
Page 4  Thursday, November 4, 1999 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

David B. Corbin
SPORTS

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield
and the County of Union

Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

THE TIMES

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 50 Elm Street
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368 • 1906 Bartle Avenue
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Suzette F. Stalker
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

Gail S. Corbin
GENERAL MANAGER

Paul J. Peyton
MANAGING EDITOR

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: press@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $24 • Two-year – $46 • Three-year – $66 • One-year college (September to May) – $16
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

Joanna B. Marsh
MARKETING DIRECTOR

— Established 1890 —
of Scotch Plains – Fanwood

— Established 1959—

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Michelle H. LePoidevin
ARTS  and ENTERTAINMENT

THE BUCK STOPS HERE
President Harry S. Truman had a

sign on his desk in the oval office that
read �The Buck Stops Here!�

If you don�t stop here, you will find
out the name of the game from which
this expression came, as well as the
meaning of the word buck in this now
famous sign.

Harry�s desk sign reminder referred
to an object used as a counter, either a
one dollar U.S. coin or a buck handled
knife, which was passed on from one
person to another to designate the next
dealer in a poker game. The buck knife
is so called, because its handle was
made from a buck (male) deer�s horn.

The word buck is also used as a
slang synonym for the U.S. dollar.
This meaning developed because the
buckskin was widely traded in barter
by American frontiersmen in the early
1700s. When coins came into use,
buckskin was shortened to buck and
this word was transferred to coins as
well. And that is where this buck
stops.

A father writes: I�m probably the first
father who has written to you in a while.
I respect what you tell your readers. I
have a very disturbing relationship with
my 19-year-old son and I need help.

We have never had a close or friendly
relationship. I blame myself now. I am a
successful business man who was never
home, but made a lot of money. I never
listened to my wife when she told me to
listen to a song called �Cat�s in the
Cradle� by Harry Chapin who says �we
reap what we sow.�

In this case, the father in the song has
a detached relationship with his son who,
in turn, distances himself from his father
when he becomes an adult.

When my son went away to college, he
presented me with a gift T-shirt with the
following message: Your village called;
their idiot is missing! I am very angry and
upset at him. I don�t want to make a
mistake but I have to address the issue.
Help me!

Answer: I have seen that shirt in a
catalog. Your son is expressing his hos-
tile feelings towards you. Without speak-
ing with you directly he is telling you
what he thinks of you.

Unfortunately, he has chosen to �hit
and run,� rather than address his pent-up
feelings which he has self-contained.

There are several ways to deal with
this: 1) Remain angry at him for name
calling and going away, which stifles
dialogue and ultimate resolution; 2) Be-
come angry at yourself for contributing to
the distanced relationship; 3) Reach out
to your son, asking him to discuss his
feelings towards to you and acknowledge
your role in a relationship that was not
emotionally close.

I recommend the third option. Neither
rant nor rave, express your regrets, and
clarify how angry, hurt and rejected he
must have felt throughout the years.

Talking, listening, hearing, and for-
giving may lead to an ultimate reconcili-
ation. Good luck. A close father-son rela-
tionship is worth the effort - long over-
due.

A reader writes:
In a recent speech focusing on rela-

tionships, you spoke of rewards one gains
in interacting with others and having
relationships where you share all kinds
of feelings. Could you repeat the saying
or phrase you used in summarizing it. It
was very meaningful. Isn�t it an original
Milt Faith?

Answer: No, it is not an original (wish
I could claim it as such). The quote is an
old Swedish adage. It is: Shared joy is
double joy; Shared sorrow is half a sor-
row. My take on it: Communicating joy
in friendships and relationships is dou-
bly gratifying because others share your
joy and happiness with you; sharing sor-
row with those who care is comforting,
leading to support and affirmation,
thereby removing some of the grief and
sorrow.

A concerned mother writes: Ever
since my 15-year-old son saw The Sixth
Sense movie, he tells my husband and me
that he feels he has special powers simi-
lar to the boy in the movie. He feels he
can sense the presence of �spirits� and he
feels they want to communicate with
him.

