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Residents of Fanwood May Have Opportunity
To Help Decide Future of Dean Oil Property
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

During tonight�s regular meeting
of the Fanwood Borough Council,
officials are expected to discuss and
possibly introduce an ordinance that
would allow residents to tell officials
whether or not they feel the govern-
ing body should pursue acquisition
of the Dean Oil site through the right
of eminent domain.

According to Council President
William E. Populus, Jr., who pre-
sented the proposal to his colleagues
at the council�s May 5 agenda ses-
sion, the tentative ordinance would
permit the question to be put to voters
in a non-binding referendum in the
Tuesday, November 2 General Elec-
tion.

The ordinance would have to be
adopted prior to Sunday, August 1, in
order for the question to be placed on
the municipal ballot by Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi for November,
officials confirmed.

Located at the corner of LaGrande
Avenue and Second Street, the Dean
Oil site has been at the eye of a
controversy since a development part-
nership submitted an application sev-
eral months ago to build a three-story
residential apartment complex con-
taining 36 units there.

Local residents rallied against the
idea, arguing that it represented an
inappropriate use of the 1.3-acre site,
which is located in a general-com-
mercial zone. Some maintained that
it would be more beneficial to de-
velop the long-vacant property for
commercial use.

The developers subsequently re-
duced the scope of their project by a
third, but then withdrew their appli-
cation shortly before a scheduled
public hearing by the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board in March.

Although the developers did at-

tend an April 19 concept hearing by
the board concerning possible re-
newal of their revised petition, Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly said at last
week�s agenda meeting that no new
application had been submitted.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
said that municipalities have the right
to condemn a property under the
right of eminent domain, �as long as
it is for a public purpose.�

Governing body members empha-

sized that the proposed ordinance
does not call for purchase of the Dean
Oil property, but supports a referen-
dum to determine public sentiment
concerning whether or not the bor-
ough should pursue such an option.

In a recent press statement, Coun-
cilman Populus said public input on
this proposal was important since
purchase of the property would likely
cost taxpayers several hundred thou-
sand dollars.

Republican Councilman Stuart S.
Kline said he wanted to find out how
much the lot is worth, since a prop-
erty owner is traditionally offered
what is determined to be a fair price
for the land when a municipality
seeks to acquire it through eminent
domain.

Also discussed at the agenda ses-
sion was the governing body�s pend-
ing adoption of its revised Municipal

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
ON THE SCENE...The crew from TV-34 take a break during the filming of last week�s National Day of Prayer service
in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right, are: Emmi Rank, Bob Merkle and George Doldourus.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

SPECIAL OBSERVANCE...National Day of Prayer was celebrated with a special observance on the Village Green
next to the Scotch Plains Municipal Building on May 6. Among those performing during the ceremony was the
Evangel Church Choir. Pictured, left to right, are: Melanie Carmon, Jennifer Genova, Kristina Genova, Erin Walter
and Pattie Walter.

Fanwood Police Chief Robert Carboy Outlines Precautions
For Child Safety During Program Sponsored by GOP Club

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Raising street smart kids in the
1990s was highlighted Monday
evening during a seminar sponsored
by the Fanwood Republican Club.

Fanwood Police Chief Robert Car-
boy enumerated the many places that
children are most vulnerable, such as
walking home from school, at shop-

ping malls and in the playground.
The police chief, speaking at the

Community House in Fanwood, em-
phasized that parents need to warn
their children about stranger-danger
and how to spot suspicious situa-
tions, such as getting into a stranger�s
car or accepting gifts from strangers.
He noted that every family should
have a password so that their kids
know when it�s safe to get into some-
one else�s car.

Another safety tip from the Chief
is to not print children�s names on
their lunch boxes or shirts. Including

such information, he explained, only
provides strangers the opportunity to
call a child by name, which can con-
fuse young children.

He also noted that kids should also
be taught to scream and run if a
stranger attempts to talk to them or
ask for directions.

Chief Carboy detailed the signs of
possible child sexual abuse, which
may include sudden withdrawal, se-
cretiveness, hostility or anxiety. If
sexual abuse is suspected, he empha-
sized that parents should not blame
their children, but offer sympathy

and understanding instead.
�Children need to be allowed to

say no and trust their intuitions,�
Chief Carboy explained. �If a child
feels uncomfortable about hugging
or kissing an adult, don�t make them.
This way, they know they can say no
to an abuser.�

Kids should also be taught how to
dial 911 and ask for assistance.

