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Westfield Library Sets
June 16 Closing Date
The Westfield Memorial Li-

brary will be closed on Wednes-
day, June 16, for an in-service
training day.

Steve Lapidus Memorial Run Raises Funds
For Scholarships for High School Students

By MELISSA A. BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The seasons for the Westfield High
School boys� and girls� track teams
came to an end recently, but last
Saturday morning seemed to be an-
other exciting day at the track at Gary
Kehler Stadium. Except this time it
wasn�t a competition, but a day of
family fun to raise money for college
scholarships.

On that day, members of the
Westfield community gathered to
pay tribute to Steven L. Lapidus, a
First Amendment lawyer from
Westfield, a partner in the firm
Robinson, Lapidus and Lavelli, who
represented The Star-Ledger and The
Times of Trenton and other regional
publications. Mr. Lapidus died in
February due to complications from
surgery.

Saturday marked the first annual
Steve Lapidus Memorial Family Run
for Fun. It was an event with races for
runners from ages 4 to adult.

From the four-year-olds in the 50-
yard dash to the adults running or
walking the mile, it was easy to see
that this day was about fun. Children

were invited to try again and again at
their races. Impromptu races, such as
a shuttle relay, were also a part of the
action.

According to race organizer Sharon
Maher, it wasn�t about competition,
it was about family and having a
good time.

All proceeds from the 273 racers�
entry fees will go to the Steve Lapidus
Scholarship Fund under the aegis of
The Westfield Foundation. The schol-
arship will help a deserving student
go to college.

�Steve was a family guy,� former
Westfield Board of Education Presi-
dent Susan Jacobson said. �I think
he would have enjoyed everybody
coming out and having a good
time.�

Westfield Board of Education
Member Ginger Hardwick, Mr.
Lapidus� wife, said she was �over-
whelmed� by the support shown by
the community.

�It�s a tribute to Steve who was
always doing things with children
and for children. And he loved to run
and loved sports,� she told The
Westfield Leader.

The couple�s three children, Jake,
Sarah and Ben, are students in
Franklin Elementary and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools.

A presentation was made by New
Jersey State Assemblyman Richard
H. Bagger of Westfield who presented

 Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader

A NICE TRIBUTE...Ginger Hardwick and her three children, Sarah, 10; Jake,
12, second from left, and Ben, 6, prepare for the start of the Steve Lapidus
Memorial Family Run at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield. The race was a
tribute to Mr. Lapidus, the late husband of Ms. Hardwick, who died in February.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Residents, for the Most Part, Favor Efforts
By State Officials to Scrap Commuter Tax

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

If area commuters are any indica-
tion, New Jersey�s lawsuit to block
legislation repealing the Big Apple�s
so-called commuter tax only for
neighboring New York State resi-
dents can�t move fast enough.

�I would absolutely like to see it
repealed for us,� said Rhonda
Shelman, of Westfield. �But I think
it�s naïve to think it (the money col-
lected through the commuter tax)
wouldn�t have to come out of some-
where, out of someone�s pockets. I
have mixed feelings about that.�

Ms. Shelman, who commutes five
days a week to Midtown Manhattan
from Westfield to her job as a vice
president of sales for an apparel com-
pany, is typical of many of the com-
muters randomly interviewed re-
cently by The Westfield Leader at
both the Westfield and Fanwood train
stations last Friday and on Monday.

Many think it is unfair that New
York City�s 33-year-old tax on people
commuting into the city to work be
repealed only for New York State
residents and would like to see the
tax repealed for all neighboring states.

The 0.45 percent tax on a
commuter�s income is warranted,
New York City Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani has said, because of the vari-
ous services commuters use in the
city. The tax affects mainly New York
State, New Jersey and Connecticut
commuters, although some Pennsyl-
vania residents also travel daily into
the city to work.

The battle over the commuter tax

began when New York Governor
George Pataki signed legislation two
weeks ago that repealed the
longstanding tax only for residents
of his state. In response, New Jersey�s
Attorney General was given supple-
mentary powers enabling the office
to file a lawsuit on behalf of state
citizens affected by the tax that would
block the legislation.

