keen interest in this type of analysis
since it will give them an estimation of how long their money will last.

As we have seen in the results of the T Rowe Price study, the higher the percentage
of stocks in your portfolio, the higher the potential returns.

Let�s assume you have a $1 million portfolio allocated 75 percent fixed and 25
percent stocks. Let�s also assume the fixed investment returns 5.5 percent annually
and the stocks return 1.25 percent in dividends and appreciate at 11 percent annually.

The annual income generated would be $41,250 from fixed and $3,125 from stocks
for a total of $44,375. Additionally, your stocks would appreciate by $27,500. Your
total portfolio would have increased by $71,875.

If your portfolio was 25 percent fixed and 75 percent stock, then you have generated
$13,750 (5.5 percent x $250,000) from the fixed investment, $9,375 (1.25 percent x
$750,000) from stocks for a total of $23,125.

The stocks would have appreciated $82,500 (11 percent x $750,000) and your
total portfolio would have increased $105,625. Almost $34,000 more than the first
example! Over time, this difference would grow at a faster rate due to compound-
ing.

In both examples, money was not withdrawn from the portfolio. However, you many
need to withdraw money. So, you would need to adjust the allocation to best fit your
needs.

Spreadsheet software (Excel, Lotus) is well-suited to run this type of optimization
model. Spreadsheet software allows you to make infinite changes to the variables and
immediately see results.

Estimating cash flow for future years will help guide you in implementing an
allocation strategy that is right for you.

*  *  *  *  *
Eugene �Gene� Reiss, President of TurnAround Strategies, provides consulting

services for businesses and  individuals. Mr. Reiss and his wife, Libby, have lived in
Scotch Plains for over 30 years where their three children attended the public schools.

Please See Another
Column on Page 5

By EUGENE REISS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Allocation Strategy is Key
For Income Generation

And Capital Appreciation


