
Page 4  Thursday, October 14, 1999 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

David B. Corbin
SPORTS

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield
and the County of Union

Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

THE TIMES

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 50 Elm Street
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368 • 1906 Bartle Avenue
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Suzette F. Stalker
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

Gail S. Corbin
GENERAL MANAGER

Paul J. Peyton
MANAGING EDITOR

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY BY WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: press@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $24 • Two-year – $46 • Three-year – $66 • One-year college (September to May) – $16
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

Joanna B. Marsh
MARKETING DIRECTOR

— Established 1890 —
of Scotch Plains – Fanwood

— Established 1959—

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Michelle H. LePoidevin
ARTS  and ENTERTAINMENT

Letters to the Editor

Freeholders Need to Separate Campaign
From Daily County Conducted Business

With the election season in full swing, every state-
ment an official makes this time of year is bound to be
second guessed by some. This week, we find it neces-
sary to take a look at the campaign of the Democrats
in the Union County Freeholder race.

This year, Freeholders Nicholas P. Scutari and
Linda d. Stender are seeking reelection on a ticket that
includes Freeholder candidate Angel Estrada and
Surrogate candidate James Lacorte. They are being
opposed by Republicans Wally K. Shackell, Jr., Rich-
ard A. Revilla and Albert Dill, and Surrogate candi-
date Linda-Lee Kelly.

As part of this newspaper’s campaign policy, all
candidates from all political parties have been invited
to submit weekly campaign releases. This includes
candidates in the Westfield and Fanwood council
races, the Fanwood Mayoral campaign and the chal-
lenge for an unexpired seat in Scotch Plains.

Mostly, all of the candidates have responded by
submitting releases within our 500 word limit. In
terms of the county freeholder race, the Republicans
have been submitting issue oriented releases. But, to
our surprise, the Democrats have not.

They have been mailing us pictures, most of which
we have not been publishing. Why, you may ask?
Because we, as a newspaper, have a responsibility to
keep news and campaign plugs separate. We don’t
think it is fair to the opposition and to our readers to
publish numerous pictures of officials seeking re-

election.
This week, for instance, this paper received pictures

of the Democrats at Fanny Wood Day in Fanwood as
well as presenting a “Pocket Park” check to the
Westfield Mayor and two councilmen, all Democrats
we might add. That was also the case with the Fanny
Wood picture. When grant money is given out, mem-
bers of both parties should participate in the photo
opportunity.

This editorial should not be taken as an endorsement
for the GOP, either. With one newspaper issue left
before the November 2 election in which candidates
can submit campaign releases, this newspaper again
invites the Democrats to submit a joint release on
county-related issues, accompanied by a picture of the
candidates alone at a county event. We feel our readers
deserve to hear from both slates of candidates in the
campaign section.

Frankly, it is our feeling that such information might
better be received than simply pictures and “fluff”
quotes from public officials. Incumbents run on their
records. So, their releases should specify what the
candidates have done and where the board is headed,
in terms of policy, in the years ahead. It is their
challengers that must run on what they intend to do,
and be critical of some of the policies of the existing
board.

We look forward to a clean, informative issue-
oriented campaign. May the best candidates win.

FAX
One of the most important devel-

opments in the office equipment field
has been the emergence of the fax
machine. It is certainly as important
as the introduction of the Xerox copy-
ing machine in 1959, and perhaps as
important as the introduction of Bell’s
telephone in 1876.

The fax machine, for those of you
who are not office equipment liter-
ate, is a device that will transmit a
standard sized sheet of paper over
the telephone lines to another fax
machine, which prints out the mes-
sage anywhere in the world.

What a boon this is to business. It
enables people to quickly transmit
vital “hard copy” information in just
seconds. It replaces postal and even
express-mail services when speed is
essential.

Fax, which has become the ge-
neric term for this wonder machine,
is a shortened version of facsimile,
defined as “an exact copy” or “a
method of transmitting images or
printed matter by electronic means.”

Facsimile combines the Latin
words, facere, “to make” and simile,
“the same.” And there you have the
facts about the exciting fax.