The lawsuit was announced last
week amidst much fanfare, includ-
ing the appearance of New Jersey
Governor Christine Todd Whitman
in the Hoboken Terminal and several
officials from Hudson, Essex and
Bergen counties dumping tea bags
into the Hudson River in a re-enact-
ment of the Boston Tea Party.

A hearing is scheduled for Friday
in New York Supreme Court.

�I think it is really a parochial New
York issue,� said Westfield resident
Dave Foltz, who commutes daily from
Westfield into Lower Manhattan to
his job as a tax attorney. Still, Mr.
Foltz said, since New Jersey has filed
a lawsuit to block the new legislation
he cannot �imagine the tax will stay.�

Mr. Foltz also said that he does not
believe a drop in income that would
occur should the commuter tax be
successfully repealed for all com-
muters would hurt New York City.
He pointed out that New York City
has slowly been reducing taxes any-
way and that city officials should be
prepared to deal with an additional
decrease in tax revenue.

Officials have estimated that about
240,000 New Jersey commuters pay
the tax, generating $110 million for

New York City. Although many com-
muters may not pay attention to how
much is taken out of their paychecks
for the tax, it can total several hun-
dred dollars or more a year. The city
has been collecting about $360 mil-
lion annually from all commuters,
officials said.

Janice Whitworth, who only re-

cently moved to Fanwood from Cali-
fornia, said the tax was �most defi-
nitely� unfair.

�A lot of people have to commute
to New York. It is the capital for
many businesses and professions.
They don�t have any choice,� she
stated.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Man Sentenced to 18 Yrs.
For Drug Operation in Rented Home

A 33-year-old Westfield man, con-
victed of operating a large-scale drug
possession scheme out of his rented
home, was sentenced to 18 years in
state prison this week by a Superior
Court judge in Elizabeth.

Union County Prosecutor Thomas
V. Manahan said the defendant,
Darren McGhee, was found guilty of
third degree possession of cocaine,
second degree possession of cocaine
with the intent to distribute more
than a half ounce, and second degree
possession of more than a half ounce
of marijuana by a jury back in Janu-
ary.

�Besides being involved in other
crimes in Florida, the defendant had
a miniature marijuana farm growing

in his cellar, and a significant quan-
tity of high quality cocaine in his
house,� Mr. Manahan said.

In sentencing McGhee, Superior
Court Judge Miriam N. Span de-
clared him to be a �con man� who
needed to be incarcerated to prevent
him from continuing in the drug
trade.

McGhee was also ordered to serve
at least one-third of the state prison
term before he can be eligible for
parole. The sentence must be served
consecutive to the 70-month Federal
prison term he is now serving for a
similar scheme of growing and har-
vesting marijuana in large quantities
in Florida.

According to Assistant Prosecutor

James Donnelly, who presented evi-
dence at the three-day trial, the case
revolved around a search executed in
July of 1993 following an investiga-
tion by members of the Union County
Narcotic Strike Force and Westfield
Detectives Nick Norton and John
Rowe.

Inside a ranch home that the de-
fendant had rented at 1020 Ripley
Avenue, officers found 94 live mari-
juana plants about three feet tall be-
ing grown under sunlamps; a half
ounce of 81 percent pure rock crystal
cocaine in a baggie in a kitchen cabi-
net, and two small folds on top of the
television set in the living room, Mr.
Donnelly said.

�This is quite sad that a college-
educated professional was caught
with drugs that could be sold for
more than $42,000,� stated Mr.
Donnelly, who said the judge granted
his motion for extended term sen-
tencing for the defendant in the case.

McGhee, who was working as a
computer analyst at the time of his

PREPARING TO PARTY�Westfield High School seniors attend Project Gradu-
ation - BASH �99 �Senior Sundae� at the high school and sign up for the post-
graduation party. The grand prize this year will be a Gateway desktop computer
and monitor valued at $1,500. Westfield High School seniors will graduate on
Father�s Day, Sunday, June 20, at 4 p.m. See related story on Page 6.

