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Repairs at Intersection
In Westfield to Continue
During Next Four Weeks

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Motorists will
have another four weeks to maneu-
ver around the on-again, off-again
work that has been going on below
the road surface at the corner of Elm
and East Broad Streets since late
this spring.

The work, which began when Bell
Atlantic had to dig up the street to
repair a cable line, has caused the
busy intersection to be partially
blocked to traffic at numerous times
throughout the summer.

A portion of Elm Street also was
completely closed to traffic in both
directions several times during the
summer as a result of the work.

On-duty Westfield police have
been stationed at the street off and
on when work has been done to help
direct traffic and make it safe for the
underground workers, pedestrians
and motorists. Bell Atlantic reim-
burses the town for any time the
police have spent at the site, Edward
A. Gottko, Town Administrator,
pointed out.

“The good news is that within
four weeks, the cable will be re-
placed and the work will be com-
pleted and everything will be done,”
said Soraya Rodriguez, a spokes-
woman for Bell Atlantic.

Ms. Rodriguez explained that Bell
Atlantic regularly monitors its un-
derground cables and sometime last
spring a fluctuation in air pressure
surrounding the cable underneath
the street at Elm and East Broad
Streets indicated something was
wrong.

The street was dug up and, upon

inspection, it became clear that the
cable needed to be entirely replaced,
she said. In the interim, a temporary
repair was made and the street was
patched. Meanwhile, Bell Atlantic
ordered the materials needed to make
a permanent replacement.

Complicating the situation, how-
ever, and adding to the time that the
intersection needed to be partially
blocked off and, at various times,
closed was when sewer water leaked
into the area on two separate occa-
sions.

“It created a dangerous situation
for our workers,” Ms. Rodriguez
said.

On those two occasions, special
workers were dispatched to find the
source of the leaking sewer water
and to professionally remove the
tainted water, she said.

Both Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority officials and Kenneth B.
Marsh, Westfield Town Engineer,
commented that they were unaware
of any sewer water leakage prob-
lems and did not know of any cleanup
that was necessary as a result.

Ms. Rodriguez said that Bell At-
lantic responded to various com-
plaints by residents that the steel
plates the company had used to cover
the work area created too much noise,
and put in cement blocks that muffled
the sound.

The materials needed to replace
the cable are now ready to be put in
place. But Ms. Rodriguez said that
in itself is time consuming and labor
intensive and because of the con-
fined underground space only a few
workers at a time can work on the
project.

Children & Parents Together
To Hold Open House Event
CRANFORD – Children & Par-

ents Together is a new program which
was created in order to meet the
specific needs of children and fami-
lies coping with Attention Deficit
Disorder/Attention Deficit Hyperac-
tivity Disorder (ADD/ADHD) and
related learning and behavior disor-
ders.

Children & Parents Together is
located at Elizabeth General Medi-
cal Center/Family Resource Center
at 300 North Avenue, Cranford.

Children & Parents Together will
hold an Open House for parents on
Thursday, October 7, from 7 to 8:30
p.m. at the Family Resource Center,
300 North Avenue, 2nd Floor,
Cranford.

Leslie S. Tsukroff, the Program
Coordinator, will present a lecture
on “The Effects of ADD/ADHD on
the Family.” Refreshments will be
served. For more information, or to
register for the Open House, please
call (800) 982-7212 by Friday, Sep-
tember 30.

Children & Parents Together of-
fers comprehensive psycho-educa-
tional and support services for chil-
dren and their families. Through in-
dividual, family and group counsel-
ing, parents, children and adoles-
cents learn practical skills to cope
with the symptoms of ADD/ADHD
and related disorders.

Children and adolescents diag-
nosed with ADD/ADHD are more
likely to suffer from learning dis-
abilities, behavior disorders, anxiety
and depression. As a result, they are
at an increased risk of experiencing
school failure, social isolation, drug/
alcohol involvement and violence.

