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Borough Council Expected to Vote Tonight
On Ordinance Seeking Dean Oil Referendum

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council
met for just one half hour May 26
before recessing into executive ses-
sion to address the final phase of
contract negotiations with the
Fanwood Policeman�s Benevolent
Association Local No. 123.

During the brief agenda session,
governing body members reviewed
three ordinances introduced last
month which are scheduled for a
public hearing at the council�s regu-
lar meeting tonight, June 10.

The first measure amends the
borough�s salary ordinance to reflect
the current salary of the tax collector.
The second ordinance supports a non-
binding referendum which would
allow voters to tell elected officials,
through a ballot question, whether or
not they feel the borough should pur-
sue acquisition of the Dean Oil prop-
erty through the right of eminent
domain.

A development partnership has
proposed construction of a two-story
garden apartment complex on the
long-vacant site, located at the cor-

ner of LaGrande Avenue and Second
Street. The idea has drawn the ire of
neighbors, who maintain the project
would be inappropriate and detri-
mental to the surrounding area.

Council President William E.
Populus, Jr., who chairs the govern-
ing body�s Administration and Fi-
nance Committee, said the proposed
referendum is expected to include
information on the market value of
the property and how acquisition of
the land would potentially impact
taxpayers.

The final ordinance up for a vote
tonight amends an earlier one con-
cerning purchases to be made through
a lease agreement with the Union
County Improvement Authority.

Included on the revised list are

several storage sheds to be used by
the Police and Public Works Depart-
ments, as well as for Administration
and Finance business. In addition,
the borough is seeking a new base
radio station through which its emer-
gency units can be summoned.

In a separate discussion, Council-
man Populus revealed that the bor-
ough has applied for $400,000 from
�Project Downtown Union County,�
a grant program through which $5
million will be distributed to help
local towns upgrade their business
districts.

Mr. Populus told The Times the
anticipated funds would be used for
streetscape improvements and the
installation of underground telephone

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Residents, for the Most Part, Favor Efforts
By State Officials to Scrap Commuter Tax
By KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Tines

If area commuters are any indica-
tion, New Jersey�s lawsuit to block
legislation repealing the Big Apple�s
so-called commuter tax only for
neighboring New York State resi-
dents can�t move fast enough.

�I would absolutely like to see it
repealed for us,� said Rhonda
Shelman, of Westfield. �But I think
it�s naïve to think it (the money col-
lected through the commuter tax)
wouldn�t have to come out of some-
where, out of someone�s pockets. I

have mixed feelings about that.�
Ms. Shelman, who commutes

five days a week to Midtown Man-
hattan from Westfield to her job as
a vice president of sales for an
apparel company, is typical of many
of the commuters randomly inter-
viewed recently by The Times at
both the Westfield and Fanwood
train stations last Friday and on
Monday.

Many think it is unfair that New
York City�s 33-year-old tax on people
commuting into the city to work be
repealed only for New York State

residents and would like to see the
tax repealed for all neighboring states.

The 0.45 percent tax on a
commuter�s income is warranted,
New York City Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani has said, because of the vari-
ous services commuters use in the
city. The tax affects mainly New York
State, New Jersey and Connecticut
commuters, although some Pennsyl-
vania residents also travel daily into
the city to work.

The battle over the commuter tax
began when New York Governor
George Pataki signed legislation two

weeks ago that repealed the
longstanding tax only for residents
of his state. In response, New Jersey�s
Attorney General was given supple-
mentary powers enabling the office
to file a lawsuit on behalf of state
citizens affected by the tax that would
block the legislation.

The lawsuit was announced last
week amidst much fanfare, includ-
ing the appearance of New Jersey
Governor Christine Todd Whitman
in the Hoboken Terminal and several
officials from Hudson, Essex and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Weekend Show
Promises Lots
Of Fun, Food

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

It isn�t going to be politics as usual
at the fifth annual Classic Car and
Craft Show, which will be held in
Scotch Plains this Sunday, June 13,
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In an event that Republicans and
Democrats alike won�t want to miss,
Mayor Geri M. Samuel has volun-
teered to take the plunge in this year�s
dunk-tank. Other volunteer dunk-
tank sitting ducks will be Council-
man Martin I. Marks; Township At-
torney Andrew Baron; former Coun-
cilman Robert Johnston; and Con-
struction Official/Zoning Officer
Robert LaCosta.