Letters to the Editor
Memorial Park Ballfields Called

‘Deplorable’ and ‘Dangerous’
Almost 500 Westfield girls were reg-

istered to play in the Girls Softball League
of Westfield (GSLW) this season. Un-
fortunately, however, the conditions of
the fields on which they were forced to
play softball ranged from deplorable to
dangerous.

Indeed, the best that can be said is that
they played on fields that were inferior to
the fields on which the boys of our town
played baseball.

As Directors of the GSLW, we believe
that one means of rectifying this problem
is to renovate and improve the softball
fields at Memorial Park.

Accordingly, we are writing to com-
ment on this aspect of the proposed im-
provement plan for Memorial Park and
Memorial Pool (“The Plan”). Regard-
less of what the Recreation Commission
recommends with respect to other as-
pects of the plan, we strongly believe
that the Commission should recommend
to the Town Council that the softball
fields at Memorial Park be renovated
and improved at the earliest possible
time.

The GSLW is an association that pro-
vides the girls of our town with the
opportunity to play softball at all skill
levels. The GSLW provides three recre-
ational leagues for girls in the second
through eighth grades and a spring “high
school prep” team for more advanced
and serious players.

We also work with the PAL to field
four competitive, traveling teams (ages
10-17) that play in the Parkway Invita-
tional Softball League during the sum-
mer.

Although the GSLW plays games at
various fields in our town, the majority of
our games are played at Memorial, and
the GSLW is one of the primary users of
Memorial’s softball fields during the
spring and summer.

As indicated above, the conditions at
the Memorial Park softball fields range
from deplorable to dangerous. For ex-
ample, the grass portions of the fields
become virtual quagmires whenever it
rains, and they stay as such for long
periods of time thereafter.

During periods of frequent rain, we
can go for weeks without dry outfields.
The infields are even worse. There are
invariably numerous holes, ruts, and rocks
on the infields that make it extremely
dangerous for the girls to run and field
ground balls.

Last year, for example, the infields on
opening day were strewn with rocks.
Indeed, there were so many rocks on the
infields that we had to have the girls from
each team comb the infields to pick up as
many rocks as they could before playing
the games.

And this summer, one of the coaches
of a traveling team sustained a severe
compound fracture of his ankle when he
caught his foot on a rut on the infield of
Memorial No. 4. Finally, the backstops
were decrepit this season, with two of
them having jagged wire that posed a
danger to the girls.

We hope that most Westfield resi-
dents would agree that such conditions
are inconsistent with our town’s stated
commitment to provide quality recre-
ational facilities for our youth.

We recognize that part of this problem
results from deficiencies in our town’s
maintenance plan for the fields. Each
year, the Recreation Department receives
complaints about field conditions, and
each year the Department candidly
agrees, but correctly explains that it has
no control over park maintenance. And,
each year we are also told (and do not
doubt) that Public Works is doing the
best that it can considering budgetary
and staff constraints.

Parenthetically, it should be noted that
the time may have come for a separate
Parks Maintenance Department, but that
issue can be addressed at a future time.

Better maintenance, however, will not
alone solve the problems. As we have
been told by the experts at Kinsey Asso-
ciates who were retained by the town to
study the fields and to formulate the
plan, because of the nature of the soil and
the grading of the land, maintenance will
not solve the problem of poor drainage
and poor soil, which in turn causes soggy
outfields and soggy infields that become
rutted when wet.

Stated simply, even a good mainte-
nance program with respect to these fields
would be like nothing more than putting
a Band-aid on a broken leg. Thus, major
capital improvements are necessary to
ensure that the girls in our town have
safe, playable softball fields that are at
least equal in quality to those on which
the boys play baseball.

Two further points should be men-
tioned. First, it is imperative that some
type of restroom facility be built at the
park. On any given night and weekend in
the spring and early summer, there are
anywhere from 100 to several hundred
girls and their parents playing and at-
tending softball games at Memorial Park.

Common decency and considerations
of hygiene require our town to provide
restrooms for these young girls, who
come to the fields for more than a couple
of hours at a time.