�Every child should know their
name, address and phone number
before being allowed out of an adult�s
sight,� Chief Carboy added.

Even very young children can be

taught how to spot a safe person such
as a cashier or clerk when lost in a
store. When a child is reported miss-
ing in a store, most large retailers
will lock all the doors and allow no
one to exit, until the child is found,
Chief Carboy explained.

The police chief�s talk also touched
on gun safety, avoiding drugs, and
fire escape routes in the home.

�In the event of a fire, every child
should know how to lock and unlock
doors and windows,� Chief Carboy
advised. And, he added, children must

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

WE LOVE OUR TREES!�Brunner Elementary School students Destiney
Williams and Karolina Ksaizek gave a tree a �thank you� hug on Arbor Day in
appreciation of all the ways people benefit from trees.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SP-F High School Students Pay Tribute With Unique Memorial
To Three Local Men Who Lost Their Lives in Vietnam War

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Three young men who lost their
lives in the Vietnam War will be
memorialized in a unique way in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS), thanks to members of
teacher David Bello�s American His-
tory class.

Seniors Christine Doyle, Mike
Bligh and Allison Campell this prob-
ably is right because there is a Campell

in phone book, but just want to make
sure the b wasn�t dropped were first
moved by the war experiences re-
layed to them by Union County Chap-
ter of the Vietnam Veterans of
America representatives during a visit
to the students� class in the spring of
1998.

Further touched by a subsequent
class trip to the New Jersey Vietnam
War Memorial, the students decided
to honor former high school students

killed during the war, which spanned
from 1965 to 1975.

The memorial will be three over-
sized lockers, one for each man, po-
sitioned in the hallway across from
the high school cafeteria.

�Our main goal,� explained Ms.
Doyle, �is to personalize them as
though they were theirs. We usually
think of soldiers as numbers, which
made us want to individualize the
memorial.�

Each locker will be filled with
personal memorabilia, photographs,
shadow boxes containing replicas of
the men�s ribbons and medals and a
U.S. flag.

The lockers will be covered with
Plexiglas.

Research revealed that while there
were no casualties from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood suffered the loss of three
young residents.

Charles S. Burns III and Edward

M. Klaniecki were graduates of
SPFHS, while Eugene W. Hendricks
graduated from Holy Trinity High
School in Westfield.

�This was known as a teenager�s
war,� said Mr. Bello. �Kids went
out of high school into Vietnam.
It�s the era of their (his students)
parents, a part of living history.
Students have a lot of personal iden-
tification with it.�

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Revised Township Budget
To be Funded Partly By

Approved 5-Point Tax Hike
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

Two weeks after failing to pass a
1999 municipal budget calling for a
6-point tax increase, the Scotch Plains
Township Council Tuesday night
adopted its $16.7 million spending
plan following passage of an amend-
ment approving a 5-point hike.

The vote on the Democratically-
controlled governing body was split
3-2 along party lines, and came after
a brief period of public comment that
paled � rhetorically, in length and in
vehemence � in comparison to the
three hours of protests from residents
at the council�s April 27 meeting.

The increase in taxes equates to an
additional $58 on the average as-
sessed house in Scotch Plains of
$116,000, with a rate of 97 cents per
$100 of assessed value.

But hard feelings about the tax
increase remained, with the two Re-
publicans on the council criticizing
the Democrats for not being willing
to drop the tax hike more than one
point.

�The Democrats are not interested
in correcting their mistake,� said
Councilman William F. McClintock,
Jr., who, along with his Republican
colleague Councilman Martin Marks,
had advocated using more of what
the GOP says is a record $3.05 mil-
lion surplus to fund the $1 million
increase in expenditures.

Both councilmen had originally
pushed for a zero tax increase, but
maintained that they were open to a
compromise with the Democrats and
hoped to agree on a tax boost of,
perhaps, 2 tax points.

�We ran into a stone wall,� Mr.
McClintock said.

Councilman Marks called the
Democrats� 5 point tax hike �a kick
in the face� after protests by the
public two weeks ago.

�That�s not a compromise. That�s
shameless,� he remarked.

Democratic Mayor Geri M. Samuel
acknowledged the public�s unhappi-
ness on the tax issue.

