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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

MRNJ–OPEN MRI OF WESTFIELD
ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING

Please Join Us For Fun & Cheer!
December 2ND at 6:30 PM

 Meet special Guest
BILLY ARD

(Former Giants Superbowl Hero)

• Holiday Carols by The Holy Trinity Choir
• Santa & His Elves

• Refreshments

For Additional Informa tion
Call 301-1100

MRNJ – OPEN MRI OF WESTFIELD
401 CENTRAL AVE. WESTFIELD

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
http://whttp://whttp://whttp://whttp://westfestfestfestfestfieldnj.comieldnj.comieldnj.comieldnj.comieldnj.com

� No More Dialing � Internet Using TV Cable
� No More Busy Signals � Instantaneous Connection
� No More Phone Lines � 3 E-Mail Addresses

Raider Marching Band Places
High in Fall Competition

SCOTCH PLAINS � The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Raider
Marching Band concluded its fall
competition season with a perfor-
mance at the US Scholastic March-
ing Band Championships at Giants
Stadium in East Rutherford Octo-
ber 31.

Participating in Group 4, the band
captured the third place award. The
Drum Line placed second in the per-
cussion category.

The Raiders wore their new uni-
forms for the first time in competi-
tion, attired in black trousers, blue
jackets and black shako hats with
white plumes.

Competing with eight other high

DECKED OUT FOR COMPETITION�Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider Marching Band perform at the US Scholastic Marching Band Champi-
onships at Giants Stadium on October 31 in their brand new uniforms.

school music programs, the band pre-
sented its repertoire, entitled �Sights
and Sounds of Africa.� Blending in-
tricate musical arrangements with
precision marching movements and
graceful dance routines, the Raiders
attained a superior rating of 90.0.

Led by Drum Majors Jessica
Biegelson, Gary Fletcher and
Kathleen DeLuca, the band is com-
prised of 82 musicians and 19 Color
Guard members.

The group began its season with a
two-week band camp in late August.
During the fall, the band practiced
for two-and-a-half hours on two week-
day nights, with additional practices
on weekends.

WNC Students Hear Talk
On Disaster Preparedness

WESTFIELD � David Kelly, Di-
saster Chairman of the Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross, gave a presentation
November 5 on �Disaster Prepared-
ness� to a group of 20 students in the
Friday Enrichment program at the
Westfield Neighborhood Council
(WNC).

The Friday Enrichment program
is run by WNC Director Ezella
Johnson and WNC volunteer Wendy
Horn.

Mr. Kelly talked to the students
about the types of disasters which
commonly occur in this area and the
importance of planning ahead before
a disaster strikes.

A short video about hurricanes was
shown. Mr. Kelly also told the stu-
dents about Hurricane Floyd and how
it impacted this area.

Mr. Kelly also talked to the stu-
dents about home fire safety. Each
student was given a packet of materi-
als including a disaster preparedness
coloring book, a safe families kit, fire
safety information, a hurricane ad-
venture book and a winter storm
checklist.

Anyone interested in information
on disaster preparedness or in ar-
ranging for a disaster preparedness
presentation for their organization
may call the Red Cross chapter house
at (908) 232-7090.

DECA Helps to Brighten
Lives of Homeless Families

SELFLESS DUTY�Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA students Jane
Shih, Julie Lowen and Jackie Sanders meet with Patricia King, second from left,
of the Interfaith Council for the Homeless of Union County to plan activities for
homeless families.

SCOTCH PLAINS � For nine con-
secutive years, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School DECA Chap-
ter, an association of marketing stu-
dents, has been working with the
Interfaith Council for the Homeless
of Union County, an organization
that provides for the needs of home-
less families in the area.

DECA students recently met with
the Interfaith Council to plan a joint
collaboration to help over 70 fami-
lies, including over 150 children,
who are currently being assisted by
the Interfaith Council.

The first activity for DECA was a
Halloween Party for more than 40
children. The marketing students sup-
plied youngsters with costumes and
took them �trick or treating.�

DECA is also currently planning
its ninth annual Toy Drive and
Adopt-A-Family program for the
families of Interfaith for the holiday
season.

Residents, businesses or organiza-
tions who would like to participate in
helping the Interfaith Council fami-
lies may call DECA at (908) 889-
8600.

Joanne Rajoppi Appointed
To Steering Committee

ELIZABETH � Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi was recently
named a member of the National
Association of Counties� (NACo)
Taxation and Finance Steering Com-
mittee by NACo President C. Vernon
Gray.

