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Recreation Commission Should Include Public
When Developing Park Plans, Group Says

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Citizens on a subcommittee exam-
ining the preliminary renovation
plans for Memorial Park and Pool
feel the town�s Recreation Commis-
sion should revamp the way projects
are presented to the public.

The subcommittee was formed in

October to represent objections to
proposed plans to renovate and ex-
tensively expand Westfield�s Memo-
rial Park and Pool complex.

The preliminary plans to renovate
the complex were met with stiff op-
position by more than 100 residents
who first appeared at the Recreation
Commission�s September 27 meet-
ing, when the plans were publicly
unveiled. The residents have re-
mained consistent in their objections
and attendance at subsequent com-
mission meetings.

Due to the numerous residents who
objected to the plans, the Recreation
Commission voted to form a com-
mittee consisting of three commis-
sion members, three neighborhood

residents and one sports league rep-
resentative to discuss and iron out
revisions to the proposed plans.

One of the major concerns of the
local residents who live near Memo-
rial Park and Pool, according to resi-
dent sub-committee Chairman Jo-
seph Penczak, is the proposed plan�s
elimination of the long-standing
wooded buffer, which has existed
between the Pool and Park Complex
and residents� properties for 30 years.

The residents on the  sub-commit-
tee claim that this buffer was prom-
ised to the local citizens by the Rec-
reation Commission 30 years ago
when the pool was first constructed
and that the proposed plans revoked
that promise.

Other objections include the close
proximity of the proposed parking
lot, hockey rink and wading pool to
residents� yards, which, the residents
feel, would adversely affect their qual-
ity of life and right to privacy.

�Only after prompting by the resi-
dents� sub-committee did the Recre-
ation Commission conduct a walk-
through of the area,� according to
Mr. Penczak, who resides on North
Scotch Plains Avenue.

A walk-through should be required,
standard procedure before any project
is proposed, the committee members
agreed.

Mr. Penczak maintains that if they
had conducted a walk-through first,

Elections Bd. Investigating Fourth Ward
Race Following Complaint by Voter
By KIM KINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A Westfield resident has asked the
Union County Board of Elections to
conduct an investigation into several
polling place �irregularities� he said
he observed when voting in the Fourth
Ward at Westfield High School on
November 2.

Robert J. Ratner, a Lamberts Mill
Road resident, Faxed a letter to Patricia
Formato, Administrator of the Union
County Election Board, on November
5, requesting the investigation and
detailing several observations of �ir-
regularities� he noticed in the 10 min-
utes he was in the polling place.

Mrs. Formato confirmed receiving
the letter and said that an investiga-
tion into Mr. Ratner�s complaints
has already begun.

�No complaint that comes into this
office will go unanswered,� she said.
�We take every complaint seriously.�

Mr. Ratner is a voter in the Fourth
Ward, Third District. In a race this
year for a Fourth Ward seat on the
Westfield Town Council, Republican
incumbent Janis Fried Weinstein beat

Democrat Schuyler Quackenbush,
with unofficial tallies of 789 to 729.

Mrs. Formato said that Mr. Ratner�s
observations centered on one par-
ticular poll worker and that Election
Board personnel are looking into
details of how the worker handled
voting that day. She added that an-
other worker who was at the polling
place all day is submitting a written
report of her observations.

Mrs. Formato did admit the county
is looking into the possibility that the
poll worker Mr. Ratner refers to in
his letter may have been a last-minute
substitution for the regularly sched-
uled worker.

She also told The Leader that the
Election Board is looking at records
which show one worker signed in at
6 p.m. to help at the high school.
Mrs. Formato said the Election Board
does not recognize the individual�s
name and has no record of assigning
that person to the post.

Mrs. Formato added that there are
a series of checks and balances to
guard against voter fraud and that
board personnel have begun examin-

ing them for any irregularities.
For instance, as people sign the

registry, they should be getting con-
firmation stubs, she said. The stubs
should be given to the polling booth
attendant who then spikes them on a
wire. The number of stubs and signa-
tures should match.

In addition, Mrs. Formato said, all
machines have been impounded by
the county as is customary during the
15-day period following an election
when candidates can request a re-
count.

A candidate can ask to see tape
from machines, absentee ballots and
provisional votes, Mrs. Formato said.
If, after reviewing this information, a
candidate feels an error has occurred,

the candidate can petition the Supe-
rior Court to contest the election
results and seek another election. A
court hearing would follow this course
of action.