Josh (disguised name) has always been
somewhat of a ham, wanting to be the
center of attention. When he was younger,
he loved to play with the Ouija board and
he would hold seances with other kids.
They laughed; he took it seriously. We
thought he would grow up to be an actor.

HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Mending Father, Son Relationship
Requires Communication Attempt

I�m getting worried now because some
of his friends don�t want to play with him
and have talked to their parents, calling
him �kooky.� Is this something he will
outgrow? Is this a bid for attention?

Answer: Young children can use lots
of imaginations and fantasies to conjure
up all kinds of stories and situations.
Sometimes it is a way of using their
enormous energies, creative emotions,
acting out wishes or dreams, and or ex-
pressing troubled thoughts and feelings.

It becomes a concern to the parent(s) if
these patterns of behavior interfere with
the child�s functioning, whether it is at
school, at home, with peers, or in behav-
ioral attitudes (withdrawn or hostile be-
havior), difficulty sleeping, eating, feel-
ing unhappy or anxious.

In this particular situation, it would be
wise to have Josh see a psychotherapist
to help evaluate his emotional status. His
references to The Sixth Sense seem to
accentuate existing problems which need
to be clarified professionally.

I do not feel that his behavior is an
example of wanting to be a performer;
rather he has been exhibiting troubled
behavior for many years.

Fanwood Citizens Lauded for Voicing
Opposition to Dean Oil Site Proposal
Although this letter is a few weeks

overdue, I would like to thank all the
residents of Fanwood who voiced their
opposition to the Dean Oil apartments
through passing out fliers, attending
seemingly endless planning board meet-
ings or by just keeping the word alive.

Our efforts focused such scrutiny on
this development that the granting of
the necessary variances became almost
an impossibility. Grass roots mobiliza-
tion works!

I would like to particularly thank my
fellow co-founders of the Fanwood Citi-
zens for Responsible Development
(FCRD): Tom and Ann Ryan, Peter and
Pam Sayles and my wife, Sue.

I consider myself fortunate to be part
of an organization with such dedicated

and civic-minded members. Despite
different political party alliances, these
members are moved by a common com-
mitment to the people of Fanwood.

In a small community like Fanwood,
it is my belief that political alliances are
secondary�what matters most is this
dedication to and love for the Fanwood
community.

Lastly, I would like to thank the
planning board for its patience and
dedication throughout numerous meet-
ings that began in February of this year
and extended until the end of Septem-
ber.

Eric W. Hess
Member, Fanwood Citizens for

Responsible Development

Lack of Acknowledgment of Father�s
Death Angers Officer�s Daughter

In all the years growing up in West-
field, I found it to be the best place to
raise children. I wasn�t fortunate enough
to be able to afford living there after I
married. I had married a Westfield po-
lice officer and had to live out of town.

My father was a sergeant with the
Westfield Police Department and we
had always lived in Westfield because
it was mandatory at one point in time
and my mother was raised in this town.
I was so proud of my dad; he protected
people, arrested criminals, made sure
everyone was safe from harm and used
to brag about how he loved his job and
the Town of Westfield.

He then retired in 1972 because he
had a heart attack while on duty chas-
ing someone who had broken in a nurs-
ery on Springfield Avenue. That broke
his heart; he no longer was able to do
what he loved to do. Accepting the fact
he was now disabled, he still kept in
contact with his comrades and enjoyed
all the stories they had to tell. It kept
him going.

Unfortunately, as the years went by
things began to change. All his buddies
retired, moved out of town and some
had passed away.

My father, Sergeant Norbert Koza,

passed away October 9, 1999. Through
all our grief with this loss, our family
found the time to inform the Westfield
Police Department. To our disbelief,
only one officer from the past came to
his memorial, retired officer, Richard
Shovlin. The Westfield Police Depart-
ment never acknowledged his passing,
not even a sympathy card from the
Policemen�s Benevolent Association
Local No. 90 or the Chief of Police,
Anthony Scutti.