�I know you�re not happy with the
tax increase. Neither am I. I�m a
taxpayer, too,� she said.

The Mayor urged citizens to con-
tact their state legislators to urge the
implementation of �true tax reform.�

Her Democratic colleague, Coun-
cilman Franklin Donatelli � who
surprised and pleased many residents
attending the council�s meeting two
weeks ago when he abstained from
voting on the budget and forced it to
be reconsidered � drew a chorus of
boos from the audience of a few dozen
when he announced his intention to
vote for the 5 point tax hike.

Earlier, he chastised the Republi-
cans for admitting that they had
�stood there and watched the Demo-
crats make mistakes (during the bud-
get meetings in the winter). That�s
unconscionable!,� he shouted.

He also urged the Republicans to
stop bringing up issues from last year�s
campaign �week after week,� saying
the campaign was over and that the
Republicans were starting to sound
like people in the South who refuse to
admit they�d lost the Civil War.

Democratic Councilman Tarquin
Bromley said it would be wrong to
rely on the Republicans� �bet� that
using more of the surplus was fiscally
responsible because the surplus al-
ways regenerates itself to a higher
level than anticipated.

That, he said, �is based on nothing
but guessing. I don�t buy (their)
guess.� He said raising taxes 5 tax
points in 1999 �means you won�t pay
twice as much next year.�

Only a handful of residents spoke
about the budget and tax issues on
Tuesday night, compared to the two
dozen or so who had voiced their
objections two weeks ago.

Former Republican Mayor Gabe
Spera said the smaller and less vocal
crowd was evidence that �people have
given up.� Despite the protests two
weeks ago, �the council refused to
listen to them. They see the arro-
gance of government at work.�

But there were several others who
backed the council, with one resident
saying that �cutting the budget means
cutting services, and I don�t think we
want to cut services.� Another resi-
dent said the notion of preserving the
surplus �is very laudable.�

One resident called attention to the
fact that the municipal budget�s share
of local taxes was small compared to
the school budget.

�We�re attacking a very, very small
part of our (tax bill),� he said, point-
ing out that the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education budget
had been approved last month with-
out any organized opposition.

In other matters, the council will
submit a $1.5 million economic de-
velopment grant proposal to Union
County for improvements to the
downtown business district.

Under the plan, cables and wires
presently strung across downtown
streets would be buried for aesthetic
reasons; street lamps would be re-
placed or 12- to 18-foot-high pedes-
trian lights would be installed, and
additional benches and trees would
be placed in the area.

The township was assisted in the
preparation of the grant application,
which will be filed this week, by
consultants Wallace, Roberts and
Todd. The consultants prepared a
streetscape showing how the down-
town district would look if the im-
provements were made.

In other council business, the
Mayor proclaimed this week as Po-
lice Week.
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Pre-Season
Air Conditioning

Sale!!

Avoid
Mid-Summer
Breakdowns

615 Central Avenue

Westfie
ld

(908) 9
28-0800

This spring, get a new air
conditioning system and
save up to 50% on your
electric bill. Get a 5 year
parts & labor warranty. We
offer 52 years of expert
installations. Visit our new
Westfield showroom to see
the newest equipment made
by York. If your equipment
is over 15 years old, now is
the time to change it for a
new high efficiency York
unit and get up to a $550
utility rebate.

Since

1947

College Club MillenniumCollege Club MillenniumCollege Club MillenniumCollege Club MillenniumCollege Club Millennium
Calendar Cover Design ContestCalendar Cover Design ContestCalendar Cover Design ContestCalendar Cover Design ContestCalendar Cover Design Contest

Send Entries to: The College Club of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
PO Box 32, Fanwood, NJ 07023
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Prizes include recognition in calendar and
$100 Savings Bond or a Weekend at The Jersey Shore

Cover size 12� wide x 9� high. Entries due by June 1st, 1999

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER
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FRIDAY, APRIL 30
• Brian C. Haines, 18, of Scotch

Plains was arrested for criminal mis-
chief and use of marijuana. Haines is
accused of starting a brush fire on
Elizabethtown Water Company prop-
erty, Jerusalem Road, at about 3:45
p.m. on April 29. It is reported that
Haines was smoking marijuana at the
time of the incident.

SUNDAY, MAY 2
• Three teenage boys, two 17 and

one 16, were apprehended for throw-
ing eggs at an Essex Road residence.
The teens were released to their par-
ents.