Courtesy of Lauren G. Georgs

SOLEMN OCCASION...The coffin of Westfield Fire Captain Scott V. Garber is carried by pall bearers to a waiting
Westfield Fire Department engine following a Funeral Mass last Saturday at St. Helen�s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Following a procession in town, a graveside ceremony was held at Fairview Ceremony on East Broad Street.
Captain Garber died suddenly on June 1 at his Westfield home.

Courtesy of Lauren G. Georgs

IN MEMORIAM...The fire gear belonging to Westfield Fire Captain Scott V.
Garber was placed last Saturday in front of the Westfield Fire Headquarters on
North Avenue in memory of Captain Garber who died on June 1.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Proposed Field at Brightwood
Appears to be Moot for Now

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The proposed development of the
panhandle section of Brightwood
Park for a multi-purpose field is all
but a dead issue, Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim and Town Council members
revealed Tuesday night.

Brightwood is Westfield�s only
natural preserve, featuring many rare
bird species.

The proposal to develop the pan-
handle section of the park was made
by Recreation Director Glen Burrell,
in response to what the town�s Recre-
ation Commission has termed a sig-
nificant increase in the number of
Westfield youth participating in sports

programs offered by the community.
This has caused a demand on

useable fields, which are already at a
premium, Mr. Burrell told the coun-
cil in a memorandum dated January
22. In addition, major enhancements
are proposed for Sycamore Field and
Memorial Park, making these parks
unavailable while construction is in
progress.

A recent study by Amy S. Greene
Environmental Consultants, Inc. of
Flemington has concluded that wet-
lands exist in four locations in the
park. The preliminary report, which
cost the town $1,000, is the first of a
four-phase study. The town has bud-
geted $14,000 for the complete wet-

lands evaluation.
In evaluating that study, Third

Ward Councilman John J. Walsh said
last month that the wetlands appear
to surround the area proposed for the
field, though the field area itself was
not identified as a wetland.

On Tuesday night, Councilman
Walsh, the Liaison to the Recreation
Commission, said the Commission
is beginning to look at other projects
for which it could use the remaining
$13,000, should the last three phases
of the wetlands study be scrapped.

Mayor Jardim said there is some
consensus among council members
that the town should invest funds in
the future on improving trails and
picnic areas at the park.

In response to inquiries from Au-
rora Lee of Westfield Avenue, First
Ward Councilman Carl A. Salisbury
stated, �this (proposed field) is prob-
ably going to die in committee� un-
less there is a �ground swell� from
sports organizations in town, such as
the baseball and soccer associations,
which are more likely to use the field
if it were to be constructed.

The councilman said he does not
see this support coming forth and,
thus, his recommendation would be
that the proposal should not be pur-
sued.

Mr. Walsh said the Commission
has decided that it will not spend any
more money on the wetlands study
�unless there is some significant sup-
port� from local sports leagues that
utilize the park. Thus, the Commis-
sion is expected to spend at least a
portion of those funds appropriated
for the study of cleanup efforts at the

County Freeholders to Award Westfield $100,000
As Part of 1999 �Project Pocket Park� Program

Westfield�s parks will get addi-
tional funding for the second con-
secutive year as per a grant to be
awarded by the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

In total, $1,619,700 will be awarded
to 20 of the 21 municipalities in the
county. Combined with last year�s
$3.1 million program, over $6.33
million will be spent on upgrading
public parks around the county.

Each of the towns will match county

funding dollar-for-dollar under stipu-
lations of the grant.

When checks are officially cut,
Westfield will receive $100,000.
Twenty thousand dollars will be di-
vided among four projects. Among
them will be the creation of Robeson
Park, honoring Paul Robeson, the
activist, scholar, artist, athlete, and
one-time Westfield resident.

The park, to be located at Rahway
Avenue and First Street, will include

plantings and benches, along with a
plaque honoring Mr. Robeson.

Additional funds will be used for
landscaping and refurbishing efforts
at Clark Memorial Park, along with
plantings and benches to complete a
small park on Central Avenue. The
last of the four projects involves a
playground barrier for Mindowaskin
Park.