Second, expansion of the fields should
still be seriously considered by the Rec-
reation Commission, even though some
residents have voiced opposition at pub-
lic hearings on the plan. The present
configuration of the fields prevents at

least one field from being used whenever
a men’s softball game is being played at
one of the fields.

That, of course, is necessitated by the
fact that the fields are so close together
that it would be unsafe to use the fields
adjacent to the field on which the men
are playing.

Moreover, we also understand that the
distance between the backstops and the
home plates at Memorial’s four fields do
not meet present “code” requirements.

Thus, we believe that the Recreation
Commission should attempt to formu-
late a plan that would allow for field
expansion while accommodating the le-
gitimate concerns of neighborhood resi-
dents.

For example, can we expand Field No.
3 without a grandstand next to the back-
yards of the residents of Scotch Plains
Avenue? Can we instead put the seating
in the presently wooded area behind the
first base side of the field?

We do not profess to be experts on the
subject of park architecture, but it seems
to us that there should be some way to
expand the fields into the wooded area
while minimizing any intrusions on the
residential property adjacent to the park.

Having attended the public meetings
on the plan, we are aware that many
residents of the neighborhood object to
many portions of the plan. Nevertheless,
there was not, and should not be, any
serious opposition to renovating the
fields.

After all, such renovations would not
result in a new use for Memorial Park; it
would simply make the existing fields
safer and more playable for the girls in
our town, more and more of whom are
playing softball. We owe these girls noth-
ing less.

The time has come to give the girls of
Westfield the opportunity to play soft-
ball on quality playing fields — ones that
are at least equal to the ones on which the
boys play baseball. And by doing so, we
will finally be telling these girls that
their town views their athletic endeavors
as being on the same level as the athletic
endeavors of their male counterparts.

Not only is this the legally correct
thing to do, it is the right thing to do.

Accordingly, we hope that you print
this letter, the substance of which has
already been shared with the Mayor, the
Town Council, and the Recreation Com-
mission, and we hope that the Commis-
sion will recommend that the town push
ahead with plans to renovate and im-
prove the softball fields at Memorial
Park as soon as possible.

John M. Fietkiewicz,
Robert Guerriero

Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Recreation Commission Member Feels
Editorial is Short on Accurate Facts

I am writing with regard to your edito-
rial in the September 30th issue of The
Leader, in which you vilify the Recre-
ation Commission. I believe in freedom
of the press and your right of commen-
tary. But, at least check your facts.

The Recreation Commission has the
responsibility and obligation to formu-
late, develop and improve the recre-
ational programs and facilities in the
Town of Westfield.

The demand for field usage is beyond
anyone’s comprehension. Fact: There is
no land to build new facilities in town.
The commission has re-visited the only
viable locations for improved recre-
ational activities. Yes, there was a pre-
liminary feasibility study for Brightwood
Park to determine if the park could be
utilized. Fact: Formal plans were never
developed.

Yes, there are plans for the pool com-
plex and for Memorial Park. The neigh-
bors and public were invited to an open
meeting for their feedback. The resi-
dents did “take time out of their busy
schedules to come downtown to the
Municipal Building to voice their dis-
pleasure on a proposal before the Com-
mission.” Sensitive and passionate is-
sues have been raised and these will be
addressed.

With regard to the pool, you stated,
“The commission apparently has felt
some urgency to make changes that will
allow for more family memberships.”
Fact: There has been absolutely no dis-
cussion about expansion of member-
ship. However, we certainly will have to
address the problem of a “sold out mem-
bership.”

For the record, the Recreation Com-
mission is made up of nine members and
two alternates appointed by the Mayor
with the consent of the Town Council.

As per the code of the Town of
Westfield, “The Recreation Commis-
sion is subject to the general authority of
the Mayor and Town Council,” but shall
have the following powers, duties and
authority: a) determine the recreation
needs of the town; b) establish policies
and standards therefore; c) provide fa-
cilities and a program to comply with
the recreation needs of the town and; d)
appoint the Executive Director” among
others.

Fact: The Westfield community is
changing. One only has to observe the
number of young families moving into
town and the increased enrollment in
our elementary schools. This has re-
sulted in the need for major additions to
our schools as well as an increased
participation in youth sports programs.

