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Fanwood to Rename Carriage House
After Former Mayor Patricia M. Kuran

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

The first Democratic mayor and the
first female mayor of the Borough of
Fanwood will be memorialized on
Sunday, January 24, as the Fanwood
Carriage House is renamed the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center.

Mrs. Kuran, who died November
19, 1996, was elected Mayor of
Fanwood in 1982 and served two
terms through 1991. She also served
on borough council from 1979-1981.

Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly, who proposed renaming
the Carriage House in Mrs. Kuran�s
honor, said, �It�s something I�ve been
thinking about since Pat died. I
wanted to do something to memori-
alize her.�

�She brought me into politics in
Fanwood, and before finishing my
mayoral term, I wanted to see some-
thing in place,� she added.

Mrs. Connelly continued the work
initiated by Mrs. Kuran to preserve
the Carriage House by applying for
historic preservation funding to help
defray the expense of much-needed
repairs to the circa 1882 structure.

The Carriage House is located at
129 Watson Road adjacent to
Fanwood�s Borough Hall on Martine
Avenue. It is the only original build-
ing left on the site of the �Home-
stead,� a summer resort hotel which
drew vacationers from New York City
in the late 19th century. The founda-
tion is brick and stone with board and
batten siding, sliding barn doors and
double-hinged doors with Italianate
paneling reminiscent of Gothic Re-
vival styling.

The site was featured on the
borough�s first Historic Walking Tour
of 14 Fanwood buildings on May 21,
1995.

Since 1982, the building has been
used by The Philathalians, a commu-
nity drama club that dates back to
1932. The carriage floor serves as the
stage for the troupe, while the room
originally used for waiting carriage
house hands is where the audience
now sits. Seating is available for
between 60 and 70 patrons. The
Philathalians season runs from Oc-
tober through May and includes three

productions.
The second floor of the structure

houses several passenger sleds from
the late 1890s which are used to deco-
rate the lawn of Borough Hall during
the Christmas holiday season.

The Carriage House is also used
for a poetry reading series, and Mayor
Connelly is hopeful that the borough�s
newly-formed Cultural Arts Com-
mittee will be successful in �using
the accommodations to bring other
cultural events to Fanwood.�

She indicated that a new roof, up-
graded wiring and other repairs were
initiated �to make sure that the facil-
ity could be used fully.�

While Mrs. Kuran was devoted to
her students and colleagues in the
Plainfield Schools System where she
served 25 years, she was equally com-
mitted to the community of Fanwood.

As mayor, Mrs. Kuran instituted a
�Listening Post� at The Corner Store
in Fanwood to provide residents with
a regular forum in which to speak
with the mayor about borough issues.
She also wrote the �Mayor�s Corner�
column in The Times.

Mrs. Kuran is remembered by her
former colleagues of both political
parties in Fanwood as someone who
wanted the best for the community.

�She was a very highly-regarded
person,� said Mrs. Connelly, �a good
role model in Fanwood government.
She did the right things for the right
reasons.�

The former mayor was also active
in organizations working for chil-
dren and the environment. Having
served on the Union County Envi-
ronmental Health Advisory Board
and the Board of the YWCA of
Plainfield, Mrs. Kuran was also an
officer of the New Jersey League of
Municipalities.

Mrs. Kuran launched Mrs.
Connelly�s career in borough gov-
ernment by naming her to the Envi-
ronmental Commission and Plan-
ning Board at the start of her tenure
as mayor.

�After a couple years, she asked
me to run for council,� recalled Mrs.
Connelly, who made a respectable,
though unsuccessful, first run against
Republican Congressman Bob Franks
last November.

Mrs. Kuran�s successful bid for
mayor set in motion a pattern of
female Democratic leadership in the
borough. She was succeeded by cur-
rent Union County Freeholder Linda
d. Stender who held the post from
1991-1995 when Mrs. Connelly took
over.

The mayor extended an invitation
to all borough residents to attend the
January 24 dedication ceremony
which begins at 1:30 p.m. with re-
freshments immediately following.

Residents should respond to Bor-
ough Clerk Eleanor McGovern at
(908) 322-8236 if they are interested
in attending.

