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HAPPY READERS�First-grade students in Anita Prato�s class at Coles Elementary School in Scotch Plains recently
shared their love of reading with some newborn babies at Overlook Hospital in Summit. The students brought in books
to donate to the Newborn Intensive Care Unit. Each book was inscribed, �Enjoy our storybook and become a lifetime
reader.� The books were given in conjunction with Dr. Seuss� birthday and the �Read Across America� program. Nurses
at Overlook accepted the donations and explained the needs of the children in the hospital unit. Pictured, left to right, are:
Ann Marie Gorman, Clinical Nurse Supervisor for Overlook Nursery, nurse Lisa Bucher and Mrs. Prato with her class.

MURAL ART�Justine Brown, a fifth grader at Evergreen School in Scotch
Plains, poses with a mural of �Charlotte�s Web,� which adorns a wall in the
school�s media center. Created as a gift to the school by art students at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, murals have been permanently painted through-
out the media center and feature characters from children�s books such as
�Arthur,� �James and the Giant Peach,� �Stellaluna,� �Babar,� �The Three
Little Pigs,� �Stone Soup� and �Clifford.� The project, which spanned several
days, was organized and implemented by high school art teacher Geraldine
Mohr with the cooperation of Evergreen media specialist Kathleen Herrmann.

PETITE PENGUINS�Debbie Skaar recently led her kindergarten �penguin
chorus� in song at Evergreen School in Scotch Plains. Her students, whose
interdisciplinary study of penguins included types of penguins, their habitats,
locating Antarctica on the globe, and the characteristics and behavior of
penguins, concluded this thematic unit by becoming �penguins for a day.� They
also sang a song that they found on the Seaworld web site on the Internet.

Republicans Rip Democrats
Over Six Point Increase in
Township Municipal Taxes

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Republican leaders in Scotch
Plains�past and present�decried
the six- point increase in municipal
taxes proposed Tuesday night by the
Democratic-led Township Council.

The $16.7-million budget for this
year is more than $1.02 million, or
6.5 percent, higher than 1998�s level,
and means taxpayers will pay an
additional $69 on the average as-
sessed house of $116,000, with the
rate rising from 92 cents per $100 of
assessed value to 98 cents.

If the school budget is approved by
voters next month, the education
portion of a township resident�s prop-
erty tax would increase from $3.19 to

$3.29 per $100 of value. With Union
County taxes not expected to rise
from last year�s 91 cents per $100,
the average Scotch Plains resident�s
total property tax bill this year will be
about $5,957�or $184 more than
last year.

Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins noted to The Times that if the
state government approves Gover-
nor Christine Todd Christine
Whitman�s property tax rebate plan,
the average property owner in Scotch
Plains would receive about $120 from
Trenton, resulting in a real local prop-
erty tax increase of $64.

Denouncing what they termed �the
biggest tax increase in Scotch Plains
this decade,� Republicans on the
Council said they support using the
$3 million surplus to offset what
former Republican Mayor Joan Papen
called an �unconscionable� six- point
tax increase.

�The Republican councils of the
1990s left the township in the best
financial shape in its history,� said
Republican Councilman William J.
McClintock, Jr., pointing to the record
surplus of $3.05 million at the end of
last year.

�While we support the idea of hav-
ing a comfortable surplus for the
benefit of the taxpayers, this time we
should give some of it back.

�As long as I am on this Township
Council,� Mr. McClintock contin-
ued, �I will not support any tax in-
crease that is this far out of whack
with the cost of living.�

His Republican colleague on the
Council, Martin Marks, told The
Times that Republicans �disagree
with this budget and we will continue
to disagree with it� right through the
public hearing on the spending plan,
scheduled for Tuesday, April 27.

He stressed the Republicans
weren�t proposing any cuts in appro-
priations, but given the large sur-
plus, �it�s time to give some money
back to the people of Scotch Plains.�

Mr. Atkins told The Times that
more than half of the $1 million-plus
spending increase is due to certain
items beyond municipal authority,
including clean-up costs associated
with the Labor Day 1998 storm, in-
terest on bond anticipation notes,
health insurance increases, pensions
and a reserve for uncollected taxes.