The event, sponsored by the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional
Association (SPBPA) in conjunction
with the Emmanuel Cancer Founda-
tion, with four regional New Jersey
offices including one in Scotch Plains,
offers �something for everyone,� ac-
cording to event Chairman and
SPBPA Treasurer Steve Hoeckele.

There will be 150 classic and re-
stored cars, which will compete for
46 trophies in numerous categories,
including best paint job, best interior
and People�s Choice. The trophies
were donated by local businesses.

The craft show, organized by Mabel
Ginsberg, Event Coordinator for the
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation, will
include a diverse array of crafters
and artisans.

�The craft show raises approxi-

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

AN ELEGANT AFFAIR...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students gathered last Friday night at the Bushinger home
for a pre-prom party. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling, Matt Messina, Tom Gentile, Scott Laganger, Marc Ricca, David
Goldstein, Josh Ricca, Gary DeVita, Dan Morris and John Zommer; back row, Jenn Miller, Kate Bereznak, Danielle
Kapner, Alyssa Sams, Stacy Bushinger, Kate Feighner, Eileen Sweeney, Marissa Lorenz and Cristin Curry.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

LET�S GET GOING...Matt Messina and Jenn Miller prepare to leave the party
for their senior prom at the Berkeley Plaza in Berkeley Heights.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL...This couple arrived at the party in style by
way of a motor cycle as did a few other couples.

Mr. Jung Wins GOP
Nod for Boro Mayor
In Landslide Victory

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Louis C. Jung
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Scotch Plains, Fanwood to Receive
�99 Pocket Park Grants from County
Scotch Plains and Fanwood will be

awarded $100,000 each as part of
$1,619,700 to be awarded to 20 towns
through the Union County�s Project
Pocket Park matching grant program.

Combined with last year�s $3.1-
million program, more than $6.33
million will be spent on upgrading
public parks around the county for
the 1998 and 1999 programs, ac-
cording to Freeholder Chairman
Nicholas P. Scutari.

As outlined in the Scotch Plains�
application, $87,500 of the funds
will be used for improvements at
Kramer Manor Park, with another
$12,500 utilized to bring Haven Park
into compliance with the Americans
With Disabilities (ADA).

The township will match the county
funding dollar-for-dollar under the
provisions of the program.

The funds at Kramer will be used
for enhancements to existing
ballfields and soccer fields, along
with the creation of a modular play-
ground. Funds will also be earmarked

for drainage, irrigation, handicapped
parking, fencing and a safety barrier.

Haven Park will also be brought
into ADA compliance, along with
the addition of tables, fountains and
a modular playground.

Fanwood will receive $100,000 to
increase the size of the LaGrande
Park recreation building while mak-
ing the building handicapped acces-
sible. That project, though, is still
being debated.

A group, STOP, which stands for
Stop Threatening Our Park and is
spearheaded by Planning Board
Chairman Greg Cummings, is op-
posing the plan.

That group also includes Recre-
ation Commissioner George Speer
and former Councilman Bob
McCarthy. Their concerns focus on
the potential tax impact the expan-
sion will have on residents, child
safety, the paving over of play areas,
of green space for a parking lot,
administrative demands, mainte-
nance and policing requirements.

When checks are cut, neighboring
Westfield will also receive $100,000
divided among four projects, includ-

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

WEDDING BELLS�It was a perfect day for a wedding in Scotch Plains last
Friday, when Mayor Geri M. Samuel performed her ninth nuptial ceremony of
the year. Originally slated to take place in the township�s gazebo, the happy
couple decided to move the affair a block away to the Stage House, where they
were holding a small reception. Pictured, left to right, are: Kimberly Colello,
Lois Ruhno, Andrea Marinelli, Joseph Colello, Michael Ruhno and Joseph
Leone. Facing them is Mayor Samuel.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Councilman Louis C. Jung hand-
ily won the Republican nomination
for Mayor of Fanwood Tuesday dur-
ing the borough�s first contested pri-
mary election in more than 40 years.