David B. Corbin for The Times

LANDMARK TO BE RENAMED�The historic Carriage House, located on
Watson Road in Fanwood, will be renamed the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center this Sunday, January 24, at 1:30 p.m. in memory of the borough�s first
woman Mayor. Officials hope to expand cultural arts programs within the
community as it approaches the year 2000.

Fanwood Police Officers Receive Promotions;
Sun Tavern Owner Given Relief From Penalty

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Officials dealt with a busy agenda
last Wednesday during the Fanwood
Borough Council�s first regular meet-
ing of the new year. Per a resolution
amending meeting dates for 1999,
council agenda sessions will con-
tinue to take place the first Wednes-
day of the month, while regular meet-
ings will be held the second Thurs-
day, unless otherwise rescheduled.
All meetings begin at 8 p.m.

Last week�s meeting opened on a

celebratory note, as Janice Mitchell,
who recently retired from the
Fanwood Board of Health after a
dozen years of service, was honored
by the governing body with a resolu-
tion and a commemorative plate en-
graved with the borough seal. She is
the sister of Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell, who was sworn in to her
first term on New Year�s Day.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly re-
marked that Ms. Mitchell �donated
her time, energy and expertise in an
exemplary manner� throughout her

tenure on the Board of Health, in-
cluding five years as its President.

Also honored were three Fanwood
police patrolmen who recently re-
ceived promotions. Richard Trigo
moved up to Sergeant, while Fran-
cisco Marrero was elevated to Corpo-
ral. Patrolman Michael Caspersen
was awarded an in-grade promotion.
The Mayor praised each of the offic-
ers for their enthusiasm and dedica-
tion to the force.

Finally, Mayor Connelly an-
nounced that a proclamation was
presented two weeks ago to Fanwood
resident Benjamin Lee, an Alfred
University freshman, who recently
became an Eagle Scout.

This rank, the highest awarded by
the Boy Scouts of America, is
achieved by only 2 percent of scouts.
For his Eagle Scout project, Ben-
jamin made improvements to the
Fanwood Nature Center on Cray Ter-
race, which marked its 25th anniver-
sary in 1998.

Under subsequent business, the
governing body approved a resolu-
tion relieving restaurateur Kenneth
Duda of a penalty imposed in 1993
against the liquor license held by the
operator of the Goal Post at South
Avenue and Terrill Road.

Mr. Duda, who plans to open a Sun
Tavern restaurant at the site next
month, acquired the penalty along
with the liquor license from the former
establishment. It would have prohib-
ited him from serving alcohol for the
first 30 days the Sun Tavern was in
operation, which he feared could
negatively impact his new business.

Per a recommendation by Borough

Attorney Dennis Estis, the council reso-
lution upheld the five-year-old suspen-
sion but made it effective from Decem-
ber 15, 1998 through January 15, 1999,
so as not to impact Mr. Duda�s antici-
pated restaurant opening.

The governing body also adopted
its temporary budget for 1999, which
will enable the borough to pay its
bills until this year�s municipal bud-
get is adopted in about two months.

Council President William E.
Populus, Jr., who chairs the Admin-
istration and Finance Committee, said
the temporary spending plan equals
25 percent of Fanwood�s 1998 bud-
get of $5,528,420.

It was confirmed that the council
had received copies of the borough�s
revised Master Plan, adopted by the
Fanwood Planning Board on Novem-
ber 23, which will serve as a guide for
planning and development in the com-
munity through the year 2005.

According to Councilwoman
Karen M. Schurtz, who served on the
Planning Board while the document
was being updated, several key
changes are reflected in the revised

Suzette F. Stalker for The Times

PASSING THE HAT�Councilwoman and new Fanwood Police Commissioner
Karen M. Schurtz turns over the pager and traditional firefighter�s hat to
Councilman Louis C. Jung, who succeeds her as Fire Commissioner. The
presentation was made January 13 during the Borough Council�s first regular
meeting of 1999.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Alumni Association Plans Brick Sale
To Benefit Scholarship Program
By SONIA V. OWCHARIW

Specially Written for The Times

Dorothy from The Wizard of Oz was
once told to �follow the yellow brick
road.� The Alumni Association of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
is taking a similar route, by enabling
alumni to purchase a brick as a gift or
remembrance, to be placed on the
path graduates take when walking to
the annual commencement ceremony.

