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The cover of “The Very Hun-
gry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle

Eric Carle
(1929-     )
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Union County Arts Center
in Rahway will present The
Godfather on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 13, at 1 and 8 p.m. For
ticket prices and more informa-
tion, please call (732) 499-8226.

TheatreTheatreTheatreTheatreTheatre

The Crossroads in
Garwood will present Adaptor
Mordechai Dov Original Swing-
ers tonight; X-Large tomorrow
night, Friday, October 8; Joe Taino
& The Blue Flames on Saturday,
October 9 and Bad Attitude next
Thursday, October 14. For more
information, please call (908) 232-
5666.

The Town Book Store in
Westfield will welcome Billy
Callahan, author of “Muckraker”
on Saturday, October 9, from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. and Catherine
DeFoyd and Linda Echhardt, au-
thors of “Stylish One-Dish Din-
ners” on the same day from 1 to
3 p.m. For more information,
please call (908) 233-3535 or visit
www.townbookstore.com.

Waterloo Village in
Stanhope will hold a program
entitled, “Readings from the
Works of Edgar Allan Poe” on
Sunday, October 10, from 2 to 4
p.m. on the Village. The cost is
general admission. For more in-
formation, please call (973) 347-
0900.

Pen and InkPen and InkPen and InkPen and InkPen and Ink
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

If Beauty Is In Eye
Of Beholder, Lovers

Of Ofili Painting Must
Check Their Eyesight

Author Eric Carle makes read-
ing not only fundamental, but
three-dimensional. His best-
known and highly-acclaimed
work, “The Very Hungry Cater-
pillar,” which was published in
1969, has been loved and lauded
by children for its vivid illustra-
tion and innovative style.

A Syracuse, N.Y. native, Carle
was educated at the finest art
school, Akademie der bildenden
Kunste, in Germany. He returned
to New York in 1952 with a spec-
tacular portfolio and only $40 to
his name.

Landing a job at The New York
Times as a graphic designer in
the promotion department,
Carle later became the art direc-
tor of an advertising agency.

Author Bill Martin, Jr. asked
Carle to illustrate a story he had
written and was fascinated by a
picture of a lobster drawn by
Carle. Martin and Carle collabo-
rated to create the much-loved
children’s classic, “Brown Bear,
Brown Bear, What Do You See?”

Carle followed up the success-
ful book with “1, 2, 3 to the Zoo,”
“The Very Quiet Cricket” and “The
Very Lonely Firefly.”

Carle’s classics are not only
pieces of literature, but crafts
and works of art. Die cut pages
and glistening lights adorn the
classics. His illustrations inspire
and encourage the imaginations
of children everywhere.

Residing in Northampton,
Mass., Carle has two grown chil-
dren and spends his summers in
the Berkshire Hills with his wife,
Barbara.

                                                                                   Cheri Rogosky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BELL MASTER...John R. Panosh, who is also known as “The
Westfield Town Bell Master” of the Westfield Historical Society,
participated in the Summit Centennial Parade on September 26
in Downtown Summit.

ArtArtArtArtArt
An Antique/Classic Car

Show will be held in downtown
Summit on Sunday, October 10.
Over 125 antique cars, music,
food and activities will be fea-
tured. For more information,
please call (908) 522-0357 or visit
www.suburbanchambers.org.

The Summit Cultural Heri-
tage Festival will be held on
Sunday, October 10, on the Vil-
lage Green on Broad Street. Eth-
nic crafts, demonstrations, folk
performances, music, dancing and
food will be featured. For more
information, please call (908) 277-
9433.

The Kean University Alumni
Association will hold an art
auction and exhibition on Friday,
October 15, beginning at 7 p.m.
with bidding at 8 p.m. in Kean’s
University Center in Suite 228.
Admission is $10. Proceeds will
benefit the Association’s Scholar-
ship Fund. For more information,
please call (908) 527-2526.

