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Campaign Forum ’99

Candidate Adele Kenny Sets
Goals for Fanwood’s Future

HISTORIC CLEAN-UP EFFORT…Fanwood Democratic Council candidate
Adele Kenny, left, and Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, worked with the
“Carriage House clean-up team” to maintain the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural
Arts Center in Fanwood on October 2.

FANWOOD – Borough Council
Democratic Council Candidate Adele
Kenny has extended her thanks to the
“Carriage House cleanup team” whose
volunteer efforts resulted in the first
phase of a thorough cleaning for the
Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts Cen-
ter on October 2.

The Arts Center is a 19th century
Carriage House and was built in the
Gothic Revival style in circa 1882. It is
the only remaining structure of the
Homestead property which served as
Fanwood’s premier resort/guest hotel
during the latter part of the 1800s, Ms.
Kenny noted.

Last January, the Carriage House
was renamed in honor of former
Fanwood Mayor, Patricia M. Kuran.

As Fanwood’s Cultural Arts Direc-
tor, Ms. Kenny has helped obtain sev-
eral grants to provide free arts pro-
gramming at the Center, and a com-
prehensive calendar of events is in
place for the 1999-2000 season.

Along with establishing a series of
programs for community members,
Ms. Kenny, a 25-year resident of
Fanwood, noted that she is actively
concerned with preservation of the
building.

“The Carriage House/Kuran Center
is one of Fanwood’s historic treasures.
It should be maintained for today’s
residents and preserved for future gen-
erations,” Ms. Kenny stated.

“As a candidate for council, I am
committed to addressing a wide range
of current priority issues, including
conservative fiscal management, stable
taxes, downtown revitalization, edu-
cation, public safety, disposition of the
Dean Oil Site, careful attention to our
senior citizens’ needs and the condi-
tion of Fanwood’s sewer system, roads,
and bridges,” she continued.

“I am also very pleased to be part of

this project which recognizes
Fanwood’s past as we move forward
into the new millennium. Following
our clean-up, the inputs of Fanwood’s
Historic Preservation Commission will
be essential in providing proper direc-
tion for restoration of the building,”
Ms. Kenny added.

She suggested contacting the New
Jersey Historic Trust and the U.S.
Department of Transportation in seek-
ing outside funding for future work on
the Carriage House.

Ms. Kenny thanked to Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly; David
Pickering, who headed the clean-up
crew; Peter Billson; Bob Brennan;
Howard Drewes; Amy Drewes; Jim
Drewes and to the Fanwood Public
Works Department, under the direc-
tion of Ray Manfra.

Republicans Gather
At Annual Brunch

For Richard Bagger

Councilwoman Weinstein,
Rake & Hoe Club Join

For Beautification Project
WESTFIELD — Republican

Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein and members of the
Westfield Rake & Hoe Club will break
ground shortly on a beautification
project on Shadowlawn Drive and
Rahway Avenue.

Several months ago, Council-
woman Weinstein secured the com-
mitment of the Rake & Hoe Club to
use their expertise to convert a trian-
gular piece of town-owned property
in the ward into a landscaped, mani-
cured garden complete with small
benches, perennials and other gar-
den flora.

“It’s a small piece of land, but it is
a landmark that demarcates the en-
trance point for the neighborhoods I
represent in Westfield,” she said.
“Over the years, the property has
fallen into disuse and has become an

eyesore. I’m proud of my community
and I thought it would be nice if our
residents, as well as visitors, were
greeted by a beautiful landmark wel-
coming them to our part of town.”

Councilwoman Weinstein praised
members of the Rake & Hoe Club for
their commitment to finance and
undertake this beautification project.

“Sometimes, it is the little things
that can instill a sense of pride in the
community. I would like to thank
the Rake & Hoe Club for their ef-
forts to make this project a realty,”
she stated.

The Rake and Hoe Club maintains
a number of gardens throughout the
town including the Claire Brownell
Wildflower Garden at the Reeve
House and the gardens at the Miller-
Cory House Museum, both located
on Mountain Avenue

League of Women Voters
Publishes Resource Guide
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Area League of Women Voters has

announced the distribution of the revised edition of the Women’s Guide
to Rights and Resources in New Jersey.