�The idea first came to me when I
was visiting my son at the University
of Richmond. They started selling
bricks and I purchased one for my
son. It was a way to raise money for
the school and to do something nice
for someone,� said Barbara Schult
Roskin, President of the Alumni
Association and a graduate of the
high school�s Class of 1961.

�The bricks offer a nice visual and
they can be purchased beginning in
the spring for a price of $50,� added
Ms. Roskin.

The bricks are red terra cotta and
contain three lines on which an in-
scription or the name of someone can
be engraved.

�It makes a lovely gift to an upcom-
ing graduate or even a past graduate, or
the bricks can be purchased in memory

of someone,� said Ms. Roskin.
�The Alumni Association is hop-

ing to get a lot of the residents who
may be masons involved with this
project,� she continued. �There are
still alumni who are living in the
Scotch Plains area, and maybe some
who can assist us,� she noted.

Back in September, Ms. Roskin
discussed her idea with the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.
Since the property belongs to the
board, Ms. Roskin had to get permis-
sion for the project.

The school board, according to
Ms. Roskin, was concerned with not
imposing any costs on taxpayers or
uplifting any of the existing side-
walks or removing any of the sur-
rounding shrubs.

�In order to make my presentation
more effective to the board, I brought
a brick as a visual. I told the board
that so many people are still con-
nected to the town, and that it would
make a wonderful alumni walk for
years to come,� added Ms. Roskin.

The money raised from purchase
of the bricks will go toward scholar-
ships that are awarded to graduating
seniors from the high school.

�Last year we presented a $500

scholarship. With the money raised
from the bricks, the Alumni Associa-
tion could present more scholar-
ships,� said Ms. Roskin.

�We�re very proud to be part of this
community, and the bricks will al-
ways be a part of our history and our
community,� she concluded. �We are
hoping that everyone will participate
to help with our alumni pathway.�

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Board of Education Reviews Components
Of Proposed School Budget for 1999-2000

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye
initiated budget discussions between
the Board of Education, administra-
tion, school principals and supervi-
sors during the board�s January 19
agenda meeting.

The superintendent presented an
overview of the budget preparation
process and a brief introduction to
the recommendations that will come
before the board over the next few
weeks.

The public hearing on the pro-
posed budget for the 1999-2000
school year is tentatively scheduled
for Tuesday, March 23, with the
Annual School Board and Budget
Elections set for Tuesday, April 20.
All budget meetings will be televised

on TV-34 for the public to follow.
Assistant Superintendent for In-

struction Dr. John R. Crews, Direc-
tor of Special Services Eleanor
McClymont, and Interim Director of
Instructional Technologies and grade
six through 12 Math Supervisor
Donald Williams spoke briefly of
recommendations on Staff Supervi-
sion and Professional Development,
Special Needs Initiatives, and Cur-
riculum and Technology Initiatives,
respectively.

Board members opted to hold their
questions until this evening when
they will explore these areas with
administrators and supervisors in

small discussion groups.
Dr. Choye identified the following

elements which factor into this year�s
budget preparations: the district�s
strategic plan, and state mandates,
namely CEIFA (Comprehensive Edu-
cation Improvement and Finance
Act), curriculum standards, expan-
sion of state testing, special educa-
tion and continuing education.

She also cited �litigious leanings�
such as the board�s refusal to pay
tuition for Scotch Plains-Fanwood
students attending the Union County
Magnet High School for Science,
Mathematics and Technology.

She included new staff members

(including 80 non-tenured teachers),
increasing student enrollment and
aging facilities as other factors to be
considered.

Dr. Crews focused on executing
the curriculum guides which the
board has approved on an ongoing
basis since September 1997.

�We want to make these outstand-
ing guides consistently implemented
throughout the district,� he explained.
�It�s a major supervisory problem.�

Dr. Crews also spoke of the phas-
ing-in of state testing in areas like
foreign language, art and workplace
readiness skills for which students
must be prepared.