Dean Oil Site Applicants Bow Out
Of Board Hearing Set for Tonight

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The developers eyeing the Dean
Oil site in Fanwood for residential
apartments unexpectedly canceled
plans to appear before the Fanwood
Planning Board tonight for a special
public hearing on the controversial

application.
While confirming that the hearing

at Park Middle School in Scotch
Plains had been canceled, Planning
Board Chairman Gregory S.
Cummings said Tuesday it was un-
known whether the decision by
LaGrande Realty Associates, LLC

was an indication that the applicants
planned to withdraw their proposal
altogether.

Attorney John D. Mollozzi, who
with business partner Vincent
Bontempo had petitioned the board
for approval of the apartment com-

Scotch Plains Council Hears Parking Plan
That May Mean Loss of 30 Township Spaces

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

When is a parking problem not a
parking problem? Perhaps in down-
town Scotch Plains, where a parking
shortage might make people park
their cars further from where they

planned and force them to walk
around downtown and patronize the
local merchants.

At last week�s Township Council
agenda meeting, township engineers
presented a revised proposal to re-
vamp the municipal parking lot on

Park Avenue between East Second
Street and Township Hall that will
result in 30 fewer parking spaces.

The plan, first presented last
month, still calls for a mixed retail-
office building to be constructed on
the so-called �hedge property� on
Park Avenue, but no details were
available on how much tax revenue
would be generated by the proposed
development.

Township engineers admitted,
however, that their revision, which
includes details on lighting and curb-
ing within the lot itself, would result
in the loss of about 30 spaces from the
present set-up.

This led Republican Councilman
Martin Marks to say he saw �nothing
wrong with having a minor parking
problem� in the downtown area �in
order to force people� to walk in and
around the downtown.

�It gets people out and walking
around downtown,� he said, adding
that towns with prosperous down-
town business districts do all they
can to ensure that people walk around,
browse and shop instead of park in
front of their destinations, conduct
their business and then return to their

cars and depart.
Democratic Councilman Tarquin

Jay Bromley, however, was less en-
thusiastic about creating what he
termed �an intentional irritant.�

He pointed out that a private per-
son wanting to construct a building,
for example, is required to provide
for adequate parking or face steep
monetary charges. Allowing the
Township to essentially do what a
private person would not be permit-
ted to do would present a double
standard, of sorts, Mr. Bromley said.

In other business, Mr. Marks and
his Republican colleague on the
Council, William J. McClintock, Jr.,
presented a nine-point �Recreation
Plan for the 21st Century� that envi-
sions five new ball fields, new play-
ground equipment, improvements at
the Scotch Hills Golf Course, devel-
opment of the former zoo property
and acquisition of land.

Calling it �a fairly aggressive plan
that builds on the �5 Ball Fields in 5
Years� plan unveiled last year,� Mr.
McClintock said he thought the pro-
posals, which will cost $3.5 to $5
million over a 10-year period, could

High School Students Bring Children�s Books
Alive With Murals in Evergreen Media Center

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Literature is alive in the library/
media center of Evergreen Elemen-
tary School thanks to the efforts of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) students in art teacher
Geralyn Mohr�s painting class.

The colorful murals the high
schoolers have done are a dream
come true for Evergreen�s media spe-
cialist Kathy Herrmann who, for
years, had wanted something like
this to enliven the atmosphere of the
library.

Larger-than-life depictions of char-
acters from children�s literature were
sketched on the media center walls
by students Tara Chen, Jessica
Kenderdine, Jason Meehan and Su-
san Tiedemann.

Fellow students who joined their
classmates to paint the characters
over two school days were Brigitte
Argueta, Falon Becker, Kirsten Berg,
Jamil Coles, Nakia Easley, Laura
Fartonte, Christina Hillman, Drew
Kerken, Nikki McCoy, Marisa
Melendex, Matt Messina, Lauryn
Nanni, Dave Rennison, Marc Ricca
and Christie McPartlan.

A number of the high school stu-
dents are former Evergreen pupils,
so it was a treat for them to return to
their alma mater, paintbrush in hand.

Characters from works such as
�Charlotte�s Web,� �Where the Wild
Things Are,� �Curious George,�
�Strega Nona,� �James and the Gi-

ant Peach,� �The Three Little Pigs�
and �The Cat in the Hat� greet visi-
tors big and small on walls, doors,
bookshelves, radiator covers and the
back of a magazine rack.