Mr. Jung, currently in his second
term on the governing body, de-
feated Daniel P. Valentino, 3rd, with
tallies of 405 to 119. Mr. Valentino,
a member of the Board of Health
and former Vice President of the
Fanwood Republican Club, made
his debut bid for elected office in
this race.

A total of 616 voters participated
in this year�s primary � an increase
over the past two years� totals, ac-
cording to Borough Clerk and Ad-
ministrator Eleanor McGovern�s of-
fice. Both Councilman Jung and Mr.
Valentino got the most votes in their
home districts, the 6th and 7th, re-
spectively.

Mr. Jung will now vie with Coun-
cil President William E. Populus, Jr.,
the Democratic nominee, to become
the first Fanwood Mayor of the new
millennium in the General Election
on Tuesday, November 2. Council-
man Populus, who was unopposed in
the primary, received 79 votes. He is
also in his second term.

The winner of the General Elec-
tion will succeed Democratic Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly on January 1,
2000. Mrs. Connelly, who is contem-
plating another run for Congress next
year, did not seek a second term as
Mayor. In Fanwood, Mayoral terms
are for four years each.

�I�m very happy and pleased,�
Councilman Jung said after the elec-
tion results were announced. �My
sense is that the Fanwood voters did
recognize my service and experience
of the past six years. I think they
appreciated that.�

Mr. Jung said he and fellow mem-
bers of the local Republican ticket
visited 750 borough households dur-
ing the course of the campaign, to
gauge residents� opinions on issues
impacting the municipality.

�That�s how I know what they�re
thinking,� he said. �It reaffirms what
a great, great town Fanwood is. People
like to tell you what they�re thinking,
and welcome the chance to talk to
candidates.�

Mr. Jung�s platform revolved
around his experience over two de-

cades as a councilman and, earlier, as
a long-time member and President of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education.

First appointed to fill a council
vacancy in 1993, he was elected to
full terms later that year and again in
1996. He received the endorsement
of the Fanwood Republican Munici-
pal Committee in this year�s pri-
mary.

During his campaign, the 25-year
borough resident said he hoped to
further efforts to revitalize the down-
town, including the Dean Oil prop-
erty, and also cited zoning changes
and the need to increase volunteerism
as pivotal issues for the borough as it
enters the 21st century.

Under the campaign banner
�Working for the People,� Mr.
Valentino, a 12-year borough resi-
dent and owner of a Fanwood-based
trucking business, called for a greater
public role in decisions made by the
governing body.

He also unveiled proposals during
his campaign for a community center
at the Dean Oil site, as well as for
curbside recycling and law enforce-
ment ventures he maintained would
deter crime and drunk driving along
Terrill Road, while saving the bor-
ough money and enhancing police-
community relations.

�I�d like to congratulate the Re-
publican party for finally waking up,�
Mr. Valentino remarked after the elec-
tion, attributing the greater-than-
usual primary voter turnout to the
challenge he presented to the GOP
Committee�s choice. He said he ran
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SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2
• Charles Morton, 51, of Linden

was arrested and charged with driv-
ing under the influence of alcohol
and refusing to submit to a breath
test after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue.

THURSDAY, JUNE 3
• A resident of O�Donnell Avenue

reported the theft of a package left on
the porch of the house for delivery.

• A car radio was reported stolen

from a vehicle parked at Coles
School.

• The theft of $100 in cash from a
vehicle parked in the 2200 block of
Lyde Place was reported.

• Gerard Thompson, 34, of Scotch
Plains, was arrested and charged with
possession of suspected cocaine and
drug paraphernalia pursuant to an
officer investigation of a disturbance
at his residence at approximately 3:45
p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
and cable wiring in Fanwood�s down-
town. He said borough officials expect to
receive a response from the county by the
end of this month or early July.