The remaining $80,000 will be
used to bring a building at Tamaques

Park, located adjacent to the tennis
courts, into compliance with the
Americans With Disabilities Act
(ADA). The existing restrooms, town
officials have said, are not adequate
to service park users, nor are they
available year round.

Other towns to be awarded grants
are: Mountainside, $39,000, for re-
surfacing of tennis courts, repair of a
fitness trail, and enhancements to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MONDAY, MAY 31
• Two hundred block of South Av-

enue � good intent call.
• Five hundred block of Boulevard �

gas odor investigation.
TUESDAY, JUNE 1

• One hundred block of Carol Road �
carbon monoxide detector activation.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2
• Memorial Pool Park � outside struc-

ture fire.
• Eight hundred block of Rahway

Avenue � system malfunction.
THURSDAY, JUNE 3

• Five hundred block of Dorian Road
� system malfunction.

• Three hundred block of Clark Street
� unintentional alarm.

• One hundred block of Barchester Way
� carbon monoxide detector activation.

FRIDAY, JUNE 4
• One hundred block of East Grove

Street � transformer malfunction.
• Thirteen hundred block of Central

Avenue � lock out.
• Four hundred block of East Broad

Street � unintentional alarm.
• One hundred block of North Euclid

Avenue � smoke odor investigation.
SATURDAY, JUNE 5

• Four hundred block of Roanoke
Road � power line down.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

a Joint Legislative Resolution honoring
Mr. Lapidus and the day�s events.

�Steve would have loved everything
about this day,� Ms. Hardwick said,
who serves on the Westfield school
board.

�I�m proud to be a resident of this
town and to be able to help out,� Mrs.
Jacobson added.

Mrs. Maher said she was thankful to
the community for their support and for
making the day a success.

�We�re definitely going to substanti-
ate the scholarship,� she said.

Anyone wishing to make a contribu-
tion to the fund may send their donation
to the Steve Lapidus Scholarship Fund,
P.O. Box 2295, Westfield, 07090.

Steve Lapidus Run Helps
Raise Scholarship Funds

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ms. Whitworth�s profession, in fact,
in the production and logistics side of
the garment industry means she must
work in New York and now commutes
from the Fanwood station daily.

Similarly, Suranjan Ray of Scotch
Plains, thinks that repealing the com-
muter tax �is more fair than having it
repealed just for New York.�

He added that he did not think the tax
was fair, in general.

Mr. Ray, who currently is in training as
a systems administrator in Midtown
Manhattan, and commutes from Fanwood
daily, wondered, however, if eliminating
the tax might hurt Manhattan financially,
particularly if the schools were financed
with any of the tax income.

John Buenavides, a Westfield resi-
dent who commutes everyday from
Westfield to Midtown to his job as a
programmer, said he wonders if elimi-
nating the tax would mean an increase
in local transit fares. He admitted he
was unaware of the tax until he had
begun hearing about it, but figures that
the City of New York was using it to
handle some of its internal costs.

But one Westfield resident, who asked
not to be identified and who commutes
daily to her work in the systems area of
a major company said, �We shouldn�t
have to pay for the city�s internal infra-
structure. We�re only there to work. I
think it is great that it is being re-
pealed.�

As for how New York City will re-
place the lost income if the tax is re-
pealed, she said, �I think it�ll have to

find the money someplace else.�
Reggie Bolden, who resides in Scotch

Plains but was commuting last Friday
from the Westfield train station, said
that if the tax stays in place, he believes
the commuters� companies should have
to pick up the tab. Mr. Bolden himself
does not commute into New York daily,
but said he has many clients who do and
they complain to him about the New
York taxes.

But not everyone believes that the tax
is such a bad thing.

Bob Adsit, a Westfield resident who
commutes from Westfield to the Union
Square area of New York in his job on
the creative side of an advertising agency,
said since the story first became public
he has read various stories about com-
muter taxes.

�It is a very complex issue,� Mr.
Adsit said. �In a way, I understand tax-
ing commuters going across state lines.�
He added that he does not really have a
problem with the tax and feels that as a
commuter he does use local New York
City services.