Mr. Quackenbush told The
Westfield Leader that he had thought
about the possibility of a recount and
discussed the idea with those he trusts.
He said he decided at this point that
a recount just would not make a
difference in the outcome of the elec-
tion.

He remarked, however, that he was
aware of Mr. Ratner�s observations
at the polling place on November 2
and hopes that a thorough investiga-
tion will be conducted.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Recreation Commission Chairman Responds
To Concerns of Residents on Pool, Park Plans

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In an in-depth interview with The
Westfield Leader, Chairman of
Westfield�s Recreation Commission
Dr. Seymour Koslowsky responded
this week to the numerous questions
and concerns expressed by residents
of the  Memorial Park neighborhood.

Dr. Koslowsky explained that the
need for improvements to Westfield�s
parks and recreation facilities has
been a pressing need for some time.

He stated that because most of the
town�s parks are more than 25 years
old, they were not designed to handle
the quantity of leagues or cars that
access town fields today.

He attributes this to the tremen-
dous increase in the number of chil-
dren participating in sports � espe-
cially in girls sports � and the in-
crease in the number of parents who
attend games. This, in turn, has led to
a greater need to maintain the fields,

expand parking and provide people
with bathrooms.

�The residents have to understand
that the community wants and needs
these changes,� Dr. Koslowsky stated.

Regarding the process of develop-
ing preliminary plans for the renova-
tion of Memorial Park and Pool, Dr.
Koslowsky said there is a standard
procedure in place that is used when-
ever park projects are being discussed.

The process usually begins with
local residents, pool members or
sports league participants express-
ing a need for improvements.

According to Dr. Koslowsky, the
leagues voiced their need for field
improvements at Memorial Park to
the Recreation Commission. Local
residents frequently complained
about parking congestion on their
streets. The Recreation Commission
has also received numerous letters
from children who want a hockey
rink.

�The initial ideas for improvements
usually come from the community,�
Dr. Koslowsky explained.

The next step in the process, Dr.
Koslowsky explained, is for the Rec-
reation Commission to vote on hir-
ing a professional planner or archi-
tect to design preliminary plans for
presentation to the public.

Dr. Koslowsky said that the hiring
of a professional consultant to draw
up preliminary plans is always dis-
cussed in open public meetings be-
fore being voted on.

�We can�t go to the public and say
we plan on making changes, but we
have no idea what those changes are.
We have to have a plan first, to have
a blueprint to show the local resi-
dents what it is we are proposing,�
Dr. Koslowsky explained. �It is at
this stage in the process that there
seems to be a lot of misunderstand-
ing.�

Dr. Koslowsky emphasized that

this step is only a preliminary step in
the whole process.

Once the preliminary plans are
drawn up, the Recreation Commis-
sion holds an open meeting to intro-
duce the proposal to the public. Some-
times, Dr. Koslowsky explained, this
is the first opportunity the Recre-
ation Commission has to see the plans
themselves.

The plans are presented in an open
public meeting specifically to give
the local residents an opportunity to
voice their concerns and objections,
Dr. Koslowsky said. It is at this time
that the Commission hears the local
residents� concerns and takes those
concerns into consideration.

The Recreation Commission then
incorporates any of those objections
that are reasonable and valid into the
plan�s revisions, according to Dr.
Koslowsky.

�If it was a done deal, we wouldn�t
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Editor�s Note: The Westfield
Leader interviewed Dr. Seymour
Koslowsky, Chairman of the
Westfield Recreation Commis-
sion, and residents separately
about their views on proposed
preliminary plans for Memorial
Park and Memorial Pool.

Union County Judiciary, Bar Association
Honor Judges With Portraits in Courthouse

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The decisions they handed down
over the years will forever be a part of
the Union County court system�s his-
tory. And now their likenesses will
shine upon visitors entering the first
floor tower of the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth.

Twelve judges who have served
over the course of the 19th and 20th
centuries were honored Monday as
their portraits � to be hung through-
out the rotundas of the courthouse �
were dedicated in a special ceremony.

The final locations for the paint-
ings will be decided after refurbish-
ing work in the courthouse has been
completed.

�These are a wonderful assortment
of individuals who distinguished
themselves and distinguished our
county,� said Union County Assign-
ment Judge Edward W. Beglin, Jr.