The Westfield Symphony
Orchestra will present its first
concert of the season on Satur-
day, October 9, at 8 p.m. at the
Union County Arts Center in
Rahway. For more information,
please call (908) 232-9400

Please send all
 arts

 &
Entertainment press

releases to:
michelle@goleader.com

FULL OF SPIRIT... “Moving in the Spirit,” a Liturgical Dance Workshop, will
be presented by Colley Ballou at First Congregational Church in Westfield
on Sunday, October 17, from 4 to 6:30 p.m. Ms. Ballou currently dances with
Grace Dance Consort, Omega Liturgical Dance Company, based at the
Cathedral Church of St. John the Devine. She is a member of the Sacred
Dance Guild, an international, interfaith organization. After a brief lecture,
simple movements will be taught. No experience is necessary. Please wear
comfortable shoes. Admission is free. For reservations, please call (908)
233-9697.

NEW JERSEY�S OLDEST
COMMUNITY THEATER

Book by Staurt Ross � Arrangements by James Raitt

�A hilarious, happy and
              harmonious tribute

   to the best of the 1950�s�

Free, lighted, on-site parking

Call Box Office (908) 276-7611
Reserved Seating $15

Now accepting Mastercard and Visa

Fridays, October 8, 15 & 22
Saturdays, October 9, 16 & 23

Curtain 8pm
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A few years ago, I was wander-
ing through the Museum of Mod-
ern Art in New York and stumbled
upon a table and chairs with some
sugar packets strewn about on the
table top. �I didn�t know the café
was up here,� I thought. �That�s a
work of art,� said my friend, point-
ing to the red, velvet rope around
the table. �To each his own,� I
shrugged. The piece wasn�t offen-
sive, it just didn�t speak to me. The
Virgin Mary painting by Chris
Ofili at the Brooklyn Museum of
Art speaks to me � it says that it is
nothing short of an atrocity.

Although this artist uses feces in
all of his paintings, the Virgin Mary
should not be subjected to this
blatant disrespect, nor should any
religious icon for that matter. It�s
just plain heresy. It seems to me
that Mr. Ofili did this for attention,
like a child throwing a temper
tantrum. He didn�t do it for artistic
expression. The meaning of art
seems to escape him.

Here�s a quick vocabulary les-
son: art is defined by �The Ameri-
can Heritage Dictionary� as �the
conscious production or arrange-
ment of sounds, color, forms,
movements, or other elements in a
manner that affects the sense of
beauty�� No one can honestly
justify human waste on a religious
icon as beauty or art. Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani has every right
to pull funds from this museum
and I support his efforts 100 per-
cent.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BROOKLYN – Some artists use
oils, acrylic, pastels or watercolor
as their medium. Chris Ofili of
Manchester, England prefers to
use elephant excrement.

However, it isn’t his choice of
stinky media that makes stom-
achs churn, it is his 1996 portrait
of the Virgin Mary at the Brook-
lyn Museum of Art (BMA) which
is splattered with the feces and
surrounded by clippings of fe-
male private parts from porno-
graphic magazines that is causing
the uproar.

One person, in particular who
cannot stomach the piece, is New
York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani,
who has called the painting en-
titled, “The Holy Virgin Mary” a
form of “Catholic bashing.”

In a recent sermon at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral in New York, Cardinal
O’Connor confessed, “I’m sad-
dened by what appears to be an
attack not only on Our Blessed
Mother…but one must ask if it is
not an attack on religion itself
and in a special way on the Catho-
lic Church.”

Despite Mayor Giuliani’s prom-
ise to pull $7.2 million per year of
the city’s money from the mu-
seum, paired with the threatened
eviction of the BMA from it’s city-
owned building, the museum
thumbed its nose at the mayor by
proceeding with the “Sensation:
Young British Artists from the
Saatchi Collection” exhibit last
Saturday.

This decision by BMA has the
support of officials from the
American Museum of Natural His-
tory, The Metropolitan Museum
of New York, The Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music, The Guggenheim

Museum and the Whitney Mu-
seum – all heavyweights in the art
world who came forward to sign a
statement last Tuesday, asking the
mayor to end his tirade against the
museum.

The BMA, which has filed a
lawsuit against the city for freez-
ing its funding because they feel
their First Amendment rights are
being violated, issued the follow-
ing statement: “The BMA remains
committed to resolving the dis-
pute but the ideals of the institu-
tion are not on the bargaining
table.”

Approximately 13,000 curious
artlovers paid nearly $10 a pop to
attend the opening of “Sensation”
over the weekend, marking the
largest exhibit opening in the
BMA’s 175-year history.