Likewise, Fanwood resident Keith
Stewart, a computer consultant who com-
mutes from Fanwood to Midtown, said
the tax does not bother him, adding that
he also is not concerned with the fact
that New York State residents might not
have to pay the tax while commuters
from neighboring states do.

�I think it (the commuter tax) is
needed to help pay for services,� Mr.
Stewart said.

Most Area Residents Favor
Scrapping Commuter Tax

Possible Field at Brightwood
Appears to be Dead Issue

WESTFIELD VOLUNTEER
RESCUE SQUAD BLOTTER

Statistics for April 1999

Top 10 Response Categories

1. Respiratory (23) 6.  Cardiac Pain (10)
2. Motor Vehicle Accidents (15) 7. Psychological (9)
3. Head/Neck Injury (13) 8. Stroke (6)
4. Falls (13) 9. Unconscious (6)
5. General Illness (11) 10. Seizures (4)

In-Town Emergency Calls: 168
Out-of Town Mutual Aid Calls: 3
Non Emergency Calls: 3
Total Calls: 174
Total Hours Out: 132:50
Total Volunteer Hours: 1,789:00

On Thursday, June 24, 1999
The Westfield Leader

will carry on the tradition of
publishing the graduating class

of  Westfield High School.

2”x3” spaces are available in
this special section to anyone
who would like to extend their

wishs to a graduate.
The cost is $30.

For details contact
Joanna at (908) 232-4407

Deadline is June 18

Pre-Season
Air Conditioning

Sale!!

Avoid
Mid-Summer
Breakdowns

615 Central Avenue

Westfie
ld

(908) 9
28-0800

This spring, get a new air
conditioning system and
save up to 50% on your
electric bill. Get a 5 year
parts & labor warranty. We
offer 52 years of expert
installations. Visit our new
Westfield showroom to see
the newest equipment made
by York. If your equipment
is over 15 years old, now is
the time to change it for a
new high efficiency York
unit and get up to a $550
utility rebate.

Since

1947

Organ Concert
Sunday
June 13

4:00 P.M.

First United
Methodist

Church
1 East Broad Street

Westfield, New Jersey
Admission $10.00

at the door
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Organist F. Allen Artz
Organist/Director of Music

Roman Catholic Church of Our Lady of Sorrows, South Orange
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Another in the series of Pipe Sounds and Isabelle Cherry Memorial Organ Concerts

Formerly Associate Director of Music/Organist � Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Newark, NJ

TUESDAY, JUNE 1
• A Prospect Street resident reported

that an unknown person stole a wrought
iron chair from the front porch of her
home.

• Police reported that someone punc-
tured the front and rear tires on a bicycle
outside Jefferson Elementary School on
Boulevard.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2
• A West Broad Street resident re-

ported the theft of a television from his
apartment.

• A mountain bicycle valued at $800
was reported stolen from the front porch
of a Mountain Avenue residence.

THURSDAY, JUNE 3
• A Barchester Way resident reported

the loss of his wallet, which he discov-
ered missing after returning home from a
local supermarket.

• Two juveniles stole two packs of
Parliament cigarettes from a Central
Avenue convenience store, it was re-
ported to police.

The suspects, both described as white,
approximately 15 years old and 5 feet
and 11 inches tall, had not been appre-
hended as of press time.

• A Boulevard resident reported that
someone poured a half gallon of gasoline
on her front lawn, causing the grass there
to die.

SATURDAY, JUNE 5
• Five plate glass window panes were

discovered broken at a business on South
Avenue, West. Police believe the dam-
age was done with rocks from alongside
the nearby railroad tracks.

• A wooden sign was reported stolen
from a Prospect Street condominium com-
plex.

• A bicycle reported stolen from the
300 block of South Avenue, West, was
subsequently recovered.

• A resident of Central Avenue re-
ported the theft and subsequent cashing
of three checks from his business ac-
count.

SUNDAY, JUNE 6
• Two outdoor vacuums were dam-

aged at a West Broad Street car wash by
unknown persons, authorities confirmed.