MONDAY, MAY 3
• A Redwood Road resident re-

ported the theft of a cellular telephone
taken from the home some time Thurs-
day. Workers were reported present
during the day.

• George Leo Brown, 42, of
Plainfield was arrested for possession
of stolen license plates, reported sto-
len in Newark on February 14. Brown
was held on warrants from the Essex
County Sheriffs Office for violation of
probation. Brown was stopped on
Front Street after driving with a flat
tire.

THURSDAY, MAY 6
• A Portland Avenue business re-

ported the theft of four Japanese maple
shrubs taken from its lot some time
during the night.

• A Grand Street resident reported
numerous pieces of jewelry taken from
a bedroom some time over the past few
days.

• A Mountain Avenue resident re-
ported the theft of a cellular telephone
from her vehicle over the weekend. On
Thursday, Sprint of Union, reported
someone came into their store and

attempted to reactivate the service. He
fled without being identified.

• A Church Street resident reported
the theft of a bicycle from the rear yard
Wednesday evening.

• A license plate taken from a ve-
hicle parked on a lot of a Route 22
business was reported.

• An East Second Street resident
reported pulling into his driveway and
observed a man rummaging through
his sister�s car. The man fled leaving a
bicycle at the scene.

SATURDAY, MAY 8
• A Portland Avenue resident re-

ported a theft from a motor vehicle
while parked near Mountain Avenue
on Forest Road. Cash and personal
papers were taken.

• A resident of the 300 block of
Stout Avenue reported that someone
entered the garage and removed two
bicycles valued at approximately $450.

Land Use Ordinance, which was devel-
oped over the past several years.

It will completely replace the exist-
ing zoning law except for certain provi-
sions, such as those dealing with sexu-
ally-oriented businesses, which were
established during the past year, ac-
cording to Mr. Estis.

He told The Times after the meeting
that the document, which must be re-
viewed by the Mayor and council as well
as the Planning Board, would likely not
be introduced before the beginning of
July.

The governing body is expected to
schedule at least two special meetings
for the purpose of discussing the revised
ordinance, the Borough Attorney said.

Under other business, officials said
several complaints had been received
recently concerning early morning pick-
ups by waste haulers. The incidents
involved collection of medical waste
from the Children�s Specialized Hospi-
tal facility on South Avenue, as well as
regular waste from other locations,

council members said.
Mr. Estis stated that he was research-

ing the collection times that had been
established by the state Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) with
the individual haulers.

If the early morning pickups are in
compliance with these agreements, the
governing body can request that the
DEP adjust the schedule, or ask the
haulers themselves to voluntarily make
a change, he explained.

Finally, Mayor Connelly said offi-
cials should �seriously consider� re-
placing the borough�s 13-year-old tele-
phone system with one that is �Y2K
compliant� before the end of the year, to
head off potential communications prob-
lems associated with the start of the
new millennium.

The Mayor voiced her concerns about
updating the telephone system after at-
tending a state emergency management
meeting last week dealing with issues
communities may face as of January 1,
2000.

Fanwood Residents May
Have Say on Dean Oil Site

Recent
Home Sales

SCOTCH PLAINS
Richard Greer to Virginia M. Randell,

530 Park Avenue Apartment 206,
$112,000.

Twinco LLC to Michael O. Oyerinde
and Omolola B. Oyerinde, 838 Sims
Avenue, $213,500.

        FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

be cautioned not to use appliances when
adults are not at home.

�Even washing machines and blend-
ers could pose a potential hazard when
an adult is not around,� Chief Carboy
warned.

Anyone interested in kids and gun
safety can borrow a video from the
police department produced by the
Union County Sheriff�s Department,
he said.

When asked at what age children can
be allowed to stay home alone, Chief
Carboy said that there is no exact legal
age that he is aware of, because every
child is different.

Parents, he noted, must exercise their
discretion as to when a child is mature
enough to be trusted alone.

The Division of Youth and Family
Services (DYFS), according to the
Chief, has concurred that this issue is
left up to a parent�s judgment, which
should be based on whether that child
can handle various emergencies on their
own.

However, the police could consider
the parents to be neglectful if an emer-

Fanwood Police Chief
 Offers Safety Precautions

gency occurs, depending on the cir-
cumstances, Chief Carboy added.

The police chief wrapped up the semi-
nar with a discussion on Internet safety
and the precautions that parents need to
take.