Councilman Louis C. Jung, who
chairs the council�s Public Works Com-
mittee, updated his colleagues about a
special May 19 meeting between his
committee and approximately 30 Pleas-
ant Avenue residents to discuss pro-
posed renovations to their residential
street.

The committee had presented a com-
prehensive street improvement plan to
resurface Pleasant Avenue and install
curbing and sidewalks, but later agreed
to drop sidewalks from the package after
residents strongly objected to the pro-
posal.

Councilman Jung said last week that
plans to repave the road remain intact.
He added that his committee expects to
present a report to the full council on the
curbing plan in the near future. At the
May meeting with residents, only two
neighbors indicated they were in favor of
curbing.

The resurfacing portion of the project
is expected to cost approximately
$200,000. Councilman Jung said recently
that $100,000 of that amount had been
set aside in the 1998 municipal budget,

adding the remainder would have to be
included in the borough�s spending plan
for 2000.

Under other business, council mem-
bers discussed a proposal which would
allow individuals to pay municipal court
fines with credit cards � a practice per-
mitted by the state but which must be
instituted locally by towns.

Councilman Populus told The Times
that allowing the use of credit cards
would enable the borough to collect fines
more effectively. He said judges fre-
quently allow fines to be paid in install-
ments, which he said delays full collec-
tion and sometimes results in fines not
being paid off at all.

Mr. Populus noted during the meet-
ing that Fanwood is presently owed
more than $200,000 in uncollected
fines. A municipality�s only recourse
is to have bench warrants issued by
the Sheriff�s Department, he said,
adding that the department does not
consider these warrants to be a high
priority.

The councilman and Democratic
Mayoral nominee said funds to operate
the credit card program as part of
Fanwood�s court system are expected
to be included in next year�s municipal
budget.

Council May Vote Tonight
On Dean Oil Ordinance

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Bergen Counties dumping tea bags into
the Hudson River in a re-enactment of
the Boston Tea Party.

A hearing is scheduled for Friday in
New York Supreme Court.

�I think it is really a parochial New
York issue,� said Westfield resident Dave
Foltz, who commutes daily from
Westfield into Lower Manhattan to his
job as a tax attorney. Still, Mr. Foltz said,
since New Jersey has filed a lawsuit to
block the new legislation he cannot �imag-
ine the tax will stay.�

Mr. Foltz also said that he does not
believe a drop in income that would
occur should the commuter tax be suc-
cessfully repealed for all commuters
would hurt New York City. He pointed
out that New York City has slowly
been reducing taxes anyway and that
city officials should be prepared to deal
with an additional decrease in tax rev-
enue.

Officials have estimated that about
240,000 New Jersey commuters pay
the tax, generating $110 million for
New York City. Although many com-
muters may not pay attention to how
much is taken out of their paychecks
for the tax, it can total several hundred
dollars or more a year. The city has
been collecting about $360 million
annually from all commuters, officials
said.

Janice Whitworth, who only recently
moved to Fanwood from California, said
the tax was �most definitely� unfair.

�A lot of people have to commute to
New York. It is the capital for many
businesses and professions. They don�t
have any choice,� she stated.

Ms. Whitworth�s profession, in fact,
in the production and logistics side of the
garment industry means she must work
in New York and now commutes from
the Fanwood station daily.

Similarly, Suranjan Ray of Scotch
Plains, thinks that repealing the com-
muter tax �is more fair than having it
repealed just for New York.�

He added that he did not think the tax
was fair, in general.

Mr. Ray, who currently is in training
as a systems administrator in Midtown
Manhattan, and commutes from Fanwood
daily, wondered, however, if eliminating

the tax might hurt Manhattan financially,
particularly if the schools were financed
with any of the tax income.

John Buenavides, a Westfield resident
who commutes everyday from Westfield
to Midtown to his job as a programmer,
said he wonders if eliminating the tax
would mean an increase in local transit
fares. He admitted he was unaware of the
tax until he had begun hearing about it,
but figures that the City of New York was
using it to handle some of its internal
costs.