In addition, he identified the chang-
ing roles of teachers challenged to
create active student learning envi-
ronments; to accommodate different

Candidates May Submit
Nominating Petitions
For Local BOE Seats

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

School board elections in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Westfield and
Mountainside are still three months
away, but prospective candidates may
now obtain nominating petitions and
additional information from the
Board Secretary�s office in their re-
spective towns. Board members are
elected to three-year terms in each of
the communities.

There are three seats open on
Westfield�s Board of Education, as
the terms of Susan Jacobson,
Annmarie Puleio and Arlene Gardner
conclude in April. Mrs. Jacobson

recently announced she will not seek
re-election to the board on which she
has served for the past 12 years.

Ms. Puleio and Ms. Gardner are
completing their freshman terms on
the school board, having first been
elected in 1996. According to the
office of School Business Adminis-
trator and Board Secretary Robert
Berman, they have not yet officially
declared their intent to run for re-
election.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the
school board seats held by Jessica D.
Simpson of Fanwood, and Edward J.
Saridaki, Jr. and Morris H. Gillet of

DECA Wins
79 Awards

At Competition
Please See Story

On Page 5CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENTS�Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco
recently presented a check for $200,000 to Scotch Plains Mayor Geri Samuels
and former Mayor Joan Papen. The grant will be used to facilitate the develop-
ment of a new municipal parking lot behind retail establishments located on East
Second Street. The state aid grant for the downtown improvements was initiated
by Senator DiFrancesco and approved by the Legislature and Governor Christie
Whitman as part of the Fiscal Year 1999 Budget Appropriations Act. Pictured,
left to right, are: Mayor Geri Samuels, Senator Donald T. DiFrancesco, and
former Mayor Joan Papen.
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OPEN HOUSE
February 2nd

RSVP: (973) 379-3442
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Summit, Edison,

Metuchen
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Police Officers Promoted;
Inherited Penalty Adjusted

plan.
The borough�s light industrial zone

has now been designated as general
commercial, reflecting the decline in
manufacturing businesses over the
years. In addition, the central com-
mercial zone has been expanded in
the hopes of spurring economic
growth, she said.

Officials revealed that the four
groups which make up the borough�s
Cultural Arts Committee may apply
for funds individually through a
matching grant program sponsored
by Union County.

Recently appointed by Mayor
Connelly, the committee includes
representatives of the Philathalians
theater group, the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission and the Fanwood
Memorial Library, as well as Adele
Kenny, who launched a poetry-read-
ing series last month at the historic
Carriage House on Watson Road.
She also obtained a $1,500 county
grant for the program.

The committee groups, who must
submit their grant money requests to
the county by Monday, February 1,
may apply for up to $5,000 collec-
tively. Most members of the council
indicated they would support match-
ing that amount in the 1999 budget, in
the event the committee was awarded
the whole $5,000 from the county.

Councilman Stuart S. Kline, how-
ever, expressed reservations about com-
mitting funds in the budget before it is
known how much grant money the
committee groups would receive.

The goal of the committee is to
expand cultural arts programs within
the community. As part of that en-
deavor, the Carriage House will be
renamed the Patricia M. Kuran Cul-
tural Arts Center during a special
dedication ceremony on Sunday,
January 24, at 1:30 p.m.

The late Mrs. Kuran, who served
as Fanwood�s first woman Mayor,
was described by council members as
a champion of both the Carriage
House and cultural arts programs.

Regarding the broadening of cul-
tural arts in Fanwood, Councilman

Kline voiced concern that program
quality be maintained. He noted that
a guest poet who recently appeared at
the Carriage House had recited a
work which included several pro-
fanities.

Mr. Kline said that although he
was not encouraging censorship, he
recommended officials set guidelines
for material presented at such events,
since they are billed as �family events�
by the borough.

Councilman Populus remarked that
such experiences represent �trial and
error,� and concurred that measures
could be taken in the future to avoid
having offensive material presented
at borough functions.

George Weiss of Fanwood�s Chan-
nel 35 testified during the meeting
that while the poetry reading was
intended for broadcast on the cable
access channel, all portions contain-
ing any offensive material would be
edited before the program is aired.