If we had the luxury of open spaces

allowing for growth without impacting
the community, our role would be easy.
We are working within a limited area
while trying to meet the ever-changing
recreational needs of the community.

What role would you have us take?
Do nothing? To ignore addressing tough
issues based on controversy and dis-
agreement would be to avoid our re-
sponsibilities. Our recreational facili-
ties need to change to keep pace. How
we accomplish this is our challenge.

Perhaps if the editor had taken time
from his busy schedule to come to the
Municipal Building, he may have
learned something, had accurate facts
and perhaps even have offered some
positive suggestions.

Melvyn L. Coren
Westfield Recreation Commission

Member

Woods on Drake Place
Should Be Preserved
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent

to Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
and copied to The Westfield Leader.

*  *  *  *  *
I am writing you to express my dismay

over the proposed plan to destroy the
woods on Drake Place and replace them
with a parking lot.

I feel that the town should instead take
immediate steps to preserve one of the
last wooded areas we have. The woods
are a source of beauty that once gone
cannot be replaced.

The Recreation Commission’s plan to
put a walking path through Memorial
Park and the woods is a good one. We
need to remember that our parks should
be more than just a hubbub of frenzied
activity for the young and athletic, but
also a place of beauty for people of all
ages to enjoy.

Joan Penczak
Westfield

Emergency Services Deserves Praise,
Not Criticism from Councilmen

I think Councilman Louis Jung, Coun-
cilman Stuart Kline and Mr. Thomas
Ryan should sit down with all the emer-
gency services in their town and review
their overall performance during Hurri-
cane Floyd before looking outside the
Borough for help or suggestions.

When this rainstorm turned into a
hurricane and flooding condition, all
emergency services went into a defen-
sive mode to attempt to eliminate dan-
gerous situations before they turned life
threatening for all Borough residents.

The borough’s Emergency Services,
both volunteer and paid, work together
as one well-oiled machine. During Hur-
ricane Floyd, the Fanwood Volunteer
Fire Department responded to about 50
residences to insure the safety of its
occupants by turning off any and all
utilities which would come into direct
contact with flood waters.

This way, the residents could stay in
their homes, where they belong, until the
emergency passed.

The Police, Fire and Public Works
Departments made every effort to insure
public safety by immediately clearing
streets when blocked by debris, blocking
flooded streets, checking and assisting
residents on life sustaining machines, etc.

All this was being done while also
running alarms for arching wires, fire
alarms, burglar alarms, trees on homes
or in the roadway, etc. All these proce-
dures are discussed and reviewed. This
stuff doesn’t just happen.

Mr. Jung, Mr. Kline and Mr. Ryan, you
want better than that?

All this was being done while you
were safe and secure in your homes.
Now you suggest to throw Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts into this mess consist-
ing of bacteria filled flood waters and
arching wires. Great idea.

Now, let’s talk about shared services.
Shared services is a good idea when one
town is suffering and another comes to
assist (hence the County Mutual Aid

system). When all towns are affected
equally, each town must insure the safety
of its residents first.

A few years ago, I met with the fire
chief in a neighboring town and offered
our help on alarms at all public and
private schools when they are in session.

Recently, I suggested it again to an-
other chief officer of this same town and
both times it was declined.

Gentlemen, please, take a good, long
look at Fanwood’s emergency services
– Police, Fire, Emergency Management
Service, and Public Work Departments
– before passing judgment. Things hap-
pen, problems during emergencies can
pop up at any time. You must deal with
it, but realize you can’t please everyone.
We sure tried.

I am very proud of my Volunteer Fire
Department and the way they perform
under any and all circumstances. I am
equally as proud of all our emergency
services, and so should you be.

John Piccola, Chief
Fanwood Fire Department

Westfield Soccer Association Endorses
Plans for Fields at Memorial Park

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Glenn S. Burrell, Director of the Westfield
Recreation Commission, and copied to
The Westfield Leader.

*  *  *  *  *
The officers and members of the

Westfield Soccer Association (WSA)
endorse your efforts to improve the qual-
ity and number of playing fields in
Westfield.