The third annual dedication pro-
gram was sponsored by the county�s
judiciary, the Union County Bar As-
sociation and the Union County Bar
Foundation.

Kathleen Estabrook, Past Presi-
dent of the Bar Association, explained
that the portraits were seen as a way

of enhancing the courthouse. The
concept was developed by the Bar
Foundation which, she said, was cre-
ated by the Bar Association as a
vehicle for charitable contributions.

Superior Court Judge John M.
Boyle, who presided over the cer-
emony and was honored himself,
noted that since the county was
formed in 1857, there have been 138
judges who have served on the county
bench. Portraits of 48 of those judges
now hang in the courthouse. The
paintings were done by artist Allen
Brown.

�This program, to my knowledge,
has not been done in any other
county,� said Judge Boyle.

The late Cuddie E. Davidson, Sr.,
who had been a resident of Westfield,
was among the 12 judges honored
during the dedication ceremony this
week. Judge Davidson died last Janu-
ary at the age of 78.

A former Town Prosecutor and
Town Attorney, he went on to serve
as President of the Union County Bar
Association and Chairman of its Eth-
ics Committee.

Mr. Davidson, who was a partner
in the law firm of what is today
Buttermore Mullen Jeremiah and

Phillips, was named a Superior Court
Justice, first in Middlesex County
and then Union County. He also
served briefly on the Monmouth
County bench.

Judge Davidson retired in 1988
after serving 15 years on the bench,
mostly in the Criminal Division.

In Westfield, he served as Chair-
man of the Joint Civic Committee,
Chairman of the Westfield Commit-
tee for Charter Study, Chairman of
the Union County Republicans and
Co-Chairman of the Westfield Coun-
cil of Churches. He also was a mem-
ber of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield for 50 years.

Judge Boyle described the geo-
graphic area in which Mr. Davidson
practiced as �sort of the silk stocking
district of Westfield.�

Other judges honored were:
� Harold W. Borden, a 17-year

veteran of the Union County District
Court, who served on the bench from
1953 to 1970. He was appointed by
Governor Alfred E. Driscoll and re-
appointed by Governor Richard J.
Hughes. He died in 1977.

� Judge Boyle, a member of the
Superior Court from 1984 to 1999.
He initially served as a Law Division

and later as a Family Division Judge.
He was subsequently appointed as
Presiding Judge of the Chancery Di-
vision, Equity Part, where he served
until his retirement.

He is currently serving on an on-
call basis. Prior to becoming a judge,
he and Superior Court Judge Alfred
K. Sauer were partners in a law firm
that eventually had offices in Eliza-
beth, Somerville, Union and
Westfield. He also served on the Eliza-
beth City Council.

� V. William Di Buono was a
former two-term Mayor of Hillside
and Municipal Judge in the town. In
1963, he was appointed as the first
full-time judge of the Juvenile and
Domestic Relations Court by Gover-
nor Hughes. He continued to proceed
up the judicial ladder before reach-
ing the post of Assignment Judge of
Union County, where he served from
1974 to 1983.

� Robert Stockton Green was ap-
pointed Presiding Judge of the Com-
mon Pleas Court in 1865. He was
elected to Congress in 1884. Judge
Green was active in the movement to
create Union County in 1857 and to
name Elizabeth as the County Seat.

Parking Ticket Fee Hike
May Result Following
New State Surcharge

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A new state law aimed at generat-
ing funds for spinal cord research
may result in increased fees charged
for traffic violations.

Assembly Bill No. 2419, signed by
Governor Christine Todd Whitman
on September 13, is entitled the �Spi-
nal Cord Research Act.� The law,
sponsored by Assemblymen Nicho-
las R. Felice and Anthony
Impreveduto, mandates the place-
ment of a $1 surcharge on all tickets
issued for traffic violations.

Westfield Municipal Judge Will-
iam L. Brennan, in a letter to the
Town Council, noted that the biggest
concern is the impact the law will
have on revenue collected by the
town from overtime parking tickets.

Currently, the town keeps $6.50
out of every $10 ticket issued. The

other $3.50 is mandated for state
costs such as a surcharge for bullet
proof vests for the State Police and a
computer system used by all state
Municipal Courts. The additional
dollar deduction by the state will go
into effect on Sunday, December 12.

Town Administrator Edward A.
Gottko noted that overtime parking
tickets generate around $11,000 in
annual income for the town.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman said while the
idea for spinal cord research is a good
concept, funding for such a program
should come out of state income taxes
and not from revenue generated by
municipalities.