He added that Ms. Kenny had been
equally taken by surprise at the lan-
guage contained in the poetry read-
ing and had asked that it be excised
before being broadcast to the public.

�We don�t put anything on the air
that we don�t shoot or see first,� Mr.
Weiss emphasized. �The owners of
Channel 35 are all the people of the
Borough of Fanwood, and we can
offend no one. Nothing will go out
unless we check it.�

During the portion of the meeting
allocated for public comment, Harry
McNally of Second Street lamented
that there was not greater opportunity
for input by members of the audience
at governing body meetings.

Members of the public may speak
for five minutes each at two separate
times during regular council meet-
ings. One of these time periods is
exclusively for agenda items, and the
second is for discussion of any topic.

While saying he recognized offi-
cials� need to set limits on public com-
mentary during meetings, Mr. McNally
said he wished there was a way resi-
dents could become �more involved�
in discussions of borough business.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15
• Steven Fuller, 33, of Plainfield was

charged with driving while intoxicated
after being stopped for a motor vehicle
violation on Midway Avenue, according
to police. He was released on his own
recognizance pending a court date.

MONDAY, JANUARY 18
• John Lombardo, 32, of Edison was

released on his own recognizance pend-
ing a court date after he was charged with
driving while intoxicated following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue,
authorities confirmed.

learning styles; and to assess student
learning in ways beyond the �out-
moded paper-pencil test.�

One recommendation sure to strike
a positive cord with parents is a com-
mitment to facilitate teachers� profes-
sional development (the state man-
dates 20 hours per year) while mini-
mizing their time out of the classroom.

While revisions to special educa-
tion regulations will likely decrease
the numbers of classified students,
Mrs. McClymont outlined a series of
pilot programs which, she believes,
would help �bring all students up to
their greatest level of potential.�

For example, there is a recommen-
dation to pilot an extended kindergar-
ten program at School One. Students
would begin school at 10 a.m. and end
at 2:55 p.m. Progress of the pilot class
would be compared to that of a tradi-
tional kindergarten class in the school.

Another recommendation is to fur-
ther utilize reading recovery teach-
ers for small group instruction to first
and second graders at Brunner
School. This pilot would also create
a literacy group for kindergarten par-
ents at Evergreen School that would

encourage families �to produce a lit-
eracy-rich environment at home,�
explained Mrs. McClymont.

She also mentioned possible expan-
sion of the district�s gifted and talented
program to include autonomous learn-
ing opportunities that would allow for
greater participation from students with
a wide variety of talents.

Recommendations in the areas of
technology and curriculum included
continued implementation of the
district�s technology plan plus intro-
duction of full-time music and visual
arts teachers at each elementary school.

Interestingly, Mr. Williams� pre-
sentation also touched on enhancing
athletic opportunities for young men
and women at the middle schools,
and purchasing new uniforms for the
marching band at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

In other business, Dr. Choye and
board members discussed the 1999-
2000 school calendar which, in its pro-
posed form, calls for schools to open to
students Wednesday, September 8, and
close on Thursday, June 22, 2000.

The proposed calendar schedules a
week-long vacation for students Febru-
ary 21-25 (in addition to the traditional
six-day break in April). Three days of the
February break would be used for profes-
sional development days for teachers.

Further discussion on the school
calendar will take place at the board�s
Thursday, January 28, public meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOE Reviews Components
Of Proposed School Budget

Scotch Plains, are up for election this
spring.

Mrs. Simpson and Mr. Gillet are
each concluding their second terms
on the board, having first been elected
in 1993. Mr. Saridaki, who was first
elected in 1996, is completing his
inaugural term.

On January 19, the Board
Secretary�s office in Scotch Plains
confirmed that, as yet, no nominat-
ing petitions have been filed by
present board members or any other
members of the community.

Vacancies on the Mountainside
Board of Education this year include
the seats of Patricia Knodel and John
Perrin. Neither board member, or
any other candidates, have filed peti-
tions so far, according to the school
board office.