Ms. Mohr chanced upon Mrs.
Hermann while working the conces-
sion stand at SPFHS during her son�s
basketball game. There, the art
teacher asked the media specialist if
a trash barrel that endangered a large
pencil sketch of John Lennon could
be moved.

Over candy and hot dogs, Mrs.
Hermann shared her idea to brighten
up Evergreen�s library/media center.
Within a week, a meeting was set for
Mrs. Hermann, Ms. Mohr and Ever-
green Principal Dr. Beverly
Kaminetzky to put the plan into ac-
tion.

Ms. Mohr was no stranger to the
scope of the job before her. Several
years ago, she herself drew and
painted book characters at the
Thelma L. Sandmeier School in
Springfield, which her two children
attended.

All Evergreen students had an op-
portunity to observe the young artists
at work when they toured the library
during a �gallery walk� arranged by
Mrs. Herrmann.

Today, it is hard to tell who is more
delighted by the finished product,
staff or students, since the mere men-
tion of the word �library� brings an
immediate smile to everyone�s face
at Evergreen.
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Union County to Receive $38 Mil. to Settle Suit
With Bergen County Over Incinerator Debt

Bergen County will pay Union
County $38 million in order to settle
litigation brought by Union against
Bergen when it terminated payments
pursuant to an interdistrict agree-
ment entered into when the Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA)
constructed its Resource Recovery
Facility in Rahway.

The purpose of the original agree-
ment was to ensure that the burner
would be financially solvent under
the old regulated system.

The litigation came in the after-
math of a court decision, which de-
regulated the garbage disposal busi-
ness in New Jersey.

After the state lost on appeal and
the United States Supreme Court re-
fused to hear the case in 1997, gar-
bage haulers began to dump out of
the county, including those from
Bergen County.

Prior to the court decision, haulers
were required by state regulation to
dump at the designated incinerators
and/or landfills as outlined in the
individual county�s solid waste man-
agement plan.

Union County haulers were re-
quired to dump at the Union County
Resource Recovery Facility, more
commonly known as the incinerator.

The settlement, which was ap-
proved by the Union County Board of

Chosen Freeholders during a special
meeting Monday night, was medi-
ated by Judge Harold Ackerman of
the United States District Court in
Newark.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Nicholas P. Scutari said that the
proceeds of the settlement will be
used to pay outstanding debt that
remains following the lease of the
facility to Ogden-Martin Systems of
Union, Inc., which operates the in-
cinerator, last October.

In an effort to make the incinerator
financially solvent in a free market
system, the Union County Freeholder
board and the Utilities Authority
negotiated a 25-year lease of the fa-
cility with Ogden-Martin.

The agreement, completed last
summer, provides $180,000 in lease
payments, which the county will use
towards the outstanding debt on the
$293 million incinerator.

In addition, 12 of the 21 munici-
palities in the county signed quarter
century contracts to continue dump-
ing at the incinerator at a rate of $50
a ton, with increases based on infla-
tion.

The settlement has already been
approved by the Union County and
Bergen County Utilities Authorities.

Under the terms of the original
interlocal agreement, Bergen County

agreed to provide 40 percent of the
garbage necessary to operate the fa-
cility, Union County officials ex-
plained. The Bergen Freeholder board
is scheduled to vote on the settlement
as early as next week.

�The Resource Recovery Facility
was built as a result of an interdistrict
agreement. When the Supreme Court
deregulated New Jersey�s garbage
industry, Bergen stopped delivering
their garbage to Rahway,� explained
Freeholder Scutari.

�At the direction of the Freeholder
Board, the UCUA filed suit, Bergen
countersued and was then ordered to
continue to pay while the litigation
was pending,� he added.

�The $38 million we will receive
represents Bergen�s share of the debt

that remains outstanding following
the lease of the facility to Ogden-
Martin for $180 million for a period

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10



Page 10 Thursday, March 25, 1999 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Fanwood TV-35
Weekly Schedule

Sunday, March 28, 7:00 P.M.
Fanwood Artist, S. Allyn
Schaeffe and his works
Photographs by Dennis Cook
Paintings by Mountainside
Artist Harry Devlin

Sunday, March 28, 8:00 P.M.
�Then came Fanwood� scenes
of Fanwood and the removal of
the great Fanwood Oak

Thursday, April 1, 7:00 P.M.
Freeholder�s Forum

Thursday, April 1, 8:00 P.M.
�Fallen Flags� a history of
railroading in Union County
produced by Channel 35
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Republicans Rip Democrats
Over Six Point Tax Increase
Mayor Geri M. Samuel told The

Times that there are no salary in-
creases for township personnel in
the budget, which calls for a signifi-
cant boost in spending on parks and
recreation (including modular play-
grounds at Kramer, Haver and, pos-
sibly, Jerseyland Parks and $100,000
to match a hoped-for grant from the
Union County Pocket Parks pro-
gram) and roadway and drainage
improvements.