But one Westfield resident, who asked
not to be identified and who commutes
daily to her work in the systems area of
a major company said, �We shouldn�t
have to pay for the city�s internal infra-
structure. We�re only there to work. I
think it is great that it is being re-
pealed.�

As for how New York City will re-
place the lost income if the tax is re-
pealed, she said, �I think it�ll have to find
the money someplace else.�

Reggie Bolden, who resides in Scotch
Plains but was commuting last Friday
from the Westfield train station, said that
if the tax stays in place, he believes the
commuters� companies should have to
pick up the tab. Mr. Bolden himself does
not commute into New York daily, but
said he has many clients who do and they
complain to him about the New York
taxes.

But not everyone believes that the tax
is such a bad thing.

Bob Adsit, a Westfield resident who
commutes from Westfield to the Union
Square area of New York in his job on the
creative side of an advertising agency,
said since the story first became public
he has read various stories about com-
muter taxes.

�It is a very complex issue,� Mr. Adsit
said. �In a way, I understand taxing com-
muters going across state lines.� He added
that he does not really have a problem
with the tax and feels that as a commuter
he does use local New York City ser-
vices.

Likewise, Fanwood resident Keith
Stewart, a computer consultant who com-
mutes from Fanwood to Midtown, said
the tax does not bother him, adding that
he also is not concerned with the fact that
New York State residents might not have
to pay the tax while commuters from
neighboring states do.

�I think it (the commuter tax) is needed
to help pay for services,� Mr. Stewart
said.

Most Area Residents Favor
Scrapping Commuter Tax

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Councilman Jung Wins
GOP Nod For Boro Mayor

Classic Car, Craft Show
Planned in Scotch Plains

mately $1,000 for the Emmanuel Cancer
Foundation, which goes to help the fami-
lies of pediatric cancer patients,� said
Ms. Ginsberg.

There will also be a quilt show demon-
stration.

The cars will be displayed in the two
municipal parking lots off of Park Avenue
while the crafters will be located on the
Village Green next to the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building.

According to Mr. Hoeckele, this year is
the first time that portions of Park Av-
enue will be closed off to traffic, to

permit more space for participants to roam
about and enjoy the activities. He promises
that the event is �a lot of fun for all ages.�

Each year, the event draws an estimated
8,000 people, according to Mr. Hoeckele.

There will be a children�s petting zoo,
pony rides and a remote-controlled me-
chanical elephant ride, as well as plenty
of food to try.

Ray Pardon, SPBPA�s President, de-
scribes this as the �kick off the summer
event.�

�This yearly event is getting bigger
and bigger each year,� he said.

Fanwood TV-35
Weekly Schedule
Thursday, June 10, 8:00 P.M.

Live Broadcast of Fanwood�s
Monthly Council Meeting

Saturday, June 12, 7:00 P.M.
FYI-Fanwood Mayor
Connelly�s Show

Saturday, June 12, 8:00 P.M.
Memorial Day Services �
parade & picnic in the park

Monday, June 14, 7:00 P.M.
COP-TV - Fifth Graders�
DARE Poster Contest

Monday, June 14, 8:00 P.M.
Men of the Aircraft Carrier
Intrepid

Wednesday, June 16, 7:00 P.M.
Freeholder�s Forum

Wednesday, June 16, 8:00 P.M.
Earth Day Cleanup and
Volunteers Fair

Pre-Season
Air Conditioning

Sale!!

Avoid
Mid-Summer
Breakdowns

615 Central Avenue

Westfie
ld

(908) 9
28-0800

This spring, get a new air
conditioning system and
save up to 50% on your
electric bill. Get a 5 year
parts & labor warranty. We
offer 52 years of expert
installations. Visit our new
Westfield showroom to see
the newest equipment made
by York. If your equipment
is over 15 years old, now is
the time to change it for a
new high efficiency York
unit and get up to a $550
utility rebate.

Since

1947

Organ Concert
Sunday
June 13

4:00 P.M.