To become a member of a local
Board of Education in New Jersey,
the New Jersey School Boards Asso-
ciation (NJSBA) states �you must be
able to read and write; hold citizen-
ship and one year�s residence in the
school district; have no interest in
any contract with, or claim against,
the board; not hold office as Mayor or
as a member of the governing body of
the same district, and be registered to
vote in the district and not be dis-
qualified as a voter under N.J.S.A.
19:4-1.�

The first step in becoming a candi-
date is completion of a nominating
petition. Prospective candidates must
obtain 10 signatures from qualified
voters in their community as an en-
dorsement of their candidacy. The
petition must be filed at least 50 days
before the Tuesday, April 20, elec-
tion.

This year, interested parties have
until 4 p.m. on Monday, March 1, to
declare their candidacy by submit-
ting a completed petition to the board
secretary�s office in their district.

The NJSBA advises prospective
candidates to consider the depth of
the commitment required of school
board members. It states:

1. Understand that education to-
day is extremely complex.

2. Listen to opposing views and be
able to defend the board�s philosophy
and goals.

3. Be willing to invest the many
hours necessary to meet your respon-
sibilities.

4. Serve out of a sincere desire to
benefit the community rather than
for personal glory or to carry out
personal objectives.

5. Bear in mind that, as a state
official, you have a responsibility to
all the children in the state, not solely
to those in the local district.

Mr. Berman confirmed that board
members devote a lot of time to board
responsibilities, which include two
monthly public meetings, two or three

separate monthly committee meet-
ings, and hours of �prep time� in
between.

�Different times of the year mean
different things,� he said, referring
to the extra hours required during
budget preparation or contract nego-
tiations.

Mr. Berman Added, �You don�t
really know what you�re getting into�
in terms of time commitment until
actually elected to the board.

Financial reporting of campaign
contributions are another factor for
candidates to consider. For example,
board candidates who receive any
contributions (including their own
funds) are required under the New
Jersey Campaign Contributions and
Reporting Act to file a Certificate of
Organization and Designation of
Campaign Treasurer and Depository
form with the Election Law Enforce-
ment Commission (ELEC).

Candidates who intend to spend in
excess of $2,400 must make a full
and detailed report to the ELEC.
Even if expenditures do not exceed
$2,400, any single contribution in
excess of $300 must be reported to
the commission and the source iden-
tified.

In conjunction with the NJSBA,
county school boards sponsor regional
education programs for school board
candidates in March. Programs ad-
dress the structure and responsibili-
ties of the school board, and provide
information on topics such as policy-
making, school administration,
school finance and budgeting, school-
community relations, collective bar-
gaining, and relations among the
board, superintendent and staff.

The briefing for Union County�s
local school board candidates will
take place on Thursday, March 18, at
7 p.m. at East Brunswick High
School. For further information,
please call (877) 294-6418.

Once elected, first-year board mem-
bers are required by state law to at-
tend an NJSBA training program on
the roles and responsibilities of school
board members. To satisfy this re-
quirement, the NJSBA Board Mem-
ber Academy offers an intensive �New
Board Member Orientation� week-
end conference.

The conference �is tailored to de-
velop knowledge and skills that will
help new members function effec-
tively as part of a local board of
education,� according to literature
provided by the NJSBA.

The academy also offers ongoing
educational opportunities for board
members through programs that ad-
dress labor relations, leadership
skills, effective decision-making,
policy-making, budgeting, commu-
nity relations, school law and legis-
lation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

School Board Candidates
Invited to Submit Petitions

Judge Cuddie Davidson, Jr., 77, Dies;
Assistant Prosecutor, Town Attorney

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

Westfield will remember a long-
time servant of the community, as
well as the judiciary, when retired
Superior Court Judge Cuddie E.
Davidson, Jr. is memorialized this
Saturday, January 23, during a 2 p.m.
service at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.

Judge Davidson died Tuesday
morning at his Bridgewater home
after a long illness.

Born in Chicago in 1921, he was
raised in Miami, Oklahoma where
his father, Cuddie E. Davidson, Sr.,
was a judge of the Ottawa County
Court.

The family moved to New Jersey in
1934. The younger Davidson lived in
Westfield for 57 years prior to mov-
ing to Bridgewater.