Mr. Atkins told The Times that
streets slated for work will likely
include Washington Avenue, Roll-
ing Peaks Way, Heather Lane,
Cliffwood Street/Shalom Way and
the 300 block of Forest Road. Drain-
age work will also likely be done on
Birch Street, and major sewer work
is also planned.

The asphalt sidewalk replacement
program will continue, likely on
Church Street and Kevin Road as
well as portions of Raritan Road and
West Broad Street.

In addition, a $212,000 computer
system for the Police Department
will be funded with $53,000 from
the township and $159,000 from a
United States Department of Justice
program.

Of the $16.7 million in the town-
ship budget, about $9.195 million
will come from local taxes, $2.865
million from various state assistance
sources, and the remainder from
such sources as municipal court rev-
enue, construction code fees and
interest in investments.

Republicans McClintock and
Marks said Tuesday night they would
be offering an alternative budget
containing no tax increase and us-
ing more of the surplus to pay for the
increase in appropriations.

The budget�s introduction led to
the reopening of a wound from last
fall�s election campaign. Former
Republican Mayor Gabe Spera criti-
cized the Democrats� 1998 litera-
ture for stating that taxes in the
township had risen 71 percent over
a five-year period of Republican rule
between 1992-1997, or an average
of 14.2 percent annually.

Mayor Samuel told Mr. Spera the
Democrats took the figures from an
article in The Courier-News.

�Where they got it from, I don�t
know,� she said.

When Mr. Spera asked if the
Democrats had contacted the town-
ship government to check on the
accuracy of the article, the Mayor
replied, �No.�

This exchange led Mr. Marks to

Dean Oil Applicants Bow Out
Of Hearing Slated for Tonight

plex, was involved in a trial this
week and could not be reached for
comment, according to his Eliza-
beth law office.

LaGrande Realty Associates had
initially proposed a three-story
building containing 36 two-bedroom
rental units for the acre-and-a-quar-
ter site on LaGrande Avenue and
Second Street, which has been va-
cant for a decade. The original plan
also included 54 parking stalls for
residents of the complex.

A public hearing on the applica-
tion was originally on the Planning
Board�s February 24 agenda, but
was rescheduled for tonight at 7:30
p.m. after approximately 80 people
packed the Fanwood Council Cham-
bers where the board regularly holds
its meetings, exceeding the permit-
ted capacity of the room.

A group known as Fanwood Citi-
zens for Responsible Development
(FCRD) has launched a grass-roots
effort to fight the apartment build-
ing proposal, arguing that it is an
inappropriate use of the property,
which is zoned as general-commer-
cial. The lot has been vacant since
Dean Oil closed its operations there.

Opponents have also argued that
the multi-family complex would put
a strain on local public schools,
recreational facilities and emergency
service units, and create traffic and
parking problems.

LaGrande Realty Associates,
which requires a use variance and
several others related to parking
and driveway measurements, sub-
sequently reduced the scope of the
project by 33 percent, though Mr.
Mollozzi denied earlier this month
that this action was prompted by
public opposition to the partners�
original concept.

Under the revised plan, the pro-
posed building has been scaled back
to two stories housing 24 units, with
two parking spaces eliminated from
the original total. Mr. Mollozzi said
recently that the modifications would
bring the plan into compliance with
state guidelines requiring two park-
ing stalls per two-bedroom unit.

In addition, he stated that elimi-
nating the two parking stalls would
enable the applicants to meet the
15-foot side yard requirement on
the Second Street side of the corner
lot, and bring the height of the pro-
posed building to under 35 feet.

Mr. Mollozzi has described the
proposed dwellings as �garden
apartments� that would rent for be-
tween $1,000 and $1,200 a month.
He denied the building would con-
tain affordable housing units, as had

hold up what he called �my six
dollar calculator� and say that after
crunching the numbers himself, he
found that taxes in the disputed five-
year period had actually risen only
21 percent.

