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GIACONE, JENKINS, TUOHY EACH RUSH 100+ YDS

Blue Devils �Ground Game�
Football Kardinals, 21-14
By BRUCE JOHNSON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With a return trip at the NJSIAA
playoffs no longer a possibility, the
Westfield High School football team
took the first step at finishing the
season with a .500 record by ground-
ing Kearny, 21-14, on November 6 in
a game that was not as close as the
final score might indicate.

The Blue Devils (3-5), who will
travel to Livingston this Friday in the
consolation playoffs before the tradi-
tional Thanksgiving Day battle with
Plainfield, ran for 317 yards on 51

carries. The offensive line, which
likes to be called the �Chain Gang�
because of its ability to get first downs
(i.e., move the 10-yard chains) was at
its best in the first half, with Josh
Ponzio, Brian Gallagher, Joey
Saunders, Mike Ciccarelli, Brian
Williams and tight end Josh Ray
opening massive holes.

Running backs Terrence Jenkins
(11 carries for 101 yards and three
TDs), Pat Tuohy (18 for 108) and
Chris Giacone (18 for 116) became
the first Devil trio in 17 years to rush
for 100 yards each. A quick glance at

the �100 Years of Blue Devils Foot-
ball� book showed the most recent
�triples� were October 23, 1982
(Kelvin Blanton 22-132, Brian
Halpin 16-111 and Paul Edwards 12-
102) in a 31-14 rout of Irvington, and
October 8, 1977 (Frank Kelly 19-
124, Owen Brand 12-106 and Butch
Woolfolk 18-103) in a 31-0 win over
Elizabeth at Williams Field.

The Devils dominated early. After
holding Kearny and forcing a punt,
Westfield drove 57 yards in nine plays.
Giacone ripped off gains of 11 and

BIG �D� HOLDS, DINSMORE SMOTHERS FUMBLE FOR TD

Raiders Turn on the �D�; Stop
Red Raider Gridmen, 28-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No double-overtime loss this time!
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team stopped the
tricky Newark East Side team cold
and seized a 28-0 victory in Scotch

Plains on November 6. Senior Nathan
Jones rushed for 234 yards and three
touchdowns, the defense read the
East Side�s offense like a children�s
book and big defensive lineman Bob
Dinsmore recovered a fumble for a
touchdown.

The offensive exploits of Jones can
not be ignored; however, sometimes
the excellent play of the Raider de-
fense does. Not this time! The entire
Raider defense pressured, banged and
battered the East Side offense
throughout the game, holding them
to just 148 total yards. Andrew Pavoni
was involved in 11 tackles, while
Jones and Dave Herrmann had 10
each and Dan Loomis grabbed nine.

Herrmann, a linebacker, was mag-
nificent reading the East Side plays.
�I am responsible for calling the of-
fensive plays. We practiced all week
and knew we had to contain their
quarterback and (tailback Naazir)
Jackson.�

The incessant Raider pressure
started immediately. With Herrmann,
Dinsmore, Ron Jenerette, Pavoni,
Jason Patterson and Jeremy Dodge in
constant hot pursuit, the Red Raiders
were cramped to a fourth-and-three
punting situation from the Raider
48. In came the frenzied Raider line
again with hands waving. The hur-
ried punt was tipped by Patterson,
sailed straight up and alit four yards
shy of the line of scrimmage where

WOODBURY HALTS ALL 5, CORBETT NETS WINNER

Field Hockey Blue Devils Win
Thrilling Overtime Shootout

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A simultaneous sigh of relief by
the fans, coaches and teammates
stirred up the wind in Westfield when
goalie Jen Woodbury stopped the fi-
nal shot to give the first-seeded West-
field High School field hockey team
the victory over the Bridgewater-
Raritan Panthers on November 5 in
the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Tournament. Se-
nior Tri-Captain Paige Corbett
banged in the only, but winning goal
in the shootout.

After a slow start the Blue Devils
got rolling. Then, with 14:43 left in
the first half, senior Val Wicks, on an
assist from senior Paige Corbett, net-
ted the first goal.

The Panthers quickly retaliated
when Brittany Thornton, with help
from Kristie Wolfmayer, rippled the
net for the tie with 15:32 remaining
in regulation. Before the clock ran
down, Leonardis and Sara Finestein,
on a fast break, struck terror in the
eyes of Panther goalie Kariann Von
Nostrum, but she successfully de-
flected the shot on goal.

In the first overtime, the Blue Dev-
ils stormed the Panthers� den and
with just 1:53 off the clock, Corbett
fed Leonardis, who ripped the net,
pushing the score to 2-1. Unfortu-
nately, for the Blue Devils, Thornton

scored her second goal off an assist
from McKenzie Stewart with 3:14
left. With less than 30 seconds left,
Leonardis caught another breakaway
but missed pay dirt.

The Blue Devils were strong
throughout the second overtime and
fired several more dangerous shots
which were deflected by Von Nos-
trum. But Woodbury proved her worth
once again when the Panthers

mounted a furious attack in the final
45 seconds.