Town Clerk Bernard Heeney was
asked by the council to survey other
towns to find out if they plan to
increase parking fines due to the new

Committee Eliminates
Parts of Pool, Park Plan

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The special committee appointed
by the Westfield Recreation Com-
mission met on Monday night to
discuss and finalize its recommenda-
tions concerning proposed revisions
to the renovation plans for the Me-
morial Park and Pool Complex.

The committee consists of three
Recreation Commission members,
three local residents and a sports
league representative. In addition to
the committee, several neighborhood
residents and pool members also at-
tended the meeting to voice their
concerns and preferences for the pool
and park plans.

Committee member Robert Smith,

who sits on the Recreation Commis-
sion, explained that the committee
would discuss and vote on a number
of renovation items and then present
their recommendations to the Com-
mission.

The body will then decide which of
these revisions, if any, will be added
to the original proposal. If there are
changes, a new proposal will subse-
quently be drawn up by Kinsey Asso-
ciates and presented to the public for
open discussion.

The committee agreed to elimi-
nate several aspects of the original
proposed renovations, which the com-
mittee felt would encroach on resi-
dents� properties. Members also

Résumés for Administrator
Trickling Into Town Hall

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Now that the Westfield Town Coun-
cil election is over, résumés for the
post of town administrator are start-
ing to flow into the Municipal Build-
ing.

Town Administrator Edward A.
Gottko, who will retire at the end of
the year, said that as of Monday, 10
résumés had been received. He said
the number of new applications for
the job has doubled in the past week.

In addition to the end of the elec-
tion season, a classified advertise-
ment for the position appeared last
week in publications by the New
Jersey League of Municipalities and

the New Jersey Municipal Managers
Association. An advertisement has
also been placed on the League�s
Web site.

�So we should get responses,� ad-
mitted Mr. Gottko.

The successful candidate will man-
age an annual budget of over $23
million and a staff of 200 full-time
employees. Westfield is looking for
someone with knowledge of economic
development, labor negotiations, con-
tract administration, budget prepa-
ration and personnel matters, accord-
ing to the Web site advertisement. A
master�s degree in public adminis-
tration or a related degree is also

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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SHOWCASING HIS TALENT...Bagpiper Patrick Klebaur, 12, will represent
Westfield in the Union County Showcase of Talent this Monday, November 15,
from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at the Union County Arts Center in Rahway. He is being
sponsored by the Westfield Firemen�s Benevolent Association. Please see story
on Page 21.
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Residents Urge Commission
To Include Public Input

they would not have designed plans that
so adversely encroached on people�s prop-
erties.

�We understand that the town owns
the wooded-buffer land, and technically,
it is not encroachment,� Mr. Penczak
stated. �However, they have an ethical
obligation to honor this promise if it was
made.�

Resident sub-committee member
Vaughn Smith, who resides on Graceland
Place, added: �The Recreation Commis-
sion says that they had requests from the
community to make these changes, but
we don�t know what community they are
referring to. They never consulted us,
and we are the immediate residents of
this neighborhood.�

Mr. Penczak also suggested that for
major issues like the Memorial Park and
Pool plans, the Recreation Commission
needs to do more than publish a small,
two-paragraph announcement one week
before hand in the local paper.

�They need to take more responsibil-
ity to contact all of the local residents
several weeks ahead of time for issues
this big. That would avoid this kind of
reaction from the public,� he added.

The residents committee members all
agreed that the Recreation Commission
also has been resistant to looking at
alternative locations and plans for the
recreational activities proposed for Me-
morial Park.

Graceland Place resident Carol Smith
added: �The Recreation Commission
doesn�t want to take the time to organize
and schedule the leagues. So they are
trying to impact our neighborhood with
bigger fields and more parking lots. We
don�t need bigger fields or more parking
lots. We need a more organized and
competent Recreation Commission. They
are plenty of ball fields with ample park-
ing at our schools.�

Mr. Penczak charged: �They don�t give
us all of the facts and then they accuse us
of not having our facts straight. Well,
whose job is to give those facts to begin
with?�

First Street resident Thomas Borne
also commented that, �They (the com-
mission) evade questions and withhold
information.�

Both Mr. Vaughn and Mr. Penczak
agree that some Recreation Commission
members have been more receptive and
more cooperative than others.