He said when Republicans had
contacted The Courier-News last fall
to tell the newspaper its tax estimate
was incorrect, the newspaper admit-
ted making errors in several local
towns.

�This is not the time and place to
rehash the election of 1998,� Mayor
Samuel said sharply. �We�re here to
run the town, not the 1998 elec-
tion.�

Mr. Marks criticized the Demo-
crats for continuing to use the Cou-
rier-News� figures last year and �mis-
leading the people of this town. You
say you don�t want to rehash the
campaign. We�re going to rehash
it,� he tersely told the Mayor. �You
need to be held accountable and
people deserve to know what the
actual facts are.�

When Mr. Marks then attempted
to discuss the proposed tax increase
and his opposition to it, Mayor
Samuel reminded him of the public
meeting next month and ruled him
out of order. When Mr. McClintock
then tried to do the same, he, too,
was ruled out of order by the Mayor
as her two Democratic colleagues,
Tarquin Jay Bromley and Franklin
Donatelli, sat silently.

Oddly, after the formal end of the
meeting, when the Council fields
telephone calls from residents, no
incoming calls were received. The
Police Department reported getting
numerous calls from residents com-
plaining that they were unable to get
through to the Council chambers.

John Hartman, a four-year resi-
dent, told The Times yesterday that
he was one those residents whose
call went unanswered, adding that
he believes the phone was intention-
ally unplugged.

�I have never scene it not func-
tioning,� he said, explaining the
phone was not even visible on the
dais over the TV 34 live telecast.

�The Mayor�s actions were despi-
cable� regarding both her treatment
of the public as well as Councilman
Marks. He accused her off cutting
off any debate on the budget.

Another resident, who also called
the paper but asked not to be uniden-
tified, said the phone rang repeat-
edly but no one answered.

been rumored.
Members of FCRD expressed dis-

appointment over the applicants�
decision not to appear before the
Planning Board tonight, but vowed
to remain steadfast in their opposi-
tion to the current proposal for the
Dean Oil property.

�We�ve had no explanation,� re-
marked Tom Ryan, a Marian Av-
enue resident, regarding the devel-
opers� decision to bow out of the
hearing. �We had a lot of people
ready to show up and now we have to
start all over again, but we�ll be
ready (whenever the applicants
are).�

�I don�t know if he�s reconsider-
ing. I hope he is,� Mr. Ryan added,
referring to Mr. Mollozzi.

Peter Sayles, also of Marian Av-
enue, said the FCRD had prepared
and distributed more than 1,000 fly-
ers encouraging people to attend the
planned hearing tonight.

He said the group had circulated a
petition protesting the development
proposal prior to the February 24
meeting, and that most residents he
spoke to were against the project.

During the Fanwood Borough
Council�s regular meeting on March
11, officials discussed the procedure
whereby a municipality can acquire
private property through the right of
eminent domain, which usually in-
volves compensation given to the
owner.

At the time, Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly said the governing body
was not presently pursuing that op-
tion because it would interfere with
the purchase agreement between
LaGrande Realty Associates, LLC
and the owners of the property. She
said officials were looking at alter-
natives in the event apartments were
not built on the site.

In the decade that the Dean Oil
property has been on the market,
Fanwood�s governing body has con-
sidered an array of prospects for
developing the site, which is located
opposite LaGrande Park.

The lot underwent a successful
environmental cleanup several years
ago to remove contaminants, which
had seeped into the soil from under-
ground storage tanks formerly lo-
cated on the property. Dean Oil had
operated a storage and distribution
facility for fuel and heating oil there
since the 1940s.

Among the development possi-
bilities considered by officials over
the years have been retail, a mix of
retail and apartments, and senior
citizen housing, though none of these
alternatives materialized.

be accomplished �fairly easily and with
minimal effect on the pocketbook.�

The plan would be financed by an
open space referendum, to be decided
by voters in November, calling for a
two cent levy per $100 of assessed
value that would go into an account
strictly earmarked for acquisition and
development of recreation facilities.

Financing would be supplemented
by a $1 million land acquisition bond,
state and local grants, and a continuing
line item in the Recreation Department�s
budget.