First United
Methodist

Church
1 East Broad Street

Westfield, New Jersey
Admission $10.00

at the door
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Organist F. Allen Artz
Organist/Director of Music

Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady of Sorrows, South Orange

FFFFFeatureatureatureatureaturing ting ting ting ting the music of he music of he music of he music of he music of FFFFFelix Mendelssohn, Louis-Nicolas Clérelix Mendelssohn, Louis-Nicolas Clérelix Mendelssohn, Louis-Nicolas Clérelix Mendelssohn, Louis-Nicolas Clérelix Mendelssohn, Louis-Nicolas Clérambault,ambault,ambault,ambault,ambault,
J.S. BacJ.S. BacJ.S. BacJ.S. BacJ.S. Bach, Simon Prh, Simon Prh, Simon Prh, Simon Prh, Simon Presesesesesttttton, Joseph Jongon, Joseph Jongon, Joseph Jongon, Joseph Jongon, Joseph Jongen, Louis Ven, Louis Ven, Louis Ven, Louis Ven, Louis Vierierierierierne and Micne and Micne and Micne and Micne and Michael Burhael Burhael Burhael Burhael Burkharkharkharkharkhardtdtdtdtdt

Another in the series of Pipe Sounds and Isabelle Cherry Memorial Organ Concerts

Formerly Associate Director of Music/Organist � Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Newark, NJ

On Thursday, June 24, 1999
The Times will carry on the

decades-old tradition of
publishing the graduating
class of SP-F High School

2”x3” spaces are available in
this special section to anyone
who would like to extend their

wishs to a graduate.
The cost is $30.

For details contact
Joanna at (908) 322-4155

Deadline is June 18

Erin Kathleen Zupkus
Named to Dean�s List

At Stockton State
SCOTCH PLAINS � Erin

Kathleen Zupkus, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. David McNelis
of Scotch Plains, has been named
to the Dean�s List at Richard
Stockton State College in Pomona
for the Spring 1999 semester.

Erin has just completed her
sophomore year at Stockton, earn-
ing a 4.0 grade point average, for
the second consecutive semester.
She is a Speech Pathology and
Audiology major.

Erin is a 1997 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

PUCKER UP�Charlie, pictured with
owner Bernice Luce of Scotch Plains,
was one of two �best kisser� contest
winners at People for Animals� third
annual Walk for Animals benefit. The
event, held May 16 at Cranford�s
Nomahegan Park, featured several con-
tests and raised more than $14,000 for
the organization�s pet rescue and adop-
tion programs. People for Animals, a
non-profit animal welfare organization
serving New Jersey, thanked all par-
ticipants and sponsors for their sup-
port. For further information about
People for Animals and pet adoption,
please call (908) 688-1073.

Daniel Pastula Awarded
Comcast Scholarship
 SCOTCH PLAINS � Comcast

awarded college scholarships to 50
New Jersey students recently, through
the cable operator�s College Schol-
arship Program. Comcast offered fi-
nancial assistance in the form of one-
time grants, ranging from $500 to
$2,000 to the college-bound, high
school seniors.

Among the winners was Daniel
Pastula of Scotch Plains, who re-
ceived a $500 scholarship. He is a
1999 graduate of St. Joseph�s High
School in Metuchen.

The Comcast Scholarship, now in
its 17th year, is open to all high
school seniors who live within
Comcast/New Jersey�s 143 munici-
palities throughout the state.

The students were chosen, in part,
for their outstanding academic
achievements, SAT scores, personal
essay, recommendations, participa-
tion in extracurricular and commu-
nity activities, and financial need.

All students who applied for the
available scholarships received a
Random House Thesaurus for their
interest in Comcast�s program.

ing the creation of a Robeson Park in
honor of activist, scholar, artist and ath-
lete Paul Robeson, a former Westfield
resident.

The park, to be located at Rahway
Avenue and First Street, will feature
plantings and benches and a plaque in
honor of Mr. Robeson.

Funds will also be used for the plant-
ing of trees, shrubs and the refurbishing
of Clark Memorial Park, along with
trees, shrubs and benches to complete a
small park on Central Avenue and a

playground barrier for Mindowaskin
Park.