We also call upon the other sports
organizations in Westfield to lend their
support to these necessary and long over-
due projects.

We believe the majority of the com-
munity support these proposed improve-
ments, but have failed to voice their
position at the time when it is most
needed.

Union County has recently completed
a Master Plan for Open Spaces and Rec-
reational Elements. The County Plan
notes that there is a high demand for
soccer and baseball/softball fields (espe-
cially for girls and men over 35).

The County Plan notes that sport pro-
grams and fields are at capacity and that
additional field space is needed. The
County Plan also notes that lighting of
fields would expand existing field us-
age. The County Plan parallels the needs
of the Town of Westfield.

This season, the Westfield Soccer
Association has over 2,000 boys and
girls playing soccer. At the same time,
we have had to shorten practice times for
our travel teams and eliminate some
Saturday practices in our Recreational
League due to lack of field availability.

Over the last several years, we have
seen a steady increase in the number of
children registering to play soccer. This
can be attributed to changing town de-
mographics and the explosion in soccer
interest from the Men’s World Cup of
1994 and the Women’s World Cup of
1999.

Even as the number of children enter-
ing the program has increased several
fold, we are also experiencing growth in
the number of older players staying in
the soccer program. The number of chil-
dren in our six and seven-year-old leagues
is at an all-time high.

If these children remain in the pro-
gram as expected, we will have a critical

shortage of fields in the next few years.
We may have already reached the point
where we have to turn away children
once we reach our league and field ca-
pacity.

Failure to create additional field ca-
pacity through new fields or extended
field availability through lighting will,
in all likelihood, result in turning away
children. We find this to be an unaccept-
able result.

The Recreation Department is work-
ing arduously to fix field capacity prob-
lem through park improvement propos-
als. Newspaper accounts of the recent
town meeting to discuss the Memorial
Park complex improvements suggest that
there is a strong objection to this pro-
posal by the local residents.

This resistance is similar to the objec-
tions raised by local residents to propos-
als concerning lights at Houlihan Field
and Tamaques Park, the development of
Brightwood Park and the use of Clark
Park for organized sports. Typically, these
objections are by a small group of vocal
partisans.

The town should not interpret the ab-
sence of a WSA representative at the
recent Recreation Department meeting
as a lack of interest in this issue, but
rather an inability to find a representa-
tive to attend on short notice. We expect
to be present at all future meetings when
the issue of town fields is raised.

Given the growing numbers of fami-
lies with children seeking to participate
in soccer and other sports, we strongly
urge the Recreation Department to con-
sider the interests of the entire commu-
nity not only the views of the local resi-
dents.

The Recreation Department can count
on the support of the WSA for the im-
provement of town fields, now and in the
future. Please call upon us for assistance
whenever necessary.

Please note, that this letter’s content
was reviewed and approved at our Octo-
ber 4 Soccer Association meeting and
reflects the opinion of our association not
just one or two members.

The Members and Officers of the
Westfield Soccer Association,

Steve Rothschild,
President

Dangerous Summit Avenue Sidewalks
Make Walk Home an Unpleasant Trip
Walking home from the train station

was a “trip” the other night!
Now that it is dark when I come

home from work, my jaunt from the
station down Summit Avenue has be-
come quite an adventure.

With relatively little light from the
street lamps to guide my way, I am
forced to traverse the peaks and valleys
that make up Summit’s sidewalks. On
several occasions, I stumbled and nearly
fell. Twice, I twisted my ankle in ways
I never thought were possible.

I know there is a program in place
whereby residents share the cost of
repairing the sidewalk(s) in front of
their homes (with the town).

While I’ll be one of the first to do so
if and when the program is expanded
(the sidewalk in front of my house on
Grove Street could use some leveling),
my immediate concern is Summit Av-
enue, where the sidewalk seems more
like the surface of the moon than a
place for citizens to stroll.

Now, I consider myself fairly agile,
but I have neither a mountain bike,
night-vision goggles nor Army Ranger
training. Therefore, I could use some
help. If Summit Avenue is not in the
queue for sidewalk repair this fall, it
should be.

Pete Birle
Westfield
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