Mr. Penczak is also hopeful that the
Commission now recognizes the needs
of the local residents and that they will
be receptive to future dealings with resi-
dents on all issues.

All of the residents on the subcommit-
tee agree that Dr. Koslowsky responds to

questions with flippant remarks and eva-
sive answers.

�We are not unsympathetic to the
league�s needs,� Mr. Penczak explained.
�I am a baseball coach and Mr. Smith
was a soccer coach for 10 years. We
recognize the needs of the community,
but they must recognize our needs as
well.�

Mrs. Smith also maintained, �Dr.
(Seymour) Koslowsky has been keeping
very tight control over the meetings and
not giving everyone an opportunity to
speak out on certain issues. At the last
meeting, he knew we were waiting to
speak on this issue, but he quickly closed
the open portion before we had a chance
to speak.�

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Elections Bd. Investigating
Fourth Ward Council Race

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

need to do this,� Dr. Koslowsky stated.
Dr. Koslowsky pointed out that local

residents need to recognize that just as
many people want the proposed changes
as those who don�t.

�I remember at one meeting hearing
from two residents on the same block.
One wanted sidewalks and the other
didn�t,� he related.

Dr. Koslowsky noted that the Recre-
ation Commission is trying to accommo-
date everyone without placing undue
hardship on anyone.

The Commission Chairman also
pointed out that most other towns have
bathroom facilities in their ballparks and
it is unreasonable to expect Westfield�s
children, coaches and parents to go for
hours without a bathroom.

Many residents want a solution to the
parking congestion in front of their
houses, Dr. Koslowsky said. The prob-
lem, he explained, is that Westfield
doesn�t have the same kind of open space
that many other towns do.

�Nobody wants a parking lot in their
backyard. So where do we put it?� he
asked.

The difficulty is for the Recreation
Commission to come up with a solution
that satisfies everyone�s needs, Dr.
Koslowsky added.

�We also have to get our facts straight,�
he stated.

The town is allowed to construct build-
ings on state Green Acres property as
long as those structures support the park�s
usage, Dr. Koslowsky explained.

Commission Chairman
Responds to Complaints

�And because of the state laws gov-
erning Green Acres lands, we cannot
close pool membership to non-residents,�
he added. �We are looking into whether
we can opt out of Green Acres rules, but
that has not been determined as of yet.�
(See related story).

�After the Recreation Commission�s
walk-through of Memorial Park, we rec-
ognized that the residents� objections
were valid and we incorporated changes
into our plans to accommodate their
needs,� Dr. Koslowsky stated.

�We agreed that the local residents
deserved and needed a buffer zone. So
we are listening. But we are also listen-
ing to the many residents who want
improvements. Everyone must be will-
ing to compromise,� Dr. Koslowsky con-
tinued.

In response to the accusation made by
local residents that the Recreation Com-
mission makes plans without informing
the public, Dr. Koslowsky pointed out
that plans are usually discussed at open
public meetings, well in advance of com-
missioning professionals.

�We discussed the need for bathrooms
at Tamaques and Gumbert well over a
year ago at our regular meetings,� he
stated. �This information was published
in the newspapers. If residents want to
stay informed, they must take the re-
sponsibility to read the papers.�

Dr. Koslowsky explained that the Rec-
reation Commission is not obligated by
law to individually notify residents of
proposed changes for their neighbor-
hood.

In spite of this, the Commission has
adopted the 200-foot notification pro-
cess, whereby residents within 200 feet
of any proposed plans will be informed
of those plans being put on the
Commission�s agenda.

However, Dr. Koslowsky reiterated
that the Commission can only notify
residents after the first initial consulta-
tion with a professional. Dr. Koslowsky
stated that the Commission is doing what
they can to improve its relationship with
the public, but that residents must under-
stand the process.

In response to recent criticisms that
the Recreation Commission is not prop-
erly maintaining the existing parks, Dr.
Koslowsky explained that Westfield does
not have a designated crew assigned to
maintain the fields.

�The Recreation Commission has
taken this issue to the Town Council,
expressing our need for funds to be allo-
cated. The Town Council has turned us
down each time,� Dr. Koslowsky stated.

He pointed out that the Public Works
Department is overwhelmed and under-
staffed and that adding personnel costs
money.

�We don�t know how other towns
manage to allocate the necessary funds
and why Westfield can�t. That is a ques-
tion for the Town Council,� Dr.
Koslowsky stated.