• A window on a Midvale Terrace
home was damaged, possibly with a BB
pellet, according to police.

• A Woodbrook Circle resident re-
ported that someone left five old toilets
on her property.

• It was reported to police that some-
one sprayed ketchup and shaving cream
on a motor vehicle on Jefferson Avenue.

• A Jefferson Avenue resident re-
ported the theft of his wallet containing
assorted credit cards from the front seat
of his vehicle on South Chestnut Street.

arrest, fled New Jersey after being re-
leased on bail and was captured when
detectives in Miami found him growing
marijuana inside his home in that state.

McGhee�s attorney, Arlindo Araujo
of Newark, could not be reached for
comment.

Mr. Donnelly said key testimony was
provided by Detective John Furda, a
former Union County Narcotic Strike
Force detective now with the Plainfield
Police Department. Expert opinions
about the drugs in the case came from
Prosecutor�s Detective Guy Steward.

Westfield Man Sentenced
For Home Drug Operation

High School Students Learn Perils
Of Drunk Driving From Simulator

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS - Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School seniors had the
opportunity to experience what it�s
like to lose control of their vehicle
while under the influence of alcohol,
in a specially-equipped, computer-
ized Dodge Neon.

The car was set up Tuesday morn-
ing in the parking lot of St.
Bartholomew�s Roman Catholic
Church on Westfield Avenue. The
protoype was designed by
DaimlerChrysler Corporation.

Daimler-Benz AG has purchased
Chrysler and the new company is now
known as DaimlerChrysler AG.

The Simulator, introduced in 1988,
was developed to allow sober drivers
to experience, first-hand, the dangers
of drinking and driving.

After entering the driver�s weight
and hypothetical drinks consumed, the
computerized vehicle simulates a loss
of control of the brakes and steering
as would be experienced by a person
after consuming several drinks.

Students drive the car on a safe,
controlled obstacle course with a
trained instructor operating the com-
puter in the passenger seat. The in-
structor also has access to an indepen-
dent brake pedal, according to
DaimlerChrysler�s information packet
distributed at the demonstration.

Licensed seniors drove the vehicle
while other seniors experienced first
hand, how much danger they were in
as passengers of these drivers.

All of the students standing by were
able to observe how out of control the
vehicle was as it swerved around the
figure-eight course and knocked over
cones. Pop-up cardboard pedestrians

were also planted along the driving
path. As the car was programmed for
a driver who only had a few drinks,
students had an increasingly difficult
time avoiding hitting the cardboard
figures.

After driving the course, Marc
Ricco stated that the message was
clear, �Don�t drink and drive.�

Blair Woodward commented that
the car was �really out of control.�

Matt Messino said, �This is a very
effective demonstration showing teens
how dangerous it is to drink and drive.�

The drunk driving simulator is
leased out to high schools across the
country for approximately $3,000.
This year, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School�s Students Against Driv-
ing Drunk (SADD) Committee raised
over $2,900, according to SADD fac-
ulty advisor, Michael Abadir, a chem-
istry teacher at the high school.

�One student in particular, David
Lasus, a member of the SADD Com-
mittee, was very instrumental in rais-
ing much of the needed funds to lease
the vehicle,� Mr. Abadir said.

In previous years the demonstration
was funded by a grant from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Alliance. That grant,
however was not available this year,
according Kathy Cvetovich, a spokes-
woman for the alliance.

Allstate New Jersey Insurance
Company Insurance, the Scotch Plains
Municipal Alliance and several local
Dodge and Plymouth dealerships con-
tributed to the fundraising efforts, ac-
cording to Mr. Lasus.

Also on hand were specially de-
signed goggles demonstrating how
coordination and vision are affected
after consuming several drinks. While
wearing the vision-obscuring goggles,
students stumbled and staggered as
they unsuccessfully attempted to
traverse the white line or catch a ball.

Driving Instructor Kerry Dunaway
made the point, �Teens are not social
drinkers. Teens drink in excess to get
drunk. That is why they all need to see
this demonstration.�

The Simulator will visit more than
250 schools across the United States
this year.