The 50-page handbook is published by the League of Women Voters of
New Jersey Education Fund, with a grant from the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation.

This resource advises women of their rights and entitlements in the
state. The book will also be available on the League’s Web site, http://
www.lwvnj.org.

The Westfield Area League will make the guide available in public
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More Campaign
News on Page 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Republicans
gathered Sunday in Mountainside
for the eighth consecutive year to pay
homage to Assemblyman Richard H.
Bagger and the successes of the GOP
majority in all facets of state govern-
ment.

The annual brunch at L’Affaire on
Route 22 brought together Republi-
cans from the four counties that make
up the 22nd Legislative District
served by State Senate President
Donald T. DiFrancesco and Assem-
blyman Alan M. Augustine, both of
Scotch Plains, and Mr. Bagger of
Westfield.

The event, a $50 per plate
fundraiser, served as both a get-out-
the-vote event as well as a chance to
echo comments about the political
success of Assemblyman Bagger and
the Republicans. All event proceeds
are to be used to support county and
municipal Republican candidates in
the 22nd District.

State GOP Chairman Chuck
Haytaian urged Republicans to make
sure they make a trip to the polls on
Election Day. He said voter turnout,
in this the third year of the four-year
national Presidential cycle, is ex-
pected to be around 34 percent.

Thus, he said, the majority of the
Assembly will be elected with 18
percent of eligible voters, a prospect
he called “frightening.”

“We must get the vote out. Be-
cause, with a low turnout, anything
can happen. That means we could
lose seats,” Mr. Haytaian said.

The Assembly will be at the top of
the ticket with all 80 seats up this
year. Assembly terms are two years.

The GOP, which maintains a 48-
32 edge, has held the Assembly ma-
jority for eight years. Democrats need
to gain nine seats to take over the
leadership of the lower house. The
GOP holds a 24-16 edge in the Sen-
ate. The upper house will not be up
for reelection until 2001.

Mr. Haytaian echoed the state and
national Republican theme of cut-
ting taxes, noting that income is
being taxed “well over 50 percent”

when federal, state and other taxes
are factored together. He said taxes
have been cut 19 times in New Jersey
including income, sales and corpo-
rate since the GOP took control.

Mr. Haytaian noted that state un-
employment figures are now under 4
½ percent from over 10 percent at the
start of the decade.

Assemblyman Bagger said at the
start of the 1990s, New Jerseyans
paid the largest income tax “in the
history of any state in the history of
the United States.” He said the state
was in the midst of “a recession that
was the longest and deepest eco-
nomical downturn since the great
depression.”

Crime was also at high levels and
the focus on education has been turned
away from the public education fund-
ing mechanism to more of a focus on
the quality of education for public
school students in the state.

Assemblyman Bagger told the GOP
faithful that Republican majorities
in the Governor’s office and in both
houses of the legislature “turned the
direction of New Jersey state govern-
ment around.” Mr. Bagger said the
tax cuts have amounted to $5 billion
in the pockets of state taxpayers.
Crime, he said, is at the lowest levels
in for years.

Mr. Bagger also said a recent re-
port has indicated auto insurance
premiums are down 17 percent from
two years ago. He also cited the new
$1 billion tax rebate plan for New
Jerseyans paying school property
taxes. Also, property taxes for low
and moderate income seniors have
been lowered.

This November, voters will decide
a referendum that, if approved, would
increase the veterans property tax
reduction.

“This last election in the decade is
the election to return a Republican
majority to both houses of the legis-
lature to finish the job, continue the
momentum and have New Jersey
poised at the beginning of a new
decade, a new century and a momen-
tum,” he told Republican supporters.

With no opposition this year in the
22nd district, much of the discussion
focused on Mr. Bagger’s eight years
in the Assembly along with his future
political aspirations.

Assemblyman Bagger has been
discussed as a Congressional candi-
date in the Seventh District based on
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Join us for complimentary food and
family entertainment, along with the

opportunity to meet the Fanwood
Democratic candidates.

908-654-7277
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