The third overtime was ruled by the
Panthers� continuous offensive assault
and the outstanding play of Woodbury.
A diving stop warded off one attack
and broke the Panthers� rhythm and
then, with less than 45 seconds re-
maining, Woodbury made a crucial
kick to knock a shot out of bounds.
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Farmers Stagger Raiders, 2-0;
Claim Union County Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hungry was the word and the sec-
ond-seeded Union High School Farm-
ers appeared to be determined to
satisfy their pangs. They cultivated
their game plan and reaped the ben-
efits by dethroning the top-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys soccer
team, 2-0, to claim the Union County
Title at Kean University in Union on
November 7

But hunger indeed existed with the
Raiders and they displayed it early
and consistently in the first half.
Offensively outplayed in the half, the
Farmers warded off numerous Raider
attacks through the great play of
goalie Dave Pinto who stopped sev-
eral dangerous shots.

�It was a tale of two halves,� ex-
plained Raider Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky. �I thought that we played
exceptionally well in the first half.�

Before Pinto displayed his heroics,
however, the Farmers threatened on
a free kick. Raider keeper Brad
Lowyns rushed forward and the ball
sailed over his head, but teammate
Ray DiNizo was at the goal to head it
away.

The Raiders responded in a big
way. With 16:55 left in the half, Dave
Bell ripped a shot from the right side.

Pinto saved. With 9:31 left, junior
Mike Zotti charged the center and
shot. Pinto deflected it. Senior Eu-
gene Ferrara, with 7:33, left took a
free kick. Pinto stopped it. Moments
later Ferra ripped another shot which
was stopped. Then senior Martin
Barredo banged a shot from the right
and Pinto made a great leaping save.

�They did not seem to know when
to take their shots,� said Breznitsky
of his team. �Sometimes they would
attempt to get in too close and try to
pick their shots. You need to know
when to take the right opportunity.�

The Farmers answered very loudly
in the second half and, this time, it

BALLWEG, WECHTER, BRANDAO EXHAUST COUGARS

Union Catholic Wears Down
Cougar Girls in UCT, 4-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jessica Ballweg, Alyssa Wechter
and Lissette Brandao all hit the mark
and the solid Union Catholic High
School girls soccer team kept up their
persistence to wear out the 12th-

ranked Cranford Cougars, 4-1, to
win the Union County Champion-
ship at Kean University in Union on
November 7.

It was the Vikings� third-straight
county title and the second time in a
row that they had beaten Cranford.
Their first victim was Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

Wechter was ominous and made
the Cougars nervous as she hustled
up and down in her position on the
left side of the field, beating Cougars
to the ball and wrecking their offen-
sive game plan.

Wechter, a senior, has become more
and more a major offensive factor as
the season has progressed.

�She has really come on strong.
Last year, she transferred here and
played a good role,� said Viking Head

Coach Jim Revel. �But this year, she
has really come on.�

Senior goalie Lisa Henderson, al-
though not threatened much through-
out the year, made some outstanding
saves when it really counted. On two
occasions, she was the only obstruc-
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tion in the way of Cougar fast breaks
and, both times, she prevailed.

�She really doesn�t have to make
many saves because the rest of our
team keeps the ball downfield,� said
Revel. �But, when she has to, she
does.�

With both teams professing a strong
offensive philosophy, something had
to give and the Cougars struck first.
Ace Sue Flamini banged a shot into
the upper right corner of the net with
just 7:54 off the clock and the Cou-
gars appeared to be rolling.

The Wechter factor arose. Hus-
tling down the left sideline, she ripped
a cross to Brandao who then, from
25-yards out, blazed a shot into the
upper right of the net with 17:06
remaining in the half. Cougar fans
toned down their previous roars.

Seven minutes later, Wechter
muted the Cougar roars when she
penetrated the center and punched in
a shot from just eight-yards out. The
2-1 lead held to the half.

The Viking dominance increased
in the second half and grew even
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Viking Alyssa Wechter, right, wrecks the Cougar game plan.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEVILS AMIDST THE ACTION�Blue Devils Val Wicks, No. 12, and Kristen
Leonardis, No. 3, vie with a Panther for control of the ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR THE BALL�Raider Antonio Dopazo, No. 23, battles a
Farmer for ball control in the Union County boys soccer title game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING ON THE CRUNCH�Raider Nathan Jones tackles a Red Raider.
Both the offense and the defense clicked as they shutout East Side, 28-0.

Nick Ponzio for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAC MAKING ANOTHER HANDOFF�Blue Devil quarterback Ryan MacDonald prepares to handoff in the game
with the Kardinals in Kearny. Westfield defeated the Kardinals, 21-14, on November 7.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Nathan Jones - Raider football team. Jones
was also selected as The Leader/Times
October 1998 Scholar Athlete. Outstanding
in every aspect of the game, Jones leads
Union County in total points with 162 which
includes 27 touchdowns. That total also
places him second in the state. His defensive
qualities are paramount as he has an uncanny
ability to read, then dissolve developing
plays. Jones carries a 3.85 grade-point
average, takes accelerated courses and has
scored over 1,300 in the college boards.