The Recreation Commission Chair-
man said that it appears that residents
committees will be the trend for many
future projects and that the Commis-
sion has no quarrel with that. He main-
tained that the Commission is working
closely with the current residents  to
insure that their concerns are heard
and incorporated into the plan�s revi-
sions.

�We are always willing to work with
the residents of any neighborhood,� Dr.
Koslowsky added.

Jeffrey P. Kavalin, DCJeffrey P. Kavalin, DCJeffrey P. Kavalin, DCJeffrey P. Kavalin, DCJeffrey P. Kavalin, DC

137 Elmer Street, Westfield
(908) 789-3400
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  Scotch Plains      Maplewood     Morristown
375 Park Ave.    181 Maplewood Ave.   161 South St.
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HURRY IN! SALE ENDS NOVEMBER 15TH

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

  LITIGATION • REAL ESTATE • EMPLOYMENT LAW • COMMERCIAL • PERSONAL INJURY

WILLIAM J. SWEENEY
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

318 ELM STREET, WESTFIELD • 232-5400

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1
An unknown individual threw what

appeared to be a firecracker or a smoke
bomb at the front door of a residence in
the 800 block of Coolidge Street, leaving
a yellow stain on the door.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2
A manufacturing company on North

Avenue, East, reported that approxi-
mately $1,149 was missing from an of-
fice file cabinet.

Cynthia Anderson, 21, of Newark,
an employee at a South Avenue phar-
macy, was arrested and charged with
shoplifting approximately $175 worth of
merchandise from the business, accord-
ing to police. She was released on her
own recognizance.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3
An Elm Street travel agency re-

ported the receipt of a bad check for
$367 for airline tickets, authorities
said. No one has been charged in con-
nection with the incident, police con-
firmed.

German Garcia, 45, of Elizabeth
was arrested and charged with driving
without a license after being stopped for
a motor vehicle violation on South Av-
enue, according to police.

He was additionally charged with leav-
ing the scene of an accident which oc-
curred October 29 at South and Central
Avenues, authorities said. Garcia posted
$100 bail.

agreed to eliminate plans for moving a
fence in one back corner of the property
toward West Broad Street in order to
preserve the existing wooded buffer.

Several other proposals were also
eliminated from the plan, including an
adult wading pool, teen shelter and a
hockey rink. It was also decided on by
the committee not to move the existing
volleyball court.

The proposed parking lot was also
eliminated. An alternative plan to ex-
pand the two existing parking lots by 10
feet each, thus creating an additional 60
spaces, was agreed on by the committee.

It was agreed that softball fields Nos.
1 and 2 could be expanded as origi-
nally proposed without encroaching
too close to residential property lines.
There was considerable discussion re-
garding how much field No. 3 could be
expanded but the committee members
could not come to a consensus on how
far back to move the base lines of this
field, if at all.

There was a lengthy discussion with
input from pool members and local resi-
dents regarding the issue of whether to
renovate the diving tank or replace it
with a splash down pool. There was also
considerable disagreement among the
committee members concerning whether
a three-meter board was needed.

The committee was able to agree that
the public clearly had made its prefer-
ence to keep the existing diving tank.
Thus, the committee agreed that the

diving tank and at least a one- meter
board would be retained. The issue of
whether to also include a three-meter
board was left unsettled, with a vote of
6 to 1 in favor of keeping the board. The
committee decided that all votes must
include affirmative tallies by all com-
mittee members.

West Broad Street resident Ed Orr
distributed a letter to the committee
members that he received from the Green
Acres Program of the Department of
Environmental Protection, in response
to his inquiry requesting information on
the Green Acres laws governing pool
membership.

The letter, dated November 5, states
that the Pool Complex is considered a
separate entity from the Green Acres
lands and, therefore, membership fees
and membership policies at Memorial
Pool �are strictly a local decision not
involving this (Green Acres) office.�

However, Mr. Orr explained that if
any of the pool fences are moved even an
inch onto Green Acres properties, the
town would lose the right to restrict pool
membership to Westfield residents and
must then open membership to the en-
tire State of New Jersey.

Committee members could not com-
ment on the Green Acres letter until they
had a chance to discuss its ramifica-
tions.

The next regular monthly meeting of
the Recreation Commission is sched-
uled for Monday, December 6.
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state surcharge.
Mr. Gottko said the council is ex-

pected to take action at its Tuesday,
November 23 meeting on increasing
parking ticket fines.