The cost of the program will be about
$33 for an average home in Scotch
Plains, according to Mr. McClintock,
who added that he is hoping to hear

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Council Hears Plan That Cuts
Township Parking Spaces by 30

from the public about the proposals.
While welcoming the proposal and

saying she thought financing the plan
through grant programs, such as the
Union County Pocket Park program
and the state�s Green Acres program,
were �good ideas,� Mayor Geri M.
Samuel told the Council she had some
problems with the bond financing part
of the plan.

In other matters, the Council will ask
the organizers of the annual Freddie
Spencer Memorial Bicycle Race in May
to move the race�s starting time up by an
hour so that it ends earlier in the after-
noon than usual so that local businesses
situated along the race�s course would
be less affected.

TUESDAY, MARCH 16
• A burglary was reported at a West

Broad Street residence. Entry was
gained by someone smashing a base-
ment window. It could not be deter-
mined if anything was taken, according
to police.

• It was reported that a light was
smashed on a lamp post at the Scotch
Plains Public Library on Bartle Avenue
by a youth throwing ice.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17

• The theft of a cellular telephone
from a business on Terrill Road was
reported.

• A case of chicken was reported sto-
len from a restaurant on Route 22.

SATURDAY, MARCH 20
• A resident of the 1300 block of

Terrill Road reported damage to a mail-
box.

SUNDAY, MARCH 21
• A Park Avenue business reported

the theft of lottery tickets.

SCOTCH PLAINS -Students from
DECA, a marketing association at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
presided over Tuesday night�s Town-
ship Council meeting in Scotch Plains
and impressed everyone with the ease
and speed in which they moved the
session forward.

Eight sophomores sat in for the
five Council members as well as the
Township Manager, Clerk and At-
torney and briskly moved the meet-
ing to a conclusion in about 35 min-
utes.

Each year, DECA students run a
Council meeting, during which they
introduce and vote on ordinances
and resolutions, make statements on
various issues and conduct other
Council business.

On Tuesday night, Andrew Elko
substituted for Mayor Geri M.
Samuel; Eric Konzelman sat in for
Councilman Tarquin Bromley; Doug
Gillie sat in for Councilman Franklin
Donatelli; Jim McClintock played
the role of his father, Councilman
William J. McClintock; and David
Larkin sat in for Councilman Martin
Marks.

Rob Bugg substituted for Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins; Tim
Gander played Clerk Barbara Riepe;

and Chris Gawryluk sat in for Town-
ship Attorney Andrew Baron.

After the meeting, the Mayor
thanked the students �for participat-
ing in local government,� and ex-
pressed her hope that some of them
might find themselves in true posi-
tions of power on the Council in later
years.

The Council approved a bond or-
dinance to authorize energy conser-
vation improvements at the Library.
It also approved a resolution hiring a
land surveyor for work on the park-
ing lot behind CVS on East Second
Street, which will be refurbished with
help from a legislative grant from the
state.

New traffic ordinance amendments
regarding parking and stopping on
portions of Aberdeen and Kevin Roads
were also passed by the Council.

A resolution authorizing an eco-
nomic development grant proposal
to be made to the county was ap-
proved, and the real Mayor Samuel
expressed hope that other grants, for
studying any potential Year 2000
computer problems, as well as a larger
economic development grant, could
be possible this year.

The Council�s next meeting will
be Tuesday, April 13 at 8 p.m.

DECA Students Run
Swift Council Meeting

In �Official� Role Playing
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTC to Host
BOE Candidates Forum April 12

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Parent-Teacher Association Council will
host a Board of Education Candidates� Night on Monday, April 12, at 7:30
p.m. in the auditorium of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
Westfield Road, Scotch Plains.

Candidates� Night provides the opportunity for the voters of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains to see and assess all of the school board candidates
together in preparation for the election on Tuesday, April 20.

Running for the one position available in Fanwood are Victoria
Manduca and incumbent Jessica D. Simpson. Challenging for the two
Scotch Plains seats are Dominick Bratti, incumbent Morris H. Gillet, Ava
R. McNamara, incumbent Edward J. Saridaki, Jr., and former school
board President Dr. Donald Sheldon.

The evening will be moderated by Margaret Walker of the Westfield
League of Women Voters. Mrs. Walker will begin the program with the
introduction of the candidates.

Each candidate will then have the opportunity to present introductory
remarks, including their reason for running for the Board of Education
and how they have prepared themselves for this role.