It�s a disgrace that after 25 years of
service my father dedicated to his posi-
tion, this organization couldn�t find the
time or the respect this wonderful man
deserved. This hurt me so deeply that I
have been robbed of my fond memories
of our life growing up in Westfield and
to think that my father was just another
name in the obituary after protecting
this town for 25 years. Shame on you
Chief Scutti and fellow officers of
Westfield.

I will never have anything nice to say
about Westfield or it�s police depart-
ment. You all should be ashamed of
yourselves.

Cheryle Koza Parks
Green Brook

Westfield Adult School Program,
�Attic Treasures,� Deemed Successful
The first Attic Treasures program

sponsored by the Westfield Adult
School was a grand success.

Everything worked. The weather was

a perfect fall day, the public responded,
dealers participated and merchants were
supportive.

The people who brought items to be
appraised were pleased at the profes-
sional service they received from the
dealers.

We are delighted at the way the event
evolved. From our perspective, the
public�s awareness of the existence of
the Westfield Adult School and its of-
ferings has been greatly enhanced and
that was one of the main objectives.

Thanks to all who participated and
helped to keep the Westfield Adult
School bell ringing.

Lawrence E. Pargot, President
Westfield Adult School

Letters to the Editor

Sponsors of Blast �99 at Westfield Y
Thank Participants and Chaperones

Blast �99 was a great success in its
fifth year, with over 190 Westfield High
School ninth graders attending the party
at the Westfield Y on October 15.

Co-sponsored by the Optimist Club of
Westfield, the Westfield Recreation
Commission and the Westfield Y, the
party achieved its objective of initiating
friendships among students throughout
the town, introducing newcomers to the
high school community and starting to
generate a genuine class spirit.

It is gratifying to see the entire West-
field community continue to embrace the
idea of the �Blast,� as this event received
overwhelming support from our Board of
Education, the high school staff, parents,

friends and local business to make it a
success.

Special thanks are also due to all those
individuals who worked on the project
and the 25 chaperones from the Optimist
Club, the Recreation Commission, the Y
and the Westfield High School upper
classmen from the Junior Optimist Club
and Any Town who attended �Blast.�

Our sincere thanks to all those who
supported or worked on �Blast� from the
co-sponsoring organizations.

Barry and Maria
Morris

Project Co-Chairs
Optimist Club of

Westfield
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Legislature OKs $80 Mil.
In Aid for Victims of Floyd

TRENTON � Victims of Tropical
Storm Floyd are one step closer to re-
ceiving assistance from the state after
the Senate and Assembly Budget and
Appropriations Committees both ap-
proved an $80 million relief package
sponsored by Senate President Donald
T. DiFrancesco.

Senate Bill 2177, known as the Emer-
gency Disaster Relief Act, was ap-
proved by the state Senate and Assem-
bly on October 25 and signed by Gov-
ernor Christine Todd Whitman.

Senator DiFrancesco�s bipartisan
initiative, co-sponsored by state Sena-
tor John Lynch (D-17) allocates $50
million to help cover flood losses, and
$20 million to help farmers who suf-
fered crop losses during the summer
drought.

The remaining $10 million provides
emergency aid to municipalities and
will cover administrative costs. Prior-
ity will be given to those counties de-
clared disaster areas by the federal gov-
ernment including Union County.

�Today, we are one step closer to
offering New Jersey citizens a much-
needed measure of relief. We know that
the people who suffered personal and
business losses as a result of the severe
weather of 1999 have extraordinary
needs, and we are working in Trenton
to try to meet these needs.

�This measure provides the admin-
istration with flexibility in designing a
program that best fills the gaps of the
financial assistance being offered
through private insurance and the fed-

eral government.
�We have also given the administra-

tion the authority to appropriate addi-
tional dollars if it is determined to be
necessary,� said Senator DiFrancesco
(R-22).