In other business, the town has re-
ceived a cost estimate of $26,000 from
Union County�s Division of Parks and
Recreation to improve the condition of
Tamaques Park. The cost includes pur-
chasing truckloads of clay, cutting back
high hedges and general recondition-
ing of fields.

Union County Director of Parks and
Recreation, Charles Sigmund, Jr., in a
letter to Mayor Thomas C. Jardim,
confirmed that a meeting was held
with county and town officials on Oc-
tober 8.

Mr. Sigmund noted that the addition
of clay and other improvements are
needed on the six playing fields.

The county has said it would send
crews in to train Westfield�s Public
Works employees, who work on the
fields, this winter and again in the
spring concerning procedures for up-
grading and maintaining the fields.

Mr. Sigmund noted that four to five
workers are assigned on a daily basis to
each of Union County�s fields to ensure

Higher Parking Ticket Fees
May Result From Surcharge

proper maintenance during the base-
ball season.

�Quality material assists the pro-
cess, but daily grooming is the key,�
Mr. Sigmund explained.

The town has received communica-
tion from the state Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) announcing the award-
ing of a $200,000 Transportation Trust
Fund grant for the re-paving of Benson
Place.

The town will need an additional
$63,000 in municipal funds in the 2000
capital budget to complete the project,
Mr. Gottko told the governing body.

�This chunk of money has given us a
real good leap to do a real professional
job,� said Town Engineer Kenneth B.
Marsh.

The council may take action at its
November 23 meeting to reduce the
speed limit on East Broad Street to 25
mph beginning at Gallows Hill Road
and on into the downtown.

The proposed move is part of a series
of changes being implemented by Union
County following communication with
town officials. The county has given the
town permission to change the speed
limit on East Broad, over which the
county has jurisdiction.
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Résumés for Administrator
Trickling Into Town Hall

sought.
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim said he wants

to stay within the time frame he set back
in the summer for bringing in a new
administrator.

�We (the committee) would like to
have someone on board by December.
It�s a tight schedule but we want to try to
adhere to it,� he told The Westfield
Leader.

The Mayor and veteran Second Ward
Councilman James J. Gruba, Chairman
of the Finance Committee, are planning
to attend the League�s annual conven-
tion in Atlantic City next week, where
they hope to court more candidates for
the post.

The Mayor said within the next few

weeks he expects the selection commit-
tee he appointed in September to begin
eliminating those résumés which will
not be considered. He hopes to subse-
quently set up interviews with the re-
maining candidates.

The committee includes two Republi-
cans, Councilman Gruba and Assembly-
man Richard H. Bagger, and two Demo-
crats, Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
A. Goldman and James Hely, a former
long-time councilman from the Fourth
Ward.

Mr. Gottko said he plans to turn over
any résumés he has in his office to the
selection committee at the end of the
week.

�I think word has gotten around that
we are looking, so hopefully we will get
some good résumés,� said Mayor Jardim.

Currently, the position pays over
$107,000 annually. Mr. Gottko�s resig-
nation is effective Friday, December 31.
He has indicated he would stay until a
new administrator is in place, if the
Mayor and council desire it.

Mrs. Formato said a copy of the
complaint sent by Mr. Ratner also has
been delivered to the office of the New
Jersey Attorney General, which serves
as counsel to county election boards.
She said the office of the state Attorney
General will not conduct its own inves-
tigation, but will wait to hear what the
Union County board finds out.

In his lengthy and detailed letter, Mr.
Ratner said he �personally observed�
the following at about 6:30 p.m. at the
high school on Election Day:

� The woman operating his voting
machine consistently failed to reset the
machine after each use.

� The same poll worker requested
confirmation stubs from some, but not
all, voters.

� One person was permitted to vote
a second time, based exclusively on his
assertion that he did not �believe� his
vote had been properly registered.

� A woman entered the polling booth
and had to call out to the poll worker to
inquire whether the machine had been
properly prepared. The poll worker re-
set the machine and told the voter to try
again.

� When Mr. Ratner entered the
booth, he had to call out twice to in-
struct the worker to reset the machine.

His letter further states that when his
wife voted a half hour later, she was
never given a ticket stub to give to the
poll worker. She called Mr.
Quackenbush to tell him of her experi-
ence, Mr. Ratner said.