�If your children are spending an
inordinate amount of time on the
Internet,� Chief Carboy warned, �you
should know there is a problem.�

�Pedophiles will usually make an
attempt to meet the child or coax an
address out of them, which parents must
warn their children never to divulge,�
Chief Carboy said.

Children should also be taught to not
give out their real name, information
about where they go to school, or any
locations of clubs they attend, even to
other kids on the net, because predators
may pose as other children to get this
information, he warned.

Chief Carboy explained that there
are �history files,� under the Microsoft
Windows program, that parents can
open on the Internet to view all the
Internet sites their kids have been vis-
iting.

PUBLIC NOTICE   PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following project:

LINE STRIPING/PAVEMENT
MARKINGS

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(Attn.: Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk) until
June 1, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. The Township of
Scotch Plains (hereinafter �Township�) shall
not be responsible for any bid mailed which
is lost in transit or delivered late by the Postal
Service. At the above time, the bids will be
publicly opened and read aloud. All bids
must be presented in sealed envelopes which
are clearly marked �Bid for Line Striping/
Pavement Markings, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076�. No bid
will be received after the time and date
specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be with-
drawn within sixty (60) days after the date of
the bid opening except if provided for herein.
The bid of any bidder who consents to an
extension may be held for consideration for
a longer period of time as may be agreed
upon between bidder and the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms provided

by the Township of Scotch Plains in the bid
package. Specifications and bid forms may
be obtained from the Office of the Director of
Public Property, 2445 Plainfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains between the hours of 9:00
a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Bid proposals and all required documents
must be completed and submitted by the
date as set forth above. All documents in the
enclosed bid package must accompany the
bid proposal.

In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier�s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to the
Township of Scotch Plains shall be submit-
ted with each bid as a guaranty that if a
contract is awarded the bidder shall execute
said contract. The bid security shall be in the
amount of ten percent (10%) of the total
amount of the bid or Twenty-Thousand Dol-
lars ($20,000.00), whichever is lower.

All bid security, except the bid security of
the three (3) apparent lowest responsible
bidders shall, if requested in writing, be
returned after ten (10) days from the open-
ing of the bids (Sundays and holiday ex-
cepted) and the bids of such bidders shall
be considered withdrawn.

The Township reserves the right to reject
any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch Plains,
will be in the best interest of the Township all
in accordance with the New Jersey Local
Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A. 40A 11-1 et
seq. In the event of an equal or tie bid, the
Township shall award the bid to the Bidder
which, in the Township�s sole discretion,
best serves the interest of the Township.

The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated.

The selected bidder, will, within seven (7)
days of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contract with the Township.

All bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127, entitled �An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to Discrimina-
tion in Connection with Certain Public Con-
tracts and Supplementing the �Law Against
Discrimination� approved April 16, 1945 (P.L.
1945, Chapter 169)�, N.J.A.C. 17:27, as
amended from time to time, and the Ameri-
cans with Disability Act.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as per
N.J.A.C. 34:11-56, 25 et seq.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

WALTER F. DINIZO
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROPERTY

BARBARA RIEPE
TOWNSHIP CLERK

1 T � 5/13/99, The Times Fee: $81.60

Having served in Vietnam, Scotch
Plains resident Joe McCourt is one of
the veterans who visits Mr. Bello�s
classes. He is impressed with the cre-
ativity shown by students in designing
the memorial and generating ideas for
funding it.

�Hats off to these kids for their ideas,�
said Mr. McCourt, who served in  the
U.S. Army in Vietnam in 1969-70. He
is acting as a consultant to the students
on the project, and helped the teenagers
contact the families of the servicemen.

Students worked hard to track down
family members, all of whom had
moved out of the area. Two families
remain in New Jersey, the third in Cali-
fornia.

�It helped us get a little closer to the
individuals by speaking to families up
close and personal,� explained Mr.
McCourt.

In anticipation of visiting the two
New Jersey families in March, Mr.
McCourt recalled, �We were all ner-

vous. (Yet) Mrs. Klaniecki opened her
house and heart as well as some old
wounds to us.�

Added Ms. Doyle, �The Klanieckis
seemed thankful for the interest. And
Mr. Hendricks made sure we would
keep in touch after our visit.�

Mr. McCourt is enthusiastic about
the memorial taking the form of lock-
ers.