He served as Union County Assis-
tant Prosecutor and later as Town
Attorney in Westfield before resign-
ing when named to the Superior Court
bench in 1973. He served for 15 years
and retired in 1988.

�Cuddie was a strong individual.
He had a lot of compassion but was
known on the bench for his strength,�
his long-time friend and former law
partner, Grant Buttermore, told The
Westfield Leader.

The firm was originally started by
Gustus Nash in the 1920s. Judge
Davidson�s father later joined Mr.

Nash, the Town Magistrate (a posi-
tion now called the Municipal Judge)
at the time, to form Nash and
Davidson.

After Mr. Nash�s retirement in
1950, Judge Davidson�s father oper-
ated the firm on his own until he was
joined by his son as a partner. At this
time, the law firm was renamed
Davidson and Davidson. The East
Broad Street firm is now known as
Buttermore Mullen Jeremiah and
Phillips.

�He (Judge Davidson) had two
loves � golf and the law � and he did
well at both of them,� said Mr.

Buttermore. �He was well known
and loved in town.�

Mr. Buttermore described Judge
Davidson as �very strict � very
precise,� and as someone who �al-
ways called a spade a spade.� He
further described his former law
partner as �a very studious student
of the law.�

Former Westfield Councilwoman
Betty List was a long-time neigh-
bor of the Judge. She fondly re-
called his �wonderful sense of hu-
mor,� as well as his impact on the
community.

�He was an extraordinary person
and a wonderful neighbor,� said Mrs.
List. �He represented all that was
good and noble.�

Mrs. List served on the council
from 1977 to 1984, a tenure that
began after Judge Davidson had
moved onto the bench.

�I always appreciated and enjoyed
his advice and his leadership on is-
sues,� said Mrs. List.

Judge Davidson was succeeded as
Town Attorney by Robert Mooney,
also a member of the Davidson law
firm. Mr. Mooney left the position
when he himself was named a Supe-
rior Court Judge.

Active in the community, Judge
Davidson had been a 50-year
member of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, where he
served as an Elder, Deacon and
Treasurer.

He also was a long-time member of
the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield.

Professionally, he served as Presi-
dent of the Union County Bar Asso-
ciation, as well as Chairman of its
Ethics Committee.

He additionally chaired the
Westfield Joint Civic Committee, an
organization which put forward can-
didates for the Westfield Board of
Education prior to the days of com-
petitive elections.

All organizations in town were
represented on the committee. The
groups would then select candidates
to be screened by a subcommittee of
the Joint Civic Committee.

Judge Davidson also chaired a
committee to reexamine the Town
Charter, the legal mechanism by
which the town government oper-
ates.

The Weehawkin High School alum-
nus graduated from Rutgers Univer-
sity and from the Rutgers Law School
in 1949.

DECA Students Conduct
Free Enterprise Campaign

SCOTCH PLAINS � The Scotch
Plains � Fanwood High School
DECA Chapter, an Association of
Marketing Students, is conducting a
Free Enterprise Promotion Campaign
as part of their marketing studies.

Sophomore students, Rob Bugg,
Doug Gillie and Eric Konzelman
have planned activities which are
designed to promote the economic
system to a variety of audiences.

Doug stated, �There are so many
opportunities available not only in
business ownership but as members
of the workforce, especially in the
corporate world, and we often take
them for granted. We want to en-
courage others to take advantage of
our economic system.�

Students began their project with a

series of interviews of local business
owners to determine how small busi-
ness owners remain competitive in
the economic system, how to make a
business successful, and problems
which may be encountered.

One of the goals of DECA is to
inform students at the high school
and middle schools of the advantages
of Free Enterprise in order to encour-
age students to fully take advantage
of all opportunities.

DECA students are planning a
High School Essay Contest entitled,
�What Free Enterprise Means to My
Future.� Cash prizes will be offered
for winning entries.

Games, such as Free Enterprise
Jeopardy and Concentration will also
be offered to participants.