The program offers several spe-
cialized forums for children, adoles-
cents and their families. Structured
groups for children and adolescents
use a peer-group support model to
promote positive peer interaction.
The groups are designed to address
the child’s/adolescent’s biological,
educational, behavioral and social
needs.

The program focuses on improv-
ing the child’s self-esteem through
anger and stress management, be-
havior modification techniques, and
social skills training. Parent groups
offer tools to assist parents in maxi-
mizing their child’s potential for suc-
cess and overall well-being.

UCPC serves children and adults
in three locations throughout Union
County, plus North Plainfield. The
main office, located at 117-119
Roosevelt Avenue in Plainfield, of-
fers a continuum of Outpatient Men-
tal Health Services to adults includ-
ing an Intensive Outpatient Program
and a Partial Care Program.

In addition, the main office pro-
vides individual, family, group and
couple’s counseling to children, ado-
lescents and adults. The Union of-
fice, located at 2204 Morris Avenue,
provides individual, family group and
couples counseling to adults.

For more information on any pro-
gram or service offered by UCPC
Behavioral Healthcare, please con-
tact the main office at (908) 756-
6870.

County Program
On Breast Cancer
To be Held at Y

WESTFIELD — The first Union
County breast cancer awareness pro-
gram will be held on Sunday, Octo-
ber 3, at 1 p.m. at the Westfield Y.

Breast cancer is the leading cancer
diagnosed in women in America.
This year, more than 180,000 women
will learn for the first time that they
have this disease and more than
40,000 women will lose their lives —
1,500 in the state of New Jersey alone.

“October is National Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month,” said Karen
Simon, Westfield Y Director of Adult
and Senior Programs. “We hope that
by discussing the facts in a public
forum and stressing the importance
of early detection, women will feel
more comfortable seeking the help
they need, enabling them to become
more pro-active in their health care.”

The program begins at 1 p.m. and
will include a variety of area physi-
cians speaking about prevention, de-
tection, treatment alternatives, sup-
port, resources available in the com-
munity and the role of a healthy
lifestyle.

The keynote speaker for the day
will be Stacey Sager, television re-
porter for Eyewitness News and a
breast cancer survivor.

Local hospitals, community orga-
nizations and the American Cancer
Society will provide informational
displays.

The program is free and open to
the public.

For more information, contact
Karen Simon at the Westfield Y at
(908) 233-2700.

Councilman Sullivan
Not Giving Up Hope
On Game Show Spot

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Neil F. Sullivan,
Jr. may have missed his chance to
become a millionaire last week, but
the Westfield Councilman is not giv-
ing up.

If the hit trial ABC game show,
“Who Wants to be a Millionaire?”,
comes back to the network in the fall,
Mr. Sullivan plans to try again for a
shot as a guest.

Mr. Sullivan, who represents
Westfield’s Third Ward, qualified
August 22 to try winning $1 million
on the prime time show. But while
sitting in the New York City hotel
room that ABC had rented for quali-
fiers such as Mr. Sullivan that Sun-
day, the Councilman realized he
might have a problem.

Small-print rules stipulated that
anyone running for a public office
needed to get a waiver from any
opponents vying for the same post.

And even though Mr. Sullivan rep-
resents only 4,500 voters in his ward
and gets paid only $1 a year, ABC
attorneys decided after hours of de-
liberation that the Councilman did
need that waiver from his opponent
before he could appear on the show.

The trouble was that Mr. Sullivan’s
opponent, Claire Lazarowitz, was in
Australia on vacation with her fam-
ily. And when she did get back, Ms.
Lazarowitz found out her mother was
in intensive care in California. She
turned her full attention to her mother
and did not sign the waiver in time
for Mr. Sullivan to appear on the
game show.

When the attorneys determined that
Mr. Sullivan would not be able to get
the waiver, he had the choice of with-
drawing from the council race or
turning down the chance to compete
for the $1 million prize.

“I thought about it, I talked to my
family about it and I finally felt there
were priorities and that I had made a
commitment to the office,” Mr.
Sullivan said, adding that after he
had made the decision he slept “very
well” for the first time in a few days.