The incumbents are asked to note their most significant contribution to
the board. New candidates are asked what they plan to contribute as
members of the Board of Education.

The PTA Council has posed two questions to the candidates. The first
question deals with the specifics of what to do to improve the climate of
contract negotiations in the future. The second asks the candidates to
identify three issues that they feel are priorities in the school district today
and how to approach one of them.

Members of the Junior Statesmen Association at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School have been asked to pose one question to the
candidates. Candidates will answer these questions, and the forum will be
opened to questions from the audience. At the end of the session
candidates will be given the opportunity to present closing statements.

All residents are invited to attend this event to see and question
potential members of the Board of Education. For those who are unable
to attend, a videotape of the event will be broadcast on Channel 34. The
school board election and vote on the school budget is Tuesday, April 20.
The polls will be open from 2 to 9 p.m.
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Union and Bergen Counties
Reach Settlement on Suit

of 25 years.�
Freeholder Linda d. Stender, who

served as Board Chairwoman when
the Ogden deal was negotiated, said
that following the lease of the facil-
ity to Ogden-Martin, the county
guaranteed $86 million in remain-
ing debt.

That debt was to be paid by Bergen
and by an environmental impact
charge, or tax, to be assessed on
solid waste originating from towns
that have not signed contracts to
dump waste at the burner. These
towns include Westfield,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

�In addition to the $38 million,
another $9 million in capitalized
interest and reserve funds will also
be freed for investment,� Freeholder
Stender explained.

�Thus, $47 million of principal
will be invested to pay off the re-
maining debt, reducing our total
exposure to $35 million, which is
what the county has guaranteed in
the original UCUA financing,� she
noted.

Freeholder Scutari said that Union
County is the only county with a

resource recovery plant that is not
facing the prospect of insolvency.

�When the Supreme Court ruled
that counties could no longer direct
waste flow within their borders,
Union County was faced with $293
million in debt and no garbage at its
facility,� he remarked.

�It is unfortunate that many coun-
ties in New Jersey, including Union
and Bergen, were put in this pre-
dicament due to a state law that was
ultimately found to be unconstitu-
tional,� he stated.

Freeholder Stender thanked State
Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco, State Senators
Raymond J. Lesniak and C. Louis
Bassano, and Governor Christine
Todd Whitman�s office for their help
in reaching this settlement.

Freeholder Stender said the state
is providing $25 million to Bergen
for the settlement as part of its ef-
forts to deal with the incinerator
crisis statewide.

Freeholder Scutari said that the
12 Union County communities
which participated in the Ogden-
Martin lease are now paying one of
the lowest dumping fees in the state.

READ ACROSS AMERICA�Students in Joan Costello�s third-grade class at
McGinn Elementary School in Scotch Plains recently celebrated Read Across
America by holding a read-a-thon. The children set a goal of 1,000 picture books,
and with the help of several parents, managed to read 689 books by the end of
their school day. Pictured displaying some of the volumes read, left to right, are:
Emily Meehan, Courtney Salten, Meghan Dhaliwal, Annie Smith, Jordan
Rejeund and Lindsay Zuber.

Thomas Highsmith Retires
As Adult Education Director

SCOTCH PLAINS�Thomas E.
Highsmith, Jr., an educator prima-
rily in the areas of career assessment
and administration, has retired as
director of adult education at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools.

He was appointed to the post on
July 1, 1994 and oversaw the pro-
gram of part-time, primarily
evening, courses geared to fill the
county adult population�s voca-
tional and avocational interests and
needs.

Mr. Highsmith came to the Voca-
tional-Technical Schools in 1982 as
supervisor of career development and
assessment. From 1988 to 1994, he
had served as director of the Assess-

ment and Dislocated Worker Assis-
tance Centers.

Prior to joining Union County
Vo-Tech, Mr. Highsmith functioned
for two years as comptroller and
assistant to the CEO at Linair, Inc.

in Linden, manufacturer of instru-
ments for aircraft and simulators.
For eight years he served as a direc-
tor of the New Jersey Division of
Vocational Education at the New
Jersey Job Corps Center in Camp
Kilmer.

Mr. Highsmith also was a teacher
in the Elizabeth Public Schools and
was an adjunct instructor in educa-
tional psychology at Montclair State
College.

Mr. Highsmith resides in Somerset
with his wife, Luciana.

Thomas E. Highsmith, Jr.