NACo, a national organization rep-
resenting county governments in the
United States, is composed of 10
steering committees which form the
policy-making arm of the Associa-
tion. Each committee is comprised
of about 50 county officials who meet
several times a year to examine is-
sues critical to local government.

�I am honored to serve on this
important NACo committee,� Ms.
Rajoppi said, �since I am always
looking at new ways we can address
the tax and financing issues in our
county as it relates to land record-
ing.�

Ms. Rajoppi is the author of a
statewide clerks� trust fund to permit
for modernization and technological
advancements without taxpayer ex-
pense.

The Taxation and Finance Steer-
ing Committee focuses on financial
resources of counties, fiscal manage-
ment, federal assistance, municipal
borrowing, county revenues, federal
budget and federal tax reform.

The committee�s recommendations
become part of the American County
Platform, which is the basis of
NACo�s efforts in representing coun-
ties before Congress and the White
House.

Ms. Rajoppi, who previously served
for several years on NACo�s Inter-
governmental Committee, is a former
State President of the Association of
Counties in New Jersey, a state branch
of the national association.

Red Cross Introduces Children
To Emergency Procedures

WHAT TO DO IN AN EMERGENCY�Anthony Pannullo, Volunteer Instruc-
tor for the American Red Cross ��Til Help Arrives Program�� talks to the
children of Lynn Bilman�s four-year-olds class of the Westfield Day Care
Center, located at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. He introduced them
to basic emergency procedures.

WESTFIELD � The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross introduced the four-
year-olds at the Westfield Day Care
at The Presbyterian Church of
Westfield to basic emergency proce-
dures.

As part of the informal training
course �Til Help Arrives,� the chil-
dren learned what to do when emer-

gencies occur, how to call 911, what
to say to the dispatcher and simple
first aid procedures for burns, cuts
and falls.

The group�s teacher, Lynn Bilman,
and the children later put on a show
for the three-year-old class on what
they learned from the presentation,
demonstrating all their new lessons
taught by the American Red Cross.

The program has become an an-
nual event provided by volunteer in-
structors of the American Red Cross.
The course can be adapted to all age
levels.

For additional information, please
call the American Red Cross at (908)
232-7090.

DENIM DAY�The teachers and staff of McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield did their part to help fight breast cancer recently by donating $5 each
for the privilege of wearing jeans to work. April Hild, a first-grade teacher at
McKinley, organized the fundraiser as part of Lee National Denim Day and
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. The school raised $170 for breast cancer
research.

Scotch Plains Recreation
Announces Winners
Of Fall Spelling Bee

SCOTCH PLAINS �Winners have
been announced in the Scotch Plains
Recreation�s fall spelling bee for third
through fifth graders held recently at
the Scotch Hills Clubhouse.

First Place in the third grade cat-
egory was Anne Marie Noronha, a
student at Coles Elementary School,
with Alex Hahn, who also attends
Coles, taking second place.

In the fourth grade category, first
place went to Maya Robinson, of
Coles, with Brunner Elementary
School student Nitin Viswanathan
taking second.

In the fifth grade category, Lisa
Camarada, a student at St.
Bartholomew School, was first, and
Lauren Weissbrod, a student at
McGinn Elementary, captured sec-
ond.

All the contestants received cer-
tificates of participation, and first
and second place finishers were given
gift certificates for merchandise at
the Town Book Store in Westfield,
and a coupon for a meal from Burger
King.

Far Brook School Offers
Junior High Scholarships

SHORT HILLS � Far Brook
School, located in Short Hills, is
offering its annual junior high schol-
arship testing for current sixth grad-
ers.

Two scholarships will be available
for next year�s seventh graders. They
are the Edwin A. Finckel Scholar-
ship for the Arts (music, drama, art)
and the Mary Adams Scholarship for
Mathematics and Science.

Students may apply for one or both
scholarships.

Written tests to determine finalists
will be held at Far Brook School on
Saturday, December 11.

There is no fee for the testing, but
students must be pre-registered. The

deadline for registration is Tuesday,
December 7.

To receive a registration form,
please call Far Brook School, (973)
379-3442.

Space is limited, and applicants
are encouraged to register as early as
possible since registration often
closes before the deadline.

Both prospective and current Far
Brook students may apply. Scholar-
ships begin in the seventh grade and
continue into the eighth grade, pro-
viding the student continues to merit
recognition.

Additional aid, up to full tuition,
may be available for financially needy
students.