FREE ENTERPRISE STUDY�The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
Chapter, an Association of Marketing Students, is conducting a Free Enterprise
Promotion Campaign as part of their marketing studies. Students interviewed
local business owners to determine how small business owners remain competi-
tive in our economic system, how to make a business successful, and how to
confront problems. Pictured, left to right, are: DECA students Doug Gillie and
Eric Konzelman, and Ray Pardon, Proprietor of Nuts n� Plenty and President of
the Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association, after an interview on
small business ownership.

Judge Cuddie Davidson, Jr.

Rutgers Cooperative Reveals
Keys to Financial Success

WESTFIELD � Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension recently held its third
statewide Money 2000 conference
featuring financial author and NBC
news commentator, Jordan
Goodman.

Mr. Goodman suggested the fol-
lowing tips for financial success:

• Investors need to be self-reliant
today. You can no longer count on
your employer or the government to
provide for your future. Workers must
plan and save themselves.

• It is preferable to save now in
tax-deferred plans and pay tax later.

• Dollar-cost averaging (investing
a regular amount at regular inter-
vals) was also recommended. Instead
of market timing, you lower the aver-
age cost of investments over time.

• Participants should never refuse
�free money� or employer matching.

• 401K plan loans should be used
only for serious purposes. Investing to
earn the highest return your risk toler-
ance level will allow was advised. An
extra 1 percent can make a big difference.

• Investors should set their level
of pain (how much they can stand to
lose) up front and sell when they fall
below this figure.

• Stock profits come from dis-
counting the obvious and betting on
the unexpected. Mutual funds are
recommended.

• Repayment of debt should be a
priority and provides a higher guar-
anteed rate of return than most in-
vestments. It was advised to reduce
debt and invest simultaneously.

• People should not think that they
will be saved by the lottery or an
inheritance.

• Principal prepayment may or
may not be advisable. If you can
reinvest money at a higher interest
rate than your mortgage (stocks,
growth funds) do that instead.

Mr. Goodman recommended the
following �12 Commandments of
Personal Finance�:

1.  Never refuse free money (maxi-
mum employer 401K match).

2.  Buy things that appreciate and
lease things that depreciate.

3.  Become a credit card �surfer�
and switch to low-rate cards.

4.  Use time when it is on your
side and compound interest.

5.  Set up automatic savings plans
(401K)

6.  Know where to spend your
money.

7.  Do not count on a �white
knight� to save you, such as the lot-
tery or inheritance.

8.  Earn the highest possible yields
on your cash.

9.  Buy insurance mainly to replace
lost income, not as an investment.

10.  Do not automatically make
extra principal payments on your
mortgage (compare with alternative
investments.)

11.  Remember that you live in the
�sandwich generation.�

12.  Use the Investment Pyramid
of Risk by investing less money at
high levels of risk.

For further information about Money
2000 and other educational programs,
please contact Dr. Karen M. Ensle at
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County at (908) 654-9854.

Jewish Federation Prepares
�Super Sunday� Fundraiser
SCOTCH PLAINS � The Jewish

Federation of Central New Jersey
will sponsor �Super Sunday,� an
event devoted to raising funds to
support Jews in need in Central New
Jersey, Israel and worldwide featur-
ing area elected officials, on Sunday,
February 7, from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. at
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Mayor Christian Bollwage of
Elizabeth, Union County Sheriff
Ralph Froelich, Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella, Assemblyman
Richard H. Bagger of Westfield, As-
semblyman Weingarten of Union
Township and Senator Louis
Bassano of Union Township will be
expected to make phone calls of
support.

Also supporting Super Sunday

are Mayor Robert Ellenport of
Clark; Assemblyman Joseph
Sulliga, Maryann S. Connelly of
Fanwood; and Freeholder Linda d.
Stender.

Michael Simon of Westfield,
Joyce and Morton Weinstein of
Mountainside, and Don Rosenthal
of Westfield are organizing the
event.

�Our theme is to reach out and
connect. We believe that Super Sun-
day is a day for the Jewish Commu-
nity to rally behind those values we
hold dear � support for education,
social services and Israel,� stated
Mr. Rosenthal.

All members of the Jewish com-
munity are invited to participate. For
more information or to volunteer for
the event, please call (908) 889-5335.