Mr. Abadir explained, �There are
some kids who never drink; there are
some kids who will never listen; But,
there are some kids who do drink,
who will listen, and learn from this.
Those are the kids we are hoping to
target with this program.�

The national tour was sponsored by
MADD with the backing of the United
States Department Transportation and
the National Association of Broad-
casters.

Elderly Woman Okay
Following Bus Mishap

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD � An 88-year-old
Westfield woman who was struck by
a bus in a North Avenue crosswalk
May 28 was discharged last week
from Overlook Hospital in Summit,
where she was taken after the acci-
dent occurred.

Detective Sergeant Carl V. Geis of

the Westfield Police Department�s
Traffic Safety Bureau confirmed on
Tuesday that Elizabeth Brodie was
�doing fine,� and that the bus driver
has not been charged.

Ironically, the victim was struck by
the same bus she was planning to
board in the Lord & Taylor depart-
ment store parking lot for a day trip,
Sergeant Geis said.

She was knocked down by the mid-
section of the bus while in the cross-
walk between the First United Meth-
odist Church and the Monument to
Veterans of World War I, a short
distance from the department store,
the Sergeant noted.

Bus driver Randall Williams, 64,
of Montclair told authorities the
glare from the sun �had obstructed
his vision,� and prevented him from
seeing the woman as the vehicle
made a wide left-hand turn after
coming up underneath the bridge,
according to Detective Sergeant John
M. Parizeau of the Westfield Police
Department.

The bus is owned by Top Ten Leas-
ing of Linden. Sergeant Parizeau said
the driver �stopped immediately�
after realizing the woman had been
hit. He noted that while she and the
driver both had the green light, traf-
fic regulations give pedestrians the
right of way in a crosswalk.

Drew McNeil Pinkin
Graduates Boston College

WESTFIELD � Drew McNeil
Pinkin, the son of Mr. and Mrs. James
E. Pinkin of Westfield, was awarded a
Bachelor of Arts Degree at the 123rd
commencement of Boston College on
May 24.

Drew was listed second honors on
the Dean�s List at Boston College for
the spring semester. He is a 1995 gradu-
ate of The Pingry School in
Martinsville.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader

DRIVE SAFELY...Elise Daniedes, a student at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, exits a prototype of The Simulator, which  helps sober drivers experi-
ence, first hand, the dangers of drinking and driving. Students had the oppor-
tunity to drive The Simulator on Tuesday at St. Bartholomew�s Roman Catholic
Church on Westfield Avenue.

park.
Brightwood, covering 43 acres, is

Westfield�s second largest park next to
Tamaques Park.

On another matter, town officials will
meet with parents of children enrolled in
the Recreation Department�s Summer
Exceptional Center Program for handi-
capped children, in response to major
changes slated for the program.

These include moving the program
from Tamaques Elementary School to
Wilson Elementary School due to con-
struction work at Tamaques; eliminating
transportation services and cutting swim-
ming sessions at the Westfield Memorial
Pool from three mornings to one.

In a memorandum from Mr. Burrell to
council members, he said the changes
were the result of the program director�s
decision �at the 11th hour� not to con-
tinue driving the bus which transports
children to and from the program.

He said the program director has indi-
cated that she �wishes to focus more
energy on the actual program content and
that the bus driving, and related stress,
hampers her effectiveness.�

Mr. Burrell has said inquiries on leas-
ing a bus and providing a driver placed
the cost at 150 to 200 percent over the
amount budgeted for the program.

Town Administrator Edward A. Gottko
said �it will take the cost of this program
from about $10,000 to about $15,000.�

Eileen Mitchell of Hort Street, whose
daughter is in the program, pleaded with
the council to rescind the changes so that
the program can operate as it has in
previous years.

�This has been a wonderful program
for our children,� she explained, noting
that the previous 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. pro-
gram offered �special needs� children a
rare recreational opportunity to play
with peers with similar handicaps.

Mrs. Mitchell said the proposed
changes are �discriminating against spe-
cial needs children.�

�These changes were made without
the involvement of the Recreation Com-
mission or the parents,� she said.