He later discovered that a family
friend had a similar experience at the
same polling place.

�I urge you to conduct an immediate
and thorough investigation � to in-
clude interviews with a random sam-
pling of voters � to determine whether
the electoral results should be set aside.
Initially, a comparison should be made
between the total number of citizens
who signed the voter books and the
total number of actually tabulated votes.
If the two numbers are not exactly equal,
then a prima facae case of electoral
fraud exists,� Mr. Ratner wrote in his
letter.

Mr. Ratner also wrote in the letter: �I
wish to emphasize that I am not alleg-
ing that the �victorious� candidates
played any conscious role in this elec-
toral farce. Nevertheless, they clearly
benefit from it. The candidates in two of
the races were separated by a scant
handful of votes. Either of those races,
if conducted properly, had the potential
to shift the balance of political power in
the Westfield Town Council.�

Mr. Ratner, who is an attorney and
general counsel for a New York-based
lending agency, said he is not a cru-
sader and has no ax to grind.

�I have no stealth agenda, but want
to clear the air and will admit I did not
vote for the winning candidate,� Mr.
Ratner said.

He added that he is a registered Demo-
crat and often votes for Democratic
candidates, but not always. He also
said that he was not active in anyone�s
campaign this fall.

Mr. Ratner said he �was surprised,
appalled and stunned� with what he
saw that night. He added that he has
lived in Westfield for eight years and
that he has never observed similar
polling place �irregularities� in that
time.

He said when he first got home, he
called Mr. Quackenbush, who he knows
through Cub Scout activities, and told
him about what he saw. He also con-
tacted Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman, Municipal
Democratic Chairman.

But Mr. Ratner said he decided later
in the week that neither Mr.
Quackenbush nor Mr. Goldman could
serve as �arbiters� in the matter and
looked into whom he should contact at
the county level.

As of Monday night, Mr. Ratner said
he had not been contacted by the county
about his letter or informed of any in-
vestigation.

*  *  *  *  *
Paul J. Peyton contributed to this

article.

He was City Attorney in Elizabeth and
Prosecutor and Surrogate of Union
County.

Judge Green was elected Governor of
New Jersey in 1887. He was subse-
quently appointed Vice Chancellor, a
post he held until 1894, when he was
named to the Court of Errors and Ap-
peals.

Daniel Haines was the last person
to hold the office of Governor and Chan-
cellor under the Constitution of 1776.
He was elected Governor in 1847 and,
in 1852, was appointed a Supreme Court
Justice. He sat on the county bench from
1857 until 1866.

Edward J. McDonough was ap-

Twelve County Judges
Honored With Portraits

pointed to the Juvenile and Domestic
Relations Court of Union County by
Governor Brendan T. Byrne in 1978.
Retired since 1983, he now serves as an
arbitrator in Union and Ocean Counties.

Edward W. McGrath was City At-
torney in Elizabeth before being ap-
pointed to the Union County District
Court in 1971. He was named to the
County Court two years later. In 1975,
he was appointed Union County Pros-
ecutor by Governor Byrne. He was
named to the Superior Court in 1976,
where he served until 1989. He died
this past April.

William J. Magie was appointed an
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court
in 1880 by Governor George B.
McClellan. He was re-appointed by Gov-
ernor Robert S. Green in 1887 and held
the post until 1897. He served as Chief
Justice of the state Supreme Court from
1897 to 1900, when he was appointed
Chancellor. Chief Justice Magie served
as County Prosecutor and as a Union
County Senator prior to his days on the
bench.

Sidney M. Schreiber was appointed
to the Superior Court bench in 1972,
where he served for three years before
being named to the Supreme Court. He
retired in 1984.

Henry S. Waldman was appointed
Police Court Judge of Roselle Park at
the age of 21 in 1923. He was appointed
as the first Judge of the county�s Juve-
nile and Domestic Relations Court in
1931. In 1955, he was appointed by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower as
Chairman of the United Nations Inter-
national Employees Loyalty Board.

Clark McKinley Whittemore, a
former Chairman and President of the
Union County Trust Company and Di-
rector of the Linden Trust Company,
was appointed to the Union County
District Court in 1908 by Governor John
Franklin Fort, sitting in Elizabeth.

Monday�s program was funded
through a Union County Freeholder
HEART (History, Education, Art Reach-
ing Thousands) grant.
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Committee Eliminates
Parts of Pool, Park Plan