“For days I had very nervous en-
ergy,” he said. “The adrenaline was
flowing.” The Councilman has been
unemployed since last spring, when
the company he worked for moved to
Chicago.

When the media caught on to the
story that the Councilman needed
the waiver, questions began about
whether politics was involved. Mr.
Sullivan is a Republican and Ms.
Lazarowitz is a Democrat.

Was it politics?
Both sides say “no.”
“I don’t know how anyone could

think it would be political,” Mr.
Sullivan said. “I take it (not signing
the waiver) at face value. Only they
can decide what is right for them. It
is not in my nature to foist a political
spin on this. I hope that wouldn’t
happen here in Westfield.”

Lawrence A. Goldman, a Westfield
Fourth Ward Councilman and Chair-
man of the Westfield Democratic
Town Committee, also insisted that
that there was no politics involved.

“It needs to be made clear that the
Democratic party did not direct her
not to sign a waiver,” he said. “She
was dealing with a serious family
problem.”

He charged, however, that “the
decision to make it political was on
Mr. Sullivan’s part.” He added that
Mr. Sullivan always had the option of

withdrawing from the race.
As for Ms. Lazarowitz, she did

sign the waiver on August 28 and
faxed it to ABC in New York.

In a statement released to The
Westfield Leader on Monday, Ms.
Lazarowitz said: “Of course I would
have been willing to sign Mr.
Sullivan’s legal waiver, as long as I
had enough time to fully under-
stand what I was signing. Frankly,
until I learned that my mother had
been stabilized, her health was my
first and only concern during the
48 hours following my return to
Westfield.

“My dear husband was stepping
forward to help and speak for me, but
it was I who needed to be able to deal
with this and I just couldn’t in the
time frame they allowed...I hope that
Mr. Sullivan understands that my
concern over my mother’s health had
to take priority over his request to
appear in a game show.”

Mr. Sullivan is philosophical about
the situation.

“It was just bad luck, but I’ll try
again if the show comes back,” he
told The Westfield Leader. “I asked
the producers if I could come back
without going through the qualify-
ing stages, but they just don’t know
yet because they are still trying to
figure out what to do with the show.”

ABC acquired the rights to “Who
Wants to be a Millionaire?” a suc-
cessful British quiz show that has
consistently garnered large audiences
in England. It was a big success in
the American market also, with four
episodes ranking among Nielsen
Media Research’s top 10 shows dur-
ing the week of August 15.

Mr. Sullivan said he started watch-
ing the show on television and said to
himself: “Hey, I know the answers to
these questions.”

He said he tried four times to qualify
to appear on television through a
unique telephone quiz that ranks
people on their ability to answer a
series of questions in the shortest
period of time — less than 10 sec-
onds. The fifth time around Mr.
Sullivan qualified, and the rest is
history — for now, at least.
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Summer Reading Club
At SP Public Library

Deemed a Success
SCOTCH PLAINS — The 1999

Summer Reading Club at the
Children’s Department of the Scotch
Plains Public Library was a success,
according to library officials.

Of the 150 children registered, 110
completed their reading contracts.

To say “Congratulations” to all of
its summer readers, a party for the
children was held on August 10 in
the Library Meeting Room.

Kathryn Weidener entertained the
children with a blend of imagination
and storytelling.

After the program, refreshments
were served. Each child received a
packet with a certificate from the
Children’s Department.

A special thanks was given to all
the mothers and fathers and
Children’s Librarian Ann Luerssen,
Library Assistant Mary Schank and
the entire library staff.

Certificates will be available until
Friday, September 10, for anyone
who participated in the club but was
unable to attend the party.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNDERGROUND REPAIRS…The on-again, off-again work that continues to
take place below the road surface at the corner of Elm and East Broad Streets
in downtown Westfield since late spring will continue for the next four weeks.
Bell Atlantic is repairing a large cable and the time-consuming job has been
hindered by tight space and, on two occasions, leaking sewer water.