Without transportation, some chil-
dren will not be able to attend the pro-
gram, Mrs. Mitchell told the council.
Under the proposal, parents would have
to drive their kids to and from the pro-
gram, while also picking them up for
lunch and bringing them back to Wil-
son.

In other business, the council intro-
duced several ordinances on first read-
ing. They are as follow:

· An ordinance to institute fees for
filming activities in town. A $75 permit
will be required, along with a $500 fee
per day of filming. Non-profit appli-
cants and educational film projects
would be charged $25, with no daily fee
included. TV-36 would be exempt from
the ordinance.

· An ordinance was introduced to re-
quire that all multi-family dwellings,
consisting of two or more units, obtain
a certificate of occupancy, or COO, be-
fore the building is sold.

Those buildings in violation of the
town�s Exterior Property Maintenance
Code will be granted a conditional COO
whereby the new owner will be given a
specific time frame to make repairs.

While voting in favor of the filming

ordinance, Third Ward Councilman Neil
F. Sullivan, Jr. said he believes the fees
are too high and may discourage some
companies from filming in town.

Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
A. Goldman, who sponsored the ordi-
nance, noted that the fees are quite
modest when factored with the signifi-
cant budgets of many film projects to-
day. He said the Town of Westfield
should generate some additional rev-
enue from such projects.

Mr. Sullivan, who abstained from vot-
ing on the COO ordinance, said the
measure �in many ways is a solution
searching for a problem.�

Officials have said the ordinance is
aimed at upgrading rental properties in
town, while providing a means of pro-
tecting the rights of the some 2,000
renters in town.

Both ordinances will come up for
public hearing and adoption at the
council�s Tuesday, June 22, meeting.

During the public comment session
of the meeting, former Democratic May-
oral candidate and current Second Vice
Chairman of the Westfield Democratic
Committee, Anthony M. Laporta, was
critical of the council�s decision in De-
cember to replace Bollinger Fowler as
the town�s insurance representative with
Amalgamated General Agencies (AGA),
a firm owned by former Westfield Mayor
Ronald Frigerio.

The 4-4 vote was along party lines,
with Republicans favoring AGA and
Democrats, Bollinger Fowler.

Mr. Laporta said that, as a citizen, he
is entitled to an answer as to why
Bollinger, which had held the contract
for over 50 years, was not reinstated.

He told The Westfield Leader that the
topic will be an issue in this year�s fall
campaign, when Democrats seek to gain
seats and take the majority for the first
time.

Mr. Sullivan told The Leader that
there was �plenty of discussion� at the
council�s December meeting when the
change was made.

�I�m sorry Mr. Laporta thought him-
self so important to demand a reprise six
months later, when in the intervening
weeks, it was never so important, since
he never bothered to call any of the
council members,� he said.

Mr. Sullivan is one of four Republi-
cans seeking reelection this year. No
Democratic seats are up this year.

fencing and the warning track at the
Borough Hall Park; Scotch Plains,
$100,000, including improvements to
Kramer Manor Park in the amount of
$87,500, and $12,500 to bring Haven
Park into ADA compliance, along with
the addition of tables, fountains and a
modular playground at the park.

Fanwood will receive $100,000 to in-
crease the size of a park building and
make all areas handicapped accessible.

Berkeley Heights is scheduled to re-
ceive $13,700, to be split between im-
provements at Columbia and Pepper
Town Parks.

Other towns that will receive $100,000
include Union, Roselle Park, Roselle,
Cranford, Elizabeth, New Providence,
Clark, Kenilworth and Linden.

Also to receive funding are: Winfield,
$27,500; Summit, $93,700; Garwood,
$8,000, and Springfield, $76,000.

�The response to Project Pocket Parks
has been overwhelming,� said Freeholder
Deborah P. Scanlon, who serves as Liai-
son to the Parks Advisory Board. �Last
year�s program is already seeing results.
An infusion of over $6 million into our
communities� parks will dramatically
improve the activities that are available
to our children.�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town to Gain
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