The remaining $80,000 will be used
to bring a building at Tamaques Park,
located adjacent to the tennis courts,
into compliance with ADA. The exist-
ing restrooms, town officials have said,
are not adequate to service the users of
the park, nor are they available year
round.

Each of the towns will match county
funding dollar-for-dollar under stipula-
tions of the grant.

Other towns to be awarded grants are:
Mountainside, $39,000, resurfacing of
tennis courts, repair of a fitness trail,
along with enhancements to fencing and
the baseball field�s warning track at
Borough Hall Park.

Berkeley Heights is scheduled to re-
ceive $13,700 split between improve-
ments at Columbia and Pepper Town
Parks.

Other towns that will receive
$100,000 include Union, Roselle Park,
Roselle, Cranford, Elizabeth, New Provi-
dence, Clark, Kenilworth and Linden.

Also to receive funding are Winfield,
$27,500; Summit, $93,700; Garwood,
$8,000, and Springfield, $76,000.

�The response to Project Pocket Parks
has been overwhelming,� said Free-
holder Deborah P. Scanlon, who serves
as liaison to the Parks Advisory Board.
�Last year�s program is already seeing
results. An infusion of over $6 million
into our communities� parks will dra-
matically improve the activities that are
available to our children.�

Scotch Plains and Fanwood to
Receive Pocket Park Grants

for Mayor because he felt the local
Republican organization had become
�old and dormant.�

He accused Mr. Jung and Council-
man Stuart S. Kline, also a Republi-
can, of having sabotaged his candidacy
by taking down his campaign signs.
�It�s a shame they had to stoop to such
low levels. If they hadn�t, maybe the
results would have been different,� he
stated.

Councilman Jung categorically de-
nied his opponent�s allegation as �ab-
solutely not correct.� On behalf of him-
self and Mr. Kline, he added that �at no
time during the campaign did anyone
on my campaign team steal any of his
campaign signs.�

He said that while he does believe a
candidate should serve at least one or
two terms as a council representative
to gain experience prior to seeking the
mayor�s office, there were no attempts
by the GOP organization to disparage
Mr. Valentino in the months leading
up to the primary. He added that his
opponent brought forth some fresh
ideas which may merit further consid-
eration.

Mr. Jung, a longtime executive with
Exxon Corporation, refuted an impli-
cation by Mr. Valentino and members
of the latter�s campaign committee that
he was privately planning to accept a
job out of state following the pending
Exxon-Mobil merger.

He said he would either take a sepa-
ration package or stay on board in a
similar capacity with the combined
company. In any event, Councilman
Jung vowed, �I�m not going anyplace.�

Mr. Jung said earlier in his post-
election interview with The Times that
he hoped Mr. Valentino and his sup-
porters would join with the Republican
Committee as a team as preparations
get underway for the November race.
�After all, we�re all the same party,� he
noted.

In addition to the Mayor�s spot, there
are contested races for two open coun-
cil seats currently held by Councilmen
Jung and Kline. Mr. Kline, who is
running for a second term, has been
joined by newcomer Thomas P. Ryan,
Jr. for Mr. Jung�s seat.

On the Democratic ticket for the two

council vacancies are Patricia Plante,
who previously ran for the governing
body in 1997, and first-time candidate
Adele Kenny. Ms. Kenny was recently
named Director of the borough�s Cul-
tural Arts Committee.

In the primary, Mrs. Plante and Ms.
Kenny received 77 and 66 votes, re-
spectively. Councilman Kline garnered
435 votes, with Mr. Ryan receiving
423. Council seats are for three years
each.

A Republican sweep of all three races
in November would reverse the Demo-
crats� decade-long control of Fanwood�s
governing body. The council is cur-
rently split 3-3 along party lines, with
Mayor Connelly serving as tie-breaker
when necessary.

Mrs. Connelly is the third woman
and the third Democrat to serve as
Fanwood�s highest elected official.
Prior to her 1995 election as Mayor,
she served as a Fanwood councilwoman
and Police Commissioner for nine years.