In general, homeowners will now be
able to apply for grants for the loss of
personal contents of residences dam-
aged or lost as a result of the storm or
subsequent floods; businesses are eli-
gible to apply for grants or loans to
cover damage to real and personal prop-
erty.

The program comes come from the
state�s �Rainy Day Fund,� which is
specifically earmarked for such pur-
poses.

The breakdown of the $80 million
aid package is as follows:

$5 million for emergency aid to
municipalities for extraordinary costs
for public services such as overtime
and equipment.

$5 million for administrative costs
associated with operating the program.

$20 million for drought aid to farm-
ers.

$50 million for grants, loans and
property tax deferrals for flood victims.

�We will, of course, continue to re-
view other legislative proposals that
seek to address the long-term economic
and environmental implications of
Tropical Storm Floyd. However, S-2177
is intended to offer a more immediate
response by providing the state�s finan-
cial assistance as soon as possible,�
said Senator DiFrancesco.

Trailside Center to Feature
Mineral Show on November 7
MOUNTAINSIDE � The Trailside

Mineral Club and the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present the 16th Annual Mineral Show
at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center this Sunday, November 7, from
noon to 5 p.m.

Trailside�s Visitor Center lobby will
be transformed into a showplace of
rocks and minerals on display and for
sale. Vendors will offer rough and pol-
ished gems, slabs, amber, fossils and
finished jewelry.

A selection of books for all ages on
geological subjects will also be avail-
able for purchase.

Jessie Dudley and Russ Brarens of
the Trailside Mineral Club will demon-
strate the intricate art of cutting and
polishing gemstones.

Don Peck, also from the Trailside
Mineral Club, will help collectors to
identify their own rocks and minerals.

The featured presentation, to be held
at 1:30 p.m., is entitled �Birthplace of
the Dinosaurs.�

Fred Cassel, a member of the New
Jersey Paleontological Society, will give
a slide presentation about his experi-
ences with an international fossil col-
lecting expedition to Argentina.

An interpretive geology hike will be
conducted at 3 p.m., weather permit-
ting. Geologist Joyce Laudise will walk
the �orange trail� with participants to
see the basalt core of the Watchung

Mountains and deposits of sandstone,
shale and glacial debris that illustrate
the geologic history of the Watchung
Reservation.

Children may participate in a variety
of activities at the Mineral Show, such
as digging through a sandbox for min-
eral treasures, cracking open a geode,
or assembling a �rock personality� pa-
perweight.

Older children (10 years and up) can
take part in a rock-collecting walk with
a naturalist. Children will use rock
hammers to chip away at rocks and
stones and will be able to take home a
representative sample of the rocks of
the Watchung Mountains.

All materials will be supplied and
each children�s activity costs $1.

In keeping with the theme of the
show, the Planetarium will present
�Asteroids� � a look at asteroids,
comets and meteors and the possibil-
ity of their impact with the earth.
Shows are at 2 and 3:30 p.m. and
admission is $3 per person for ages 6
and older.

The suggested $1 per person Min-
eral Show admission fee includes a
chance to win a door prize.

Trailside is a facility of the Union
County Division of Parks and Recre-
ation and is located at 452 New Provi-
dence Road in Mountainside.

For further information, please call
(908) 789-3670.

Candidates Deserve Better Showing
From Public in Future Elections

Democracy concluded its annual rite Tuesday night
with a thin thread of citizens voting. In spite of having
great regional candidates who worked hard for the
last several months, only about one-fifth of the
population voted (about one third of the registered
voters). Political analysts will likely offer several
reasons for this dismal voter participation. The rea-
sons may include lack of a major race, poor weather,
good economy, everyone�s busy or just plain apathy.

The reasons don�t matter. It was a poor show by the
people and a serious trend for Democracy. Local
leaders are volunteers giving much of their time,
while facing increasing demands. Ask yourself the
next time you become critical - �Did you vote?� The
people who run for office deserve better than what the
public showed this November 2.