�There�s a certain amount of ano-
nymity associated with a name on a
plaque or a street sign,� he explained.

�The lockers establish quite an iden-
tity, a stronger impact than a name on a
wall,� he added. �They�ll create a per-
sonal piece of these men�s high school
careers. These were young men, stu-
dents like themselves, and 1,000 kids
will walk past these lockers every day.
It will click with them.�

Students recently launched a
fundraising campaign to raise the
$3,000-$3,500 required to make their
vision a reality. �We�re about a third of
the way there,� said Mr. Bello, who is
confident private donations from the
community will fulfill the students�
monetary goals. �We want to do it right.�

Residents interested in contributing
to the Vietnam memorial fundraising
campaign should contact David Bello at
SPFHS, (908) 889-8600, or Christine
Doyle at (908) 889-7504 after 3 p.m.

Mr. Bello is pleased by the assistance
offered by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education. �The board has
been phenomenal in its support and
really great in expediting the process,�
he stated. Ms. Doyle recognized Busi-
ness Administrator and Board Secre-
tary Matthew A. Clarke as helping to
get the construction underway.

Students hope to have the memorial
in place before their graduation in June.
Depending upon completion, a dedica-
tion ceremony will take place in the
spring or fall.

FRIDAY, APRIL 30
• A compact disk and CD-ROM

were reported stolen from a motor
vehicle parked in a Glenwood Road
driveway, according to police. The to-
tal value of the missing items was
$115.

• Police reported that an unsuccess-
ful burglary attempt was made to a
detached shed on a Winfield Place prop-
erty.

SATURDAY, MAY 1
• All four tires on a vehicle on

Oakwood Court were discovered
slashed. Police said there were no sus-
pects in the case at the present time.

TUESDAY, MAY 4
• Frank Casaleggio, 22, of

Hillsborough was charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of mari-
juana following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road, according to police.
He was released on his own recogni-
zance.

• An unidentified male suspect stole
four packs of cigarettes from a Martine
Avenue pharmacy and fled on foot,
authorities confirmed.

Wildflower Seeds Planted
At Fanwood Nature Center

FLOWER PLANTERS�On April 10 approximately 35 adults and children
planted wildflower seeds at the Fanwood Nature Center. The seed was donated
by Loft�s, Inc.

FANWOOD � On Saturday, April
10, approximately 35 adults and chil-
dren planted wildflower seeds at the

Fanwood Nature Center. The seed
was donated by Loft�s, Inc.

Children were given a cup of seed
and allowed to rake them into the
soil. They placed their names on
wood markers (paint stirrers donated
by Young�s Paint & Varnish) and
placed it where the seed was planted.

During the summer the children
can visit and view the beauty that
they created.

The first blooming flowers are ex-
pected in mid to late May. During the
season, flowers of different colors
will bloom.

The project was coordinated by
Dean Talcott, Fanwood Environmen-
tal Commission Chairman.

Coles Students Pay Tribute
To Washington�s Memory

SCOTCH PLAINS � The spirit
of 1776 filled Scotch Plains class-
rooms when costumed docents from
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Histori-
cal Society visited Coles Elementary
School on March 25 and April 29.

To commemorate the bicenten-
nial of George Washington�s death,
second- and third-grade classes
were treated to a program spot-
lighting the life and achievements
of the first President.

The presentation focused on the
many years Washington spent in
the military, and his impact on both
the fight for American indepen-
dence and in the formation of the
fledgling nation�s government.

The docents used a number of
Revolutionary War artifacts brought

from the Osborn Cannonball House
in Scotch Plains to illustrate as-
pects of life in the Continental Army.

An original newspaper dated
January 4, 1800 containing George
Washington�s obituary, a descrip-
tion of his funeral procession, and a
stirring eulogy rounded out the pre-
sentation.

The volunteers at the Osborn
Cannonball House and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Historical Society
have invited new members to join
their respective groups.

For membership information,
please call Rick Bousquet, Presi-
dent of the Historical Society, at
(908) 233-9165, or Tour Coordina-
tor Bonnie Pisane at (908) 654-
4574.

Memorial Day Parade
Scheduled for May 31

SCOTCH PLAINS � The 1999
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial
Day Parade will be held on Mon-
day, May 31. The Parade Commit-
tee is planning to honor the mem-
bers of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
Post No. 10122 as the collective
Grand Marshal for this year�s pa-
rade.