The borough�s last Republican Mayor
was Theodore �Ted� Trumpp, now the
Fanwood Republican Municipal Chair-
man, who served from 1972 to 1983.
He was succeeded by the late Patricia
M. Kuran and then by Union County
Freeholder Linda d. Stender, both
Democrats, prior to Mrs. Connelly.

High School Students Learn Perils
Of Drunk Driving From Simulator

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS - Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School seniors had
the opportunity to experience what
it�s like to lose control of their vehicle
while under the influence of alcohol,
in a specially-equipped, computer-
ized Dodge Neon.

The car was set up Tuesday morn-
ing in the parking lot of St.
Bartholomew�s Roman Catholic
Church on Westfield Avenue. The
protoype was designed by
DaimlerChrysler Corporation.

Daimler-Benz AG has purchased
Chrysler and the new company is
now known as DaimlerChrysler AG.

The Simulator, introduced in 1988,
was developed to allow sober drivers
to experience, first-hand, the dan-
gers of drinking and driving.

After entering the driver�s weight
and hypothetical drinks consumed,
the computerized vehicle simulates a
loss of control of the brakes and
steering as would be experienced by
a person after consuming several
drinks.

Students drive the car on a safe,
controlled obstacle course with a
trained instructor operating the com-
puter in the passenger seat. The in-
structor also has access to an inde-
pendent brake pedal, according to
DaimlerChrysler�s information
packet distributed at the demonstra-
tion.

Licensed seniors drove the vehicle
while other seniors experienced first
hand, how much danger they were in
as passengers of these drivers.

All of the students standing by
were able to observe how out of con-
trol the vehicle was as it swerved
around the figure-eight course and
knocked over cones. Pop-up card-
board pedestrians were also planted
along the driving path. As the car
was programmed for a driver who
only had a few drinks, students had
an increasingly difficult time avoid-
ing hitting the cardboard figures.

After driving the course, Marc
Ricco stated that the message was
clear, �Don�t drink and drive.�

Blair Woodward commented that
the car was �really out of control.�

Matt Messino said, �This is a very
effective demonstration showing
teens how dangerous it is to drink
and drive.�

The drunk driving simulator is
leased out to high schools across the
country for approximately $3,000.
This year, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School�s Students Against Driv-
ing Drunk (SADD) Committee raised
over $2,900, according to SADD fac-
ulty advisor, Michael Abadir, a chem-
istry teacher at the high school.

�One student in particular, David
Lasus, a member of the SADD Com-
mittee, was very instrumental in rais-
ing much of the needed funds to lease
the vehicle,� Mr. Abadir said.

In previous years the demonstra-
tion was funded by a grant from the
Scotch Plains Municipal Alliance.
That grant, however was not avail-
able this year, according Kathy
Cvetovich, a spokeswoman for the
alliance.

Allstate New Jersey Insurance Com-
pany Insurance, the Scotch Plains
Municipal Alliance and several local
Dodge and Plymouth dealerships con-
tributed to the fundraising efforts, ac-
cording to Mr. Lasus.

Also on hand were specially de-
signed goggles demonstrating how
coordination and vision are affected
after consuming several drinks. While
wearing the vision-obscuring
goggles, students stumbled and stag-
gered as they unsuccessfully at-
tempted to traverse the white line or
catch a ball.

Driving Instructor Kerry Dunaway
made the point, �Teens are not social
drinkers. Teens drink in excess to get
drunk. That is why they all need to
see this demonstration.�

The Simulator will visit more than
250 schools across the United States
this year.

Mr. Abadir explained, �There are
some kids who never drink; there are
some kids who will never listen; But,
there are some kids who do drink,
who will listen, and learn from this.
Those are the kids we are hoping to
target with this program.�

The national tour was sponsored
by MADD with the backing of the
United States Department Transpor-
tation and the National Association
of Broadcasters.

DRIVE SAFELY...Elise Daniedes, a student at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, exits a prototype of The Simulator, which  helps sober drivers experi-
ence, first hand, the dangers of drinking and driving. Students had the oppor-
tunity to drive The Simulator on Tuesday at St. Bartholomew�s Roman Catholic
Church on Westfield Avenue.