In our view, campaigning this year involved a
healthy discussion of the issues, with only a few slips
of mud slinging. The candidates did a great job of
keeping it clean. We�re sure they feel better for it. But,
the political experts may say that this is not the way
to run a campaign. They may point to the low turnout
as proof. In response next year, the �dark side� of the
party campaign arsenals may be unleashed. The
public has surely given those political elements a
good argument to do so.

We hope it doesn�t happen. We hope that honorable

campaigning with intelligent discussion will be given
a second chance. We hope that our candidates next
year will be as good as our candidates this year. We
hope that the public doesn�t let Democracy down
again.

The Westfield Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood pledge to continue believing in and
supporting clean campaigns, and in informing the
public as accurately as possible. Our newspapers
pledge to continue working with the political parties,
elected officials, The League of Women Voters, the
candidates, local TV stations and all others to make
this possible. We thank everyone this year for making
it possible. Much has been learned, and next year can
be even better. We hope the public supports this
direction, too.

For, only with the support of the public, is it
possible.

The year 2000 campaigns will be filled with much
hoopla as all the top political offices will be up for
grabs. So, the public needs to think now about what
to expect � and about what to demand. Express
yourself now to your officials and to party leaders.
Get involved in your government.

Most of all, thank your candidates for the good job
this year. Let�s pull together and continue making
things work for our communities.

Deadline for Applying
For FEMA Aid Nears

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has announced
that those persons in need of emergency aid as  a result of  Hurricane Floyd
should contact FEMA within the next few weeks.

Residents must register with FEMA by calling (800) 462-9029, or TTY
(800) 462-7585 before Wednesday, November 17.

Registration with FEMA must take place first in order to be eligible for
any state aid.

FEMA officials urge individuals and business owners to return loan
application forms to be eligible for future grants that could become
available at the state or federal level.

Erratum
A caption for a photo accompanying

an article about the winners of the
UNICO Columbus Day Contest in the
October 28 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on page C-10 was
incorrect.

The caption identified the winner as
Matthew DeNichilo. The correct name
is Timothy Ryan. Timothy was awarded
$500 for taking second place in the
contest.

Westfield Boosters Announce
Newly-Installed Officers

WESTFIELD � The Westfield School
Boosters Association recently installed
its officers for the current year.

They include President Joe Freisen;
1st and 2nd Vice Presidents Don
Cambria and Tom Cusimano, respec-
tively; Treasurers Dan Hickey and Bill
Mann; Recording Secretary John
Castellano; and Corresponding Secre-
tary Leo Kane.

The leadership of the organization
by its outgoing president, Bill
Mansfield, was also acknowledged at
the installation ceremonies.

The Boosters Association was es-
tablished over 50 years ago as a non-
profit charitable organization. Its mem-
bers engage in various fundraising ac-
tivities to provide assistance and rec-
ognition to the sports programs and
athletes of Westfield High School.

According to Ed Tranchina,
Westfield High School�s Athletic Di-
rector, �The Westfield Boosters Asso-
ciation has been extremely helpful in
providing much needed equipment for
many of our sports programs, includ-

ing the new soccer goals, field hockey
goals, and lacrosse goals that were
purchased for the 1998 and 1999 sea-
sons.�

In addition to the purchase of equip-
ment, the Boosters Association spon-
sors a competitive academic awards
program that provides scholarships for
more than a dozen Westfield High
School men and women student-ath-
letes each year. The organization also
awards travel scholarships that permit
athletes to represent Westfield High
School in national or international com-
petitions in various sports.

One such travel award was given to
high school junior C.J. Dodge, which
allowed him to compete in the Austra-
lian Junior National Championships
that were held earlier this year in Perth,
Australia.

For more information about the or-
ganization and its sponsored activi-
ties, please call the Westfield Boosters
at P.O. Box 594 Westfield, 07091-
0594 or visit http://westfieldnj.com/
boosters.