This year, the Veterans of For-
eign Wars of the United States is
celebrating its 100th anniversary.
Post No. 10122, which received its
charter in 1968, today includes
115 men and women who are in-
volved in activities that support
and benefit veterans, as well as
educational programs.

Vietnam Vets Honored
With Unique Memorial

The police department honored a
number of its officers for various efforts
during the past year, including helping
ill residents, foiling car burglaries, par-
ticipating in the investigation of a fatal
shooting at Club Malibu in Scotch
Plains, which led to the arrest of a
suspect, and for taking action to stop a
murder and bank robbery suspect who
opened fire on police as they attempted
to apprehend him near the Scotch
Plains-Mountainside border.

The governing body will also renew

its agreement with Comcast
Cablevision of New Jersey to provide
cable television service to the town-
ship.

In addition, Township Tax Assessor
Michael Ross was re-appointed to a
second four-year term.

Carolyn Sorge, who is leaving her
position with the office of Township
Manager Thomas E. Atkins and was
the township�s first female firefighter,
was honored for her four years of
service.

Revised Township Budget
Incurs 5-Point Tax Hike

Scotch Plains 1999
Clean Communities Day
Will we see you on Saturday, May 22?

That is the date of the 9th Annual Scotch Plains Public Lands
Clean Up Day when neighborhood, family, service, school,
athletic and social groups will join together to pick up litter
throughout the Township. Detailed Information on the day’s
events as well as safety information will be sent out after

registration forms are received.

Questions or requests for registration forms may be directed to:

Clean Communities Coordinator
(908) 322-6700, Ext 243

Thrift Shop Stocks Up
On Summer Apparel
SCOTCH PLAINS � The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has announced that its Thrift
Shop is fully stocked with summer
apparel and accessories.

Children�s summer clothes for
camp or local fun have been priced
for quick sale.

Ladies summer dresses, T-shirts,
skirts, shorts, slacks and jackets, as
well as bathing suits, are available.
The shop�s Designer�s Corner is well
stocked with summer lingerie and
other items.

Mens� clothes, casual, dress or for
work, are found in a separate room,
along with boys� clothes.

In the housewares area, sheets,
table cloths and paper back books are
available and low-priced.

The Thrift Shop is located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains
at the corner of Willow Avenue.

Shop hours are 10 a.m. to 2:30
p.m., Tuesday through Thursday.
Friday and Saturday hours are 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Donations are wel-
come 10 a.m. to noon Tuesday to
Saturday.

For information on The Thrift
Shop�s limited pick-up service, please
call the hot-line at (908) 322-5420.

 Fanwood Honored
As �Tree City USA�

Fanwood TV-35
Weekly Schedule
Thursday, May 13, 8:00 P.M.

Borough Council Meeting
- LIVE

Saturday, May 15, 7:00 P.M.
Freeholder�s Forum

Saturday, May 15, 8:00 P.M.
�97 Momeorial Day Parade &
Activities

Monday, May 17, 7:00 P.M.
COP TV

Monday, May 17, 8:00 P.M.
FYI-Fanwood - Mayor
Connelly�s Show

Wednesday, May 19, 7:00 P.M.
Fanwood Rabies Clinic

Wednesday, May 19, 8:00 P.M.
Earth Day Cleanup &
Volunteers� Fair

FANWOOD � The Borough of
Fanwood was named a Tree City
USA on April 5, the sixth time the
community has received this national
recognition, according to Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly.

�The residents of our town have
always understood the benefits of
trees, and we are proud to receive this
recognition,� she added.

The Tree City USA honor comes
from The National Arbor Day Foun-
dation, a nonprofit education orga-
nization that helps people plant and
care for trees.

Communities entering the nation-
wide program receive the Tree City
USA designation upon recommen-
dation by state foresters, who co-
sponsor the program.

Municipalities must meet the fol-
lowing standards in order to qualify:
a city tree ordinance, a legal tree
governing body, a comprehensive
urban forestry program, and obser-
vance of Arbor Day.

�An effective community forestry
program is an ongoing process of
renewal and improvement � a pro-
cess of tree planting and care that
continues through the years,� said
John Rostow, President of The Na-
tional Arbor Day Foundation.

�The Tree City USA award is an
excellent indication that there is a
solid foundation for that process of
improvement,� he concluded.