Dr. Theodore K. Schlosberg, Di-
rector of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts told The Westfield
Leader and The Times, “My imme-
diate reaction is that this is not art.
It shows a lack of respect.” He
added that the artist crossed a line,
“straining a respect for the arts.”

When asked about Mayor
Giuliani’s opposition, Dr.
Schlosberg stressed, “This (the
painting) has no aesthetic value. It
just destroys it. It’s not beautiful.
It’s like graffiti on a wall.”

“Shame on that artist for doing
this. Shame on those who are
running this gallery in bringing to
the public quality art. This is not
quality art,” Dr. Schlosberg con-
cluded.

Gerri Gildea, Proprietor of Jux-
tapose Gallery in Westfield con-
fided that although she does not
“agree with the artwork,” she is
strongly opposed to the “strong
arm tactics” she believes Mayor
Giuliani has imposed on the
BMA.

Gerardo Verdugo, Owner of
Galeria West Art & Framing in
Westfield and Galeria in New York
City, noted that he had a similar
experience when a nude sculp-
ture of David in his gallery win-
dow was opposed by the owner of
the gallery’s building in Manhat-
tan.

However, Mr. Verdugo believes
that the dung-dappled painting by
Ofili is “sick” and solely an “atten-
tion-getting” device.

“We have to respect the beliefs
of each religion,” he noted.

Pointing to a sacred regard for
religious art, Mr. Verdugo related a
story about a piece he viewed
featuring the naked figure of Jesus
Christ with bullet holes. He said

that all he could think was “Why?”
adding that he was confused as
to why an icon had to bear such
marks.

However, illustrator and au-
thor Harry A. Devlin of
Mountainside stressed, “Censor-
ship leads to further censorship.”

Mr. Devlin’s wife, Wende
Devlin, an artist who has authored
several books with her husband,
added, “Each should be free to
give an opinion, but not to ban
art from others.” Mrs. Devlin noted
that such censorship would lead
to a dictatorial society.

Scotch Plains photographer
Cheri Rogowsky stated, “I be-
lieve in freedom of the arts, but
for Christians, it could be offen-
sive.”

Westfield artist Barbara
Zietchick expressed her opposi-
tion to Mayor Giuliani’s actions
by stating, “I have been so ap-
palled. It has upset me to the
roots of my being.”

Ms. Zietchick said that she in-
tends to visit the exhibit because
she is curious, wants to express
her own personal freedom and
support the BMA.

“This is violating our rights to
free speech,” stressed Ms.
Zietchick, adding that “Europe
is laughing at us” because the
exhibit’s contents were recently
displayed at the Tate Gallery in
London without the opposition
it has received in New York.

“Where will people go for free-
dom if they can’t find democ-
racy,” noted Ms. Zietchick, add-
ing that Mayor Giuliani should
not be allowed to take away
First Amendment rights from
those who want to view the
painting.

Ms. Zietchick, who teaches
art at DeVry Inst i tute in
Woodbridge, said that some of
her African-American students
believe that the controversy
stems from the painting’s por-
trayal of the Virgin Mary as be-
ing black.

“I think it (the painting) is alarm-
ing because it is so different and
that elephant dung is associated
with being dirty,” said Ms.
Zietchick, adding that the use of
the excrement might have some-
thing to do with the poverty of
the Holy Family or Christ’s being
born in a manger.

She said that no one has any
way of knowing exactly what
point Ofili was trying to make by
using the feces and that the pub-
lic deserves the opportunity to

interpret the painting as it sees fit.
After extensive deliberation

with state officials, Pamela Pruitt
of the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts told The Leader and
The Times that the council does
not believe their commentary
“would be constructive in re-
solving this matter.”

New York City has also sus-
pended negotiations on a pro-
posed $20 million capital project
to expand the BMA. The United
States Senate also agreed last
Thursday to withhold federal
funding from the museum un-
less it cancels the “Sensation”
exhibit.

Ofili was quoted in The New
York Times saying that, “The
people who are attacking this
painting are attacking their own
interpretation, not mine.”

The exhibit also features an
array of bisected animals and a
piece featuring a topless woman
in place of Jesus at the Last
Supper.

For a detailed picture of “The
Holy Virgin Mary” painting,
please visit the Web site:
www.news.bbc.com.


